S.-- 


^YO 


MEDICAL  CASES 

\ 

AND 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Medicinz  faciendz  plane  necefTarla  funt  bzc  duo  lumina^ 
Ratio  atquc  Experientia.  Utrumque  per  fc  indigens,  al- 
terum alterius  auxilium  poHulat.  Sibbald. 


/•4' 


I» 


f'V 


r\ 


Digitized  by  th^lfit^rnet  AtchiVe 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/b21441431 


IHiBiji»! 


MEDICAL  CASES, 


SELECTED  FROM  THE 

Records  of  the  PUBLIC  DISPENSARY  at  Edinburgh; 

WITH 

REMARKS  AND  OBSERVATIONS 

Being  the  Subftance  of  Case-Lectures,  delivered 
during  the  years  1776-7. 


By  ANDREW/DUNCAN,'  M.  D. 

FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS,  LECTURER  IN  MEDI- 
CINE, AND  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  PUBLIC  DISPENSARY  OF  EDINBURGH, 
MEMBER  OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETIES  OF  MEDICINE  OF  PARIS, 
COPENHAGEN,  EDINBURGH,  &c. 


THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


TO  WHICH  ARE  ADDED,  BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR, 

De  Laudibus  Gulielmi  Harvei  Oratio; 

-Ar  W-  l>- 

An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the 
late  Alexander  Monro,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 


EDINBURGH;- 

Printed  for  C.  ELLIOT,  Parliament  Square; 
Sold  by  C.  D I L L Y,  London. 


MDCCLXXXI. 


• ^ 


/. 


li- 


' 


.■•&■'  .*  V 


, y- . 'i^; 


5^ 

rroVo-  j;.. 

V A it 

'(■.  ■ 


. .f-A  «>, 


n 

C/^ 


&-C 

51-5:2 ''i  - 

7i‘i 

1» 

i' 

ft 

J 

tifJrj 

% ___ 

■ ‘ *• 

* 

s.  •*%.«& 

s 

.^'r. 

S*^;‘  " 

- 'T«*  •-  - . 55 

^ f ■ 
-.  A a 

y.r-a 


" ■ “ .'  ■ ■ '? ' if  a f J'-i  C4  < 

"■.  ' frv 

»<  ?;'V:*-'Z*i'h  77^-Li'^  • ;•'■  '■':  :o'*^  k". 

%-<■  ^mimmr'£. 


M 


Y . 


!:i 

? 


rt 


' ■■4.  ■>■; 

. 'S?  ^f:  - 

'U  .'I  ‘ 


h'Sr 


I 


1^; 

.*?3 
■ jy 

,J<4- 

«f'lirS  . 

- i 

■-' 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE 

I 

HENRY  ERSKINE,  Efq; 

ADVOCATE. 

SIR, 

I 

Many  different  reafons  may  be  af- 
figned  as  motives  for  my  condudl, 
when  I prefix  your  name  to  the  prefent 
work.  A ftricl  and  uninterrupted  friend- 
lliip  has  fubfifted  between  us  from  a very 
early  period  of  our  lives  to  the  prefent 
hour : And  I have  ever  efteemed  it  a An- 
gular happinefs  to  be  thus  conne<5led  with 
one  whofe  charadler  is  adorned  by  many 
of  the  moft  fhining  qualities. 

It  is  neither  my  intention  to  delineate 
thofe  engaging  manners  which  render 
you  amiable  as  a man,  or  thofe  confpi- 
cuous  talents  which  diftinguifh  you  as  a 
lawyer.  Yet  the  high  opinion  which  I 

have 


( 


( fi  ) 

have  of  your  abilities,  and  the  many 
proofs  which  you  have  given  me  of  the 
mod  fincere  regard,  might  naturally  be 
fuppofed  to  induce  me  to  take  fome  op- 
portunity of  exprelfing  my  gratitude  and 
efteem  in  the  mod  public  manner. 

I AM,  however,  at  prefent  actuated  by 
motives  of  a different  nature.  You  have 
a particular  claim  to  every  compliment 
which  can  be  paid  by  this  publication,  as 
you  have  been  one  of  the  fird  and  warm- 
ed fupporters  of  the  charitable  edablidi- 
ment  which  has  given  origin  to  it.  The 
records  of  the  Difpenfary  now  afford  in- 
controvertible evidence,  that  it  has  been 
produ(dive  of  the  mod  happy  confequen- 
ces  in  relieving  the  neceffities  of  the  indi- 
gent. Thefe  records  contain  the  cafes  of 
more  than  two  thoufand  patients,  who 
have  been  benefited  by  its  gratuitous  aid. 
And  I datter  myfelf  the  following  pages 
will  bear  fome  tedimony,  that,  even  in  its 
infant-date,  it  has  not  only  been  indru- 
mental  in  alleviating  the  calamities  of  dif- 

. , eafe, 
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cafe,  but  in  augmenting  the  flock  of  ufe-’ 
fill  medical  fa6ls  and  obfervations. 

4' 

From  the  regifter  of  my  pradlice  at  this 
Charity  during  the  two  firfl  years  after 
its  eftabliihment,  I have  feledled  the  cafes 
which  are  contained  in  this  volume,  that 
I may  put  it  in  the  power  of  others  to 
profit  by  fa(5ls  which  were  inftruclive  to 
myfelf.  With  the  fame  intention,  I am 
now  preparing  for  publication,  in  a fe- 
cond  volume,  the  moft  lingular  and  im- 
portant obfervations  which  have  occurred 
to  me  fince  the  prefent  volume  was  firfl 
publifhed.  I am  fully  aware,  that  thofe 
who  read  this  publication  with  the  foie 
view  of  finding  fault,  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  detedling  ample  foundation  for 
criticifm  : yet  I trufl,  that  thofe  who  per- 
ufe  it  from  the  hopes  of  receiving  infor- 
mation, will  find  fome  compenfation  for 
their  trouble. 

But  if  my  labours  have  any  effedl  of 

this 


( ) 

this  kind,  there  is  ftlll  greater  reafon  to 
hope,  that  your  exertions  in  the  fervice 
of  this  Charity  will  have  more  obvious 
and  more  extenfive"  influence  in  promo- 
ting the  public  good.  The  aiflive  part 
which  you  have  taken  in  forwarding'  the 
credlion  of  a building  for  the  ufe.of  the 
Edinburgh  Difpenfary,'  will  not  only  fur- 
nifh  it  with  many  conveniencies  which  it 
has  never  hitherto  enjoyed,  but  will  alfq 
probably  have  the  effedl  of  giving  perpe- 
tuity to  the  inftitudon,  If  its  falutary  in- 
fluence fhall  tlius  be  extended  to  future 
ages,  poflerity  ought  then  with- gratitude 
to  remember,  that  thofe  who  apply  for  aid 
at  the  Difpenfary,-  when  opprefled  with 
the  accumulated  evils  of  poverty,  and  dif- 
eafe,  are  principally  indebted  to  you  for 
the  bleflings  derived  from  this  charitable 
cftablifliment. 

f 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  ever  faithful  friend, 

E D I N.  1 8th  Oa,  ? 

I 7 8 o.  5 • 

ANDREW  DUNCAN, 
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WHEN  T introdiice  this  volume  to  the 
public,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  fay  any 
thing  refpe£ting  the  motives  by- which  I have 
been  prompted  to  publifti  it.  But  it  is  neceffary 
briefly  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  work  itfelf. 

* X 

The  reader  will  learn,  from  the  general  title^ 
that  it  confifts  of  two  parts ; of  medical  cafes  fe- 
iected  from  the  records  of  the  public  Difpenfary 
at  Edinburgh ; and,  of  remarks  and  obfervations 
which  were  delivered  in  a courfe  of  ledures,  of 
which  thefe  cafes  were  i the  fubjed. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  a fiiggeftion  from 
feveral  ftudents  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  and. 
in  compliance  with  their  requcft,  that  I'firft  un- 
dertook to  deliver  ledures,  at  that  place,  on  the 
cafes  of  patients  fubjeded  to  chronical  difeafes. 
With  this  view,  I then  propofed  to  give  medicines 
gratis  to  a few  patients  only  who  might  be 
•the  fubjed  of  ledures.  But  the  number  of  in- 
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digent  mdlviduals,  who  made  daily  application  to 
be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  this  charity,  foon 
led  to  the  efliablifliment  of  a Public  Difpenfary 
at  Edinburgh.  By  this  means,  fome  cafes,  fo 
peculiar  and  important  in  their  nature,  became 
the  fubjeO:  of  thefe  ledlures,  that,  I concluded, 
they  might  be  of  no  inconfiderable  ufe,  as  afford- 
. ing  medical  inftru£lion  beyond  the  fphere  for 
which  they  were  originally  intended.  And,  with 
this  view,  the  prefent  feleftion  of  cafes  and  ob* 
fervations  are  now  fubmitted  to  public  examina- 
tion. 

The  cafes,  and  fubfequent  reports,  are  intend- 
ed as  a faithful  record  of  fads.  Some  readers 
v/ill,  no  doubt,  conclude,  that  neither  the  fingu- 
larity  nor  importance  of  thefe  fads  is  fuch,  as  to 
merit  great  attention.  It  has  often  been  faid, 
particularly  by  thofe  who  prefer  theoretical  rea- 
foning  to  pradical  obfervation  in  medicine,  that 
the  publication  of  folitary  fads,  which  lead  to  no 
general  conclufion,  can, be  of  very  little  confe- 
<]uence.  And,  on  this  account,  it  may  be  thought 
of  equally  little  ufe  to  publilh  fmgular  cafes,  as 
to  relate  thofe  which  mud  daily  occur  to  every^ 
praditioner.  But  he  who  wiflies  to  regulate  his 
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practice,  not  by  what  a warm  imagination  may 
fuggeft,  but  by-what  has  already  happened,  will 
prefer  fair  analogy  to  mere  fpeculation.  And 
even  the  mofl  enthufiaftic  theorifl  mufl;  allow, 
that,  while  fa£ls  are  the  bafis  of  his  opinion,  it  is 
by  thefe  only  that  his  ingenious  conjedtures  can 
be  fully  confirmed;  Pra£titioners  of  every  fecb, 
then,  mufl  concur  in  wifhing,  that  fafts  fhould 
be  .accurately  recorded,  and  generally  known. 
And,  if  cafes  have  fometimes  been  obtruded  on 
the  public  which  hardly  deferve  notice,  there  is 
certainly  much,  more  reafon  for  regreting,  that 
many  fa6ls,  by  which  the  medical  art  might  be 
materially  improved,  are  every  day  loft,  from 
neglect  on  the  part  of  thofe  to  whom  they  have 
occurred:  Or  that,  at  the  utmoft,  they  have  ferved 
only  to  inftrudl  a fingle  individual,  and  the  li- 
mited circle  of  his  acquaintance,  while,  by  publi- 
cation, they  would  have  proved  much  more  ex- 
tenfively  ufeful.  When,  therefore,  1 prefent  to  the 
public,  fads  which  afforded  inftrudion  to  myfelf, 
my  condud  needs  no  apology,  and  the  intention, 
at  leaft,  merits  approbation. 

The  fads  contained  in  the  following  volume, 
confift  principally  of  minute  defcriptions  of  the 
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fymptoms  'and  progrefs  of  difeafcs,  and  of  faith- 
ful accounts  of  the  effcdls  of  medicine. 

It  is  but  fair  to  mention,  that'  the  hlftorics  of 
the  cafes,  taken  at  the  admillion  of  the  patients, 
•were  not  drawn  up  by  myfelf.  For  thefe  1 have 
been  indebted  to  the  aid  of  three  gentlemen,  Mr 
William  Browne  from  Yorkfhire,  Mr  Samuel 
By  am  Athill  from  Antigua,  and  Mr  Charles 
Darwin  from  Litchfield,  who,  while  they  have 
been  fiudents  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  have, 
at  different  periods,  officiated  as  my  affiftants  at 
the  pifpenfary.  Of  ihe  accuracy  with  which 
thefe  gentlemen  have  fulfilled  this  p:;rt  of  their 
duty,  the  reader  mufl:  judge  for  bimfelf.  I fhalf 
only  fay, -that,  if  1 had  .not  repofed  the  mofi: 
thorough  confidence  in  their  judgment  and  at- 
tention, 1 would  never  have  entrufled  them  with 
an  office,  on  the  proper  difcharge  of  which,,  my 
own  reputation  very  much  depended. 

In  delineating  the  hiflory  of  every  cafe,  I have, 
in  general,  recommended  it  to  them  to  begin 
with  giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the' 
patient,  independently  of  his  difeafe,  briefly  men- 
tioning the  age,  fe:??,  temperament,  condition  of 
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life,  and  other  circumftances,  which  could 
throw  light  on  the  nature  of  the  patient’s  con- 
ftitution  ; in  the  next  place,  to  give  a full  de- 
feription  of  all  the  fymptoms  with  which  the  pa- 
tient was  alfeded  at  the  time  of  drawing  up  the 
hiftory ; then  to  give  an  account  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe ; afterwards,  to  enumerate  thofe 
remote  caufes  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
had  any  lhare,  as  inducing  the  affeftion  ; and, 
laflly,  to  mention  the.  remedies  employed  before 
admilTion,  and  the  effefts  refulting  from  thefe. 
This  order,  though  neceffarily  varied  by  the  cir- 
cumltances  of  different  cafes,  has  been  pretty  ge- 
nerally adhered  to. 

« 

I 

In  the  fubfequent  reports,  which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a continuation  of  the  hiftory,  and  which 
record  the  practice  which  was  employed  with  a 
view  to  the  cure,  the  method  which  I have  in  gene- 
ral followed  has  been,  firft,  to  mention  the  obvious 
effects  which  refulted  from  the  medicines  that 
were  ufed ; then  to  give  an  account  of  the  changes 
which  had  happened,  with  regard  to  fymptoms  be- 
fore exifting;  next,  to  be  taken  notice  of  new  oc- 
currences, and  ok  the  ftatc  of  the  principal  func- 
tions j and,  laftly,  to  conclude  withpreferibing  fuch 
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medicines  a&  the  condition  of  the  afFedion  at  the 
tune  feeined  to  indicate.  1 am  far  from  alledging, 
that  the  plan  which  has  here  been  followed,  in 
giving  a detail  of  fa£ts,  is  free  from  objeftions. 
Yet,  after  frequently  confidering  tins  fubjedt,  it 
appears  to  me  to  afford  a diflind  and  accurate 
view  of  thofe  particulars,  which  it  is  moft  material 
to  know,  rcfpe£ling  the  appearance  of  difeafes,  in 
their  nature  Angular,  or  the  effects  of  remedies 
which  have  not  been  in  frequent  ufe. 

After  this  fhort  account  of  the  method  which 
has  been  profecuted  in  relating  fa6fs,  I (hall  next 
fay  a few  words  refpefting  the  plan  which  has 
been  followed  in  delivering  obfervatlons  on  thefe 
fads.  It  has  already  been  faid,  that  thefe  ob- 
fervations  were  firlt  delivered  as  clinical  or  cafe- 
ledures ; and  they  are  now  prefented  to  the  pu- 
blic, nearly  in  the  fame  flate  in  which  they  were 
firfl  given  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  did  me  the 
honour  of  attending  my  ledures. 

I have  often  delivered  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
k is  hardly  poffible  to  conceive  any  method  of 
reaching  the  practical  part  of  medicine,  which  is 
■ better  calculated  for  conveying  ufcful  informa- 
tion 
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non,  than  clinical  or  cafe-le6:ures.  The  bene* 
fits  refulting  from  thefe,  indeed,  muft  depend 
much  on  the  judgment  and  abilities  of  the  teach- 
er. And,  in  delivering  thefe  leftures  with  all 
the  advantages  of  which  they  are  capable,  the  ut- 
moft  medical  knowledge,  conjoined  with  the 
longed  experience,  will  be  found  unequal  to  the 
talk,  unlefs  they  be  fupported  by  unwearied  at- 
tention, and  unlefs  the  remarks  be  delivered  on 
a proper  plan.  Confeious  of  my  own  deficien- 
cies, and  of  the  numberlefs  difficulties  with  whicll 
medicine  is  flill  perplexed,  I am  fully  aware,  that 
the  obfervations  here  delivered,  will  not  appear 
equally  interefling  to  every  reader.  And,  I am 
far  from  affTeriing,  that  the  plan  which  has  here 
been  followed,  is  the  beff:  that  could  be  devifed. 
Taking  it  for  granted,  however,  that  the  ultimate 
aim  of  every  praditioner  is  to  know  difeafes,  and 
to  be  able  to  cure  them,  thefe  objedfs  are  the  ba- 
fis  of  my  remarks.  My  chief  aim,  then,  in  the 
obfervations  here  delivered  On  particular  cafes, 
has  been  tO  afeertain  the  name  and  nature  of  the 
difeafe ; to  point  out  thofe  general  principles  on 
which  1 imagined  that  a cure  might  mofl;  reafo- 
nably  be  expeded  j and  to  mention  the  remedies 
from  which  I thought  that  there  was  the  greateft 
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chance  of  fuccef&.  But,  as  the  reputation  of 
praditioner  is  often  as  much  affected  by  the  opi- 
nion which  he  may  deliver^  refpeding  the  event 
of  a difeafe,  as  by  the  judgment  which  he  exerts 
in  the  treatment  of  it,  this  alfo  has  been  the  fub- 
jed  of  remark.  And  attention  to  the  grounds 
of  prognofis  is  a particular  which  merits  ferious 
confideration  from  every  one  who  is  engaged  in 
the  pradice  of  the  healing  art.  While  an  un- 
fortunate event,  that  has  not  been  forefeen,  will 
greatly  injure  his  reputation,  he  will  often  derive 
more  fame  from  a lucky  predidion,  than  from 
the  moft  judicious  plan  of<  cure. 

It  is  indeed  to  be  obferved,  that,  on  the  ful)- 

-5  * 

jed  of  prognofis,  i have  delivered  my  fentiments, 
in  ledures,  with  greater  freedom  than  any  one 
ought  to  do  in  pradice.  And,  if  my  conjedures 
have  not  always  been  well  founded,  it  will,  I 
hope,  at  lead  ferve  to  fhew,  that,  even  where 
there  are  probable  grounds  for  judgment,  no 
certain  conclufion  ought  to  be  drawn. 

But,  although  obfervations  on  the  name  and 
nature  of  each  difeafe,  on  the  .prognofis,  and  on 

the 
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the  praQ:ice,’  form  the  principal  part  of  the  ob- 
fcrvations,  yet,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  I have 
not  unfrcquently  given  place  to  remarks  of  a dif- 
ferent nature.  I have  fometimes  taken  an  op- 
portunity of  drawing,  from  particular  cafes,  proofs 
of  peculiar  dodrines,  and  of  delivering  conjec- 
tures, which  fome,  perhaps,  may  confider  as  in 
a great  meafure  the  work  of  imagination.  I 
hope,  however,  that,  on  fuch  cccafions,  I have 
uniformly  exprelTed  myfelf  with  that  diffidence 
which  the  intricacy  of  the  fubjeff  demands.  And, 
if  my  opinions  refpedling  the  nature  of  fome  dif- 
eafes,  and  the  operation  of  fome  remedies,  differ 
from  the  doctrines  moft  commonly  received,  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  thefe  alfo  are  not 
eftablifhed  on  infallible  evidence.  Even  the  mere 
fuggeftion  of  opinions,  although  not  ftriflly  foun- 
ded in  truth,  may  lead  to  pradiccs  which  w'ill 
improve  the  healing  art.  ' And  fuppofitions, 
which  can,  at  prefent,  be  confidered  in  no  other 
light  but  as  vague  conjefture,  may  yet.be  con- 
firmed by  future  obfervation.  In  as  far,  there- 
fore, as  thefe  do  not  ferve  to  millead  in  praflice, 
they  deferve  confideration.  And  I hope,  that 
any  farther  apology  for  introducing  them  will  be 
thought  unneceffary. 
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After  this  fhort  view  of  the  nature  of  the  pri- 
fent  work,  I leave  the  reader  to  form  a judgment 
of  it,  from  a candid  confideration  of  its  contents. 
By  that  judgment,  my  future  conduct  will,  in 
fome  meafure,  be  regulated.  And,  if  the  pre- 
fent  produftion  lhall  fo  far  meet  with  a favour- 
able reception,  as  may  give  room  for  believing, 
that  it  is  not  unacceptable  to  medical  readers, 
when  I have  been  able  to  colledt  fuch  materials, 
as  I think  deferve  notice,  I may,  perhaps,  iub- 
j[e£l  another  volume  to  public  examination. 


Edin.  ift  Oct. 
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CASE  I. 

\ 

Gbfervat'ions  on  a Cafe  of  Epilepfy,  cured  by  the 
Ufe  of  the  Cuprum  Ammoniacum, 

f 

JAMES  LIND,  admitted  November  7.  lyytJ, 

ot  a fair  complexion,  fpare  habit,  and  flender 

make,  is  affeded  with  fits,  which  generally  at- 
/ 

tack  him  once  in  the  fpace  of  a week,  but  which 
. do  not  obferve  any  regular  period.  In  thefe  fits, 
he  becomes  infenfible,  is  affeded  with  firong 
convullive  motions  of  his  legs  and  arms,  and 
foams  at  the  mouth.  In  this  ftate,  he  ufually 
-«ontinues  for  near  half  an  hour.  He  then  a- 

wakeSj, 
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wakes,  as  if  from  a fleep,  and  complains  of 
flight  headach  ; but  he  has  no  confeionfnefs  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  affeded.  Pulfe 
108  ; belly  regular  j tongue  moifl ; appetite  na- 
tural. 

Thefe  fits  began  about  four  years  ago,  and 
had,  from  the  beginning,  nearly  the  fame  ap- 
pearance as  at  prefent.  Bilt,  at  firft,  they  were 
lefs  frequent,  and  lefs  fevere. 

He  knows  no  particular  caufe  to  which  they 
can  be  afligned.  But  he  has  lived  conftantly  in 
the  fame  houfe  with  his  mother,  who  has  been 
long  affedled  with  fimilar  complaints;  and  he  has 
all  along  flept  in  the  fame  bed  with  her. 

I 

'No  medicines  have  as  yet  been  employed 

with  a view  to  remove  this  diflemper. 

' Capiat  pilulam  caeruleam  unam  omni  node  ad 

cubitum  eundum. 

\ 

November  16.  He  had  forne  ficknefs  from 
the  firfl  dofes  of  the  pills,  but  they  never  occa- 
fioned  vomiting.  He  has  had  but  one  fit  fince 
he  began  the  pills  ; it  was,  however,  rather  more 
fevere,  and  of  longer  duration  than  his  fits  have 
ufually  been  beforet 

Obferva<^ 
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Obfervations  on  this  Cafe,  delivered  November  30. 

This  boy  is  our  patient  for  a complaint,  in 
many  refpedls  fimilar  to  that  with  which  his  mo- 
ther is  affeded,  who  is  alfo,  at  prefent,  under 
our  care.  We  have  little  hefitation' in  pronoun- 
cing the  affedion,  to  which  he  is  fubjeded,  to  be 
epilepfy.  Of  this,  almofl:  fufficient  evidence  is 
afforded,  from  ihofe  ccnvulfive  motions  occur- 
ring in  paroxyfms, 'with  which  he  is  at  times  af- 
feded.  It  is  indeed  true,  that,  in  hyfteric  fits, 
which,  unquefliionably,  conftitute  an  affedion  of 
a very  different  nature,  appearances  fomewhat  fi- 
milar a!fo  occur.  And,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
diftindion  between  the  two  difeafes  is  very  dif- 
ficult. But,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  there  is,  I 
think,  little  room  for  doubt.  It  gives  fome  pre- 
fumption  of  epilepfy  that  our  patient  is  a male. 
The  male  fex,  although  it  fometimes  happens,, 
are  but  rarely  fubjeded  to  hyfteria.  Befides  this, 
many  of  the  fymptoms  commonly  attending  hyf- 
teria, particularly  the  affedions  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  are  here  abfent.  Our  patient  has  never  been 
aftcded  with  the  fenfe  of  a ball  rifmg  to  his  throat, 
the  globus  hyjlericus,  as  it  has  been  called, 
which  many  reckon  a pathognomonic  fymptom  of 

tha| 


14  MEDICAL  CASES 


that  affe£tion.  His  fits  are  attended  with  foam- 
ing at  the  mouth,  which,  although  it  may  feem 
to  be  a circumftance  but  of  little  importance, 
yet,  very  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs  in  proper  hyf- 
teric  fits.  But  we  have  here  a fyinptom  af- 
fording a ftill  fironger  diftindtion  than  any  of 
thofe  already  mentioned,  in  the  total  abolition  of 
fenfe,  which  occurs  during  his  fits.  After  he 
has  recovered  from  his  fits,  he  is  not  confcious 
of  any  thing  that  has  happened  to  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  hyfteric  fits,  although  patients 
be  unable  to  fpeak,  yet,  they  fee  what  palfes  a- 
round  them,  they  hear  what  is  faid,  and  can  re- 
colle£t  what  has  happened.  From  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  taken  together,  then,  I pronounce 
this  patient  to  be  affected  with  epilepfy. 

It  will  naturally  occur,  as  a queftion,  to  what 
caufe  the  epilepfy,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  is  to 
be  attributed.  The  prefumption  is,  that  this 
patient  derives  his  difeafe  from  his  mother.  She 
had  long  laboured  under  fimilar  complaints  be- 
fore he  was  fubjeded  to  them.  But,  although 
this  gives  a probability  that  his  affcdion,  in  fome 
nieafure,  originated  from  that  of  his  parent, 
yet,  there  is  here  room  for  doubt,  refpeding  the 
manner  in  which  this  may  be  fuppoled  to  hap- 

pen. 
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pen.  It  is,  on  all  hands,  allowed,  that  epilepfy 
is  an  hereditary  alFcdion.  And  there  are  many 
who  contend,  that  it  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes  which 
may  be  propagated  by  infection.  It  falls,  there- 
fore, to  be  inquired,  whether  the  difeafe  of  our 
patient  can  be  afcribed  to  any  of  thefe  caufes,  or 
whether  there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  neither. 

To  the  fuppofition  of  its  depending  on  a he- 
reditary difpofition,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  there 
are  many  objeftions.  We  are  affured,  that,  ex- 
cept his  mother,  no  one  elfe  of  his  relations  has 
ever  been  affeded  with  fuch  a complaint.  And, 
with  his  mother,  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  have  arifen 
from  violent  agitation  of  mind,  occafioned  by  the 
fudden  death  of  her  hufband,  an  event  which 
did  not  happen  till  feveral  years  after  the  birth 
of  this  fon. 

I'hat  epilepfy  is  a difeafe  really  of  an  in- 
fedious  nature,  capable  of  being  communi- 
cated by  coiitad,  is  an  opinion,  in  fupport 
ot  which  1 know  no  probable  argument.  But 
it  is  well  known,  that,  with  very  delicate  ha- 
bits, difeafes  which  cannot  be  faid  to  be  infec- 
tious, are  yn  catching,  .from  the  principle  of 
imitation.  Ot  tins  wc  have  a rentarkabie  initance 

in 
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in  hyfteria.  When  feveral  patients,  fubjeded  to 
this  affedtion,  are  lodged  in  the  fame  ward  of  an 
hofpital,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  ht  of  one 
brings  on  that  of  another.  And  what,  in  this 
refpedt,  holds  of  hyfteria,  may  be  readily  fuppo- 
fed  to  hold  with  epilepfy,  where  the  appearance 
of  the  fits  is  much  more  terrible. 

I would  then  confider  the  difeafe  of  this  pa- 
tient, not  as  the  confequence  of  infedion  from 
fleeping  with  his  mother,  but  as  proceeding  from 
his  having  frequently  had  occafion  to  fee  her  fub- 
jeded  to  fits.  And  this  is  not  the  firft  inftance 
I have  met  with,  where  I have  reckoned  it  pro- 
bable, that,  with  delicate  habits,  epilepfy  was  to 
be  aferibed  to  the  fame  caufe.  Not  many  months 
ago,  my  pradice  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  furnifli- 
ed  'me  with  a cafe,  which  I confidered  to  be  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  this. 

Ihe  prognofis  which  I am  difpofed  to  g.rve,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  is  lefs  unfavourable  than  in  mofl 
inftances  of  epilepfy.  I muft  own,  indeed,  that 
I entertain  no  very  fanguine  hopes  of  recovery. 
For  epilepfy,  even  in  its  flighteft  form,  is  always 
a ftiubborn  affedion.  At  the  fame  time,  I fee 
no  reafon  to  dread  any  immediate  danger  in  the 
prefent  iaftance.  It  is  indeed  true,  we  can  never 
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be  certain,  tliat  a patient  fubje£led  to  epilepfy  may 
not  be  cut  off  even  by  the  next  fit.  Yet,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  one  of  thofe  difeafes  which  is  more 
terrible  than  really  dangerous.  And,  it  will 
even  continue  with  greater  violence,  than  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  a 
very  long  life.  We  may  farther  remark,  that^ 
while  it  is  a difeafe  which,  on  fome  occalions  at 
' leaft,  has  admitted  of  cure,  there  is,  perhaps,  as  ■ 
good  a chance  of  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
as  in  moft  others.  There  is  no  circumftance 
which  would  lead  us  to  believe,  that  his  difeafe 
arifes  from  any  fixed  or  irremovable  caiife.  And^ 
as  our  patient  is  yet  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
his  fyftem  muft  neceffarily  be  fubje6led  to  feveral 
changes.  From  thefe,  even  without  the  aid  of 
remedies,  we  may  expect  fome  effed,  as  tending 
'iPdiminifti  the  mobility  of  the  fyftem.  And,  I 
am  not  without  hope,  that,  by  proper  treatment, 
his  difeafe  may  be  alleviated,  if  hot  remo- 
ved. 

r 

The  removal  of  the  complaint  of  this  patient 
is,' I apprehend,  chiefly  to  be  expeded'  from  one 
of  two  circumftances  5 either  by  the  removal  of 
the  exciting  caiife,  or  by  inducing  fuch  a change 
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in  the  flate  of  the  nervous  power,  that  the  ex- 
citing caufc  will  ceafe  to  have  its  former  effeft. 

On  the  lafl  of  thefe  footings,  1 have  begun  an 
attempt  to  cure  with  the  prefent  patient.  And  I 
liave  prefcribed  for  him  one  of  the  mofl  power- 
ful tonics  with  which  I am  acquainted : I mean 
the  cuprum  ammoniacum.  This  remedy  has,  of 
late,  been  much  ufed  in  epilepfy.  And  many 
are  inclined  to  think,  that  it  has  been  employed, 
in  different  infhances,  with  much  fuccefs..  1 wifli, 
therefore,  in  the  prefent-,  which  L confider  to  be- 
a favourable  inftance  of  epilepfy,  to  give  it  a full- 
and  fair  trial ; and,  that  we  may  be  more  cer- 
tain of  its  effeds,  not  to  conjoin  it  with  any  o- 
ther  medicine.  Like  other  preparations  of  cop- 
per, however,  it  is  a fubftance  of  great  adivity». 
It  requires,  therefore,  to  be  managed  with  much 
caution  ; and  it  is  neceffary  that  we  fhould  be- 
gin with  a fmall  dofet  Yet,  to  obtain  its  full  ef- 
fed,  the  dofe  mull  be  gradually  increafed  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  the  patient  is  able  to  bear. 

Should  this  remedy,  after  fuch  a trial,  fail  in 
producing  the  elFed  which  we  exped  from  it,  I 
mean  to  conjoin  it  with  a medicine,  which,  I 
imagine,  is  in  lome  meafure  of  the  fame  nature^ 
that  IS,  the  flowers,  or  more  properly,  the  calx 

of 
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■‘of  zinc.  I am  led  to  fuggeft  this  trial  on  the  au- 
thority of  Doctor  Odicr  of  Geneva.  He  thinks, 
that  he  has  found  good  effects  from  fuch  a con- 
•jundtion,  where  each  of  the  remedies,  taken  by 
itfclf,  had  failed.  And,  what  may  be  confidered 
as  fomewhat  fingular,  he  found,  that  it  did  not 
•require  a diminution  of  the  dofe  of  either.  Ac- 
-cording  to  his  obfervations,  a patient  will  bear, 
•without  ficknefs,  as  much  of  both  taken  together, 
as  of  each  feparately.  Should  both  thefe  reme- 
dies fail,  I would  not -yet  defpair  of  a cure  in  this 
cafe.  Even  the  fame  ^remedies,  at  a later  period 
of  life,  may  have  ^the  ^effe£l  of  removing  this 
complaint.  And,  Oiould  they  at  prefent  fail  after 
a fair  trial,  we  may  have  reccurfe  to  Peruvian 
bark  and  cold  bathing.  If  all  thefe  give  no  alle- 
v’^ion,  I mull  own  1 fliall  lofe  hopes  of  being,  at 
.prefent,  of  fervice  to  this  .patient.  Yet,  I would 
.not  fay  that  he  may  not  afterwards  be  recovered. 
But,  of  the  termination  of  this  cafe,  we  fliall  per- 
haps be  able  to  fpcak  with  more  confidence 
■when  we  have  made  fome  of  the  trials  propofed. 

Subje^uent  Reports. 

November  He  has  had  no  ficknefs  from 
‘the  continuance  of  the  pills.  Plis  fits  are  now 

lefs 
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lefs  frequent,  and  do  not  take  place  on  the  fame 
accidents  which  formerly  induced  them.  Capiat 
Pllulos  caeruleas  duas  omni  ve/pere^  et  pilulatn  u- 
nam  omni  mane. 

December  14.  He  has  had  no  fit  fince  the 
lad  report,  although  he  has  taken  none  of  the 
pills  for  fome  days.  In  other  refpects,  he  enjoys 
good  health.  And,  it  is  obferved,  that  he  is  not 
now  affeded  with  llartings  during  his  deep, 
which  were" before  frequent  with  him.  Continuen- 
tur pilulae  caeruleae  ; fed  capiat  folummodo  imam 
onmi  node  ad  cubitum  eundum. 

December  21.  He  has  taken  a pill  regularly 
every  night,  and  fUll  continues  free  from  any  re- 
turn of  fits.  Continuentur  pilulae  ut  antea. 

December  28.<  He  continues  free  frorn  even 
the  lead  appearance  of  his  former  fits.  But  he 
was  affeded  with  vomiting  after  his  lad  pill;  and, 
fince  that,  he  has  complained  of  the  want  of  ap- 
petite. Intermittantur  pilulae  caeruleae ; et  ca- 
piat pulveris  corticis  Feruviani  fcrupulum  unum, 
omni  vefpere  et  mane. 

January  4.  He  dill  continues  free  from  asy 
return'  of  the  fits,  and  he  has  had  no  ficknefs 
fince  he  omitted  the  pilulae  caeruleae.  Let  him 
|)e  difinifled. 
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Obfervations,  delivered  January  1 1 . 

I formerly  pronounced  the  cafe  of  this  patient 
to  be  epilepfy,  and  I confidered  it  to  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  difeafe  of  his  mother,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  other  nervous  affefitions  are 
communicated,  by  the  principle  of  imitation. 
Since  the  treatment  of  this  cafe  was  begun,  I 
have  found  no  reafon  to  alter  my  opinion  with 
refped;  to  it.  I mufl,  however,  obferve,  that 
the  termination  which  has  taken  place,  has  been 
more  favourable  than  I expeded.  I know  no 
remedy  bn  which  we  can  rely  with  any  great 
degree  of  confidence  for  the  removal  of  this  af- 
fedion.  In  every  cafe,  therefore,  the  event  inufi: 
be  very  uncertain. 

I obferved,  however,  that,  from  the  opinion 
I had  formed,  refpeding  the  caufe  giving  rife  to 
this  patient’s  epilepfy,  I looked  upon  it  to  be  a 
cafe,  in  which  there  was  a better  chance  of  cure 
than  in  moft  others.  And,  I was  led  to  enter- 
tain hopes,  principally  from  the  fuppofition,  that 
this  complaint  was  not  fupported  by  'any  local 
affedion.  Thefe  hopes  have  now  been  "more 
than  fulfilled.  For  this  patient  has  obtained,  if 
not  a perfed  cure,  at  leaft  a fufpenfion  of  his  dif- 
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cafe  much  fooner  than  1 expefted.  He  has  not  only- 
been  freed  from  his  fits  at  the  ufual  periods,  but 
even^when  he  has  been  fubjected  to  thofe  exci- 
ting caafes  which  formerly  induced  them,  he  has 
fuffered  no  dihurbance.  And,  that  a material 
change  has  taken  place  in  his  conftitutibn,  is  de- 
monlfrated,  by  his  being  free  from  ifartings  du- 
ring his  fleep.  This,  I think,  affords  inconteflible 
evidence  of  a diminution  of  irritability. 

In  this  fituation,  I reckoned  it  unneceffary  that 
be  ftiould  any  longer  continue  his  attendance 
here.  I would  not,  however,  from  this,  be  un- 
dcrflood  to  pronounce  that  he  is  perfedly  cured. 
And  I would  not  be  furprifed  at  hearing  that  he 
has  again  returns  of  his  fits,  efpecially  as  he  flili 
continues  to  be  expofed  to  the  fame  occafional 
caufe  which  at  firft  induced  thefe  fits.  Yet,  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  there  is  fome  grounds 
for  hoping  that  this  may  not  be  the  cafe  ; parti- 
cularly, if  his  mother  follow  the  advice  I have 
given  her,  of  getting  him  placed  at  fome  dlf- 
tance  from  her. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I remarked,  that 
we  might  proceed  on  two  different  footings.  In 
fuch  inftances,  a cure  may  be  aimed  at,  either 
by  attempting  the  removal  of  the  exciting  caufe, 

or. 
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or,  by  endeavouring  to  induce  fuch  a change  in 
the  ftate  of  the  nervous  energy,  that,  although 
exciting  caufes  ftiil  continued  to  ad,  they  Ihould 
ceafe  to  be  produdive  of  the  former  effect.  It  ' 
is  on  the  kit  of  thefe  principles  that  I apprehend 
relief  is  inoff  frequently  afforded  in  epilepfy.  It 
would  feein,  from  many  phaenomena,  that  a cer- 
tain degree  of  mobility  in  the  nervous  energy, 
and  irritability  in  the  moving  fibres,  are  necelfary 
conditions  for  the  occurrence  of  epileptic  fits, 
even  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  difeafe  may  be  faid 
to  depend  on  a local  affection.  And  hence  it  is, 
that  relief  has  fometiroes  been  obtained  from 
different  tonic  medicines,  where  epilepfy  has  event 
been  produced  by  an  exoltofis  within  the  fkulh 
It  was  on  this  general  principle,  then,  that  I pro- 
pofed  to  attempt  a cure  in  the  prefent  cafe  j and, 
through  the  whole  treatment,  I found  no  reafon 
to  alter  my  plan. 

I began  the  treatment  of  this  cafe  with  put- 
ting our  patient  on  the  ufe  of  the  pilulae  caeruleae^ 
a new  formula  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia. 
I need  not  obferve,  that  the  only  active  part  of 
thefe  pills  is  a preparation  of  copper.  And  here, 
perhaps,  that  metal  is  in  the  mildeff  faline  ffate 
to  which  it  can  be  reduced. 
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'I  he  introdudlion  of  the  ufe  of  copper  for  me- 
dical purpofes,  feems  to  have  been  of  very  an- 
tient  date.  For  the  beft  hiftory  that  I know  of 
it,  I may  refer  you  to  an  inaugural  differtation, 
De  Cupro,  publiflied  at  the  Univerfity  of  Edin- 
burgh, about  twenty  years  ago,  by  Doftor  Ruflel. 
In  its  pure  metallic  ftate,  it  is  capable  of  exerting 
no  adtion  on  the  human  body,  unlefs  in  a me- 
chanical way.  But,  it  would  appear,  that  feve- 
' ral  preparations  of  it,  as  the  fquamae,  verdegris, 
and  the  like,  were  employed  externally  as  medi- 
cal applications,  as  early  as  the  days  of  Hippo- 
crates ; but,  when  taken  internally,  it  was  long 
conlidered  as  a poifon.  And,  indeed,  fuch  are 
its  ftimulant  effects,  that  the  gfeateft  part  of  the 
preparations  cannot  be  employed,  even  in  fmall 
dofes.  This  is  particularly  the  cafe  with  refpeft 
to  verdegris.  In  all  its  faline  ftates,  however, 
it  has  not  an  equally  violent  aftion  as  a ftimulus. 
And,  from  its  aftringent  power  externally,  it  was 
concluded,  that  it  might  have  the  fame  effcdl  on 
the  fyftem  from  internal  ufe. 

It  is  now  determined  by  experience,  that,  of 
all  the  preparations  of  copper,  thofe  with  the 
neutral  falts,  particularly  with  the  ammoniaca^ 
falts,  are  the  Icaft  virulent.  And,  it  is  not  im- 
probable. 
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probable,  that  the  remedy  introduced  by  Mr 
Boyle,  under  the  title  of  Ens  Veneris^  was  of 
this  kind.  On  this  remedy  he  beftows  very 
high  encomiums,  in  all  difeafes  attended  with  u- 
niverfal  laxity.  Since  the  days  of  Mr  Boyle, 
the  cuprum  ammoniacum  has  been  recommended 
to  the  attention  of  pradlitioners  by  feveral  Ger- 
man writers.  And  papers  on  this  fubjecl  are  to 
be  met  with  in  the  memoirs  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Berlin,  and  in  the  Ephemerides  Germa- 
nicae. Since  the  publication  of  thefe  papers,  it 
has  not  unfrequently  been  employed  in  epilepfy. 
And,  it  has  been  alledged,  that  the  ufe  of  it  has 
often  been  attended  with  confiderable  advantage. 
It  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  imagined,  that  we  fliall 
ever  obtain  a remedy  which  will  prove  effedlual 
in  every  cafe  of  epilepfy.  It  is,  however,  of  great 
confequence  to  poffels  one  which  will  fucceed  in' 
fome  inftances. 

I have  ufed  this  remedy  in  feveral  cafes  be- 
fidc  the  prefent.  In  fome  of  them  I could  not 
fay  that  it  was  of  any  benefit  ; in  others,  it  had, 
I think,  manifeftly  good  effeCfs.  But  I mult,  at 
the  fame  time,  add,  that  no  cafe  has  come  under 
my  care,  in  which  it  was  productive  of  fo  re- 
markable benefit  as  in  the  preient.  I do  not, 

D however. 
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however,  mean  to  reprefent  this  as  the  frrongeft 
inftance  of  the  fuccefs  that  has  been  had  from  it. 
A cafe,  in  its  circumftances  much  more  obfti- 
nate,  is  recorded  by  DoQor  Ruffel  in  the  dilfer- 
tation  1 have  already  mentioned.  There,  indeed, 
the  remedy  was  long  continued,  and  to  a very 
confiderable  extent.  It  was  given,  even  to  the 
quantity  of  nine  grains,  three  times  a day  j and 
not  only  without  bad  effcfts,  but  even  with  the 
befl  confequences. 

1 hold  the  cuprum  ammonlacum,  however, 
from  its  ftimulant  effe£ts,  to  be  one  of  thofe  me- 
dicines which  requires  always  to  be  begun  in 
fmall  dofes  1 ordered  for  our  prefent  patient, 
then,  at  the  co,.;mencement,  one  pill  only.  And 
each  of  \ht  pilulae  caeruleae  contains  but  half  a 
grain  of  the  cuprum.  This  dofe  was  repeated 
morning  and  evening.,  At  fir  ft,  it  occafioned  a 
flight  degree  of  flcknefs  j but,  as  this  ficknefs 
was  neither  attended  with  vomiting  nor  loofenefs, 
I foon  ventured  to  double  the  dofe  in  the  even- 
ing. For,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  medicines  of 
this  nature  have  lefs  effed  in  producing  ficknefs, 
when  they  are  given  in  the  evening,  than  when 
they  are  taken  with  an  empty  ftomach.  While 
he  continued  the  medicine  to  this  extent,  the  fre- 
quency 
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quency  of  his  fits  gradually  diminifhed,  and  in  no 
long  time  they  entirely  left  him.  In  place,  there- 
fore, of  farther  increafing  the  dole,  I thought  it 
neceffary  to  diminifh  it.  And  even  'when  this 
was  done,  there  was  flill  fome  fufpicion  of  its 
exciting  vomiting.  From  this  fufpicion,  I was 
induced  intirely  to  omit  the  ufe  of  it.  But,  that 
I might  not  fuddenly  give  up  a powerful  tonic,  I 
ordered,  as  a fubflitute,  the  Peruvian  bark ; and, 
after  continuing  this  for  fome  time,  as  he  had 
not  any  threatning  of  fits,  I reckoned  it  unne- 
ceflary  to  keep  him  any  longer  on  our  lift.  I 
have  accordingly  difmilfed  him  j and  I fhall  have 
much  fatisfadion  if  I learn  that  he  continues  free 
from  any  return  of  his  affedion. 


This  patient  left  his  mother’s  houfe  foon  after 
he  was  difmifled  from  attendance  at  the  Difpen- 
fary,  arid  continued  for  feveral  months  without 
the  Icaft  threatning  of  his  former  affedion.  But, 
about  the  middle  of  June,  he  again  returned  to 
refide  with  his  mother,  not  many  weeks  after 
which  he  had  a fit.  But  he  has  had  no  return, 
although  two  months  are  fince  elapfed,  and  al- 
though 
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though  his  mother’s  fits,  with  whom  he  flill  flays, 
are  as  frequent  as  ever. 


: . ' C A S E II. 

Obfervatlons  on  an  Enlargement  of  the  Abdomen, 
of  a doubtful  nature,  which  terminated fucceff 


i77<5,  has  a very  confiderable  fwelling  of 
the  abdomen,  which  is,  very  tenfe.  She  alfo 
complains  of  great  thirfl,  and  her  appetite  is 
much  impaired.  There  is  no  obvious  fwelling  on 
any  other  part  of  her  body.  During  the  night, 
* flie  is  very  refllefs,  and  fleeps  ill,  frequently  com- 
plaining of  pain  in  her  belly ; and  fhe  is  alfo 
fometimes  obferved  to  pick  her  nofe.  Her  re- 
fpiration  is  rather  more  laborious  than  natural. 
Her  urine  is  .fcanty,  tongue  clean,  fkin  moifl, 
belly  regular. 

The  fwelling  of  her  abdomen  firfl  appeared  a- 
bout  five  years  ago,  and  it  has  gradually  increa- 
fed  ever  fince.  About  four  years  after  it  firfl  be- 
,gan,  file  was  attacked  with  a fever,  during  which 


fully. 
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fhe  pafled  four  round  worms ; and  fhe  alfo  dif- 
charged  one  about  two  months  ago.  She  has 
complained  of  thirft  ever  fince  fhe  was  weaned; 

She. knows  no  caufe  to  which  thefe  complaints 
can  be  afligned.  She  has  ufed  ,fome  medicines, 
but  does  not  know  what  they  were,  and  obtained 
no  relief  from  them. 

5».  Puheris  cremoris  tartari  femi  drachmam 
Pulveris  corticis  cinnamomi  grana  decem  M, 
Capiat  dojinbujuf modi  quart  a quaque  hora, 

November  16.  The  powders,  which  have  been 
taken  regularly,  have  produced  no  loofenefs ; but 
the  quantity  of  her  urine  is  fomewhat  increafed. 
The  fwclling  of  her  belly  is  nothing  diminilhed, , 
and  her  third;  is  nothing  abatedj  but  her  appetite 
is  fomewhat  niended.  Belly  regular;  pulfe  120.' 
Continuetur  pulvis' cremoris  tartari  ut  antea;  et 
Calomelanos  grana  tria  ‘ ... 

Pulveris  radicis  Jcillae  exjiccatae  fcrupulum 
unum 

Saponis  Hifpani  drach?na?n  unam 

' Syrupi  fonplicis  quantum  fufficit  ut  jiat  maj 
fa^  dividenda  in  pilulas  granorum  quinque» 
Capiat  pilulam  unam  omni  no6ie  fub  horam 
/omni. 

November  2^.  The  pilis  have  neither  occafion-„ 
ed  vomiting,' nor  any  manifeft  ficknefs ; but  Ihe 

has 
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has  had,  every,  day  for  feme  time  part,  frequent 
loofe  {tools,  attended  with  fevere  gripes,  which 
file  aferibes  to  the  powders.  The  quantity  of 
her  urine  is  not  increafed  fince  laft  report.  Her 
appetite  is  worfe,  and  the  fwelling  of  her  belly 
is  nothing  diminlfhed,  Pulfe  loo;  thirft  rather 
more  moderate.  Capiat  dofm  pulveris  cremoris 
tartari  omni  mane^  et  piluiam  fcilliticam  omni  m^e, 
November  go.  Her  loofe  {tools  have  been  lefs 
frequent  fmee  the  laft  report;  and  Ihe  has,  in 
general,  difeharged  near  five  pounds  of  urine 
during  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  The 
fwelling  of  her  belly  is  fomewhat  diminiihed  e- 
very  morning,  but  it  again  increafes  towards 
night.  It  was  this  morning  lefs  than  it  has  been 
for  fome  years  before.  Her  thirft  is  more  mode- 
rate, her  appetite  mended.  Pulfe  96.  Continuen* 

tur  medicamenta  ut  antea, 

' \ 

Ohfervations  delivered  December  7. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient,  in  my  opinion,  is  ' 
not  altogether  without  ambiguity.  There  are, 
indeed,  many  fymptoms  here,  which  are  con- 
fidered  as  the  characterizing  marks  of  a dropfi- 
cal  affection.  And,  from  the  fwelling  of  the  ab- 
domen, the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the  thirft, 

and 
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and  fcarcity  of  urine,  we  naight  conclude,  that 
fhe  is  fubjeacd  to  afeites.  I am  inclined  to  think, 
that  this  is  really  the  cafe.  But  here  a very  ef- 
fcntial  circumftance  is  wanting.  With  this  fwel- 
ling  of  the  belly,  there  is  no  evident  fludhiation, 
a circumftance  which  is  almoft  conftantly  obfer- 
ved  where  an  enlargement'of  the  abdomen  de- 
pends upon  water  j.  or  even  where  any  other  li- 
quid, fuch,  for  example,  as  blood,  pus,  or  the 
like,  is  depofited  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  want  of  fluduation,  then,  would  naturally 
lead  us  to  inquire,  how  far  there  is  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe£l,  that  the  fwelling  here  depends  on  any  o- 
ther  caufe.  And,  there  is  the  rather  room  for 
fuch  an  inquiry,  as  there  is  no  appearance  of 
effufed  water  in  any  other  part  of  the  fyftem. 
Pure  afeites,  indeed,  may,  and  frequently  does 
cxift  ; yet,  for  the  moft  part,  it  is  conjoined  with 
other  dropfical  affedlions. 

There  are  two  other  fuppofitions  refp>e£ling  the 
caufe  of  this  fwelling,  which  here  naturally  pre- 
fent  themfelves.  It  fometimes  happens,  that 
fwellings,  in  appearance,  fimilar  to  the  prefent, 
depend  upon  a folid  matter.  But,  to  this  fuppofiti- 
on,  there  are  here  two  unfurmountable  objedions. 
The  firft  may  be  drawn  from  the  progrefs  of  the  - 

difeafe. 
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dlfeafe.  Where  the  enlargement  of  the  abdo- 
men' depends  upon  a folid  matter,  it  very  gene- 
rally begins  at  a particular  fpot,  and  from  thence 
it  is  gradually  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  ab- 
domen. But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  although  the 
increafe  has  been  gradual,  yet,  it  has  been  uni- 
formly extended  over  the  whole,  and  no  parti- 
cular local  hardnefs  has  ever  been  difcovered. 
Befides  this,  fwellings  depending  on  a folid  mat- 
ter, are  not  liable  to  fudden  changes.  With  our 
patient,  however,  fuch  changes  manifeftly  occur. 
Hence,  for  the  fuppofition  of  the  fwelUng  depen- 
ding on  folid,  there  is  little  foundation. 

Another  fuppofition  is,  that  the  fwelllng  here 
occurring  may  depend  upon  air ; that  is,  that 
our  patient  may  be  fubjedted  to  tympanites. 
But,  of  this  affection  alfo,  fomc  of  the  chief  fymp- 
toms  are  wanting.  No  found  is  obferved  to  be 
emitted  on  percuffion  of  the  abdomen,  nor  is  any 
relief  afforded  on  the  difcharge  of  wind.  Upon 
the  whole,  then,  I reckon  it  at  lead  the  mod 
probable  fuppofition,  that  it  does  depend  on  wa- 
ter. The  want  of  fluctuation  may  arife  from  dif- 
ferent circumffances.  It  may  depend  upon  the 
(late  of  the  integuments ; it  may  arife  from  the 
condition  of  the  vifcera  j or  it  may  proeeed  from 

the 
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the  water  being  contained  in  hydatides.  And,  I 
confider  the  third;  and  fcarcity  of  urine,  as  giving 
flrong  prefumption  of  a dropfical  alFedion ; yet 
I fliall  not  be  furprifcd  to  find,  that  it  turns  oat 
of  a complicated  nature,  neither  entirely  depen- 
ding on  water  nor  air,  but  partly  on  both. 

With  this  uncertainty,  I am  not  here  difpofed 
to  give  a very  favourable  prognoflic.  The  youth 
of  this  patient  is  indeed  fomewhat  in  her  favour ; 
and,  it  is  dill  more  fo,  that  flie  has  received,  at 
lead,  temporary  relief,  from  the  quantity  of  her 
urine  being  increafed.  But,  thefe  circumdances 
excepted,  mod  others  are  againd  our  patient. 
While  we  have  much  uncertainty  refpedting  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  we  have  at  lead  fome  re'a- 
fon  to’^  dread  a local  atleftion ; and,  'from  the 
pain*  of  the  belly  of  which  die  complains,  we  can 
prognodicate  nothing  favourable.  From  the  con- 
tinuance of  her  difeafe,.  alfo,  we  may' conclude  it 
to  be  of  a dubbom*  nature.  . For,  although  fire 
be  but  eight  years  oidy  her  affedbiOnhas  been  ob- 
ferved  for  no  lefs  than  :five  of  thefe.  And' there 
are  even  fome  indications  of  itS' being  of  a much 
earlier  date.  For  we  may  confider,  as  a fymp* 
tom-  of  it,  the  third  with  which  fhe  has  been  af- 
fedbed-fiom  the  time  that  fhe  wa-s  on  the  bread. 

E To 
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To  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  farther  to  be 
added,  that  her  complaints  have  already  refilled 
the  power  of  fcveral  medicines.  If,  therefore, 
It  admits  of  a fpeedy  and  fortunate  termination, 
it  is,^  I own,  much  more  than  I expea. 

It  may  feemflrange,that  hitherto  I have  taken 
no  notice  of  a circumftance  particularly  mention- 
ed in  this  cafe,  that  is,  the  worms  which  flie  has, 
at  different  times,  been  obferved  to  difeharge  by 
ftool.  -There  are  fomc  praaitioners,  who,  with 
fuch  circumftances  as  occur  here,  would  look 
upon  worms  in  the  inteflinal  canal  to  be  the  caufe 
of  the  greateft  part,  if  not  of  all  the  fymptoms. 
I muff,  however,  own,  that  I do  not  fufpea  them 
to  have  any  conneaion  with  the  prefent  com- 
plaint. Worms,  indeed,  in  the  inteftines,  arc 
by  no  means  a rare  occurrence  ; yet,  as  far  as 
my  inquiries  go,  I think  I may  venture  to  affert, 
that,  in  this  country,  they  are  lefs  frequent  than 
in  fome  others ; and  that  now,  they  are  lefs  fre- 
quent here  than  they  were  formerly,  which  I 
am  inclined  to  aferibe  to  changes  which  have 
taken  place  with  refpedl  to  diet.  Cafes  are  often 
to  be  met  with,  in  which  they  are  unqueftiona- 
bly  produdive  of  the  moft  threatning  and  moft  a- 
noraalous  fymptoms  j yet  there  can  be  no  doubt, 

that 
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that  they  are  frequently  prefent  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal  when  they  are  productive  of  no  in- 
convenience. I’his  fufficiently  appears  from  their 
being  obferved  to  be  difcharged  where  there  has 
been  no  proceeding  uneafinefs. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  they  appeared  chiefly 
during  the  courfe  of  a fever.  It  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved, that,  during*  febrile  affeClions,  worms  fre- 
quently appear  ; and,  when  this  is  the  cafe,  there 
are  many  who  are  difpofed  to  confider  them  as 
the  caufe  of  the  fever.  This  conclufion,  how- 
ever, is,  I imagine,  often  drawn  without  good 
reafon ; and  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  they 
are  frequently  difcharged  merely  in  confcquence 
of  the  fever.  It  would  feem,  that,  from  the  mor- 
bid afieclion  which  exifls,  probably  from  the  in- 
creafed  heat  of  the  body,  their  fituation  becomes 
difagreeable  to  them.  And  I reckon  it  pro- 
Jbable,  that  this  may  have  been  the  cafe  in  the 
inftance  before  us.  Our  patient  has,  even  of 
late,  indeed,  difcharged  one,  which  gives  a pre- 
fumption  that  there  may  be  ftill  others  prefent. 
And  the  aClion  of  thefe  on  the  alimentary  canal, 
may  either  be  the  caufe  of  fome  fymptoms,  or 
may  aggravate  them  ; yet,  admitting  that,  I muff 
•own,  I do  not  confider  them  as  forming  any  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  part  of  the  affedlon  ; and  I do  not  think 
•that  our  attempts  to  cure  are  to  be  direded  with 
a view  to  thcfe. 

Relpeding  the  general  plan  of  cure,  from 
what  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  I 
am  much  at  a lofs.  1 have,  however,  begun  the 
treatment  of  this  cafe,  onv.'hat  I reckon  the  mpft 
probable  fuppofition  ; that  is,  the  idea  of  its  be- 
ing a droplical  affedion.  Snppofing  that  tiiere 
is  a colleclion  of  water  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, it  is  my  intention  to  attempt  to  difeharge 
it  by  natural  outlets.  Of  thefe,  the  chief  are  eva- 
cuation by  ftool  and  urine.  From  the  firll  of 
thefe,  we  can  obtain  the  moft  imm.ediate  and 
meft  fudden  difch'arge  ; from  the  luft,  the  eva-' 
cuatlon  which  takes  place  has  the  leaf!:  influence, 
as  debilitating  the  patient;  and,  on  this  account, 
diuretics  can  be  ufed  with  more  regularity,  and 
for  a greater  length  of  time,  than  purgatives.  To 
thefe,  therefore,  I am  chiefly  difpofed  to  truft  in 
the  prefent  cafe  ; 'yet  I wifli,  in  fome  degree,  to 
.conjoin  the  advantages  both  from  diuretics  and 
purgatives.  It  is  from  thefe  confiderations  that 
I have  put  this  patient  on  the  ufe  of  two  diffe- 
rent remedies,  cream  of  tartar  and  fquills.  While 
the  firfl  operates,  niofl  immediately,  as  a purga- 

tivC|  ' 


and  observations.  37 


live,  it  is,  at  the  Ihme  time,  powerfully  diuretic. 
The  ]aft  is  intended  folely  with’  the  view  of 
increafmg  the  quantity  of  urine.  If,  from 
thefe  medicines,  we  can  obtain  a copious  dif- 
charge  of  urine,  with  a diminution  of  the  fwel- 
lings,  and,  at  the  f^me  time,  .without  debility, 
it  may  go  far  towards  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 
At  the  fame  time,  in  dropfical  affeftions,  I con- 
fjder  the  evacuation  of  the  water  as  the  lead;  im- 
portant part  of  the  cure.  And,  in  almoft  every 
cafe,  it  is  a more  difEcult  matter  to  prevent  the 
return  of  clFufion,  than  to  produce  evacuation'. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  good  effects  Whidr-  may  be  derived  from 
thefe  evacuants,  to  have  recourfe  to  Peruvian 
bark,  and  other  tonics.  At  the  fame  time,  I would 
by  no  means  be  underftood  to  promife  that  we 
fhall  ever  come  this  length  in  the  cure  ; and,  we 
may  even  be  foon  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent  plan 
is  not  to  be  perfifted  in.  The  evacuation  may  be 
greater  than  our  patient  is  able  to  bear,  or  it 
may  take  place  without  a diminution  of  the  fwel- 
lings.  In  cither  cafe,  it  would  be  prejudicial.  Sup- 
pofing  this  to  happen,  I mull  own,  that  I can- 
not, at  prefent,  even  conjedure  what  meafures  I 
may  then  be  difpofed  to  adopt.  I fhall  probably, 
however,  try  fome  of  thofe  medicines  which  more 
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immediately  tend  to  Increafe  the  tone  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal  5 particularly  thofe  which  pafs  un- 
der the  general  titles  of  ftonaachic  and  carmina- 
tive medicines.  It  is,  in  fome  meafure,  with  an 
intention  of  this  kind,  that  I mean  to  conjoin, 
with  the  prefent  courfe,  friction  of  the  abdomen. 
And,  merely  as  an  inducement  to  its  being  con- 
tinued for  a fufficient  length  of  time,  I fhall  or- 
der it  to  be  performed,  either  with  oil,  or  with 
fome  foft  powder,  but  without  expeding  from 
thefe  any  other  efFe£t  than  as  leading  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  friftioo. 


Soon  after  the  7th  of  December,  befides  the 
continuance  of  the  cream  of  tartar  and'  fquills, 
direftions  were  given,  that  this  patient  fhould 
have  her  belly  carefully  rubbed  every  evening 
forthefpace  of  half  an  hour.  And,  as  the  repeat- 
ed evacuations  by  (tool  feemed  to  induce  debili- 
ty, the  purgatives  were  ordered  to  be  intermitted. 
But,  not  long  after  this,  on  expofure  to  acciden- 
tal cold,  the  fwelling  of  her  abdomen  was  very 
confiderably  increafed  ; and  as,  at  this  time,  her 
belly  was  rather  bound,  the  fquill  pills  were  o- 

mitted, 
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mitted,  and  the  cream  of  tartar  repeated  in  the 
form  of  eledluary,  conjoined  with  a fmall  propor- 
tion of  gamboge.  This  purged  her  briikly,  and 
had  foon  the  eftedl  of  diminifhing,  fomewhat,  the 
fwelling;  but,  even  after  fhe  had  continued  it 
for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  the  fwelling 
was  by  no  means  entirely  removed.  Upon  this, 
flie  was  put  on  the  ufe  of  a mixture,  the  bafis  of 
which  was  the  tin6iura  amara.  After  the  ufe  of 
this  mixture,  there  took  place  a confiderable  dif- 
charge  of  wind,  in  the  way  of  flatus,  and  the 
fwelling  fell  a little.  It  did  not,  however,  entire- 
ly difappear.  But,  as  fhe  continued,  in  other  re- 
fpe£ls,  in  good  health,  and  was  no  longer  affec- 
ted with  the  third,  want  of  appetite,  pain  of  her 
belly,  fcarcity  of  urine,  or  other  fymptoms  which 
were  mod  didreding  at  the  time  of  admiffion,  die 
was  difmided  about  the  middle  of  March. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

/ 

Obfervatlons  on  a Cutaneous  Affe6lion^  treated  by 
the  external  Application  of  Corrofive  Sublimate, 
terminating  fuccefsfully, 

— , aged  eight  years,  admitted 

the  eight  of  November,  has  over  his  whole 
face  a red  fcaly  eruption,  of  which  there  is  alfo 
a little  on  the  abdomen.  This  eruption  is  never 
painful  nor  itchy,  unlefs  when  he  (lands  before 
.the  fire,  or  is  heated  by  any  other  means.  At 
prefent  it  is  dry ; but  the  eruption  on  his  face 
often  difeharges  matter.  Pulfe  and  belly  natu- 
ral ; and,  in  other  refpefts,  he  is  free  from  com- 
plaint. 

This  eruption  is  of  nine  months  (landing ; 
and  no  caufe  is  a(Tigned  for  it,  except  that  of 
fleeping  in  the  bed  with  a perfon,  about  two 
years  before,  who  was  afflidled  with  fimilar  erup- 
tions. 

He  has  ufed  a blifter,  and  fomc  other  medi- 
cines, but  his  parents  do  not  know  what  they  were. 
From  thefe,  however,  he  has  obtained  no  relief. 

Capiat 
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Capiat  antimonii  praeparati  fcrupulum  unum 
vefpere  et  mane, 

November  16.  The  powders  fit  eafily  on  his 
flomach,  and  the  eruption  on  his  face  continues 
much  as  before,  without  any  frefli  difeharge  of 
matter.  Repetatur  dojis  antimonii  ter  indies  ; et 
]^.  Mercurii  corrojivi  Jublimati  grana  duo. 

Solve  in  apuae  unciis  quatuor ; dein  adde 
fpiritus  lavendulae  conipofiti  unciam  unam, 
M.  f.  folutio  qua  accurate  laventur  partes 
affeElae  omni  nodle. 

November  23.  He  continues  the  powders 

without  any  inconvenience,  and  without  any  fen- 

fible  effedl.  The  eruption  on  his  face  is  very 

confiderably  diminifhed  fmee  he  began  to  w^afli 

it  with  the  folution  ; but,  from  fome  particular 

fpots,  there  is  now  a flight  difeharge  of  matter. 

Pulfe  and  belly  natural.  Continuentur  medica- 

\ 

menta^  et  capiat  eras  mane  falis  Glauberi  drachmas 
ex  aquae  ferventis  unciis  odio, 

November  30.  The  falts  operated  well,  and. 
the  eruption  on- his  face  is  now  confiderably 
mended.  At  prefent,  it  difeharges  very  little. 
Repetatur  dofis falis  Glauberi,  ut  antea,  cras  mane; 
et  continuentur  alia  medicamenta. 
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Obfervations  delivered  December  7, 

This  patient  is  fubje£led  to  a difeafe,  which  Is 
by  no  means  a rare  occurrence  in  praQice  ; and, 
it  is  farther  a complaint,  almofl;  all  the  fymptoms 
of  which  are  obvious  to  the  fenfes  ; yet,  in  my 
opinion,  there  is  a confiderable  difficulty  in  af- 
fixing a proper  name  to  it.  And,  indeed,  this  is 
an  obfervation  which  applies  to  cutaneous  affec- 
tions in  general.  For,  to  this  tribe  of  difeafes, 
the  cafe  of  our  prcfent  patient  is  manifeftly  to  be 
referred.  1 cannot  help  thinking,  that  cutaneous 
difeafes  are  not  hitherto  diftinguifhed  with  fuffi- 
eient  accuracy,  either  by  nofological  or  pradlical 
w'riters.  Some,  indeed,  have  multiplied  the  fpe- 
cies  to  a very  great  extent.  But,  from  their  de- 
fer iption,  it  is  often  impcffible  to  fay  to  which 
any  particular  inflanee  can  be  referred. 

It  would,  1 apprehend,  be  of  great  confequence 
in  pra£lice,  could  diftinft  genera  of  thefe  be  form- 
ed, efpecially  if  they  could'  be  diftinguifhed  accor- 
ding to  the  caufes  from-  which  they  proceed. 
And  probably,  on  this  footing,  all  of  them  might 
be  referred  to  one  of  four  heads.  A morbid 
condition  of  the  general  mafs  of  fluids ; a morbid 
affedtion  of  the  cutaneous  veffels ; a depraved  fe- 
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cretion  by  the  febaceous  glands  of  the  Ikin;  or  a 
morbid  afFeftion  of  the  bulbs  of  the  hair*  ihefe 
I take  to  be  the  general  caules  of  the  greater  part 
of  cutaneous  afFedions;  and,  according  as  tiie 
difeafe  proceeds  from  one  or  other  of  thefe,  the 
cure  is,  in  many  refpeds,  varied.  If,  therefore, 
proper  marks  could  be  difeovered  for  diftinguilli- 
ing  thefe  from  each  other,  1 Ihould  confider  it  as 
a matter  of  confequence.  But  fuch  marks,  I ap- 
prehend, have  not  hitherto  been  pointed  out  5 
and  we  can  only  form  uncertain  conjetfures  from 
the  appearance,  and  other  circumftances. 

All  fuch  affefUons  as  the  prefent,  are,  in  this 
part  of  Britain,  at  leaft,  vulgarly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Scurvy  ; but  this  term,  as  employed 
by  medical  writers  of  fcience,  is  ufed  to  exprefs 
an  affeftion  of  a very  different  nature.  And,  a- 
mong  all  the  chronical  cutaneous  affedfions,  if 
we  exclude  the  itch  and  tinea,  1 know  but  two 
genera  diflimfUy  marked.  Thefe  are  lepra  and 
herpes.  To  one  or  other  of  thefe' genera,  I muff 
own,  that,  in  common  language,  I am  difpofed  to 
refer  all  of  them.  At  the  fame  time,  there  is,  in 
fome  inftances,  fuch  a manifeft  difference,  that  I 
am  fatisfied  the  genera  fliould  be  n ore  numerous, 
provided  they  could  be  properly  diffinguifhed. 

The 
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Ihe  limits,  however,  between  the  two  genera, 
which  we  have  already  mentioned,  are  often  fo 
nice,  that  it  is  frequently  very  difficult  to  fay  to 
which  genus  a particular  cafe  ought  to  be  referred. 
Upon  the  whole,  however,  I rank  under  the  head 
of  herpes,  thofe  inftances  where  there  is  the  great- 
eft  Inflammation,  the  moft  watery  difcharge, 
and  the  leaft  fcaly  appearance.  And,  I refer  to 
-the  head  of  lepra,  thofe  inftances  in  which  there 
is  little  or  no  obvious  inflammation,  little  rifing 
above  the  fkin,  but  where  the  parts  affeded  are 
covered  with  a white  fcaly  matter.  In  this  view, 

I 

then,  I am  led  to  confider  the  prefent  inftance  as 
an  example  of  herpes.  And,  I look  upon  it  to 
proceed  more  from  the  ftate  of  the  cutaneous 
veflTels  at  the  part,  than  from  any  other  caufe. 
How  far  this  difeafe,  as  the  patient’s  parents  fuf- 
ped,  may  have  derived  its  origin  from  his  having 
flept  in  the  bed  with  one  afteded  with  a fimi- 
lar  complaint,  I cannot  pretend  to  fay ; I muft, 
however,  own,  that  I am  rather  inclined  to  fuf- 
ped  the  contrary,  ’although  I am  by  no  means 
fo  clear  in  this  fentiment,  as  to  draw  any  pofitive 
concluflon.  The  diftance  of  time  at  which  it 
occurred,  from  that  when  he  flept  with  the  af- 
feded  perfon,  is  indeed  a ftrong  objedion  to  it. 

Yet, 
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Yet,  were  there  even  much  more  certain  evi- 
dence of  its  not  being  infectious,  very  intimate 
connection,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  is  uriqueftionably  to 
be  avoided. 

But,  whether  we  fuppofc  the  difeafe  of  the  pre- 
fent  patient  to  have  arifen  from  this,  or  from  any 
other  caufe,  fuch  fuppofitions  will  have  little  effeCt, 
cither  on  the  prognofis,  or  plan  of  cure.  For  our 
judgment  refpeCting  thefe,  muft  now  be  entirely 
relied  on  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  patient’s  difeafe. 
And  here  I muft  own,  that,  in  giving  a judgment 

V 

refpeCting  the  probable  termination  of  this  affec- 
tion, I cannot  be  very  pofitive.  I am,  however, 
difpofed  to  hope,  that  we  may  be  able  to  cure 
this  affection,  and  that  our  patient  may  yet  re- 
cover perfect  health.  It  is  confiderably  in  his 
favour,  that  his  difeafe,  comparatively  fpeaking, 
is  not  of  long  duration  ; that  it  has,  on  different 
occafions,  had  the  appearance  of  yielding  fome- 
what  to  medicines  whicii  have  been  ufed ; that 
there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpeCt  its  being  a heredi- 
tary affection  ; and,  that  this  patient  is  yet  at  an 

I 

early  period  of  life.  From  all  thefe  particulars, 
there  is  greater  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  than 
there  would  be  in  contrary  circumftances.  But, 
Ihould  we  even  be  difappointed  in  effecting  a cure, 
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I do  not  apprehend  much  danger  from  this  com- 
plaint ; and,  I am  difpofed  to  think,  that,  from 
continuance,  it  would  rather  be  troublefomc  than 
fatal. 

With  refpect  to  the  cure,  it  is  here  to  be  re- 
marked, that  attempts  to  this  purpofe  arc  not  al- 
together without  danger.  It  is  well  known,  that 
the  greateft;  evils  have  foraetimes  been  attributed 
to  the  repulfion,  as  it  has  been  called,  of  erup- 
tions. And  when,  by  thefe,  the  fyftem  has  long 
been  accuftomed  to  an  habitual  difeharge.,  or  a 
particular  mode  of  circulation,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
why  this  fliould  be  the  cafe.  It  needfarily  be- 
comes an  object  in  the  cure,  therefore,  that, 
while  we  endea.vour  to  remove  this  affedlion,  we 
do  not  induce  one  more  dangerous.  And  dpe- 
cially,  as  fuch  a confequence  is  chieifly,  1 apj>re- 
hend,to  be  dreaded,  from  the  moft  effedual  mode 
of  cure.  It  is  from  this  conhderation,  that  I 
have  put  our  patient,  not  merely  on  the  ufe  of 
one  medicine,  but  of  feveral. 

I confider  the  prefent  difeafe  to  be  chiefly  pro- 
duced by  the  (late  of  the  vdfels  at  the  part ; and, 
for  the  removal  of  it,  I place  the  principal  con- 
, fidence  in  the  mercurial  lotion.  This,  I expe£t, 
will  operate,  in  confequence  of  the  peculiar  fli- 
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inulating  power  which  it  exerts  on  the  vciTels  to 
which  it  is  applied.  But  if,  by  this  means,  there 
fhould  be  a futldcn  reflioration  to  a found  Rate, 
it  is  neceffavily  followed  by  a confiderable  change 
in  the  balance  of  circulation ; and,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  the  retention  of  matter  wdiich  before 
ufed  to  be  difeharged.  Hence  there  are  inftan- 
ces  where  it  has  given  rife  to  apoplexy,  dropiy, 
or  other  dangerous  affedlions.  To  avoid  any 
hazard  of  thefe,  while  an  attempt  is  made  to  cure 
the  eruption  by  external  means,  I wifli  to  increase 
the  difeharge  by  other  outlets.  It  is  with  this 
view  that  1 have  put  him  on  the  ufe  of  crude  an- 
timony, a medicine  which  I have  often  employed, 
and  I think,  with  fuccefs,  againfl:  cutaneous  af- 
fedbons  ; probably  operating,  from  giving  a per- 
manent increafe  of  difeharge  by  the  furface.  It 
is,  farther,  with  the  intention  of  producing  a dif- 
eharge from  the  fyftera,  that  I have  repeatedly 
exhibited  refrigerant  purgatives.  From  thefe 
we  obtain,  although  a lefs  permanent,  yet  a more 
certain,  and  more  immediate  difeharge.  And,  by 
thefe  means,  I hope  to  avoid  any  dangerous  con- 
fequences  which  might  otherwife  refult  from  the 
external  application  of  the  mercury. 

Bv 
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By  continuing  this  courfe  for  a proper  length 
of  time,  1 am  hopeful,  that  this  patient  may  be 
perfectly  recovered.  And,  perhaps,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  cafe,  nothing  farther  will  be  requi- 
fite,  than  to  increafe  the  ftrength  of  the  folution, 
or  otherwife  regulate  the  medicine,  according  to 
circumftances.  If,  however,  it  ihall  be  found  in- 
effectual, we  may  try,  both  externally  and  inter- 
nally, medicines  of  different  kinds.  And,  if  the 
difeafe  proves  obftinate,  I have  thoughts  of  put- 
ting this  patient  on  the  ufe  of  the  vitriolic  acid, 
a medicine,  which,  of  late,  has  been  particularly 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  the  itch.  And,  I 
am  told,  that  the  efficacy  of  it  has  been  fully 
confirmed,  both  in  cafes  of  the  fcabies  ficca  and 
liumida,  by  that  able  phyfician,  DoCfor  Baldinger 
of  Gottingen.  I have  myfclf  tried  it  in  fome  in- 
ftances  of  herpetic  eruptions,  and  I think  with 
fuccefs.  And  if,  after  the  failure  of  the  prefent 
plan,  it  fliall  fucceed  in  the  inftance  before  us,  I 
Ihall,  1 own,  have  a higher  opinion  of  it  than  e- 
ver.  And,  if  the  vitriolic  acid  fails  from  internal 
ufe,  i have  thoughts  of  trying  it  externally;  for, 
when  conjoined  with  hogs  lard,  it  forms  a very 
elegant  ointment.  This,  indeed,  I have  had  but 
few  opportunities  of  ufing ; yet,  1 am  inclined  to 

think. 
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think,  that  it  will  be  found  to  poflefs  fome  ad- 
vantages over  the  fulphur  ointments,  and  that  it 
will  be  produdive  of  good  elfcds. 

Sequel, 

From  the  ufe  of  the  folution  of  corrofive  ex- 
ternally, and  of  the  antimony  internally,  with 
the  repetition  of  the  falts  at  proper  intervals,  the 
eruption  on  his  face  continued  gradually  to  de- 
cline j but  foon  after,  a dry  fcaly  eruption,  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  appeared  on  the  hairy  fcalp.  Af- 
ter fliaving  the  head,  this  was  treated  with  an 
external  application,  nearly  of  a fimilar  nature,  ' 
the  corrofive  being  applied  in  the  form  of  oint- 
ment. To  this  it  foon  yielded.  His  recovery, 
however,  after  this,  was  not  uniform  j for,  when 
the  eruption  on  his  head  difappeared,  that  on  his  * 
face  returned  to  a very  confiderable  degree ; 
and  it  even  extended  to  - different  parts  on  the 
trunk  of  his  body.  But,  by  perfifting  in  the  ufe 
of  the  remedies  already  mentioned,  it  was  at  laft 
entirely  overcome  j and,  on  the  firft  of  March, 
he  was  difmiffed  free  from  complaints. 
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CASE  IV. 

Obfervatlons  on  a Rhe.umatic  Affedion  cured  by 
the  U Je  of  the  Elixir  Guaj acinum  Volatile, 

^ — — — M , aged  42,  admitted  Novem- 

VOf  ber  II.  1776,  a married  woman,  of  a 
brown  complexion,  and  low  ftature,  is  affeded 
with  fevere  pains  in  the  hip,  knee,  and  ancle 
joints,  particularly  of  the  right  fide.  Thofe  pains 
are  fo  violent  on  motion,  that  fhe  is  unable  to 
walk  ; neither  can  fhe  ftand  upright.  They  are 
particularly  fevere  when  fhe  begins  to  grow  warm 
in  bed. 

I'he  parts  affefted  are  not  in  the  leaft  degree 
inflamed,  or  fore  to  the  touch,  but  are  always 
painlul  on  any  u,otion  of  the  joint.  Pulfe  96  ; 
belly  regular ; appetite  impaired  ; but  flie  docs 
not  complain  of  thirfl.  Her  menfes  are  regular, 
and  are  at  prefent  flowing. 

The  pain  in  her  joints  firff  feized  her  fix 
months  ago.  It  was  then  attended  with  heat  and 
, rednefs  in  the  p^rts,  which  difappeared  foon  after 

the 
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the  application  of  a blifter,  and  blood  letting  by 
means  of  leeches.  She  now  complains  of  a fenfe 
of  cold  in  the  ancle  and  foot  chiefly  aflfe£tcd. 

She  imputes  her  complaints  to  fudden  expo- 
fure  to  cold,  by  flepping  from  a veflTel  of  tepid 
water  into  a running  dream*  She  has  ufed  no 
other  medicines  but  thofe  mentioned  above. 

Capiat  elixiris  guaj acini  ijolatilis^  fe?nunciam 
omni  no6le,  bora  fomniy  ex  quovis  vehiculo. 

December  1 4.  She  has  continued  the  ufe  of 
the  elixir  regularly  fmce  it  was  firft  ordered. 
Her  pains  are  greatly  relieved  fmce  Ihe  began  it. 
She  is  now  free  from  the  excruciating  uneahnefs 
on  going  to  bed;  and  fhe  can  walk  with  tolerable 
cafe,  fo  that  (he  has  been  able  to  come  to  the 
Difpenfary,  on  foot,  from  a confiderable  diftance. 
Elixiris  guajacini  Volatilis y uncias  duas 
Mucilaginis  gumfni  Arabici 
Syrupi  fimplicisyfinguloriim  unciam  unam 
J\1.  capiat  femunciam  omni  node. 

December  21.  She  continues  to  walk  with 
much  more  eafe,  but  is  ftill  affected  with  pain 
in  her  back,  which  is  mod  fevere  during  the 
night.  Continuetur  mixtura  ut  antea,  ' 
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Obfervations  delivered  December  23. 

In  the  cafe  of  this  patient,  we  are  prefentcd 
with  an  affeflion  which  is  very  little  complicated ; 
tnd  it  is,  at  the  fame  time,  one,  with  regard  to 
which,  there  can  be  be  very  little  room  for  doubt. 
It  can  hardly  be  matter  of  hefitation,  that  the 
pains  to  which  this  patient  is  fubjefted,  are  of 
the  rheumatic  kind.  Her  alfcftion,  however,  by 
no  means  correfponds  with  the  definition  of 
rheumatifmus,  as  given  by  nofological  writers. 
For  this  patient  is  not  only  at  prefent  entirely 
free  from  any  fymptom  of  pyrexia,  but  has  been 
fo  ever  fince  fhe  came  under  our  care. 

In  this  difeafe,  however,  it  is  univerfally  al- 
lowed, that  there  are  two  very  different  flates. 
• Thefe  are  well  known  by  the  names  of  acute  and 
chronic  rheumatifm,  How  far  this  affcftion,  in 
the  two  different  flates  I have  mentioned,  fhould 
really  have  different  generic  names,  I cannot  pre- 
tend to  fay ; I apprehend,  however,  that,  in  the 
nature  of  the  two,  there  is  a very  confiderable 
diverfity  ; yet,  notwithflanding  this,  in  many  par- 
ticulars they  are  very  flridly  conneded. 

I would  be  tar  from  pretending  to  affert,  that 
a rheumatic  affeQion,  of  the  chronical  kind,  ne- 


ver 
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ver  takes  place  without  preceding  acute  rheuma- 
tifm  ; and  there  are  unqueftionably  many  inftan- 
ces  of  this  latter  difeafe,  which  are  never  fucceed- 
cd  by  any  chronical  affeftion.  The  moft  com- 
mon cafe,  however,  is,  that  they  arc  connefted, 
and  that  the  one  is  a fequel  of  the  other.  This 
appears  to  have  happened  in  the  inftance  before 
us ; at  lead  we  may  infer  fo,  from  the  fwelling 
and  inflammation  with  which  the  pain  was  at 
firit  attended. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  firft  ftate  of  this 
affe6lion,  there  can  be  little  doubt  with  regard  to 
its  condition  at  the  time  when  this  patient  came 
under  our  care ; and,  perhaps,  as  little  that  her 
difeafe  derived  its  firft  origin  from  the  caufe 
which  flie  afligns  for  it  j that  is,  the  fudden 
change  of  temperature,  by  paffing  from  warm 
to  cold  water.  Such  fudden  expofure  to  cold  is 
the  caufe  of  various  morbid  affedions.  Some- 
times it  induces  one  difeafe,  fonietimes  another. 
Thefe  varieties  are  probably  to  be  aferibed  to 
peculiar  weaknefs  of  the  parts,  or  fuch  like  caufes ; 
but,  of  all  aflfedions,  the  moft  common  which 
it  induces  are  of  the  rheumatic  kind.  And  this 
efted  it  has  evidently  had  in  the  inftance  before  us. 

With 
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With  regal’d  to  the  terminsltioh  of  this  difeafe, 
there  is^  I think,  no  reafon  to  apprehend  fatal 
Confequchces.  And;  we  may  remark,  that  rheu- 
matifm,  even  in  its  acute  flate,  is  one  of  thofe 
aflFc6lions  which  is  more  painful  than  dangerous. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  chronic  rheumatifni  has  a fa- 
tal termination;  by  inducing  other  affedions. 
And,  from  the  long  continuance  of  pain,  with 
the  Want  of  exercife,  the  conftitution  will  at  laft 
be  broken.  With  our  patient,  however,  it  has 
neither  been  of  fuCh  duration,  hdr  fo  Violent, 
that  any  thing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  dreaded.  On 
the  other  hand,  I would  hope,  that  the  progrefs 
towards  cure,  which  has  already  been  begun, 
inay  be  continued  ; and  that  this  patient  may, 
in  no  long  time,  be  reflored  to  tolerable  health. 
On  fuch  a termination,  however,  we  can  by  no 
means,  with  certainty,  depend.  And,  it  mull  be 
obferved,  that  this  patient  will  now  be  much 
more  fubjedl  to  a renewal  of  her  complaints,  from 
■ trifling  accidents,  than  if  fhe  had  never  before 
, been  affected. 

The  plan  of  cure  to  be  followed  in  all  affec- 
tions  obtaihing  the  name  of  chronic  rheumatifm, 
is  by  no  means  the  fame.  And,  indeed,  the 

proba- 
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probability  i$,  that  the  difeafe,  in  it§  nature,  ad- 
mits of  very  confiderable  variety.  Chronic  rhei^r 
matiftn»  in  Us  moft  pure  ftate,  probably  depends 
on  an  atonic  conditiqn  of  t|ie  parts  induced  by 
preceding  iphaipmation.  Often,  however,  it 
happens,  that  this  ftate  is  complicated  with 
fome  degree  of  remaining  inflammation.  It 
is  chiefly  in  the  firft  of  thefe  conditions,  that 
benefit  is  derived  from  tonifs,  ftridly  fo  called, 
fuch  for  e:^ample,  as  cold  bathing,  and  the  Peru- 
vian bark.  In  the  latter  cafe,  however,  thefe 
remedies  are  inadmifTible,  and  would  even  be 
prejudicial.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  af- 
feftion  then  to  be  treated  as  in  acute  rheuma- 
tifm,  by  bleeding  and  fweating.  Such  means  of 
cure  might,  indeed,  tend  to  remove  remaining 
inflammation,  yet,  by  thefe,  the  atonic  ftate  would 
be  aggravated.  It  is  in  fuch  inftances  that  the 
greateft  benefit  is,  I apprehend,  to  be  reaped 
from  the  ufe  of  mercury  and  eleftricity ; and 
from  the  remedy  which  we  have  all  along  ufed 
with  this  patient,  the  volatile  elixir  of  guaiacum.  . 
Thefe  remedies,  while  to  a certain  extent  they 
act  as  evacuants,  are  alfo  ftimulants  j and,  in 
this  way,  probably,  they  have  influence,  as  over- 
coming 
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coming  both  afleftions,  the  atonic  condition, 
and  the  inflammation. 

Of  this  intermediate  kind,  I fuppofe  the  cafe 
of  our  prefent  patient  to  be,  and  I thought  it  a 
proper  inflance  for  the  ufe  of  the  guaiacum. 
This  medicine  has  long  been  in  ufe,  both  againfl; 
rheumatic  and  arthritic  complaints,  and  it  has 
been  employed  in  many  different  forms.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  adivity  of  guaiacum 
depends  on  a gummy,  or  rather  a refinous  fub- 
ftance,  which  the  wood  contains.  This  gum 
has  fometimes  been  exhibited  in  fubftance,  fome- 
times  in  watery  folution,  and  in  both  ways  it  has 
been  attended  with  good  effeds  ; but,  of  all  o- 
thers,  the  form  which  is  at  prefent  moft  frequent- 
ly employed,  is  the  volatile  tindure,  or  what  we 
may  confider  as  nearly  the  fame  thing,  the  vo- 
latile elixir  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia. 
The  volatile  elixir  has,  of  late,  been  rendered 
very  fafhionable  in  rheumatic  affedions,  -by  the 
publication  of  Dodor  Dawfon,  entitled,  cafes  in 
the  acute  rheumati fm  and  the  gout.  Although,  in 
this  treatife,  the  author  has  not  treated  me  with 
all  the  lenity  1 could  have  wiflied,  yet  I can 
have  no  hefitation  in  recommending  it  to  your 
perufal.  And, 'I  have  at  leaft;  the  fatisfadion  to 

, think. 
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(hink,  that  if,  iii  fome  refpefls,  he  differs  in  opi- 
nion from  me,  he  has  treated  more  eminent 
names  with  much  greater  feverity. 

Doftor  Dawfon,  pretending  to  defpife  all  theo- 
ry, although,  at  the  fame  tirtie,  you  will  find; 
that  he  has  himfelf  employed  not  a little  of  it  in 
the  book  I have  mentioned,  recommends  the 
volatile  tindlure  of  guaiac,  of  the  London  Phar- 
macopoeia, as  an  almoft  infalible  remedy,  in  cafes 
both  of  rheumatifnl  and  gout ; ahd  he  diredls  it 
to  the  quantity  of  at  lealt  half  an  oitnee  for  a 
dofe,  either  merely  diluted  \vith  water,  or  in  the 
form  of  a draught.  This  rerriedy,  fince  1 read 
Dodtor  Dawfon’s  cafes,  I have  bften  employed, 
and  fometimes,  I think,  it  has  been  of  very  con- 
fiderable  advantage.  At  the  fame  time,  from  any 
experience  which  1 have  had,  I can  by  rro  means 
confider  it  as  entitled  to  the  very»  high  charadter 
tvhich  he  has  given  it.  And,  in  recent  rheumatic 
cafes,  1 have  fometimes  been  fufpicious,  that  it 
had  rather  a bad  effedt  as  ntherwife.  In  the  pre- 
fent  initance,  I employed  the  volatile  elixir  of 
guaiacum  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia^ 
which  differs  very  little  from  the  volatile  tindture 
of  the  London  college,  in  the  firft,  the  fpiritus 
falis  ammontaci  vinofus  being  employed  as  a men- 

H ffruumj 
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Aruum,in  the  Iaft,  the  fpirltus  volatilis  aromaticus. 
This  medicine,  in  the  cafe  of  which  we  now  treat, 
feems  to  me  to  have  been  very  ufeful ; and  I 
have  not  met  with  any  cafe,  in  my  practice,  in 
which  I think  it  has  done  more.  I fhall  be  hap- 
py to  find,  that  its  reputation  rs  confirmed  by  far- 
ther experience. 

While  this  patient  continues  to  recover,  I (hall 
not  think  of  changing  her  medicine ; and,  fhould 
her  fymptoms  even  become  more  violent,  I will 
probably  only  be  led,  either  to  increafe  the  dofe, 
or  to  alter  the  form.  1 began  the  treatment  of 
this  cafe,  by  giving  Doftor  Dawfon’s  common 
dofe,  half  an  ounce  of  the  medicine  j as,  how- 
ever, after  the  continuance  of  it  for  fome  time, 
our  patient  was  very  confiderably  relieved,  I have 
fince  diminifhed  the  quantity,  by  giving  her  the 
volatile  elixir  of  guaiacum,  combined  with  other 
fluids.  And,  if  fhe  continues  eafy,  I may.  per- 
haps, in  a Ihort  time,  lay  afide  the  guaiacum  al- 
together, to  try  how  flie  will  do  without  it.  But, 
as  I wilh  to  fee  how  far  a care  can  be  efteded 
by  this  medicine  alone,  I fhall  not,  unlefs  from 
neceffity,  think  of  employing  any  other  adive 
fubftance,  either  externally  or  internally.  I am 
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in  IiopcB  that  no  other  remedy  will  be  necefiary, 
or,  at  leaftj  that  we  will  only  need  to  dire61‘,  with 
the  ufe  of  the  prefent  remedy,  fuch  cloathing 
and  regimen  as  the  fituation  of  our  patient  will 
afford. 

But,  if  thefe  mcafures  fhould,  in  the  end,  be 
found  inefledttal,  I have  thoughts  of  trying  this 
patient  with  ek^ricity.  Eledricity  is  one  of 
thofe  remedies  which  I formerly  pointed  out  as 
fuited  to  rhouinatifm,  in  its  progrefs  to  the  atonic 
Rate.  And  indeed,  it  is  the  opinion  of  fomc 
very  able  phyficians,  that,  between  chronic  rheu- 
matifm  and  palfy,  there  is  a very  great  affinity^ 
In  the  latter  of  thefe  affections,  however,  eleCtri- 
city  has  long  been  highly  celebrated ; hence 
there  is  rcafon  to  hope,  that  it  may  be  of  confi- 
derable  fervice  in  the  former.  1 muff  own,  I 
am  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a remedy  of  greater 
powers,  and  more  extenfivcly  ufcful,  than  is 
commonly  imagined.  In  fuch  a cafe  as  the  pre- 
fent,  I fliould  chiefly  expect  fuccefs  by  drawing 
electrical  fparks  from  the  part  affc'ded,  or  by 
giving  flight  fhocks,  from  forming  a communica- 
tion between  the  pins  and  minus  fides  of  the  jar, 
by  chains  leading  to  the  patient’s  thigh  and  ancle. 

Should 
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Should  the  eleQricity  alfo  be  found  unfuccefs- 
_ ful,  fome  benefit  might,  I think,  be  reaped  from 
different  external  application^  And,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  a gentleipan,  of  whofe  accuracy 
in  obfervation  I have  a high  opinion,  I have 
thoughts  of  trying  an  ointment,  formed  by  uni- 
ting a fmall  proportion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  with 
hogs  lard.  I have,  on  different  occafions,  fug- 
gefted  the  ufe  of  fuch  an  ointment  againfl  cuta- 
neous affcdions ; but  the  gentleman  to  whom  I 
allude,  .informs  me,  that  he  has  often  ufed  it  with 
fuccefs  in  rheumatifm,  which  he  imagines  is  to 
,be  afcribed  to  its  operating  as  one  of  the  calefa- 
cientia. 

To  thefe  remedies  we  may  probably  add  the 
ufe  of  the  Peruvian- bark.  And,  before  the  trials 
which  >we  have  already  propofed  be  made,  it  will, 
I imagine,  be  lefs  exceptionable  than  it  would  be 
at  prefent. 

Ccntinuation  of  the  Reports. 

/ 

December  28.  Her  pains  continue  much  eafierj 
but,  fmce  lafl:  report,  there  has  occurred  a flight 
ulceration  on  the  back  part  of  her  leg.  Continu- 
etur mixtura  elixiris  guaiacini  ut  antea;  et  ali- 
quantum linimenti  cerei  sparti  cruris  affedae  impo- 
natur. 
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.January  14.  The  ulceration  of  her  leg,  men- 
tioned in  the  laft  report,  is  now  heal;  but  a flight 
ulceration  has  appeared  at  another  part.  She  has 
had  fome  return  of  pain  in  her  left  thigh  and 
left  arm; but  the  right  thigh,  which  was  formerly 
fo  much  alfeded,  continues  eafy.‘‘  Continuentur 
medicamenta,  > 

January  25.  She  is  'free  from  all  her  pains, 
and  the  ulceration  is  entirely  heal.  Let  her  be 
difmifled. 


Obfervations  delivered  February 


I. 

/ 


Of  the  difeafe  of  this  patient,  after  what  has 
already  been  faid,  little  now  remains  to  be  obfer- 
ved.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  her  affection, 
I have  had  no  reafon  to  alter,  either  my  opinion, 
or  my  practice.  Except  the  flight  ulcerations  in 
her  leg,  which  occurred  towards  the  conclufion 
of  her  difeafe,  flie  has  had  merely  a continuance 
of  the  fymptoms  mentioned  in  the  cafe;  and 
thefe,  which  were  entirely  fuperficial,  were  hardly 
an  objedt  meriting  attention.  The  progrefs 
to  recovery  here  has,  upon  the  whole,  been 
more  regular  than  I expedted.  Our  predidtion, 
therefore,  that,  in  no  long  time,  fhe  would  enjoy 

' tolerable 
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tolerable  health,  has  at  leaft  been  fulfilled.  How 
far  our  alTertion,  that  fhe  might  again  be  fiibjec- 
ted  to  a renewal  of  her  complaint,  fhall  appear 
to  be  well  founded,  yet  remains  to  be  determi- 
ned. I fliall  not  be  difpleafed  to  learn,  that,  in 
this  refped,  our  fears  are  found  to  be  ground- 
lefs. 

After  what  we  have  already  faid  refpefting  the 
plan  of  cure,  nothing  is  now  to  be  added.  View- 
ing the  cafe  to  be  one,  in  which,  with  a difpofition 
to  the  atonic  ftate,  there  was  yet  fome  remains 
of  inflammatory  diathefis,  I thought  of  trying  a 
medicine,  which,  in  fome  degree,  combined  fti- 
mulating  and  tonic  powers.  And  it  was  with 
this  intention  that  I had  recourfe  to  the  elixir  of 
guaiacum.  And,  although  I have  often  before 
employed  this  medicine,  I think  with  good  ef- 
fect, yet,  after  the  termination  of  this  cafe,  I may, 
even  more  pofitively  than  formerly,  aflert,  that  I 
have  ufed  it  in  no  cafe  in  which  it  has  been  pro* 
duftive  of  fo  good  eflfe£ls  as  in  the  prefent.  At 
the  time  when  Ihe  began  it,  her  pains  were  fo 
violent,  particularly  on  one  fide,  that  fhe  w'as 
unable  either  to  Hand  or  walk  ; and  they  were 
increafed  with  fo  much  feverity  on  her  going  to 

bed,  that  fhe  was  often  deprived  of  reft  during 
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the  night.  From  the  time  that  £hc  began  the 
elixir,  her  complaints  were  greatly  alleviated; 
and  I perfifted  in  it,  without  employing  any  other 
medicine,  till  flie  was  fo  eafy  that  I reckoned  it 
unneceffary  for  her  to  continue  her  attendance. 
She  was  then  difmiffed,  after  exhibiting  to  us; 
in  my  opinion,  no  weak  proof  of  the  effedls  of 
guaiacum,  in  this  formula,  againfl  rheumatifm  in 
a particular  hate. 

In  this  cafe,  as  I formerly  remarked,  I employ- 
ed the  elixir  guajacinum  volatile  ; but,  (hould  a- 

nother  cafe  fimilar  to  this  occur  to  us,  I intend 

\ 

foraewhat  to  vary  the  prefeription,  and,  in  place 
of  the  volatile,  to  ufe  the  fimple  elixir.  By  this, 
we  may  be  able  to  determine  how  far  the  pow- 
ers of  the  medicine  are  to  be  aferibed  to  the 
guaiacum  itfelf ; for  I muft  obferve,  that  I con- 
fider  large  dofes  of  the  prefent  formula  as  liable 
to  fome  objedions.  From  the  heat  and  pungen- 
cy of  the  menftruum,  we  cannot  venture  to  em- 
ploy it  undiluted,  and  when  any  watery  addition 
is  made,  a precipitation  of  the  guaiacum  is  the  ne- 
ceffary  confequence.  With  the  fimple  elixir, 
the  menftruum,  which  is  re^fified  fpirit,  would 
not  require  dilution,  even  when  given  to  a great- 
er extent  than  half  an  ounce ; and  the  guaiacum 

itfelf 
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itfelf  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  nearly  tlie  fame 
condition  in  this,  as  in  the  volatile  elixir. 


C A S E V. 

Obfervatlons  on  a Cafe  of  Chronical  Catarrh. 

B , a fhoemaker,  in  the  48th  year 

of  his  age,  admitted  November  ii.  1776, 
complains  of  frequent  and  troublefome  cough, 
attended  with  copious  and  vifeid  expeftoration, 
efpecially  in  the  morning.  He  has  a fenfe  of 
weight  and  coldnefs  in  the  praecordia ; his  re- 
fpiratipn  is  fomewhat  difficult ; tongue  clean  and 
moift  ; appetite  natural ; belly  bound  5 Ikin  cool; 
pulfe  84. 

• This  cough  firfl;  came  on  about  twelve  years 
ago,  and,  during  the  winter-feafon,  it  has  been  ge- 
nerally aggravated.  He  knows  no  particular 
caufe  to  which  his  dlfeafe  can  be  aferibed.  He 
has  ufed  feveral  remedies,  particularly  foine  fquill 
pills,  which  had  the  effect  of  opening  his  belly, 
and  relieving  the  difficulty  of  breathing. 

Capiat 
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Capiat  hora  feptima  vefpertina  pulveris  ipecacu- 
jinbae  fcrupulum  ununi  ; nec  non  omni  nodte^fub  ho- 
ram fomni,  pilularum  fcilliticarum  grana  quinque 
fumat, 

December  7.  The  vomit  operated  well,  but 
he  was  not  fenfible  that  it  had  anv  eft'eft,  either 
in  relieving  his  cough,  or  difficulty  of  breathing. 
He  continued  the  pills  regularly  for  a confide- 
rable  time  after  they  were  ordered,  and  they  had 
the  effedl  of  rendering  both  his  cough  and  breath- 
ing eafier ; but  he  has  taken  none  of  the  pills  for 
fome  days  paft,  fince  which  time  thefe  fymptoms 
are  again  ihore  fevere.  Continuentur  pilulae  foil • 
Uticae  ut  antea^  et  applicetur  veficatorium  nuchae^ 
deinde  imponatur  unguentum  epifpajlicum  ut  fiat 
fonticulus. 

December  14.  His  cough  was  fomewhat  ea- 
fier for  a few  days  after  the  application  of  the 
blifter,  from  which  there  was  a very  copious  dif-  • 
charge ; but  it  has  been  rather  more  troublefome 
to  him  fince  the  difcharge  has  been  fomewhat 
diminiffied.  Continuentur  fonticulus  et  pilulae^  ut 
Jintea. 

December  21.  There  has  been  a copious  dif- 
»diarge  from  the  iffue  fince  laft  report,  and  his 
V I cough 
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cough  and  breathing  have  been  fomewhat  eafier, 
Coht innentur  medicamenta. 

' Obfervations  delivered  December  2'^. 

' The  difeafe  to  which  this  patient  is  fubjefted 
*is  very  dihinaiy  marked  j and,,aj:  the  fame  time, 
it  is  an  affe6l:on  which  is  not  Lefs  frequent  in 
this  country,  than  it  is  troubl.efome  and  obftinate,  ' 
As  exifting  with  different  degrees  of  feverity, 
there  is  fome  variety  in  the  appearance  of  it; 
and,  from  this  .circum (lance,  it  has  obtained  dif- 
ferent names,  not  only  among  the  vulgar,  but 
alfo  among  men  of  fcience.  Thus,  there  are 
fome  who  would  refer  the  difeafe  of  our  prefent  ; 
patient  to  the  head  of  cough ; for,  by  the  greateft  ' 
part  of  nofologicgl  writers,  tuffis  is  cp.nfidered  as 
' a proper  genus  ol  difeafe ; and,  there  are  others, 
who,  from  the  difficulty  of  breathing  which  here  ' 
takes  place,  would  refer  it  to  the  genus  of  ahhr  ' 
ma  ; particularly  to  that  fpecies  which  is  termed  • 
the  humid  aflhma.  In  my  opinion,  however,  : 
both  thefe  appellations  are  improper ; and,  I ima-  ■ 
gine,  that  this,  and  fimilar  cafes,  of  which  wc 
have  at  prefent  feveral  under  our  care,  are  to  be  < 
referred  to  the  genus  of  catarrh.  J 
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It  mud  indeed  be  allowed,  that  the  fymptoms 
of  the  cafe  before  us  do  not  correfpond  to  the 
definition  of  catarrh,  as  given  by  feveral  authors, 
and  particularly  by  thofe  who  refer  catarrh  to 
the  general  dais  of  pyrexiae,  or  febrile  afrecUons. 

1 cannot  help  thinking,  however^  that  this  me- 
thod  of  arranging  that  genus,  is  exceptionable'. 
And,  if  we  confider  the  order  of  profluvia  as 
conftituted  merely  by  ai  morbid'  increafe  of  na- 
tural difcharges  from  the  body,  they  form  an 
alfociation  of  difeafes,  among  which  there  is  d. 
great  natural  affinity.  Tn  this  fenfe,  the  profluvia 
either  may  or  may  not  be  attended  with  fever'. 
When,  how^ever,.  fever  does  occur,,  it  is  not  to 
be  confidered  as  an  efkntia!,  but  merdy  as  an 
accidental  fymptom.  To  the  order  of  profluvia 
thus  defined,  I would  refer  catarrh',-  as  being  an 
affeftion,  the  eflfential  part  of  which  confifts  irt 
an  increafe  of  the  mucous  difcharge  from  the 
glands  fituated  in  the'  membrana  mucofa  Schnei* 
deri,  particularly  in  that  part  of  it  which  lines 
the  lungs. 

There  is  indeed  one  difeafe  cominonly  rec- 
koned a fpecies  of  catarrh,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  a flrong  objeffion  to  this  defini- 
tion and  method  of  arranging:  it.  What  1 al- 
lude 
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lude  to,  is  that  contagious  alFe6lion,  known  by 

t 

the  title  of  the  influenza,  or  epidemical  catarrh, 
which,  at  feveral  different  periods,  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  be  propagated  over  all  Europe.  Of 
that  difeafe,  fever  is  probably  an  effential  part. 

' It  is,  however,  an  affection,  which,  in  its  nature, 
has  no  effential  agreement  with  catarrh  frorn  . 
cold.  It  certainly  depends  upon  a peculiar  fe-  j 
brile  infection,  and  ought  to  be  confidered  as  j 
having  no  more  analogy  with  catarrh’  from  cold, 
than  the  fmall  pox  has  with  thofe  cutaneous  : 
eruptions  which,  in  external  appearance,  mofl:  . 
nearly  refemble  it. 

Having  premifed  thefe  obfervations  refpefliing 
the  nofology  of  catarrh,  it  follows  tffat,  on 
'the  view  now  given  of  it,  we  may,  without 
hefitation,  refer  the  cafe  of  our  prefent  patient 
to  that  genus.  In  the  cafe  before  us,  the 
difeafe  is  fufficiently  characterized  by  the  copi- 
ous vifeid  expectoration.  For,  there  can  be  little  i 
doubt,  that  the  troublefome  cough  is  merely  the  ' 
confequence  of  the  accumulation  of  this  matter  j 
in  the  ramifications  and  veficles  of  the  bronchia. 

Here,  however,  it  will  naturally  occur,  as  a fe- 
cond  queftion,  how  far  the  genus  which  we  have 

now  defined  confifts  of  different  fpecies,  and  to 

which 
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which  of  thefe  fpecies  the  prefent  cafe  is  to  be  re- 
ferred. I muft  own,  that  I am  one  of  thbfe 
who  reckon  the  multiplication  of  the  fpecies 
comprehended  under  genera,  to'be  both  unne- 
' ceifary  and  improper.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the 
cure  applicable  to  any  particular  genus,  is  by  no 
means  fuited  to  all  the  fpecies  falling  under  it ; 
but,  neither  will  the  cure  of  fpecies  always  an- 
fwer  for  the  treatment  of  varieties.  And,  in  ac- 
tual pradtice,  the  cure  employed  in  any  particu- 
lar cafe,  ought  to  be  adapted  to  its  peculiarities. 
I apprehend,  therefore,  that  genera  ought  only 
to  be  fubdivided  when  there  is  a manifefl  and 

■>  f 

conftderable  difference,  particularly  in  teaching 
medicine. 

In  the  prefent  affedlion,'  there  are  two  condi- 
tions between  which  a diftindlon  is  requifite  ; that 
is,  whether  the  difeafe  occurs  as  an  acute  or  chro- 
nical affcdion.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  cafes,  it  ap- 
pears as  the  almoft  immediate  effed  of  a parti- 
cular accident  j it  is  attended  with  confiderable 
fever  ; and,  in  no  long  time,  it  terminates  either 
in  health,  or  in  fome  other  affedlion.  Of  all  o- 
ther  affeftions,  the  mofl:  common  fequelae  of  it, 
are,  either  phthifis  pulmonalis,  > or  chronical  ca- 
tarrh. Any  obfervations  on  the  former  of  thefe 
: s affedions 
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affediom  would  be  here  out  of  plate;  but  the  calc 
before  us  naturally  leads  us  to'the  confidcratron  of 
the  latter. 

By  chronie  catarrh,  I underhand  an  increafed 
fecretion-  of  mucus  in  the  lungs,  without  fever, 
and,  mod  commonl'y,  without  any  degree  of  in- 
flammation. This  difeafe,  as^  T have  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  botb  common  and-  troublefome;  and, 
as  being  fuch,-  it  has-  naturally  elaimed  the  atten- 
tion-of  pra€licai' writers.  They  have  commonly 
diflinguiftied  it?  by  the  title  of  catarrhus  Jenilh  ; 
and,  in  defence  of  the  propriety  of  the  name,  it 
cannot  be  refufed,  that  it  is  chiefly  a difeafe  of  j 
old  people ; yet^  as  it  foraetimes  occurs  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  I confider  the  term  chronic 
to  be  lefs  exceptionable..  And,  indeed,  it  could 
hardly  with  propriety  be  termed  fenilis  with  our 
prefent  patient,  a man  not  yet  fifty  years  of  age. 

It  is  from  thefe  different  confiderations,  then,  that, 
to  the  difeafe  of  this  patient,  1 give  the  name  of 
chronic  catarrh. 

This  affedion  is  one  of  thofe  which  has  often 
a fatal  termination  ; but,  for  the  rnofl  part,  it  is 
not  fuddenly  fatal : And  it  rather  induces  death 
by  wearing  out  the  conftitution,  than  in  any  o- 
ther  manner  j although,  in  fbine  inftances  indeed, 

patients 
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jjatleiats  arc  cut  off  by  it,  from  immediate  fuffo- 
catiojD.  Wuli  our  predcnt  patient,  it  has  not 
gone  to  fach  a height  as  to  give  much  reafbn  to 
apprehend  this  *,  and  our  patient’s  ftrength  fs 
but  little  impaired.  To  "all  this  we  may  ad<I,  < 
that  he  has  not-  yet  arrived  at  a very  advanced 
period  of  life  ; hence,  there  are  fome  grounds 
for  hoping,  even  for  a compleat  recovery.  It  is, 
however,  more  probable,  that  we  will  not  be 
able  entirely  to  rid  our  patient  of  his  difeafe,  but 
that  he  will,  as  formerly,  continue  to  be  moreor  lefs 
affefted  with  it  during  the  winter-feafon.  I hope, 
how'cver,  that,  under  proper  treatment,  his  com- 
plaints may  at  Icaft  be  alleviated,  particularly,  if 
his  fituation  at  home  be  fuch,  as  will  co-operate 
with  our  meafures. 

In  this  affedion,  in  general,  I imagine,  that 
j the  great  objeft  which  is  to  be  aimed  at  in  the 
i cure,  is  to  reftore  the  fecretion,  by  the  lungs,  to 
i its  natural  (late  ; and  the  principal  means  of  af- 
1 fefling  this,  is,  by  diminhhing  the  determination 
: of  the  blood  to  the  lungs.  Hence,  it  becomes 
I no  lefs  neceffary  to  avoid  caufes  promoting  de- 
I termination  there,  than  to  ufe  fuch  means  as 
> will  increafe  the  flow  of  blood  to  other  parts. 

! pf  all  caufcs  determining  blood  to  the  internal 

I 

i vifeera, 

, ) 

i 

f 

I 

1 
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vifcera,  In  general,  perhaps  the  moft  confiderablc 
is  the  application  of  cold  to  the  furface  of  the 
body;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  difeafe  of  which 
we  now  treat,  is  univerfally  obferved  to  be  word 
during  the  winter- months,  i^nd  it  is  one  ot  . 
thofe  affedions,  in  which  it  is  of  the  higheft  utir 
iity  to  pafs  the  winter  in  a warm  climate.  With 
patients  where  that  condition  is  unattainable,  cold 
is  particularly  to  be  guarded  againfl  by  proper 
cloathing,  and  comfortable  lodging,  as  by  this 
mean  uniform  circulation  is  chiefly  to  be  fupported. 

But,  befides  this,  the  determination  to  the 
breafl;  will  alfo  be  dlminiflied  by  all,  thofe  means 
which  increafe  the  flow  of  blood  to  neighbour-  • 
ing  parts.  And,  with  this  view,  nothing  has  a 
better,  or  more  permanent  effed,than  fome  drain  ' 
from  the  body,  in  the  form  of  iflue,  or  feton. 
With  nearly  a fimilar  intention,  alfo,  emetics  arc 
often  ufeful.  Thefe  have  particular  influence  in 
giving  powerful  determination  to  the  furface ; 
yet,  it  mull  be  allowed,  that  this  determination 
is  not  permanent ; and,  in  this  difeafe,  they  are  I 
perhaps  ftill  farther  ferviceabls  from  another  . 
principle.  The  diltrelTing  fymptoms  in  this  af-  j 
fedion,  although  ultimately  the  confequence  of  an  | 
increafed  fecretion  of  mucus,  are  yet  to  be  con-  | 

fidered  ! 


I 
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fidcred  as  immediately  proceeding  from  the  ac- 
cumulation  of  this  mucus,  in  thofe  canals  and 
receptacles  which  are  provided  tor  air.  Hence, 
confiderable  relief  may  be  derived  from  all  thofe 
means  of  cure  which  ferve  immediately  to  unload 
the  breaft,  by  promoting  expeftoration ; and, 
with  this  intention,  there  is  perhaps  no  remedy 
more  ferviceable  than  emetics. 

Emetics,  however,  at  the  utinoft,  can  be  re- 
peated only  at  certain  intervals  ; hence,  it  fhould 
be  our  endeavour  to  obtain  relief  from  foinet.-ing 
productive  of  the  fame  elfeCt,  the  ufe  of  which 
can  be  more  uniformly  perhited  in.  With  this 
view,  if  there  be  in  reality  any  remedies  which, 
by  entering  the  circulation,  and  in  this  manner 
reaching  the  lungs,  produce  a tendency  to  ex- 
cretion, we  would  naturally  think  of  employing 
thefe.  Some,  indeed,  are  difpofed  to  deny  that 
any  fuch  medicines  exilt ; but,  I .i  uft  own,  that 
I cannot  help  entertaining,  on  this  fubjcCl,  a very 
different  opinion.  1 can  fee  no  more  difficulty 
in  fuppofmg  it  poffible,  that  the  effeCls  of  a re- 
medy, entering  the  circulation,  fliould  appear  at 
the  excretory  or  fecretory  organs,  by  the  breail, 
than  by  the  kidneys  or  falivary  glands.  That 
an  action  on  the  two  latter  takes  place,  is  unde- 

K niable; 
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niable;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I am  convinced, 
that,  with  refpeft  to  the  former  alfo,  it  is  con- 
firmed by  obfervation.  l.his  effc£l  is  particular- 
ly obfervabie  from  the  ufe  of  many  of  thofe  very 
fubflances,  which,  after  their  introdudion  into 
the  circulation,  fhew  their  influence  on  the  kid- 
neys, fuch,  for  inftance,  as  fquills.  Such  reme- 
dies, indeed,  may,  in  the  prefent  affedion,  be  . 
fuppofed  to  have  a bad  efftd,  in  as  far  as  they 
tend  to  increafe  fecretion ; but  this  is  more 
than  counter-balanced,  by  their  giving  an  addi- 
tional ftimulus  to  excretion,  and  by  this  means  j 
unloading  the  lungs.  ! 

While  thefe  medicines  aid  expedoration,  they  J 
feem  alfo  to  produce  a change  on  the  flate  of  the  | 
matter  expedorated;  for,  after  their  ufe,  it  ma-  | 
nifeltly  appears  of  a confiftence  lefs  vifcid,  and  | 
lefs  tenacious  than  before.  I’his,  probably,  is 
not  the  effed  of  any  alteration  on  the  flate  of 
the  mucus,  as  it  is  fecretcd  ; but  it  happens  mere- 
ly from  excretion  occurring  before  the  mu- 
cus has,  in  cpnfequence  of  flagnation,  acquired 
any  great  vifcidity.  Thus,  then,  although  fuch 
remedies  can  be  confidered  as  having  but  little 
tendency  to  produce  a radical  cure,  yet  they  are  ; 

of  confiderable  fervice,  as  alleviating  the  dlfeafe. 

/ On 
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On  thefe  general  principles  I have  begun,  and 
mean  to  conduct  our  practice,  in  the  cafe  before 
us ; and  the  obfervations  which  have  now  been 
offered,  will  fully  explain  to  you  the  intentions 
which  I have  in  view,  in  having  recourfe  to  an 
iffue,  to  the  fquill  pills,  and  to  repeated  emetics. 
In  the  life  of  the  two  former,  I mean  uniformly 
to  perfift  for  fome  length  of  time,  but  the  latter 
will  be  ufed  only  occafionally,  when,  from  much 
difficulty  of  breathing,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedf, 
that  a confiderable  quantity  of  mucus  is  accumu- 
lated in  the  breafl,  I hope,  therefore,  that,  if 
the  other  remedies  have  the  effedl  to  be  wifhed 
for,  thefe  will  be  lefs  neceffary.  In  the  future 
management  of  this  cafe,  we'  may  poffibly  be  in- 
duced to  change  the  drain  to  a different  fituation, 
or  to  a different  form;  and,  with  the  fquills,  we 
may  conjoin  gum  ammoniac,  or  affa  foetida.  But, 
fuch  changes  excepted,  we  will  probably  make 
no  other  alteration  in  the  treatment  of  this  cafe, 
unlefs  from  circumftances  of  the  difeafe  v/ith 
which  we  are  at  prefent  unacquainted. 

Under  the  courfe  mentioned,  the  feverity  of 
this  patient’s  complaints  was  fomewhat  relieved 

butj 
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but,  as  he  complained  much  of  pain  irom  his 
iffiie,  the  htuation  of  it  was  firft  changed,  and 
afterwards,  it  was  entirely  difcontinued,  Not- 
withftanding  the  ufe  of  the  fquill  pills,  he  be- 
came much  affeded  with  coftivenefs,  which  was 
obviated  by  the  ufe  of  cream  of  tartar.  But, 
although  by  thefe  meafures  the  feverity  of  his 
difeafc  was  alleviated,  yet  it  continued  to  diftrefs 
him  much  during  the  whole  winter  ; and,  about 

the  end  of  May,  when  his  attendance  at  the 
X ..  . 

Difpenfary  was  diicontinued,  the  prefumption 
is,  that  the  relief  which  he  obtained  proceeded 
more  from  the  change  of  the  feafon,  than  from 
the  influence  of  the  medicines  which  were  em- 


C A S E VI. 

■*  I 

Ohfervations  on  an  Aff'f^iion  of  the  Liver,  treated 
by  Mercurial  medicines, 

J, F , in  the  fifty  eight  year  of  his  age, 

admitted  November  20.  1776,  is  by  trade  a 

chairman,  and  naturally  of  a robufl;  make.  In 

the 
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the  right  hypochondrium,  a confiderable  tumour 
may  be  felt,  extending  to  the  umbilical  region. 
This  tumour  gives  him  little  uneafinefs,'  even  on 
prelTure  ; but  he  is  affe died  with  conflant  tickling 
cough,  and  his  refpiration  is'fomewhat  difficult. 
He  has  fome  thirft  ; his  appetite  is  confiderably 
impaired ; and  he  fleeps  ill  on  account  of  the 
cough.  Pulfe  104;  belly  regular  j tongue  white 
and  moift;  urine  natural,  both  in  colour  and 
quantity. 

About  two  years  ago  the  fwelling  was  firfl 
perceived,  and  it  has  fmce  gradually  increafed. 
With  the  cough,  he  has  been  affedled  for  nearly 
the  fame  length  of  time.  In  June  laft,  he  was 
feized  with  a vomiting  of  blood,  which  left  him, 
after  continuing  about  a month.  He  has  difcharged 
blood  by  ftool  for  above  two  years  paft,  at  inter- 
vals of  two  or  three  months  j and,  about  a year 
ago,  he  was  affedted  with  fevere  gripping  pains 
in  his  bowels  ; thefe,  however,  were  relieved  by 
the  vomiting  of  blood,  which  foon  afterwards 

fucceeded,  and  of  late  they  have  been  much  lels 
fevere. 

He  can  affign  no  caufe  for  his  difeafej  he  has 
ufed  many  medicines  with  little  relief.  Some 
time  ago,  he  drank  the  purgative  mineral  water 


at 
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at  Pitcathly,  which,  he  fays,  in  forne  meafurc 
relieved  the  pains  in  his  bowels. 

5,.  U nguenti  mercurtalis  unciam  unam 
Camphorae  grana  decem 
Terantur  optime  fimul  ut  Jiat  unguentum 
Hoc  inunguatur  tumor  abdominis  omni  node^  et 
Jingulis  vicibus  Jcrupulus  unus  adhibeatur, 
Noveiiiber  23.  He  thinks  that  the  tumor  in 
his  abdomen  is  lefs  painful  to  the  touch  fince  he 
began  the  ointment.  He  has  had  no  bloody  dif- 
charge  by  flool ; but  his  other  fymptoms  continue 
nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  before,  and  the  cough 
is  very  troublefome. 

Hydragyri  granum  unum 
Conjervae  frudus  cynojhati  drachmam  dimi- 
diam 

/ 

Terantur  optime  fimul  ad  perfedam  globulo- 
rum extindionern^  et  fiat  bolus  hora  /omni 
fiumendus 

Et  repetatur  dofis  ejufmodi  alternis  nodibus. 
November  30.  He  has  continued  the  oint- 
ment, and  taken  three  bolufes,  without  their  pro- 
ducing any  inconvenience.  He  ftill  thinks  the 
pain  of  the  tumor  fomewhat  diminifhed,  and 
he  has  had  no  return  of  the  bloody  ftools.  Con- 
tinuetur unguentum^  et  repetatur  bolus  tertia  qua- 
que node. 


Decem- 
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December  7.-  He  has  taken  his  medicines  as 
direded,  and  has  felt  fome  flight  forenefs  in  hiS 
gums  for  thefe  three  days  pafl.  He  thinks,  that 
the  pain  of  the  fwcUing  in  his  abdomen  is  ftill 
lefs  than  formerly,  but  the  fwe'lling  is  nothing  dii- 
miniflied.  Omittantur  hoti^  continuetur  ungueH- 
turn,  et  capiat  pilularum  thebaicarum  grana  decefti 
alternis  no6libus, 

December  14.  He  thinks  his  cough  fome- 
what  eafier  fmee  he  began  the  pills  ; and  he  has 
had  no  farther  return  of  the  bloody  difeharge  by 
ftool.  The  pain  in  his  abdomen  continues  ea- 
fier, and  he  thinks  that  the  fwelling  is  fomewhat 
fallen.  Continuentur  medicamenta^  et  repetatur 
bolus  ut  antea,  alternis  noctibus. 

December  21.  He  is  again  at  times  fenfible 

of  a copper  tafte  in  his  mouth,  fince  the  bolufes 

were  repeated,  but  w thout  any  fpitting.  His 

cough,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  have  been 

very  uneafy  for  fome  days  paft.  Continuentur 

% 

medicajnenta. 

Obfervations  delivered  December  23. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  is  one,  with  regard  to 
which,  I am  not  altogether  without  difficulty  ; 

' and 
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and  I exped;  to  have  (till  greater  difficulty  in  the 
conduct  of  the  cure,  than  in  afccrtaining  the 
nature  ,of  the  difeafe. 

I’he  fymptoms  with  which  this  patient  is  at 
prefent  affedted,  are  few  in  number.  And  of 
thefe,  the  greateft  part  are  obvious  to  the  fenfes. 
Here  the  firft  and  moft  important  queftion  which 
naturally  prefents  itfelf,  refpedts  the  fwelling  in 
his  abdomen.  From  the  equable  nature  of 
this,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  depends  upon  an 
affedlion  of  fome  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and 
we  can  fufpedf  no  vifcus  with  greater  probabili- 
ty than  the  liver.  It  is  well  known,  that  affec- 
tions of  this  vifcus  are  very  common  j and,  al- 
though  on  fome  occafions,  fuch  affedlions  ’will 
continue  for  life  without  inconvenience,  yet  in 
other  cafes  they  are  attended  with  the  molt  fe- 
rious  confequences. 

This  affedlion  of  the  liver,  then,  1 would  con- 
fider  as  the  moft  effential  part  of  our  patient’s 
difeafe  ; and  it  may  even  be  a queftion,  how  far  ■ 
it  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  all  of 
them?  The  other  complaints  which  at  prefent 
diftrefs  him  moft,  are  cough  and  difficult  refpi- 
ration.  Thefe  may  either  depend  on  a catarrhal 

affedion,  or  they  may  originate  from  a difeafe 

of 
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of  the  liver.  It  is  here.^  however,  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  cough  with  which  our  patient  is  alfedecl, 
is,  in  fome  rel'pects,  different  from  that  of  chro-. 
nical  catarrh;  and,  from  its  being,  as  is  cxpreR 
fed  in  the  hiflory  of  the  cafe,  a conflant  tickling 
cough,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  does  not  depend 
on  a ftimulus  from  a quantity  of  vifeid  mucus. 
For,  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  firs  of  coughing 
are  not  fo  frequent  as  they  are  fevere  ; and  it; 
j then  very  rarely  happens,  that  a fit  of  coughing 
i terminates,  without  the  expedoration  of  a con^ 

I fiderable  quantity  of  vifeid  mucus.  I muft,  there-? 
fore,  own,  that  I confider  it  to  be  the  rnofl  pro? 
bable  fuppofition,  that  both  the  cough  and  diffi-* 
culty  of  refpiration  depend  on  the  difeafed  flate 
of  the  liver. 

On  what  principle  fwelling  and  tumour  of  the 
liver  fhould  produce  the  difficulty  of  breath-?- 
ing,  is  fufficiently  obvious.  An  enlargement  of 
that  vifeus  mufl  neceffarily  prevent  the  free  mo? 
tion  of  the  diaphragm,  particularly  when  the  bo. 


dy  is  in  a recumbent  poflure  ; and,  on  the  mo? 
tion  of  the  diaphragm,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  refpiration  principally  depends.  Nor  is  it 
very  difficult  to  conceive  how  it  fliould  give  rife 
to  cough ; for,  from  the  very  circumflance  of 

T prcventin!| 
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preventing  the  free  motion  of  the  diaphragm,  it 
willnecefi'arily  ad,  as  giving  irritation  to  the  lungs. 
And  in  this  manner  -we  can  account  for  the  fre- 
quency of  the  cough  -without  expedoration. 

One  of  the  moft  eminent  praditioners  at  prc- 
-fent  in  Britain,  is  difpofed  to  refer  to  the  liver 
the  caufe  of  many  difeafes.  And,  from  thofe 
who  have  been  his  patients,  nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  hear  of  liver-coughs,  liver-con- 
fumptions,  and  the  like.  Although  1 am  by  no 
means  difpofed  to  confider  its  influence  to  be  fo 
extenfive  as  fome  imagine,  yet,  it  would  be  e- 
qually  groundless  to  refufe,  that  it  may  often  be 
the  caufe  of  difeafe;  and  when,  as  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  we  have,  even  from  the  teftimony  of  the 
fenfes,  next  to  certain  eviaence  ot  its  being  di- 
ieafed,  it  naturally  prefents  itfelf,  at  leaft,  as  the 
moll  probable  caufe  of  the  alFedion. 

After  thefe  remarks  on  the  fymptoms  with 
which  our  patient  is  at  prefent  aflFeded,  it  next 
requires  to  be  mentioned,  that,  fince  his  com- 
plaints began,  he  has  been  alFcded  with  other 
fymptoms,  which,  although  they  be  not  conftant, 
have  been  obferved  to  return  at  no  very  long  in- 
'tervals ; and  we  have  every  reafon  to  apprehend 

that  he  will  be  again  fubjeded  to  them.  What 
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I allude  to,  is  the  bloody  difcharge  both  by  vo- 
miting and  by  ftool,  but  particularly  in  the  latter 
of  thefc  ways.  With  regard  to  this  circumftance, 
alfo,  there  is  ground  for  doubt.  It  either  may, 
or  may  not  be  conneded,  with  the  fixed  affedion 
of  his  liver.  It  is  certain,  that  tumour  and  fehir- 
rofity  of  the  liver  very  frequently  occur  without 
any  fuch  appearance  ; and,  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  blood  may  be  difeharged  from  the  alimen- 
tary canal  when  it  is  derived  from  other  fources. , 
Mofl;  eomraonly,  fuch  bloody  difeharges  happen 
from  the  veflels  of  the  alimentary  canal  itfelf. 
Befides  thefe  eircumftances,  there  is  another  par- 
ticular which  here  creates  farther  doubt.  The 
fwelling  of  the  liver  is  faid  to  be  only  of  two  years 
duration,  while,  we  are  told,  that  this  bloody 
difcharge  has  taken  place  at  intervals  for  a great- 
er lengtli  of  time. 

When  all  thefe  eircumftances  are  taken  to- 
gether, I cannot  venture  to  aflert,  with  confi- 
dence, that  the  bloody  difcharge  does  depend 
upon  the  difeafe  of  the  liver  ; -yet,  I muft  own,  I 
am  ftill  difpofed  to  confider  it  as  not  improbable, 
that  it  is  the  origin  of  this  affedion  alfo.  There 
is  great  room  for  prefuming,  that  the  liver  would 
be  in  a difeafed  condition  a coufiderable  time  be- 
fore 
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■fore  there  was  any  obvious  fwelling ; and  froni 
firfl;  to  lafl;  it  has  never  given  any  great  pain, 
^ When  to  all  this  it  is  added,  that,  at  prcfent, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  in  a difeafed 
ilate,  it  is  more  reafonable  to  fufped  it  to  be  the 
caufe  of  the  fymptoms,  than  to  afcribe  them  to  any 
other  caufe,  even  the  exiftence  of  which  is  not 
certain.  Blood  from  the  »velfels  of  the  liver 
Will  find  a ready  accefs  into  the  alimentary  canal ; 
^and,  when  it  is  derived  from  this  foiirce,  there  is 
a greater  chance  of  its  being  difcharged,  both 
Upwards  and  downwards,  than  from  any  other. 
It  is  well  known  that  a difcharge,  both  upwards 
and  downwards,  happens  with  regard  to  the  fluid 
lecreted  by  the  liver  j and^  if  bilious  vomiting 
and  purging  be  a common  occurrence,  a bloody 
difcharge  may  alfo  happen  from  the  fame  origin. 
Upon  the  whole,  then,  I am  difpofed  to  look  up- 
on the  difeafe  of  our  prcfcnt  patient,  to  be  what 
may  be  termed  a liver-cafe^ 

Refpeding  the  caufe  firfl;  inducing  this  affec- 
tion, we  are  entirely  in  the  dark.  Our  patient 
bimfelf  does  not  afcribe  his , complaint  to  any 
particular  occurrence^  From  this  fource,  there- 
fore, no  light  is  thrown  upon  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  any  conjedure  which  can  be  formed 

front 
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from  the  drcumftances  of  our  patient’s  employ- 
ment, muft  be  very  uncertain.  Yet,  when  we 
refled  on  his  occupation  in  life,  that  of  a chair- 
man, we  are  naturally  led  to  conclude,  that  he 
has  been  expofed  to  very  ftrong  occafional  caufes 

X 

of  difeafe.  Perhaps  there  is  no  employment 
from  which  there  occurs  expofure  to  greater  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  heat  and  of  cold  j and,  accordinglyj 
although  none  are  capable  of  undertaking  this 
bufinefs  but  thofe  of  the  ftoutefi;  and  ftrongefl 
makes,  yet  their  lives  are  reckoned  very  bad 
ones,  by  thofe  who  have  attended  to  calculations 
of  that  kind.  We  may  prefume,  therefore,  that 
this  had  fome  fhare,  as  inducing  the  prefent  af- 
fedion  ; and,  it  is  not  impoffible,  that  it  may 
have  been  aided  alfo  by  the  too  frequent  ufe  of 
, fpirituous  liquors;  for,  while  the  circumflances 
of  the  profeflion  which  we  have  mentioned  natu- 
rally lead  to  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  dram-drinking  is, 
j at  the  fame  time,  known  to  be  a very  powerful 
j caufe  inducing  a^edions  of  the  liver. 

I 

j But  any  fuppofition  which  may  be  entertained 
I refpedling  the  origin  of  the  difeafe,  will  now  very 
1 little  influence  our  judgment  with  regard  to  the 
prognofis.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  I muff  ownj 
' I can  form  no  favourable  opinion.  Plis  com- 
plaints, 
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plaints,  indeed,  as  yet,  are  not  very  urgent ; 
and  the  fymptom  which  is  the  mofl;  urgent,  the 
cough,  is  in  reality  the  lead  inconfiderable.  This 
may  indeed  diftrels  hiui,  but  I do  not  confider  it 
as  dangerous ; and,  although  it  is  not,  perhaps, 
to  be  entirely  removed  while  the  caufe  of  the 
complaint  continues,  yet  it  may  admit  of  confi- 
derable  alleviation.  The  fwelling  which  is  per- 
ceptible in  his  abdomen,  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  more  obftinate  ; and  it  may  not  merely  refill 
all  bur  attempts  to  remove  it,  but  may  yet  ter- 
minate in  fuppuration,  the  patient  being  after- 
wards cut  off  by  the  tab^s  hepatica»  I fi;:e  no 
reafon  for  imagining,  however,  that  the  progrefe 
in  the  prefent  difeafe  will  be  rapid.  And,  if  our 
patient  choofes  to  give  himfelf  that  chance  which 
different  medicines  may  afford,  it  will  at  Icafl:  fur- 
nifli  us  with  an  opportunity  for  the  trial  of  thefe; 
yet,  I muff  own,  that  I have  but  little  expeda- 
tion  of  being  able  to  remove  the  affc<5lion. 

With  the  view  of  combating  that  difeafe  of  the 
liver,  which  I take  to  be  the  great  caufe  of  our 
patient’s  prefent  complaints,  two  great  objeds  are 
to  be  aimed  at,  the  removal  of  obftrudion  in 
that  vifeus,  and  the  reftoration  of  due  circulation 

through 
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through  it.  We  do  not  imagine,  that,  even 
by  obtaining  thefe  ends,  the  fwelling  would  be 
entirely  removed;  for  the  probability  is,  that, 
after  the  alfedlion  has  been  of  fo  long  (landing, 
the  fo'id  parts  are  in  fome  degree  increafed. 
Yet,  1 think,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  fwdling  depends  on  impacled  fluids, 
and  that,  oy  free  circulation,  it  wouid  be  re- 
moved. At  the  fame  time,  by  the  refloration 
of  this,  any  tarthcr  bad  conlequcnces  woUid  be 
avoided. 

Of  all  the  remedies  known  by  the  general 
title  of  deobllruents,  none  perhaps  has  been 
longer  held  in  high  eftimatiou  than  mercury. 
And,  we  have  the  molt  incontdhble  evidence 
of  its  afting  as  a peculiar  and  yet  powerful  (li- 
mulus, at  particular  parts,  after  its  introduction 

I 

I into  the  general  mafs  of  circulating  fluids.  It  Is 
I in  the  hope  of  obtaining  thefe,  that  I have  here 
i put  this  patient  on  the  ufe  of  it,  both  externally 
j and  internally.  The  firfl:  1 intend  not  merely  as 
i a means  of  introducing  mercury  into  the  fyltem, 
I but  in  fome  meafurc  as  a topical  application, 
t It  is  with  this  view  that  1 have  conjoined  it  with 
I a fmall  proportion  of  camphor  ; and  I hope  that 

I its  influence,  when  rubbed  upon  the  integuments, 

♦ 
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may,  in  fomc  degree,  be  extended  to  the  vifceraj 
for  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  I have  feen  in-* 
fiances  of  benefit  from  it,  where  there  was 
qually  little  connexion. 

But,  fhould  the  fridlion  have  no  Influence  in 
this  way,  it  is  ftill  an  equally  powerful  means  of 
introducing  the  mercury  into  the  lyfiem,  as  fric- 
tion on  any  other  part.  With  this,  however,  I 
wiflied  alfo  to  conjoin  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, as  by  this  means  there  is  both  a greater 
certainty  of  its  introduiStion,  and  the  fyftem  will 
be  fooner  charged  with  mercury,  than  if  we 
trufted  to  one  mode  of  introducing  it  only. 

I have  ordered  the  mercury  as  rendered  active 
merely  by  triture.  In  this  flate,  there  is  the 
greatefl  chance  of  its  being  retained  for  fome 
length  of  time  in  the  fyftem  ; and  on  this  reten- 
tion my  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  chiefly  founded.  ! 
I have  diredled  the  triture  to  be  made  with  the  ■ 
corferva  frudlus  cynofbati,  a fubftance  which  fomc  , 
imagine  has  a very  powerful  effedl  as  extinguifli-  j 
ing  the  mercury ; but,  how  far  the  fuppofition  , 
is  well  founded,  I do  not  know. 

By  means  of  thefe,  or  other  mercurials,  it  is . 
my  intention  to  keep  this  patient  for  fome  time 
on  the  verge  of  falivation.  Not  that  I imagine  any 

benefit  , 
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benefit  is 'here  to  be  reaped  from  the  difeharge, 
but  becaufe  I confider  the  difeharge  to  be  the 
-only  certain  evidence  that  the  mercury  has  en- 
tered the  fyflem. 

Should  this  plan,  after  a proper  trial,  be  found 
to  fail,  we  may,  perhaps,  make  trial  of  fome  of 
thefe  deobftruents  fo  highly  recommended , by 
Doflor  Stork,  particularly  the  cicuta  of-  flram- 
monium.  'I  am  far  from  thinking  that  thefe  •re- 
medies are  fo  highly  eiiicacious  as  has  been  re- 
prefented ; yet,  I have  no  doubt  that  they  do 
poflefs  aflive  powers,  and  that,  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  they  have  had  wonderfully  good  effecls. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  however,  I fhould  not  be  dif- 
appointed  were  thefe  alfo  to  fail. 

While  we  are  thus  profecuting  meafures  for 
a radical  cure,  the  relief  of  urgent  fyraptoms  is 
not  to  be  negleded.  With  that  view,  indeed,  we 
have  hitherto  done  but  little  j becaufe,  excepting 
the  cough,  there  is  nothing  in  this  way  very  ur- 
gent. It  is,  however,  with  the  view  of  allevi- 
ating this,  that  I have  ordered  the  piliilae  theha- 
kae.  While  thefe  afford  relief,  I propofe  to  con- 
tinue them  occafionaliy  j or,  I may  have  recourfe 
to  otner  remedies,  as  demulcents  or  ‘ bliflers*. 
But,  while  the  cough  with  which  he  is  affefled 

hi  continues 
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continues  to  be  merely  oi  the  tickling  kind,  I 
own,  1 Ihall  expe£t  more  irom  the  opiate  than 
from  any  other  remedy.  And  1 take  the  pre- 
fent  to  b(  one  of  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  frocbi/ci 
, bechici  cum  opio^  a new  formula  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  may  be  ufed  with  advantage. 

f 

Sequel. 

The  ufe  of  the  mercury  was  perfifled  in  for 
,fome  weeks.  His  cough  continued  to  be  lefs 
troublefor.'.e  ; he  had  no  return  of  the  bloody 
difeharge  by  fiool,  and  he  thought  that  the  fwel- 
ling  in  his  abdomen  was  fomewhat  diminiflied. 
In  this  hate  he  difeontmued  the  mercurial  courfe, 
and  no  other  remedy  was  tried. 

CASE  VII. 

The  Hijlcfy  of  a Petechial  Eruption  without  Fe- 
brile Symptoms,  terminating  fuccejsfully. 

* f 

Jane  ALLEN,  aged  11,  has  over  her  whole 
body  fmall  red  fpots,  not  raifed  above  the 
furface  of  the  fkin,  and  neither  fore  nor  painful. 
She  has  alfo  on  her  forehead  and  arms,  but  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  on  the  lower  extremities,  livid  blotches, 
having  much  the  appearance  of  vibices.  Thefe 
arc  cf  different  fizcs;  fome  of  them  as  large  as' 
the  furface  of  half  a crown,  others  of  a {h,l!mg. 
She  fometiines  complains  of  flight  headach,  and 
her  gums  have  bled  once  or  twice  during  thefe 
laft  three  days.  Thefe  bleedings  have  come  on 
without  any  obvious  accident ; but  the  difcharge 
has  never  been  confiderable.  Belly  regular  ; 
pulfe  natural ; appetite  good  j tongue  moiff  and 
clean  j no  thirft  ; ikin  cool. 

* 

The  petechial  fpots  were  firfl;  ohferved  about 
ten  days  ago,  and  the  livid  blotches  anoui  two 
days  after.  The  number  of  thefe  has  gradually 
increafed  ; and' the  bleedings  firft  appeared  three 
days  ago. 

She  imputes  thefe  complaints  to  her  having 
eat,  about  a month  ago,  a large  quantity  of  the 
common  fmall. beans.  Two  days  after  tuis,  flie 
was  affeded  with  great  laflitude,  attended  with 
Ihivcring  and  coldnefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  were 
foon  fucceeded  by  heat  of  her  ikin,  headach,  and 
vomiting;  which  lafl;  fymptom  continued  for  live 
or  fix  days.  She  complained  alfo  of  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, and  great  thirft.  During  the  firft  eight 
days  after  flie  was  feized  with  thefe  fyniptoiiis,  Ihe 

took 
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'took  two  purgatives  and  two  emetics.  After  the' 
exhibition  of  the  latter,  the  fpontaneous  vomit- 
ing ceafed,  and  flie  recovered  fo  far  as  to  be  able 
to  go  abroad  on  the  8th  day  after  the  acceffion 
of  the  fever.  On  Sunday  laft  fhe  took  a third 
dofe  of  phyfic,  during  the  operation  of  which, 
Ihe  difeharged  by  ftool  a confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  j but,  fmee  that  time,  Ihe  has  not  paifed 
any. 

Capiat  pulveris  corticis  Pentviam  fcrupuhcni 
unum  ter  indies  ex  quovis  vehiculo. 

December  28.  Has  taken  the  Peruvian  bark 
regularly^  without  any  inconvenience.  Many  of 
the  red  fpots,  and  feveral  of  the  large  blotches 
on  her  ikin,  have  difappeared  fmee  laft  report. 
But  others  have  appeared  at  different  places  ; and 
feveral  times  ihe  has  had  flight  bleedings  at  the 
nofe  and  mouth.  Her  appetite  continues  good  ; 
Ikin  cool ; ^ulfe  and  belly  natarak 

January  4.  The  fpots  on  her  ikin  are  now 
almofl:  entirely  gone,  and  the  large  blotches, 
which  yet  remain,  are  every  where  of  a lighter 
dolour,  verging  to  yellow.  Some  frefli  ones', 
however,  have  appeared  fince  lafl  report.  She 
has  had  no  return  of  bleeding  at  the  nofe  or 

' mouth.  She  complains  of  having  been  affefted, 

for 
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for  fome  days  pad,  with  pain  and  fwelling  at  her 
ftomach.  Her  appetite  is  fomewhat  impaired;  , 
.belly  very  bound  ; pulfe  <^6, 

Intermittantur  medicamenta,  et  capiat  cras  mane 
falis  Glauberi  /emiinciam  ex  aquae  ferventis  un- 
ciis fex.  Repetatur  dofts  talis  mane  die  Martis, 

January  14.  The  firft  dofe  of  the  falts  had  ' 
little  effe'a:,  but  the  fecond  operated  brilkly. 
Since  flie  took  it,  the  pain  and  fwelling  of  her 
ftomach  have  been  much  eafier.  She  has  had 
no  return  of  the  bleeding.  The  vibices  and  pe- 
techiae  are  now  almofl  entirely  gone.  But,  on 
Thurfday  laft,  (lie  difeharged  a large  round 
worm,  of  the  lumbricus  kind.  Her  pulfe  and 
belly  are  now  natural ; but  her  appetite  is  at 
times  obferved  to  be  very  keen.  , 

Pulveris  florum  chamaemeli  fcrupulum  unum. 

Syrupi  fimplicis. 

Aquae  pontis,  fmgulorum  femunciam.  M, 
fiat  haufius,  hora  fomni  fumendus,  et  repe- 
tatur omni  nolle. 

Nec  non  habeat  mane  die  Veneris  dofm 
falis  Glauberi  ut  antea. 

January  i8.-  She  took  the  mixture  regular- 
ly, and  the  falts  operated  well  ; but  no  more 

worms 
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worms  have  been  obferved  ; and  fhe  continues 
free  from  all  her  fyinptoms.  Let  her  be  dihnif- 

fcd, 

% 

i 

Obfervations  deliver ed  February  i. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  whom  we  fome  time 
ago  difmilfed  from  attendance  here,  appeared  to 
me  to  be  in  many  refpeds  fingular.  1 had  ne- 
ver, 1 own,  before  feen  what  I could  reckon  an 
inftance  of  the  fame  affection.  Till  lately,  indeed, 
I had  never  read  of  it,  or,  at  leaft,  had  feen  it 
mentioned  only  in  fuch  a curfory  or  accidental 
manner,  as  to  merit  little  attention.  But,  a few 
months  ago,  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  from 
Dr  Baldinger  of  Goettingen,  feveral  inaugural 
dilfertations,  publiihed  at  that  place.  Among  o- 
thers,  he  fent  me  one,  intitled,  De  Peteebiis  fine 
Febre,  by  Dr  Ed.  Graaf.  I own,  from  the  title 
alone,  I was  not  difpofed  to  give  much  credit  to 
it.  I confidered  proper  petechial  eruptions  as 
folely  confined  to  fevers  of  the  typhus  or  putrid 
kind,  and  that  too  in  their  word  dates.  I was, 
therefore,  inclined  to  believe  it  fome  deception. 
And,  as  cutaneous  difeafesare  eafily  confounded, 

it  at  fird  occurred  to  me,  that  fome  other  cuta- 

. ncous 
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neous  eruption  might  be  miftaken  for  petechiae. 
From  careful  pcrulal  of  the  treatife,  however,  I 
was  neceffarily  led  to  form  a different  opinion. 

The  thefis  to  which  I allude,  confifts  entirely 
of  a cafe  which  had  occurred  to  the  author,  and 
a comment  upon  that  cafe.  In  the  hiftory,  fo 
many  other  concurring  circumftances  are  men- 
tioned, that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the 
nature  of  the  eruption.  Not  long  after  1 read 
this  dillertatioii,  the  prefent  cafe  occurred,  and 
the  circumftances  were  luch  as-  afforded  an  evi- 
dent example  of  what  Dr  Graaf  has  deferibed. 
His  cafe  and  the  prefent  are,  in  almoft  every  par- 
ticular, fimilar  to  each  other. 

In  our  cafe,  there  were  moft  evident  fymptoms 
of  an  eruption  of  fmall  red  fpots  on  different  parts 
of  the  body,  particularly  about  the  breaitand  neck. 
Thefe  fpots  correfponded  very  exadly  to  every 
delcription  of  petechia.  In  fize  and  figure  they  much 
refeinbled  flea-bites,  but,  in  place  of  a florid  red, 
they  were  of  a livid  caft,  and  had  no  evident 
marks  of  a pumfture  in  the  middle,  which  always 
attends  flea-bites. 

But  befides,  this  matter  was  put  beyond  all 
manner  of  doubt,  from  other  appearances.  T o- 

gether 
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gether  with  thefe  fpots,  large  livid  blotches  were 
vifible  on  many  different  parts,  exhibiting,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  fame  appearance  as  effufions 
of  blood  in  the  cellular  membrane  from  flrokes 
or  fimilar  caufes.  We  had  here  alfo  very  great 
refemblance  to  the  vibices  attending  putrid  fe- 
vers j and  1 have  often  feen  cafes,  where  appear- 
ances were  not  worfe,  which  terminated  by 
the  .parts  floughing  off.  The  fame  appearances 
were  alfo  remarked  in  the^cafe  of  Dr  Graaf ; but’ 
neither  were  the  vibices,  fo  numerous  nor  to  fo 
great  extent.  Two  only  were  mentioned  in  his 
-cafe,  and  thefe  fmaller  than  with  our  patient. 
His  words  are,  ‘ In  regione  potiffimum  hypo- 
chondriaca  finiflra  confpexi  duas  maculas  virl- 
^ des  et  fugiilationibus  fimillimas,,  quae  ovi  co^  ^ 
lumbini  magnitudinem  aequabant.’ . i 

That  thefe  were  of  the  fame  nature  with  what  , 
* 

occurred  in  greater  numbers  in  our  patient,  can  ! 
be  matter  of  no  doubt*  And  there  ^ can  even  be  | 
little  ground  for  hefitation  in  pronouncing,  that  . 
they  were  the  effeds  of  effufed  blood.  For  here  a 
difpofition  to  the  rupture  of  veffels  manifefted  it-.  \ 
felf  in  various  ways.  Before  the  patient  was  ad-  ■ ^ 
mitted  under  our  care,  flie  had  qftener  than  once  j 
fpontaneous  bleeding  at  her  gums,  and  that  too,  J 
" without  •] 
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without  any  evident  fign  of  fpungy  texture  or 
local  affedion.  On  taking  purgatives  alfo,  fhe 
had  been  obferved  to  difcharge  confiderablc 
quantities  of  blood  by  ftool. 

After  fhe  came  under  our  care,  there  were, 
flill,  in  fome  meafure,  the  fame  appearances ; 
that  is,  flill  evident  figns  of  tendency  to  haemor- 
rhage in  the  difcharge  of  blood  by  flool  ; and 
this,  too,  without  any  ground  for  fufj^eding  that  it 
was  the  efFed  of  any  haemorrhagic  eflfort.  For 
neither  was  there  quicknefs  nor  hardnefs  of  pulfe, 
nor  any  other  fymptom  ufually  attending  that 
flate  of  body. 

Thefe  were  the  only  morbid  fymptoms  evident 
in  this  cafe,  or  of  which  our  patient  complained 
after  coming  under  our  care.  At  one  time,  in- 
deed,^ fhe  complained  of  fome  uneafmefs  and 
fwelling  at  her  flomach.  Probably,  however, 
thefe  fymptoms  were  rather  the  confequence  of 
the  remedies  fhe  bad  taken,  than  conneded  with 
the  difcafe ; and  they  may  very  naturally  have 
arifen  as  efteds  of  the  vitriol  acid.  At  any  rate, 
it  was  a complaint  of  but  fhort  duration,  and  gi- 
ving little  uneafmefs. 

At  another  time,  fhe  difcharged,  by  flool,  a 
large  worm  of  the  lumbricus  kind.  I was,  how- 
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ever,  inclined  to  imagine,  that  this  had  m 

I 

conne£tion  w-th  the  primary  affeftion.  Wormv 
in  the  alimentary  canal  are,  indeed,  the  caufe  o 
a great  variety  of  lymptoms.  But  1 do  not  knovd 
that  they  have  ever  been  alledged  to  induce  fuel': 
as  the  prefent ; and  a difeharge  of  them  from 
the  aliinentary  canal,  is  by  no  means  an  unfre’ 
quent  confequence  of  other  afFe£lions. 

This,  1 am  difpofed  to  imagine,  was,  in  fomte 
meafure,  the  cafe  with  our  patient  j and  1 woukc 
confider  the  petechial  eruption,  the  blotchesv 
fuggillations  or  vibices,  and  difpofition  to  hae:- 
morrhage,  as  conftituting  the  affedion  for  whicfli 
fhc  came  under  our  care. 

it  will  naturally  occur  then  as  a queflion,  whaai 
genus  of  difeafe  thefe  conftitute  ? 

And  here  i muft  own,  that  Iknow  no  place  tco 
which  1 can  properly  reduce  it  in  any  nofologi- 
cal  fyilem.  By  lome  nofologifts,  indeed,  pe-- 
techia  itfelf  is  made  a genus  of  difeafe  j but  ifill! 
this  name  is  given  thofe  cafes  where  petechiae  arc* 
comoined  with  febrile  affedions.  To  fuch,  then,, 
we  cannot  refer  the  prefent  inftance. 

Of  the  fymptoms  here  prt'fent,  there  are  none 
which  do  not,  at  times,  occur  in  the  fea  feurvy.. 

But 


I 
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But  that  affe£lion  is  charaderifed  by  ir.any  other 
marks  not  here  prefent.  Nor,  in  this  inltance, 
was  there  by  any  means  the  fame  prog  refs  as  in 
feurvy . No  foetor  of  the  breath,  fpungy  Itate  of  the 
gums,  proftration  of  ftrength,'  ulcerations,  oedema- 
tous  fwellings,  or  the  like,  here  took  place.  Nor 
could  the  patient  be  fubjeded  to  thofe  caufes,  very 
generally,  if  not  always,  inducing  it.  There  would 
be  an  evident  impropriety,  therefore,  in  referring 
it  to  this  head.  It  is  not,  however,  improbable, 
that,  in  its  nature,  it  has  fomc  analogy  to  fea-feur- 
vy.  And,  if  we  can  form  any  reafonable  conjec- 
ture of  its  nature,  it  is  of  more  confequence  than 
giving  it  a proper  name.  Were  I,  however,  al- 
lowed to  coin  one,  and  in  this  way  the  pradi- 
tioners  of  our  days  have  ufed  more  freedom  than 
all  their  pfedecelfors,  I might  call  it  Petechiano- 
fos,  that  is,  a difeafe  charaderifed  by  Petechiae. 

I 

But,  whether  this  appellation  be  proper  or  not, 
it  will  little  affed  our  idea  of  its  nature. 

In  this  cafe,  I own,  from  all  circumftances  ta- 
ken together,  1 fhould  be  apt  to  ful'ped  a parti- 
cular morbid  ftate  of  the  fluids ; and  that  too, 
without  any  difeafe  of  the  other  parts  of  the  fy- 
flem,  either  as  Ample,  or  as  living  folids.  At 
leaft,  on  this  ground,  1 apprehend,  that  the  fymp- 
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toms  may  moft  readily  be  explained.  That  the 
folids  are  not  affected,  appears  evident  from  the 
natural  ftate  of  every  funtVion.  That  the  fluids 
are  in  fuch  a ftate  as  to  make  their  way  through 
paflTages  not  natural  to  them,  appears  both  from 
haemorrhage  and  extravafation  ; for,  on  this  caufe, 
we  muft  confidcr  both  the  petechiae  and  livid 
blotches  to  depend.  The  former,  indeed,  in  fe- 
vers of  a putrid  nature,  are  fometimes  reckoned 
rather  critical  than  fymptomatical : But,  in  all 
probability,  without  any  good  reafon.  The  lat- 
ter manifeft  the  fame  appearance  as  occurs  in 
extravafation  from  other  caufes.  There  can  be 
no  hefitation,  therefore,  in  referring  it  to  this 
fource  j and  I would  conclude,  that  the  texture  of 
the  blood,  probably  of  red  globules,  is  in  fome 
meafure  deftroyed.  In  this  refpeft,  then,  we  may 
prefume,  that  the  prefent  difeafe  has  no  inconft- 
derable  analogy  to  feurvy,  in  which  there  is  e- 
very  evidence  of  a fimilar  deftrudion  of  texture. 
Still,  however,  the  cafe  may  be  materially  diffe- 
rent. The  experiments  of  Mr  Hewfon,  made  on 
blood  taken  from  the  living  body,  throw  new  light 
on  this  fubjctl.  He  has  fhown,  that  the  figure  of 
the  globular  particles  is  conneOed  with  a certain 
ftate  of  the  fluids,  in  which  they  fwim.  His  ex- 
periments 
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■perlmcnts  dcmonftrate  that,  by  the  increafe  of  fa- 
linc  impregnations,  they  are  fhrivclled  and  broken 
inwards,  and  that,  by  the  increafe  of  the  watery 
part,  they  are  diftended  and  broken  outwards. 
And,  on  all  hands,  it  is  allowed,  that,  by  putrefac- 
tion, the  texture  is  deftroyed,  without  any  change 
of  the  menllruum. 

That  thefe  caufes  will  all,  to  fome  degree,  ope- 
rate in  the  living  body,  is  not  to  be  doubted. 
And,  perhaps,  more  frequently  they  operate  in 
combination  than  feparately.  There  is,  however, 
a prefumption,  from  the  circumftances  inducing 
fea  fcurvy,  that  the  firft  more  particularly  ope- 
rates in  that  afifedtion  ; and  the  laft  is,  perhaps, 
a caufe  of  diflblution  induced  with  putrefcent  ten- 
dency. 

To  which  of  thefe  caufes  the  dillolution  of 
the  red  particles^  here  occurring,  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, I am  fomewhat  doubtful.  And,  on  this 
fubjed,  little  ground  of  conjedure  is  afforded  by 
the  alledged  remote  caufe,  the  eating  a quanti- 
ty of  beans.  How  far,  however,  thefe,  from 
their  quantity  merely,  may  have  induced  the 
fucceeding  fever,  and  the  fever  given  rife  to 
this  ftate,  may,  at  leaft,  reafonably  be  made 
a queftion.  From  this  view,  I am  rather  difpofed 

to 
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to  refer  it  to  that  caufe  than  any  other ; and  the 
treatment  was  conducted  accordingly. 

Of  the  prognofis  here,  obferVations  are  now  pre- 
cluded, from  the  difeafe  having  terminated  favour- 
ably ;it  may  naturally,  however,  occur  as  a queftion, 
how  far  it  ought  to  be  confiderd  as  a dangerous 
affeftion  ? A probable  judgment  here  is  to  be  form- 
ed only  from  twofources:  From  former  faQs  ; or, 
where  thefe  are  wanting,  from  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe.  I have  already  obferved, 
that  this  is  the  firft  inftance  of  the  kind  I have 
met  with,  and  lean,  therefore,  draw  no  conclufion 
from  any  experience  ot  my  own,  nor-,  indeed, 
much  from  that  of  others.  The  cafe  defcribed 

by  Dr  Graaf  had  a fimilar  favourable  termina- 
tion, and  that  too  in  no  long  fpace  of  time, 
Befides  this,  towards  the  end  of  his  treatife, 
he  has  colleaed  feveral  inftances,  fomewhat  ana- 
logous, from  different  fourccs,  particularly  from 
tlie  Aaa  Academiae  Naturae  cunoforum. 
In  thefe  iikewife  the  difeafe  had  a favourable 
termination.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  there 
is  perhaps,  lefs  ground  to  be  alarmed  than  would 
naturally  Te  inferred  from  the  idea  we  have  given 
of  it.  For,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that,  from  this 

view  we  ftould  conclude  it  to  be  of  a bad  ten- 
dency 5 and  how  far  it  might  not  be  fevere  when 
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left  to  its  own  courfe,  is,  at  leafl:,  a matter  of 
doubt.  Should  any  future  inftance  occur  to 
me,  I would  reckon  it  improper  to  view  it  as  of 
little  account ; and,  till  I be  corrected  by  future 
experience,  1 would  again  be  difpofed  to  follow 
the  fame  plan  of  cure  ; which,  although  it  be  not 
precifely  the  fame,  is,  at  leafl:,  nearly  fimilar  to 
that  which  fucceeded  with  Dr  Graaf. 

Suppofmg  the  fymptoms  to  arife  from  a deftruc- 

tion  of  the  globules,  in,  confequence  of  a putref- 

cent  tendency,,  1 imagined  that  this  ought  to  be 

combated  by  antifeptics,  and  as  fuch  1 employed 

here  the  Peruvian  bark  and  elixir  of  vitriol.  As 

the  fymptoms  were  not  urgent,  I wilhed  rather 

to  throw  in  the  Peruvian  bark  gradually,  than  in 

/uch  quantities  as  to  endanger  any  uneafmefs  at 

the  flomach, 

» 

In  this  way,  conjoined  with  the  vitriol  acid,  it 
was  continued  for  near  the  fpace  of  a fortnight ; 
and,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  the  appearance  on 
the  furface,  which  had  undergone  different  chan^ 
ges,  but  with  a gradual  tendency  to  decreafe, 
was  almoft  entirely  gone. 

As  fhe  complained  of  fome  diforder  in  the  a- 
limentary  canal,  which  I conjeftured  might  be 
the  effefl  of  the  medicines,  1 directed  their  be- 
ing 
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ing  difcontinued ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  or- 
dered purgatives,  to  difcharge  the  contents  of  the 
bowels.  By  thefe  means  the  fwelling  in  the  fto- 
mach  was  removed ; but,  probably,  they  gave 
occafion  to  the  difcharge  of  the  worms  obferved 
after  the  firft  purgative.  Although  I conclude 
this  to  be  accidental,  yet,  I was  led  to  fufpe6:, 
that  there  might  be  more  worms,  and  1 thought  it 
at  leaft  proper  to  make  fome  trials  with  this  view. 
From  more  adtive  anthelmintics,  1 was  here,  in 
fome  meafure,  precluded  by  the  idea  of  the  for- 
mer difeafe.  It  was  this  clrcumftance  that  de- 
termined me  to  truft  to  the  powder  of  camomile 
flowers. 

But,  after  continuing  it  for  fome  days,  and  af- 
ter repeating  the  purgative,  as  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  more  worms,  and  the  patient  was, 
in  every  other  refpedl,  in  health,  I reckoned  it  un- 
neceffary  that  fhe  fliould  continue  her  attendance 
here.  At  the  fame  time,  I fhould  not  be  furpri- 
fed  if  fhe  has  yet  fome  uneafmefs  from  worms  ; 
and,  in  that  cafe,  if  flie  comes  again  under  our 
care,  I may,  with  greater  freedom,  have  recourfe 
(o  more  powerful  medicines^ 

^equtj, 
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Seqiieh  ' ■ ■ 

This  patient  was  not  afterwards  aftecled  with 
any  fymptoms  which  could  be  luopofed  to  pro- 
ceed from  worms,  nor  were  any  more  worms 
obferved  to  be  difcharged  by  ftool.  She  conti- 
nued alfo  perfectly  free  from  any  return  of  the 
petechial  alFedion,  or  of  the  other  fymptoms  with 
which  it  had  been  attended. 


CASE  VIII. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Hi  (lory  of.  a cancerous  AffeEiion 
0^  the  Breajl,  treated  by  EleEiricity, 

D a woman  aged  fixty-twm, 

admitted  December  25th  1776,  has,  in 
the  left  mamma,  an  indurated  tumour  of  confide- 
rable  fize,  Aiding  readily  upon  the  pectoral  muf- 
cle.  From  this  tumour  pains  frequently  arife, 
I Ihooting  towards  the  axillary  glands,  which  are 
alfo  fo  me  what  fwelled.  In  other  rcfnefts  fhe  is 

1 

free  from  complaints,  and  has  not  menftruated 
|for  thefe  fcven  years  part. 

O 
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About  twenty  years  ago,  foon  after  being  de- 
livered of  a child,  a fmall  tumour  was  firft  per- 
ceived upon  the  bread:  affefled.  This,  in  a 
fhort  time,  fuppurated,  .and  continued  to  difeharge 
for  about  fix  weeks»  It  then  healed,  after  the 
lofs  of  fome  parts,  particularly  the  nipple.  Eight 
years  after  this,  being  induced  to  fcratch  the 
fame  bread  very  much,  from  an  uneafy  tickling 
fenfation  which  fhe  felt  there,  a frefh  fore  was 
formed. ' This,  from  her  account,  continued  to 
difeharge  purulent  matter,  of  a thick  confidence,., 
till  about  fix  weeks  ago.  But  the  application  of 
the  ufual  drelTings  being  then  negledled,  the  dif- 
eharge ceafed,  and  the  fore  cicatrized.  A fort- 
night after  this,  fhe  fays,  fhe  fird  perceived  the 
prefent  tumour,  and  foon  after  the  fwelling  of  the 
axillary  gland. 

Illinatur  oleum  cam^horatum  parti  dolenti  mam- 
mae^ Omni  node  bora  fomni.  Accipiat  etiam  bis  in 
feptimana  idus  eledricos  tres  ad  gradum  tertiumy. 
ita  ut  fluidum  eledricum  per  tumorem  mammae  cur- 
fum  teneat. 

January  She  has  continued  the  eleflricity 
and  friflion  dnee  lad  report.  She  now  thinks 
that  the  pain  of  her' bread  is  fomewhat  diminidi- 
ed,  and  the  fwelling  leffened.  But  the  bafe  of 

the  tumour  feems  to  be  rather  extended. 

Repetatur' 
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Repetatur  ele6iricitas  ter  in  feptimana  et  accipi- 
Mt,fingulis  vicibus^  i6lus  .eleBricos  decern  ad  gra- 
dum tertium.  Continuetur  oleum  camphoratum  Ut 
antea. 

January  25.  She  thinks  that  the  fwelling  of 
her  breaft  continues  to  diminifli,  from  the  ufe 
of  the  eledlricity.  Continuetur  eleEtricitas  ter  in 
feptimana,,  et  accipiat  idlus  quindecim  od  gradum 
quartum. 

February  i.  She  has  had  much  pain  in  her 
breaft  fince  it  was  laft  eleftrified,  and  there  is  a 
flight  excoriation  near  the  nipple,  which  difehar- 
ges  a fmall  quantity  of  matter. 

Imponatur  indies  parti  affediae,  linimenti  cerei 
pauxillum,  et  continuetur  eleclricitas,fed  accipiat, 

I fmgulis  vicibus,  idlus  decem  . folummodo. 

January  8.  There  is  now  a confiderable  ul- 
I ceration  on  her  breaft,  from  which  there  is  a co- 
pious difeharge  of  matter.  The  fwelling  conti- 
’ nues  to  be  much  diminilhed,  but  fhe  thinks  that 
i the  eleflricity  increafes  her  pain.  Intermittatur 
elediricitas,  continuetur  linimentum  ceraeum,  et  ca- 
piat vefper e et  mane  pulveris  foliorum  cicutae  gra- 
na tria. 
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Obfervations  delivered  February  2 2 . 


In  this  cafe  there  are  fev/  fymptoms,  and  the  af- 
fedlion  is  evidently  fnnple  ; yet  its  nature  is  not 
altogether  without  difficulty.  The  dU'eafe  at 
prefent  is  principally,  if  not  entirely,  fituated  in 
the  left  mamma.  And  here  the  affedion  is  e- 
qually  evident,  both  to  fight  and  touch.  A mani- 
fefl  indurated  tumour  can  be  diftindly  felt ; and, 
although  its  furface  is  fornetimes  ulcerated,  and 
fometimes  not,  yet  the  fk,m  never  recovers  its  na- 
tural appearance. 

tlere  we  have  not,  indeed,  every  fymptom 
ufually  attending  cancer.  Yet  there  is  ftrong 
probability,  that  the  affedion  is  rather  of  this 
hind,  than  that  it  is  now  to  be  reckoned  fchirrus, 
particularly  from  its  difpofition  to  an  ulcerated 
condition.  This  fuppofition  is  ftill  further  cor- 
roborated by  flaooting  pains  with  which  the  pa- 
tient is  frequently  afilded  5 but  ftill  more,  by  tu- 
mor under  the  axilla.  For  this  laft  circumftance 
may  be  co.nfidered  as  a demonftration  of  abforp- 
tion  from  the  breaft,  and  that,  too,  of  matter 
which,  in  other  glands,  would  produce  a fimilar 
aftedfpn  tp  that  which  occurs  in  the  mamma. 

I With 


) 


I 

1 
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With  this  fentiment,  I cannot  cafily,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  pronounce  a favourable  prognofis. 
All  authors  are  agreed  in  reckoning  cancer  a- 
mong  the  inoft  dangerous  afFedions.  It  is  par- 
ticularly one  of  thofe  complaints  where  there  is 
no  ground  to  hope  for  a natural  termination  in 
.recovery,  i^nd  if  a cure  is  to  be  efieded,  it 
muff,  in  a great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  be  the 
work  of  art.  Yet,  perhaps,  even  with  the  beft 
affiftance,  recovery  is,  in  no  cafe,  to  be  depc.-Kied 
upon.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  any  one  be 
confidered  as  fo  defperate,  as  to  preclude  ail  tri- 
als. And,  it  is  merely  with  this  view,  that  we 
have  taken  the  prefent  patient  under  care. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  the  prefent,  a cure  is  to  be 
expeded  only  on  one  of  two  principles ; either 
by  removing  the  difeafed  parts,  or  by  reftoring 
them  to  a found  ftate.  Where  a complete  remo- 
val can  be  effeded,  I have  no  doubt  in  confi.  er- 
ing  it  as  a proper  method.  I am,  tor  my  own 
part,  convinced,  that  it  affords  not  only  the  rnofl 
expeditious,  but  alfo  the  mod  certain  cure.  Aild 
lam  perfuaded,  that  many  have  fallen  vidims  to 
cancer  from  its  having  been  negleded. 

Some,  indeed,  and  thofe,  too,  men  of  no  ifi- 
confiderable  note,  are  enemies  to  operatioTi..  in 

every 
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'«very  .cafe  of  cancer.  And,  were  we  acquainted 
with  any  cffedual  medicine  for  rcftoring  the  dif- 
eafed  parts  to  a found  ftate,  I would  have  no  he- 
ifitation  in  agreeing  with  them. 

It  is  obferved,  and,  indeed,  with  juftice,  that 
.many,  on  whom  the  operation  is  performed  with 
:apparent  fuccefs,  afterwards  die  of  cancer,  and 
that,  too,  in  very  great  agony.  But,  to  afcribe  ‘ 
either  the  return  of  cancer  or  pain  to  the  opera- 
tion, is  a very  erroneous  mode  of  reafoning.  The 
allowing  cancer  to  remain  at  one  place,  is  no  de-  I 
•fence  againft  its  affecting  another  .;  on  the  con- 
trary, from  this  circumftance,  there  is  a greater 
probability  of  its  happening.  Hence  there  is  no  : 
evil,  with  juftice,  to  be  afcribed  to  removing  the  j 
affefled  part.  And,  when  we  find  a patient  again  j 
affefled  with  cancer,  from  whom  one  was  for- 

i 

inerly  extirpated,  it  only  argues,  that,  by  local  o- 
peration,  virus  cannot  be  expelled  from  the  fy-  j 
ftem.  The  exiftence  of  cancerous  virus  in  other  ^ 
parts,  in  all  probability,  is  very  generally  the  ef- 
fe£t  of  the  operation’s  being  delayed;  and  if 
there  are  fome  cafes  where  the  patient  has  had  a 
-return  of  cancer,  there  are  others  where  this  has 
not  happened. 


In 
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In  fome  cafes,  then,  it  may  be  confidered  as; 
the  means  of  a complete  cure.  In  others,  and 
thefe  even  the  worft,  where  the  fituafion  is  fuch 
as  to  admit  of  it,  operation  may,  at  leaft,  be  the 
means  of  removing  urgent  fymptoms,.  and  pro- 
traft  the  life  of  the  patient  for  many  years. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  then,  I mufl 
own  that  I am  an  advocate  for  operation  in  this 
complaint.  And,  after  the  cafes  lately  publiflied  ' 
in  fupport  of  this  practice  by  Mr  Hill  of  Dum- 
fries, very  few,.  I apprehend,  who  have  ferioufly 
confidered  them,  will  doubt  the  propriety  of  it.. 
As  he  obferves  of  himfelf,  were  it  my  fate  to  be 
affedled  v/ith  cancer,  I would  not  delay  operation 
a fingle  hour,  in  hopes  of  cure  by  other  means. 
On  thefe  principles,  therefore,  I had  no  hefi- 
'I  tation  in  recommending  it  to  this  patient  to  think 
: of  operation,  and  to  confult  furgeons  with  re- 
iped  to  it  ; but  1 found  her  totally  averfe  to  all 
I thoughts  of  it.  And  I mufl  here  obferve,  that 
it  is  an  operation  attended  with-  fo  much  danger,, 
that  1 fhould  reckon  it  improper  to  go  any  fur-^ 
: ther  than  merely  to  recommend  it. 

» As  the  prefent  patient,  while  fhe  was  refolved- 
I againfl  operation,  was  defirous  of  employing  any 
t other  mode  of  cure,  I determined  at  leaft  to  give 

trial 
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tria!  to  fuch,  and  to  attempt  what  could  be  done 
in  the  view  of  reftoring  the  difeafed  part  to  a 
found  ftate.  This,  I apprehend,  is  to  be  effeded 
by  reftoring  free  circulation  through  the  part, 
and  natural  adion  of  the  veffels.  For  I fuppofe 
what  has  been  generally  called  cancerous  virus, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  fymptoms,  to  depend  on 
obftrudion  of  fome  of  the  vcflels,  and  vitiated 
adion  of  others. 

I conftdered  this  as  no  unfavourable  opportu- 
nity for  trying  how  far  thefe  ends  could  be  ob- 

. i 

tained  by  means  of  eledricity.  Eledricity,  with 
the  view  of  difcufling  fuch  tumours,  has  been  re- 
commended by  Dr  Eafon,  a furgeon  in  the  army. 
He  was  led  to  propofe  it  from  an  accidental  re- 
covery happening  to  a lady  in  Ireland,  labouring 
under  fuch  a complaint,  in  confequence  of  a ftroke 
from  lightning. 

This  hiftory,  as  related  by  him,  you  will  find 
in  a late  number  of  the  Medical  Commentaries. 
It  was,  therefore,  with  the  prefent  patient,  my  in- 
tention to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  for  a 
confiderable  time,  and  to  carry  it  to  as  great  a 
height  as  fhe  could  eafily  bear. 

At  firft,  altho’  ufed  only  to  a flight  degree,  it 
feemed  to  promife  fornc  advantage  j and  the  pa- 
tient 
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t-rent  Iierfelf  was  inclined  to  imagine  that  it  both 
mitigated  the  pain,  and  diminiflied  the  tumour. 
With  a view,  therefore,  of  augmenting  thefe  ad- 
vantages, I ordered  both  the  number  and  feveri- 
ty  of  the  ftrokes  to  be  increafed.,  Now,  howe- 
ver, I am  fomewhat  doubtful  how  far  this  direc-  ' 
tion  was  proper.  For,  after  this  change,  the 
pains  returned  with  increaled  feverity,  and  the 
tumour  was  again  converted  into  an  ulcerated 

i,  Rate.  I do  not,  however,  think  it  clear,  that 
i thefe  alterations  were  the  effeds  of  eledlricity  ; 

'5  yet,  where  there  was  ground  for  fufpeding  this, 

II  durft  not  order  the  continuance  of  it.  On  this 
account,  1 have,  at  lead,  for  the  prefent,  difeon- 
I tinned  the  trial,  but  with  the  Intention  of  again 
R returning  to  the  ufe  of  it,  if  circumftances  will 
\ allow.  For  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  its  in^ 
t fluence  in  the  prefent  cafe  has  been  fuch  as  to 
'i  give  hopes  that  it  may  be  a powerful  remedy  in 
R renewing  circulation  through  difeafed  parts.  I 
1 have,  ill  the  mean  time,  put  this  patient  on  the 
3 ufe  of  the  cicuta  ; from  which,  I cannot  help 
thinking,  that,  in  fome  cafes,  I have  feen  very 
( good  effefts.  If  there  be  any  appearance  of  ad- 
'I  vantage,  I fhall  wifh  to  perhft  with  it  for  fome 
n time  5 and,  after  proper  trial,  the  farther  treatment 

P will 
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will  be  regulated  by  circumftances.  1 mufl,  how- 
ever, conclude,  as  1 have  already  faid,  that  nei- 
ther from  this,  nor  from  any  other  mode  of  cure, 
I have  any  high  expedlations. 

The  cicuta  was  continued  with  this  patient  for 
fome  time,  without  any  obvious  good  effeft.  She 
was  averfe  to  the  repetition  of  the  eleftricity,  and 
gave  up  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary,  to  try  the 
effetis  of  gentle  dreffings,  without  any  other  me- 
dicine. 


C A S E XL 

* ) 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Haemorrhois.  - 

W a man  in  the  forty  feventh 

year  of  his  age,  by  trade  a gardener,  of  a ; 
robufl  habit  and  florid  complexion,  admitted  ^ 
January  21.  1777,  complains  of  being  conflant- 
ly  affeded  with  much  pain  about  the  anus,  which 
is  increafed  by  walking  and  when  he  is  at  ftool. 

i 

After  each  ftool  he  generally  paffes  fome  blood,  -J 

which  is  commonly  in  a pure  and  fluid  ftate. 

Small 
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Small  tubercles,  flightly  inflamed,  are  to  be  feen 
externally  at  the  anus,  from  which  he  fuppofes 
the  pain  and  difeharge  to  proceed.  Pulfe,  heat, 
appetite  natural,  belly  regular. 

About  eighteen  months  ago,  he  was  aflfefted 
with  an  itching  over  his  whole  Ikin,  and  witn  pain 
in  his  head,  which  was  attended  with  flight  gid- 
dinefs.  Thefe  complaints  continued  for  fome 
weeks,  and  left  him  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
prefent  affection,  for  which  he  knows  no  other 
caufe.  Ke  has  ufed  but  few  medicines,  and  thefe 
have  had  little  effe£l. 

]>  Florum  Julphuris. 

Pulvens  cremoris  Fartarl^fingulorum  unclas 
duas^  Syrup!  fimpiicis  quantum  fufficit,  M. 
jiat  eleduarium.  Capiat  drachmam  unam  ter 
cujus  die, 

February  i.  The  medicine  has  been  taken  as 
directed,  and  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  his 
belly  gently  open.  He  has  flill  fome  pain  about 
the  anus,  but  it  is  confiderably  diminiflied  ; and 
there  has  been  very  little  difeharge  of  blood 
fince  he  began  the  ufe  of  his  mediciire* 

Continuetur  eleduarlum  ut  antea, 

February 
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February  8.  tie  is-  now  free  from  all  his  for- 
mer complaints,  except  a flight  degree  of  fore- 
nefs  externally.  Let  him  be  difmifled. 

I 

Obfervations  delhered  February  15. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  affords  fubjecl  but  for 
few  remarks.  His  difeafe  is  neither  in  its  nature 
Angular,  nor  is  there  any  room  for  doubt  refpec- 
ting  it,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  there  does  not 
here  occur  any  complication  of  affeftions.  That 
this  patient  is  aft'edled  with  haeraorrhois,  can  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt  j but  this  is  a difeafe,  with  re- 
gard to  which,  the  moft  eminent  praditioners 
{fill  differ  in  their  fentmients.  It  may,  indeed, 
be  thought  that  the  prefent  cafe  has  not  every 

N 

charadleriflic  of  the  affedion,  as  defined  By  fome 
nofologifts.  This  patient,  when  he  came  under 
cur  care,  had  no  complaint  of  head-ach,  vertigo, 
or  pain  about  his  loins.  Thefe,  however,  accor- 
ding to  Dr  Cullen,  are  charadetiflics  of  this  af- 
fedion.  And  he  even  puts  them  in  fuch  a man- 
ner,, that  we  ought  to  conclude  they  fhould  con-*' 
ftantly  be  prefent.  But  few  nofologifts,  howe- 
ver, reckon  fo  many  fymptoms  cffential  j and 
the  prefent  cafe,  at  leaft,  correfponds  very  ex- 

adly 
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adly  to  the  definition  of  Mr  Sauvages.  His  words 
are,  ‘ Fluxus  cruentus  ex  podice  vel  redo,  marifcis 
® ruptis  obfito/ 

Befides  bloody  difcharge  and  tubercles,  pain 
is  alfo  by  fome  confidered  as  a charaderiftic 
of  the  affedion.  And,  it  may  even  be  remarked, 
that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  the  fymp- 
toms  mentioned  by  Sauvages,  are  to  be  confider- 
ed as  elfential.  Often,  indeed,  as  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  both  are  conjoined  ; but,  in  fome  cafes, 
there  is  no  tumour,  and  in  others,  there  is  no  dif- 
charge. This  has  led  to  the  diftindion  of  the  af- 
fedion into  haemorrhois  caeca,  aperta,  interna, 
externa,  and  the  like.  Thefe  varieties,  however,  do 
not  depend  on  any  elfential  difference  in  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  but  merely  on  fituation  and  condi- 
tion. In  the  prefent  cafe,  we  can  have  no  doubt 
in  pronouncing,  that  the  difeafe  w^as  of  the  exter- 
nal kind,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  entitled  to  the 
appellation  of  the  haemorrhois  aperta.  It  is  in 
general  agreed,  that  this  complaint  arifes  from  an 
affedion  of  the  haemorrhoidal  veflels.  It  has, 
however,  been  difputcd  whether  the  haemorrhage 
proceeds  from  arteries  or  veins,  and  whether  the 
tumour  be  the  effed  of  effufion  into  the  cellular 
membrane,  or  of  the  enlargement  of  the  veins. 

It 
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It  is  the  mofl;  common  opinion,  that  both  haemor- 
rhage and  tumour  depend  on  the  veins.  And  this 
opinion,  I am  inclined  to  think,  is  moft  generally 
true.  It  is  corroborated  both  by  the  diffeclions 
of  Morgagni,  and  by  attending  to  thofe  habits 
ufually  fubjecl  to  haeraorrhois.  Morgagni,  from 
diffedion,  contends,  ‘ Haemorrhoides  nihil  effe  ali- 
ud quam  varices  venarum  ani.’  Befides  this,  the 
difeafe  generally  affeds  thofe  labouring  under  ve- 
nous plethora,  or,  at  leaft,  fuch  as  have  arrived 
at  that  period  of  life  when  this  condition  is  moft 
frequent.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  denied,  that 
many  circumftances  feem  to  favour  the  opinion 

of  effufion.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is 

« 

frequently  no  inconfiderable  pain,  acircumftance 
not  arifmg  from  diftenfion  of  veins.  Befides, 
there  are  alfo  difledions  in  favour  of  the  opinion 
of  eft'ufion,  which  have  demonftrated  a lodgement 
of  blood  in  a receptacle,  formed  of  condenfed 
cellular  membrane.  And,  it  may  be  added,  that 
the  dil’charge  is  fometimes  very  great,  and  is  evi- 
dently preceded  by  increafed  impetus  and  ten- 
dency to  haemorrhage  over  the  whole  fyftem. 
When  all  thefe  circumftances  concur,  there  is 
ftrong  prefumption  that  the  difeafe  arifes  from 
arteries.  And  this  opinion  is  even  favoured  by 

' fome 
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fonie  diffedions'  related  by  Morgagni  hiinfelf. 
In  one  cafe,  he  obferves,  ‘ Extremum  inteftinum 
‘ intus  varicofis  venarum  nodis  inaequale.  Ma- 
‘ jorem  ex  his  attente  infpiciens  miratus  fum,  cum. 
‘ iplb  qui  non  modico  alioquin  dillendebatur  fan- 
‘ guinis  grumo,  non  nifi  tenuiffima  fanguifera  vaf- 
‘ cula  communicare,  ut  evidens  elTet  aliquam 
‘ perexilem  venam  in  eam  fuiffe  amplitudinem 
‘ dilatatam.’  To  me  it  feems  more’ probable,  that 
the  appearance  which  here  aftomflied  Morgagni, 
was  rather  the  effedl  of  effufion  than  of  the  ex- 
traordinary dilatation  which  he  fufpedled. 

It  would  feem,  then,  that,  in  this  affedtion, 
cafes  may  differ  effjntially  in  their  nature.  And 
fuch  a diflinttion  is  often  of  confequence  in  the 
cure.  It  naturally  occurs  here  as  a queflion,  to 
which  of  the  kinds  the  prefent  cafe  is  to  be  refer- 
red ? i know  no  circumflance  in  the  inftance  be- 
fore us,  from  which  1 can  form  a certain  judg- 
ment j yet  I muff  own  i am  difpofed  to  conhder 
it  as  a venous  affcaion.  The  difcharge  of  blood 
is  only  to  a flight  degree,  and  feems  to  happen, 
principally,  if  not  entirely,  from  preffure,  a«  on 
a difcharge  of  foeces  by  flool.  It  is  not  attended 
with  any  marks  of  increafed  impetus,  nor  accom- 
panied with  any  confidcrable  degree  of  pain.  All 
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thefe  are  objedions  agalnft  the  fuppofition  of  the 
haemorrhage  being  from  the  arteries,  while  the 
idea  of  its  being  venous  is  confirmed  by  the  pe- 
riod of  life  at  which  the  patient  has  arrived. 

Thus,  then,  I have  ftated  my  fentiroents  refpec- 
ting  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  with  which  this  pa- 
tient is  affected.  After  the  termination  which  it 
has  already  had,  I need  add  nothing  of  the  prog- 
nofis.  The  difeafe,  indeed,  previous  to  his  ad- 
miffion,  was  of  fome  duration  j yet  no  circum- 
ftance  indicated  what  could  be  reckoned  any 
great  degree  of  violence.  There  was,  therefore, 
good  reafon  for  entertaining  hopes  of  a favour- 
able termination,  which  accordingly  foon  took 
place.  I would  not,  however,  from  this,  be  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that  this  patient  is  radically 
cured.  It  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  have  once 
been  fubjeded  to  this  complaint,  are  very  liable  to 
a recurrence  of  the  affeftion . And,  it  is  not  impro- 
bable that  this  may  happen  with  the  prefent  patient. 
Yet,  when  he  was  difmifled,  he  was  free  from 
pain,  fwelling,  and  bloody  difeharge  ; and,  with- 
out fome  exciting  caufe,  may  continue  fo. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I found  it  necef- 
fary  to  do  very  little.  And,  I may ’here  obferve, 
that  haemorrhois  is  one  of  thofe  affedions  refpec- 

ting 
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ting  the  propriety  of  curing  which  there'  is  of- 
ten very  great  doubt.  In  many  cafes,  particu- 
larly where  it  is  habitual,  it  is  to  be  confidered  as 
a falutary  difcharge.  And,  in  rnoft  inflances, 
there  is  fome  danger  from  a fudden  check,  e- 
ven  where  the  difcharge  is  inconfiderable. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  when,  as  was  ob- 
ferved  with  the  prefent  patient,  thofe  fubjedted 
to  it  have  that  fiorid  complexion  which  gives 
evidence  of  a plethora.  The  cure,  therefore, 
is  to  be  regulated  by  the  appearance  of  the  dif- 
cafej  and,  where  there  is  no  thing  very  urgent,  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  bell  plan  to  do  but  little,  efpecially 
when  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  that,  by 
negled,  there  is  any  danger  of  its  becoming 
habitual. 

There  are,  indeed,  cafes  of  this  affedtion  calling 
for  the  mod  powerful  remedies.  Thefe  are  fome- 
times  neceffary  with  a view  of  obviating  violent 
inflammation,  and  fometimes  for  reftraining  excef- 
five  difcharge  of  blood ; as  by  evacuations  in 
this  way,  the  patient  may  be  cut  off,  either  by 
inanition  or  fome  fupervening  difeafe.  In  the 
former  cafe,  the  impetus  at  the  redtum  is  to  be  di- 
miniflied  by  general  and  topical  bleeding,  by  anti- 
phlogiftic  purgatives,  and  by  emollient  applica- 
tions. In  the  latter,  we  mud  attempt  to  induce 

0.  condridtion 
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conftndtion  of  veflels  by  different  aftringents,  whe- 
ther ix'^ernally  or  internally  applied. 

In  the  inffance,  however,  which  we  have  here 
had  occalion  to  treat,  I faw  no  neceffity  for  either. 
Although  1 fufpedled  that  the  haemorrhage  was 
from  the  veins,  and  confidered  it  as  being  of  the 
paflive  kind,  yet  its  extent  was  by  no  means  fo 
great  as  to  require  fuch  a doubtful  medicine  as 
aftringents.  Although  there  was  fome  evidence 
of  a plethoric  difpofition,  yet  neither  was  there 
any  general  affection  of  the  habit,  nor  any  local 
inflammation  requiring  a diminution  of  impetus. 
Fro  u thefe  coniiderations,  therefore,  I reckoned 
it  fufficient  to  obviate  the  principal  exciting  caufe 
of  the  haemorrhage.  This  I took  to  be  the  ftate 
of  difeharge  by  belly.  I put  the  patient,  there- 
ford,  on  the  ufe  of  a gentle  refrigerant  purgative. 
From  this  1 hoped  that  1 fhouicl  not  only  remove 
coinpreflion,  but  produce  a gentle  depletion  of 
the  lyfti.m.  'ihis,  together  with  the  daily  labour 
in  which  he  muft  be  engaged,  and  if  not  the  low, 
at  lead,  the  moderate  diet,  which  is  probably  the 
utmoft  his  circu.nftances  can  afford,  1 hoped 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  removal  of  the  pletho-- 
ra.  In  this,  it  wou’d  appear'',  my  cxpedlations 
■\yere  not  difappointed  j and,  from  the  time  that 

he 
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he  began  the  elefluary,  wh  ch  gently  loofened  his 
belly,  he  h^d  no  more  of  the  bloody  .difchargCi 
Behdes,  during  the  continuance  of  itj  the  pain  and 
external  fwelling  gradually  diminiflied,  in  fo  much, 
that,  at  laft  report,  1 confidered  him  as  fo  far  well 
as  to  judge  farther  attendance  here  unnecelTary. 
He  might,  indeed,  have  been  continued  for  a week 
or  two  longer  on  the  lift,  and  we  fhould  then 
have  been  better  able  to  judge  how  far  the  cure 
was  completed.  But,  for  this  purpofe,  )t  would 

I have  been  requifite,  at  leaft  for  tiie  fake  of  form, 
to  have  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  fo'ne  medicines» 
While,  however,  I confidered  nothing  as  better 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  his  complaint  than  the  e- 
lecluary  on  which  I had  put  him,  I was  unwilling 
; even  to  continue  it  any  longer.  For,  from  ren- 
I dering  purgatives  habitual,  the  inconvenieheies 
produced  are  by  no  means  fmall.  I confidered 
1 it,  therefore,  as  the  preferable  method,  to  recom^ 

! mend  it  to  him  to  return  here  upon  the  recur- 
i rence  of  his  complaint.  And,  if  he  does  nor,  we 
I may  prefume  that  the  benefit  which  he  has  re- 
ceived is  of  a permanent  nature. 


I. 
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' This  patient  did  not  afterwards  apply  for  aid 
at  the  Difpenfary  ; and,  after  feveral  months  had 
elapfed,  he  continued  perfectly  free  from  any  re- 
turn of  his  former  complaint» 


A widow,  of  a fair  complexion  and  delicate 
habit,  complains  of  great  debility  and  frequent 
naufea,  efpecially  in  the  morning.  She  is  affec- 
ted alfo  with  flatulency  and  an  uneafy  fenfation 
at  her  ftomach,  which  is  generally  aggravated  by 
taking  food. 

Her  inenfes,  for  the  mofl:  part,  return  every 
three  weeks,  and  continue  to  flow  for  eight  or 
nine  days'in  immoderate  quantity.  Should  thei? 
return  be  protradled  till  the  interval  of  a month, 
which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  all  her  complaints 
kicreafe  in  violence,  and  flie  is  affedted  with  fly- 


C A S E XII. 


..  Obfervatmis  on  a Cafe  of  Menorrhagia  treated  By 
the  Peruvian  bark. 


S admitted  December  2d  1776, 
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ing  pains  over  her  whole  body.  They,  howe- 
ver, for  the  mod  part,  leave  her  when  the  cata- 
menia again  appear. 

Her  pulfe  beats  100  ftrokes  in  the  minute. 
Her  belly  is  regular,  tongue  clean,  and  refpira- 
tion  eafy.  But  her  appetite  is  much  impaired, 
and  flie  complains  of  great  third. 

The  immoderate  flux  of  menfes  came  on  about 
three  years  ago,  immediately  after  weaning  a 

I child  which  the  had  fuckled  for  fifteen  months. 
For  this  affedion  fhe  can  aflign  no  caufe.  But 
to  it  file  attributes  all  her  other  complaints,  mod. 
of  which  began  about  two  years  agO'. 

She  has  ufed  a great  variety  of  medicines,  and, 
among  others,  the  Peruvian  bark,  from  which  flie 
thinks  that  fhe  has  derived  the  greated  relief. 

Capiat  pulveris  corticis  Feruviani  fedrachmam 
quarta  quaque  hora, 

December  14.  There  has  been  no  bloody  dif- 
charge  from  the  vagina  for  two  weeks  pad. 

_ But  her  other  fymptoms  continue  much  as  be- 
fore. Continuetur  cortex  Peruvianus,  ut  antea.  • 

} December  21.  .She  continued  tolerably  eafy  ' 
for  Tome  days  after  the  lad  report  ; but  her  men- 
fes appeared  again  about  two  days  ago,  and  the 
_ difeharge  is  dill  very  great.  It  was,  however, 

preceded 


I 
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preceded  by  ratjaer  lefs*  pain  than  ufuab  Pulfc 
eighty  ; appetite  foniewhat  mended  ; belly  rather 
bound.  Continuetur  cortex  ‘FeruvianuSy  ut  antea^ 
et  cupiat  elixiris  vitrioli  ^cidi  guttus  vi^inti  eji  | 
aquae  cyantho  oimii  7io6le.  | 

December  28.  After  Ihe  had  taken  the  elixir 
for  two  nights,  her  menfes  flopped.  Since  that 
file  has  been  much  affecled  with  fwelling  in  her 
flomach  and  in  the  under  part  of  her  belly*  And 
file  alfo  .complains  much  of  flying  pains  through 
different  parts  of  her  hody.  Pulfe  eighty  ; belly 
regular*  Intepnittatur  elixir  vitrioli.  Continue- 
tur  cortex  FeyuvianuSy  ut  antea. 

January  4.  The  pains  of  which  fiie  complained 
are  much  eafier.  And  the  fwelling  was  greatly 
diminifljed  foon  after  lafl  report.  It  continued 
fo  till  two  days  ago;  butfince  that  there  has  been 
fome  return  of  it.  Pulfe  ico.  Belly  natural*  - 
Continuetur  Cortex  Feruvianus.  *1 

i 

January  14.  She  was  tolerably  eafy  till  within 
thefe  three  days.  But  the  menflrual  difeharge  j 
then  appeared,  and  the  evacuation  has  taken  i 
place  to  the  fame  extentas  ufual.  The  difeharge 
ftill  continues ; and  fince  it  began  the  pains  ' 
through  her  body  have  been  much  ■ aggravated  ; 
but  without  any  fwelling  of  the  abdomen.  She 

is 


1 
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is  again  affeaed  with  thirft,  and  her  appetite  is 
fomewhat  more  impaired  than  before.  Fulfc 
^6.  Heat  moderate.  Continuetur  cortex  Peru- 
' vianus,  Jed  cafiat  drachmam  imam  tertia  quaque 
hora. 

Qhfervations  delivered  January  18. 

To  the  difeafe  of  thi?  patient,  there  is  little  dif- 
ficulty in  affixing  a name.  She  is  indeed  afflic- 
ted with  various  complaints,  which  are  attendants 
of  feveral  genera  of  difeafe.  As  examples,  we 
may  mention  the  fymptoms  of  debility,  naufea, 
flatulence,  and^the  like.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  all  of  them,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
proceed  from  the  fame  origin.  They  are  here 
the  effeds  of  a debilitated  fyftem  from  exceflive, 
haemorrhage  ; for,  with  this  patient,  the  inenfes 
return  at  fhorter  periods  than  ufual.  When  this 
difeharge  does  return,  it  is  continued  for  an  un- 

s 

ufual  length  of  time,  and,  during  that  period,  the 
difeharge  is  exceffiye.  There  can  be  little  doubt, 
then,  in  pronouncing  this  cafe  to  be  an  immode- 
rate flow  of  the  menfes,  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  nofologifts,  a cafe  of  menorrhagia.  Befides 
the  complaints  already  mentioned,  this  patient  is 

frequently 
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frequently  affedled  with  tranfitory  pains.  Thefe,  i 
from  the  hiftory,  are  evidently  conneaed  with 
the  diftempcr  which  we  have  mentioned  • for  ’* 
they  chiefly  occur  previous  to  the  menftrual  evacu-  • 
ation,  and  are  only  remarkable  when  the  difcharge  : 
does  not  take  place  at  the  ufual  time.  Pains  i 
of  this  nature,  however,  frequently  attend  me-  | 
norrhagia,  infomuch  that,  by  fome,  they  are  in- 
troduced amongft  the  diagnoftic  fymptoms.  But, 
without  confidering  them  as  eflential,  they  are  ! 
at  lead  common,  and,  in  place  of  giving  doubt, 
corroborate  our  opinion.  As  to  the  name  of 
this  affeaion,  therefore,  there  is  little  ambiguity. 

But,  in  order  to  give  either  a probable  prog- 
nofis,  or  to  lay  down  a reafonable  plan  of  cure, 
we  muft  go  farther.  Ihefe  are  only  to  be  deri- 
ved from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  cafe  before 
us.  For,  under  the  genus  of  the  menorrhagiae, 
very  different  afftdions  are  included.  And,  a- 
bove  all,  it  is  particularly  neceffary  to  determine  i 
whether  the  haemorrhage  be  of  the  adive  or 
paflive  kind.  In  the  latter  cafe,  endeavours  to 
reftrain  it  are,  in  a great  meafure,  neceflary.  In  , 
the  former  cafe,  they  would  often  be  attended  with  ; 
the  word  confequencesjfor  there  the  haemorrhage 
is  to  be  confidered  as  a natural  cure.  In  the  na- 


ture 
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toire  of  -uterine  haemorrhage,  however,  there  is 
fomething  peculiar  ; and  we  cannot  disjoin  the 
confideration  from  that  ‘of  menftruation.  Of 
^he  theory  of  menftruation,  I have,  in  other  lec- 
-tures,  had  occafion  to  treat.  ’While  every- pbyii- 
cian  would  explain  the  difeafcd  Hates  to  which  k 
is  fubjedted,  on  his  own  dotlrines,  I inuft  beg 
-leave  to  proceed  on  the  fuppofuion  of  the  truth 
iof  what  I have -delivered. 

In  this  /View,  I mud  confider  a.11  increafed  dif- 
charge  as  proceeding  from  one  of  three  cauiest 

From  an  .uncommon  determination -of  blood  to 
the  uteru-s. 

From  an  increafed  aftion  of  that  vifcus,  or  of 
its  veffels. 

Or,  laftly,  from  want  of  doe  refiftance  to  the 
-impetus  of  the  blood  at  the  uterus. 

It  is  our  bufinefs  to  inquire,  then,  to  which  of 
thefe  caufes  the  difcharge  here  is -to  be  referred, 
or  how  far  different  principles  may  be  concerned. 
The  firfl  may  be  confidcred  as  giving  haemor- 
rhage more  purely  of  tire  active  .kind.  The  laft 
more  particularly  paffive  ; while  that  which  pro. 
ceeds  from  the  other  may  be  confidered  as  of  an 
intermediate  nature.  The  opinion  which  we  a-» 

I dopt  -on  this  fubjecl  muff  very  much  influence 

U -our  ‘ 
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our  pra£lice  ; and  hence  it  is  material  to  diftin-  , 
guifli  to  which  it  is  to  be  referred.  / 

"Ihis  is  to  be  done  on  one  of  two  grounds; 
either  from  the  caufes  inducing  the  complaint^ 
or  from  the  concomitant  circumftances.  In  the  t 
prefent  inftance,  from  the  firft  of  thefe  we  can  ' 
derive  no  light ; for  it  did  not  manifeflly  arife  from  ■ 
any  particular  caufe.  We  are  ' merely  told,  that  * 
it  fucceeded  the  giving  fuck  to  a child,  during 
which  period,  the  menfes,  for  the  moft  part,  are 
wanting,  as  then,  probably,  from  an  anaftomofis 
of  velfels,  there  is  a real  obltrucVion  of  blood  from 
the  uterus  itfelf.  This  never  could  be  fuppofed  | 
to  have  a tendency  in  inducing  an  increafed  dif-  | 
charge.  If,  therefore,  1 am  allowed  to  conjee-  | 
ture,  I would  be  inclined  to  go  farther  back,  and  I 
would  feek  for  the  caufe  of' it  during  the  (late  of 
pregnancy  or  delivery.  It  is  well  known,  that,  at  ; 
thefe  periods,  the  condition  of  the  uterus,  and 
its  vclTels,  are  greatly  affedled.  This,  however, 
we  mud  confider  as  merely  conjedlure,  and  mufl; 
endeavour  to  determine  the  queftien  which  we 
have  dated,  on  the  lad  circumdance,  viz.  conco-  1 
mitant  appearances.  On  this  ground,  then,  I I 
propofe  to  take  a view  of  each  in  order.  j 

An  uncommon  determination  to  the  uterus, 
the  fird  general  caufe  of  menorrhagia,  fome- 

times 
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limes  arifes  from  particular  local  affeftions.  Such, 
for  example, 'as  caufes  retarding  the  flow  of  blood 
into  the  neighbouring  velfels.  Hence  the  coin- 
prelfion  of  thefe  vcflels  is  an  ufeful  remedy  for 
reftoring  obftrudled  menfes.  More  frequently, 
however,  it  is  the  effedl  of  general  fulnefs  ; hence 
the  menRrual  difeharge  is  accelerated  and  in- 
creafed  by  high  and  plentiful  living.  Of  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other,  however,  of  thele  circum- 
1 llances,  is  there  any  evidence  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

I The  circulation  through  the  inferior  extremities 
i is  the  fame  as  ufual,  and  every  mark  of  general 
plethora  is  abfent.  There  is  no  tendency  to  a 
drowfy,  or  lethargic  Rate  ; no  general  fenfe  of 
weight,  or  fullnefs;  no  turgefcency,  or  florid  com- 
' pledfion  ; no  great  haemorrhagical  tendency.  On 
i the  contrary,  from  palenefs,  delicacy,  and  debili- 
ty, there  is  rather  room  for  fufpedling  inanition. 

1 Hence,  upon  the  whole,  for  the  fuppofition  of  an 
uncommon  determination  to  the  uterus,  there  is 
i very  little  foundation. 

I The  fecond  general  caufe  of  menorrhagia 
which  we  mentioned,  was  an  increafed  adlion  of 
4 the  uterus.  A peculiar  action  of  this  vifeus  I 
4 reckon  needfary  to  account  for  the  menflrual 
^ difeharge.  Such  an  adlion  unqueftionably  takes 
i place  at  a certain  period  of  the  pregnancy  ; and 
is  then  the  caufe  of  delivery,  and  of  courfe,  in  fome 

meafure. 
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meafure,  of  the  lochial  difcharge.  If,  however,,» 
there  be  fuch  a natural  aftion,  that  it  may  be  fub- 
ji'dto  a morbid  condition  is  not  to  be  queftioned  ; 
and  that  tb*s  may-  be  attended  with  a preterna- 
tural (late  of  the  difcharge,  both  as  to  time  and 
qual'ty,  can  hardly  be  doubted,  buch  inordinate 
action  may  be  confidered  as  an  affetlion  of  the- 
nervous  kind.-  It' may,  therefore,. be  induced  by 
all  the  variety-  of  caules-  giving  rife  to  the-fe  and, 
when  prefent,  will  chiefly,  be  indicated  by  pain, 
and  irregularity  as  to  the  period  of  difcharge.  It  is 
wdl  knowti,  that:  temporary  fpafms  and  contrac- 
tions, beginning  in  the  uterus,  arc  often- propa- 
gated to  the  neighbouring  parts..  Such  is  always- 
the  nature  of  labour-pains,  unlcfs  in  as  far  as  they 

• are  the  effects  of  diftention.  Such  frequently 

% 

precede  delivery,,  w.th. people  of  delicate  habits,, 
for  a confiderable  time.  Such-  are  often ■ deferi- 
bed  as.  attendants  upon  the-  menftrual  difcharge. 
And  fuch,  from  the  defeription  given,  would  feenv 
to  be  the  pains  marked  in  the  piefent  cafe.  I' 
cannot  help  thinking,  therefore,  that  there  is  a 
ftroiig  prelumption  as  to-  the  exidence  of  this- 
eaufe.  And,  when  we  farther  add,  the  fhort  in- 
tervals between  the  menftrual  difcharge,  this  pre- 
fumptioais  much  corroborated,  efpecially- as,  when» 

ie 
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if 's  poftponed  to  more  than  the  ordinary  intervalsr^ 
the  pains  are  particularly  fevere.  T-muft  con- 
clude, therefore,  that  here  an  inordinate  adtion 
of  the  uterus  takes  place,  and,  probably,  to  a de- 
gree fuffkient  to  account  for  all  the  fymptoms. 

But  the  exiftence  of  this  caufe  does  not  pre- 
clude others.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  confider 
how  far  the  laft  caufe  maybe  concerned,  that  isy‘ 
the  want  of  due  refrflance  to  the  impetus  of  blood 
at  the  uterus.-  Of  all  the  caufes  of  Menorrhagia»^, 
this  is'5  perhaps,  the  mod  common.  It  is  induced 
by  various  accidents,  either  giving  rife  to  relaxa- 
tion of  the  fyflem  in  general,  or  of  the  uterus  in 
particular.  It  is  the  product  hkewife  of  various, 
morbid  affe£lions  of  the  uterus,  as  cancer,  ulce- 
ration, and  the  like.  VThen  there  is,  therefore, 
fuch  a multiplicity  of  caufes,  it  is  not  furprifing, 
that  it  fhould  frequently  occur.  And  I do  not 
doubt,  that,  to  fome  degree,  it  may  take 
place  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Of  this,  there  is  even 
fome  prefumption,  from  the  continuance  of  the 
difcharge,  and  from  the  quantity  to  which  it  oc- 
curs j for,  while  the  refinance  is  confiderable,  in- 
ordinate atlion  will  never  give  any  great  difcharge. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  reafon  to  pre- 
fume, that  laxity  is  the  foie  caufe,  otherwife  many 

of 
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of  the  prefent  fymptoms  would  be  wanting,  and 
the  patient  would  not  from  thence  be  affeded 
with  pains  fo  diftreffing  to  her.  There  is  like- 
wife  focne  prelumption  that  the  laxity  is  to  no 
very  confiderable  degree  j for  the  patient,  as  far 
as  we  can  learn,  is  not  affe6fed  with  the  fluor  al- 

I 

bus.  Hence,  although  the  bloody  evacuation  be  ; 
of  confiderable  continuance,  it  would  appear,  ' 
that,  after  the  moft  powerful  caufes  are  removed',  | 

the  refiftance  to  the  paffage  of  the  fluids  is  fuffi-  | 

dent  to  prevent  any  other  difcharge.  And  1 con- 
fider  the  continuance 'of  difcharge  in  form  of  leu- 
corrhoeato  be  aftronger  mark  of  laxity  than  even 
a large  evacuation  of  blood.  Upon  the  whole, 
then,  ray  idea  of  this  complaint  is,  that  it  may,  in 
fome  meafure,  depend  upon  diminifhed  refiftance 
to  the  blood  at  the  uterus  ; but  that  it  is  prin- 
dpally  the  effect  of  inordinate  adtion.  Thus  I 
would  confider  it  to  be  in  a great  meafure  an  aL 
fedion  ultimately  depending  on  the  nervous  in- 
fluence. ' I 

On  this,  fuppofition,  I muff  own,  I am  much 
at  a lofs,  with  regard  to  the  prognofis.  After  all  i 
attempts  to  illuftrate  nervous  affedions,  pradi-  | 
tioners  are  ftill  much  difficulted  with  regard  to 
them,  and,  particularly,  refpeding  their  termina-  ! 

tion,  we  are  totally  in  the  dark.  They  have  no 

fixed 
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fixed  or  determined  courfe.  Perhaps,  in  gene- 
ral, they  continue  in  proportion  to  their  feverity ; 
yet,  when  they  are  feemingly  flight,  they  will  of- 
ten be  very  obftinate,  refilling  all  attempts  to  cure; 
and,  where  they  are  moll  terrible,  they  will  often 
fuddenly  difappear,  I would  not,  therefore,  be 
furprifed,  if  the  recovery  of  the  prefent  patien- 
was  very  fudden  ; and,  1 will  not  be  aftonilhed, 
if  it  continues  obftinate,  in  fpite  of  ail  that  can  be 
done  to  remove  jt.  This  lalt  event  I reckon,  of 
the  two,  the  molt  probable.  This  difeafehas  al- 
ready remained  for  a conliderable  time,  even  for 
the  fpace  of  feveral  years.  During  that  period, 
there  has  been  no  tendency  to  mitigation ; on  the 
contrary,  rather  an  increafe  of  fymptoms.  And 
debility,  naufea,  and  fimilar  complaints,  are  now 
induced  as  fequelae  of  the  original  affedlion.  It 
is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  Ihe  has  already  ufed 
many  remedies,  and,  we  may  reafonably  prefume, 
none  of  the  leaft  powerful.  When  it  has  refill- 
ed thefe,  there  is  lefs  to  be  expeded  from  others. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  is  there  any  great  pro- 
fpecl  of  a natural  cure.  This  might,  indeed,  be  ex- 
peded  at  a time  when  the  fyllem  undergoes  any 
great  revolution  ; fuch  as  the  period  when  the  men- 
fcsufually  leave  women.  But,  with  our  patient,  this 

is 
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is  probably  very  far  diftant ; as  fhe  is  but  little 
paft  her  twentieth  year.  There  Is  another  cir- 

cumftance,  from  which  a natural  cure  might  be 

\ 

expelled.  As  we  have  fuppofed  this  morbid  af- 
fe£lion  to  be,  in  a great  meafure,  induced  by  one 
pregnancy,  it  might  be  removed  by  another. 
Were  the  patient,  in  the  prefent  fituation,  to  fall 
with  child,  it  would  probably  give  foine  tempo- 
rary cure.  But,  befides,  that, her  hulband  is  now 
dead,  it  appears  that  there  is  very  little  chance 
of  this,  even  from  a fecond  marriage.  Her  com- 
plaint, indeed,  is,  in  fome  refpefls,  not  un- 
favourable to  pregnancy;  but,  in  others,  very 
much  againll  it.  And,  while  the  inordinate  ac- 
tion of  the  uterus  gives  pains  refembling  thofe  in 
labour,  (lie  would  be  conftantly  expofed  to  the  dan- 
ger of  abortion.  Even  pregnancy  lor  a natural  time, 
.although  giving  Tome  chance  of  cure,  might  yet 
have  very  oppo Cite  elf eds ; and,  in  place  of  re- 
moving, might  greatly  aggravate  the  dileafe.  Lp- 
on  the  whole  then,  the  probability,  I think,  is, 
that  the  prefent  alFedion  will  be  tedious,  at  leaft, 
if  the  patient  does  not,  in  a fliort  time,  fall  a vic- 

•tim  to  it. 

It  will,  therefore,  naturally  occur,  as  a fecond 
;queftion.  How  far  it  ought  to  be  conlidercd  as 

dangerous^ 


' \ 
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dangerous  ? and,  I mufl;  own,  I am  far  from  be- 
ing without  apprehenfions.  It  is  by  no  means 
rare  to  find  this  difeafe  terminating  fatally,  from 
the  immediate  effett  of  the  quantity  of  difcharge  j 
and,  in  proportion  to  its  continuance,  there  is 
always  greater  rilk  of  this,  as  the  refiftance 
at  the  uterus  is,  of  courfe,  diminillied.  The 
evacuation  hitherto  has  not  been  to  fuch  an 
extent  as  to  threaten  any  immediate  danger. 
But  there  is  more  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
influence  of  long  continued  evacuation  on  the 
fyltem.  In  this  way  fhe  has  already  been  great- 
ly debilitated,  and,  by  a continuance  of  the  dif- 
charge, may,  at  laft,  fink  under  it.  Yet',  without 
fome  fenfible  alteration  of  the  fymptoms,  1 would 
fain  hope  that  this  may  not  happen  fuddenly,  and 
that  we  may  at  lead  have  an  opportunity  of  try- 
ing different  remedies. 

I muft,  however,  obferve,  that  I am  very  much  at 
a lofe,  both  with  refpea  to  the  general  plan  of  cure 
and  the  particular  remedies  to  be  ufed.  From  the 
view  given  of  the  complaint,  I am  inclined  to  confi- 
der  It  chiefly  as  the  nervous  kind.  Hence  it  is  nei- 
ther to  be  obtained  by  evacuants,  which  are  often 
a cure  for  haemorrhage  of  the  adive  kind  de- 
pending on  the  ftimulus  of  plethora  ; nor  by  a- 

S ftringents. 
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llringents,  the  cure  of  thefe  of  the  paffive  kind 
which  depend  on  rupture  or  relaxation.  It  is  ' 
not  an  affedion  conneded  with  any  Hate  of  the 
nervous  lyhein  in  general.  Hence  it  is  not  to 
be  removed  by  the  common  means  of  cure  in  | 
cafes  either  of  mobility  or  torpor.  But  I con-  1 
fider  it  as  an  affedion  both  local,  and,  at  the  < 
fame  time,  peculiar.  Hence,  without  farther  , 1 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  properties  of  the  ner-  \ 
vous  fyftem,  we  mufl;  be,  in  a great  meafure,  in 
the  dark  refpeding  a rational  plan  of  cure. 

Here  our  inquiries  carry  us  no  farther  than  to 
have  recourfe  to  thofe  remedies  obferved  moft 
ufeful  as  reflraining  inordinate  motions.  But 
with  many  of  thefe  there  is  very  great  difficulty ; 
fora  great  part  of  them,  to  a very  high  degree,  ad 
either  as  ftimulants  or  fedatives,  and  from  both  one 
and  other  of  thefe  effeds,  evils  are  to  be  dread- 
ed. In  fuch  a cafe,  therefore,  I can  hardly,  from, 
reafoning,  venture  to  affirm  what  will  or  will  not 
agree  with  our  patient,  and  my  pradice  mufl:  be 
regulated  by  trial.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  Peruvian  bark.  Among  o- 
ther  medicines  taken  by  the  patient  before  ffie 
came  under  our  care,  this  aifo  had  been  employ- 
ed, and  had  been  found  produdive  of  good  ef-  j 

feds.  ; 
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fcas.  I thought,  therefore,  that,  by  continuing 
and  increafing  the  quantity,  there  was  foms  chance 
of  cure.  And  this  is  one  of  the  medicines,  v/hich, 
under  prudent  management,  may,  1 apprehend, 
be  given  to  a greater  extent  than  is  ufually  done. 
1 thought  alfo  of  conjoining  it  with  fome  more 
powerful  aftringent.  But  neither  one  nor  other 
have  anfwered  to  my  wifli.  From  the  ufe  of  the 
vitriol  acid  Ihe  complained  of  fwelling  in  her 
belly,  and  increafe  of  pains.  And  from  an  in- 
creafed  dofe  of  the  bark,  I find,  that,  fince  the 
iafl  report  inferted  in  our  regifler,  fhe  complains 
of  ftill  greater  inconvenience.  I do  not  queftion 
that  both  the  one  and  other  medicine  may  have 
given  fome  uneafinefs  j yet  I can  hardly  fup- 
pofe  their  effedls  to  have  been  fo  great  as  flie  is 
difpofed  to  reprefent. 

Befides  all  the  other  difficulties,  I am  afraid  we 
' have  another  to  combat  in  this  cafe.  I have  no 
doubt  refpedling  the  reality  of  this  patient’s  com* 
plaint ; yet  I cannot  help  thinking  that  fhe  has  a 
natural  difpofition  to  aggravate  the  defeription  of 
every  little  alteration,  and  that  file  is  of  a timo- 
rous and  fufpicious  temper.  Hence  fhe  will  be 
led  to  aferibe  to  medicines,  effedls  by  no  means 
following  from  the'm  j and  we  fliall,  probably, 

find 
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find  great  difficulty  in  getting  her  to  make  a pro- 
per trial  of  any  medicine.  If,  however,  it  can  be 
eafily  effeded,  I ffiall  yet  wifh  to  make  further 
trial  of  the  bark ; and  if  her  flomach  will  not 
bear  a large  dofe,  I will  attempt  to  augment  the 
quantity  by  frequent  repetition.  I may  perhaps 
even  alter  the  form,  or  conjoin  the  prefent  with 
fome  other  preparations,  as,  for  example,  a watery 
infufion  of  it  in  combination  with  fome  aromatic, 
fuch  as  the  cortex  aurantiorum.  If  the  Peruvi- 
an bark  fails,  I have  thoughts  of  trying,  at  the 
time  of  the  difeharge,  the  effe£fs  of  anodyne  me- 
dicines. Thefe,  indeed,  in  the  greateft  number 
of  cafes,  rather  tend  to  augment  this  difeharge. 
At  leaft,  thofe  of  the  female  fex,  accuflomed  to 
the  frequent  ufe  of  opiates,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
indulge  in  the  too  frequent  ufe  of  fpirits,  have 
always  the  menflrual  evacuation  to  a great  degree. 
But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  they  would  have  a contrary  effedl.  And, 
fhould  it  even  produce  a more  copious  difeharge, 
it  might  yet  be  of  confequence,  as  giving  relief  of 
pain.  From  the  trial  already  made,  1 am  difpo- 
fed  to  think,  that  there  is  more  to  be  expeded 
from  fedatives  at  the  time  of  difeharge  than  from 
?iflringents  j yet,  during  the  intervals,  I would 

chiefly 


and  OBSERVATIONS.  141 

chiefly  look  for  a radical  cure  from  tonics,  and, 
failing  the  bark,  1 have  thoughts  of  trying  the 
calx  of  zinc ; probably  combined  with  fome  ar- 
ticles, diftinguiflicd  by  the  title  of  nervous  me- 
dicines, as  the  powder  of  valerian.  Should  this 
hkewife  fail,  1 would,  I own,  be  difpofed  to  re- 
commend to  the  patient  a trial  of  cold  bathing  y 
and,  though  it  would  require  cautious  manage- 
ment, yet  I fhould  not  be  without  expeclations 
from  the  ufe  of  it.  But,  from  what  I have  al- 
ready faid  of  the  particular  temper  of  our  patient, 
I may  eafily  propofe  more  than  ever  we  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  trying. 


After  this  patient  had  for  fome  time  continued 
on  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  the  feverity  of 
her  difeafe  was  fomewhat  abated.  But,  as  fhe 
was  averfe  to  the  trial  ot  other  medicines,  and  un- 
willing to  continue  the  bark  to  a confiderable  ex- 

\ 

tent,  her  attendance  at  the  difpenfary  was  difeon- 
tinued,  without  her  having  obtained  a complete 
cure. 
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CASE  XII. 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Amenorrhoea^  treated  by 
Electricity» 

G \ 

C a woman  in  the  twenty-fourth 

year  of  her  age,  admitted  January  7th 
1777,  complains  of  a troublefome  cough,  accom- 
panied with  fcanty  expectoration.  She  is  alfo  af- 
‘ feCled  with  flatulency,  liftlefnefs,  and  a fenfe  of 
weight  and  opprefllon  about  the  praecordia  j and 
flie  often  complains  of  headach.  Pulfe  eighty  ; 
belly  natural ; appetite  fomewhat  impaired,  and 
her  menfes  are  obftruCted. 

The  cough  is  of  four  weeks  (landing,  and  was 
attributed  to  cold.  A fimilar  caufe  is  faid  alfo 
firft;  to  have  induced  the  obftrudlion  of  the  men- 
fes, which  has  now  continued  for  twenty  months. 
Many  medicines  have  been  ufed  for  the  removal 
of  this  lafl;  complaint,  particularly,  repeated  blood- ' 
letting  and  the  warm  bath.  From  the  latter  (he 
derived  no  benefit ; but  her  fymptoms  were  con- 
fiderably  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  the  lancet. 

Accipiat  idus  eledlricos  quatuor  ad  gradum  fex- 
tum,  ita  ut  fluidum  electricum  per  inferiorem  ab- 
dominis 
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dominis  f artem  curfum  teneat.  Et  repetatur  elec^ 
tricltas  eodem  modo  ter  in  feptimana. 

January  1 8.  She  has  felt  no  inconvenience  from 
the  eledtricity,  and  fhe  thinks  that  (he  is  now  Icfs 
aflfeded  with  the  opprcffion  at  her  ftomach.  But 
there  is  no  appearance  of  any  return  of  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge.  Continuetur  elediricitas^  fed  ac~ 
cipiat  ftnguUs  vicibus  idus  duodecim  ad  gradum 
fextunU  Nec  non  capiat  omni  node  elixiris  ex  aloe 
et  rheo  femunciam. 

January  25.  She  has  not  been  eledtrified  fince 
the  lafl:  report.  But  (he  took  the  elixir  for  four 
nights,' as  diredted.  At  the  end  of  that  time  her 
menfes  appeared,  and  flowed  to  a confiderablo' ex- 
tent. . She  is  now  very  little  affedled  with  the 
oppreflion  and  uneafinefs  at  ftomach.  But  fhe 
complains  much  of  the  cough  during  the  night. 
Intermittantur  medicamenta  ; fed  capiat  miflurae 
oleofae  femunciain  quarta  quaque  hora, 

February  1.  Her  cough  has  been  confiderably 
eafier  fince  fhe  began  the  oily  mixture.  There 
has  been  no  farther  appearance  of  the  menftrual 
difcharge.  But  fhe  complains  of  pain  in  her 
belly,  particularly  about  the  under  part  of  it. 
Continuetur  mijlura  oleofa,  fed  capiat  femunciam 
vejpere  et  mane  tantummodo. 


February 
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• February  8.  Her  cough  is  almofl:  gone,  and 
her  health  in  other  rcfpedls  is  pretty  well  re-efta- 
blilhed.  Appetite  mended  j heat  natural.  Con- 
tinuetur  mijlura,  ut  antea> 

February  15.  She  continues  free  from  almofl 
all  her  fymptoins.  Intermittatur  mijlura  oleofa. 

I 

k. 

,,  Obfervations  delivered  March  i . - 

When  this  patient  came  at  prefent  under  our^ 
care,  her  cafe  was  not  entirely  new  to  me.  She 
had  been  my  patient  about  fix  months  before, 
in  the  clinical  ward  in  the  Royal  Infirmary.  Her 
complaints  were  then  in  fome  refpefts  difierent 
from  thofe  mentioned  in  the  prefent  hiftory.  At 
that  time,  (he  was  affc6led  with  dropfical  fytnp- 
toms  to  no  inconfiderable  degree.  She  was  then, 
however,  alfo  fubjedl  to  the  complaint  for  which 
fhe  has  at  prefent  applied  to  ns,  the  ame- 
norrhoea ; for,  1 have  little  hefitation  in  confider- 
ing  this  to  be  the  principal  part  of  her  difeafe. 

It  was,  however,  as  we  have  juft  obferved,  an  at- 
tendant alfo  of  the  former  affedion  ; and  I was, 
at  that  time,  difpofed  to  confider  them  as  not  un-  . 
conneded.  Then,  I own,  I was  inclined  to  be-  \ 
lieve,  that  the  obftrudion  of  the  menfes  tvas  the 

caufc 
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caufe  of  the  dropfical  affciSUon ; and  that,  from 
this  circumftance,  the  dropfy  would  probably  be 
the  more  obflinate.  How  far  the  affedions  were 
really  conneded,  may  yet  perhaps  be  matter  of 
doubt.  But  the  dropfy  was,  in  no  long  time, 
entirely  removed j and,  as  I apprehend,  in  a good 
meafure  from  the  effeds  of  elaterium,  a medicine 
which  I have  lately  employed  in  feveral  inftances 
-of  dropfy  with  fuccefs.  i 

After  the  dropfy  was  removed,  I did  nothing 
farther  for  reftoring  of  the  menfes,  than  by  en- 
deavouring to  flrengthen  the  fyftem.  ^And,  as 
the  meafures  ufed  with  this  view  in  the  hofpital 
were  ineffedual,  I thought  it  improper  to  keep 
her  longer  there,  as  her  health  began  to  fufFer 
in  other  refpeds.  She  was  therefore  difmifled, 
in  hopes  that  the  mcnflrual  difeharge  might  dill 
be  reftored  by  her  farther  recovery  of  flrength 
in  the  country,  and  by  more  regular  exercife  and 
more  free  air  than  was  to  be  had  in  an  hofpital.  It 
now  appears,  however,  that  thefe  were  alfo  infuf- 
ficient  for  the  purpole.  And  befrdes  this,  fhe  had 
like  wife  ufed,  for  fome  months,  many  different  me- 
cines,  which,  although  they  were  fuch  as  might 
readily  have  been  fuppofed  mod  ferviceable,  were 
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yet  incfFeclual.  In  this  fituation  fhe  again  came 
under  my  care. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that,  at  this  time 
as  well  as  formerly,  the  amenorhoea  was  not  her 
only  complaint.  She  had  for  fome  weeks  been 
afftded  with  a troublefome  cough,  accompanied 
with  difficult  and  fcanty  expedtoration.  Tins 
ffie  aferibed,  and  probably  with  juftice,  to  an  ac- 
cidental cold  ; and  it  may  be  confidered  as  total- 
ly unconnefted  with  the  amenorrhoea.  ■ ■ 

The  menftrual  evacuation  had  now  been  want- 
ing about  twenty  months  ; and  I had  little  hefi- 

r _ 

tation  in  referring  to  this  the  impaired  appetite, 
lifllefnefs,  oppreffion  at  the  praecordia,  and  head- 
acl),  of  which  ffie  complained. 

I own,  from  the  firft  view  I had  of  this  cafe,  I 
was  dlfpofed  to  form  a different  idea  with  regard 
to  the  termination  of  it,  from  what  I do  at  pre- 
fent.  In  the  catarrhal  affedlion,  unlefs  from  long  ' 
continuance,  I faw  nothing  of  a threatening  ap'-  ' 
pearance.  I hoped,  however,  that  it  might  foon 
be  removed,  or  even  ol  itfelf  ceafe.  The  ame- 
norrhoea, however,  I conje*£lured  would  be  more  ■ 
obftinate ; and,  as  it  had  already  refilled  feveral 
of  the  moll  powerful  remedies,  I had,  I own,  but 
little  hopes  of  a cure.  This,  therefore,  1 confi- 

dered 
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clered  to  be  the  great  obje£t  of  attention  in  prac- 
•lice.  I now  concluded,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
difchargc  was  not  to  be  looked  for  from  the  re- 
ftoring  of  general  health ; for  the  patient  had 
now  no  fymptom  of  dropfical  tendency  or  marks 
of  inanition.  On  the  contrary,  flie  was  affedled 
with  fymptoms  of  fullnefs  at  the  menftrual  period. 
And  from  thefe,  fhe  had  often  obtained  relief  by 
blood-letting.  I concluded,  therefore,  that  a due 
accumulation  in  the  uterus  was  not  wanting.  I 
fufpeded,  indeed,  it  might  proceed  from  an  ob- 
ftruflion  in  the  paffages  through  which  it  ought 
to  pafs.  But,  if  it  was  of  this  kind,  it  could  not 
depend  on  a. flight  or  tranfient  caufe,  as  for  ex- 
ample, fpafm.  And,  if  it  arofe  from  a fixed  local 
caufe,I  could  not  lookforarenewalofthe  dilcharge. 
I concluded,  therefore,  that  the  chief  hopes  of  a re-* 
covery  were  from  a reftoration  of  that  adion  of  the 

uterus,  which  I fuppofe  neceflary  to  the  menftrual 
' •! 

evacuation,  if^  nd,  with  this  view,  I was  refolved 
to  make  the  prefent  cafe  a fubjefl:  of  trial  of  elec^ 
tricky.  This  is  a remedy,  which,  in  many  of  the 
moft  obflinate  cafes,  has  lately  been  found  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  its  operation  is,  1 apprehend,  totally 
to  be  referred  to  an  action  on’  the  living  fibres. 
It  is  well  known  bow  much  it  does  in  refloring 

fenfibility 
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fenfibility  and  power  of  motion  to  other  part?» 

It  may,  therefore,  rcftore  the  menftrual  flux  in 
two  ways,  either  by  immediate  aftion  on  the  mo- 
ving fibres,  as  inducing  that  contradion  which  I 
fuppofe  necefiary,  or  by  reftoring  the  capability 
of  motion  at  the  regular  periods.  In  the  former  , 
cafe,  the  cure  will  be  an  inftantaneous  effccl,of  the 
operation  j in  the  latter,  it  will  not  occur  till  it  , 
has  been  ufed  fotne  time,  perhaps  even  not  till  ' 
after  the  electricity  has  been  intermitted.  On  | 
thefe  principles,  then,  I refolved  to  give  it  a fall 
trial  in  the  prcfent  cafe.  And  while  I perfifted 
in  the  ufe  of  it,  gradually  to  increafe  both  the 
number  and  flrength  of  the  ftiocks.  A flow  of  j 
the  menfes,  however,  did  not  appear  on  the  firfl  ! 
exhibition  of  the  eledricity.  Although  it  was  | 
from  the  hopes  of  exciting  immediate  aSion,  ' 
that  I had  directed  that  the  fhocks  fhould  pafs 
through  the  region  of  the  uterus.  | 

In  this,  however,  I was  not  much  difappoinied  ; I 
for,  after  fo  long  an  obftru£tion,  though  it  might  ; 
have  taken  place,  yet  it  was  Hardly  to  be  expec- 
ted, 1.  refolved,  therefore  ftill  to  perfifl  in  the  “ 
ufe  of  it ; but,  in  this,  I was  unexpedlly  inter-  ' • 
rupted  from  an  accident  happening  to  our  ma- 
chine, and  after  the  patient  had  been  eleftrified 

for 
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for  a fliort  time  only.  I had  it  not  in  my  power  , 
to  exhibit  it  farther.  I direfted,  however,  the 
continuation  of  the  eleiflricity,  in  hopes  of  having 
the  machine  foon  mended  ; and  that  1 might  not, 
in  the  mean  time,  feem  inactive,  I ordered  her 
to  have  half  an  ounce  of  the  facred  elixir  every 
evening. 

This  medicine  (he  continued,  without  the  ufe 
of  the  electricity,  for  four  nights,  and  at  the  end 

I of  that  time,  the  menfes  appeared,  as  fhe  imagi- 
ned, from  the  medicines  fhe  had  then  taken.  But 
when  I confider,  that  it  is  not  to  be  viewed,  as 
being  a medicine  poffeffed  of  very  adive  powers, 
and  that  it  never  even  operated  as  producing 
ioofenefs,  there  is  little  reafon  for  fuppofing  it  w^as 
capable  of  removing  an  affeftiori  fo  obflinatc  j 
I and,  I muft  own,  I fliould  rather  be  difpofed  to- 
; aferibe  the  reftoration  of  the  difeharge  to  the 
: preceeding  eledricity  : For,  where  no  other  me- 
i dicine  has  been  ufed,  cures  effeffed  by  eledri- 
: city  have  not  taken  place  till  a few  days  after  it 
• was  intermitted.  I confider,  therefore,  eleftrici^ 
i ty,  in  this  inftance,  as  having  reflored  a difpofi- 
I tion  in  the  uterus  to  aflion  5 and,  I fuppofe,  that 
'■  the  flow  happened  at  a period  when  this  adion, 

I ' ' ag 
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as  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  nervous  fyflem, 
fliould  have  naturally  occurred. 

I would  not,  however,  pretend  to  alledge,  that 
the  elixir  had  no  influence.  From  its  adlion  on 
the  inteflines,  particularly  on  the  redum^  it  may 
have  had  fome  fliare  as  inducing  and  fupporting 
the  difeharge.  Yet,  I can  by  no  means  imagine 
it  capable  of  removing  an  obltruction  which  has 
fubfifted  for  fo  long  a period,  and  which  had  be- 
fore refilled  the  influence  of  the  moll  adive  me- 
dicines, efpecially  when  I confider  the  fmall  ex- 
tent to  which  it  was  here  given. 

But,  even  admitting  this  to  be  the  cafe,  it  yet 
affords  no  certain  proof  that  the  relloration  of  ; 
the  flux  was  the  effed  of  eledricity.  It  is,  by 
no  means,  impolTible,  that  it  may  have  depended  - 
upon  circumllances,  of  a nature  totally  different,  ' 
with  which  the  patient  hcrfelf  was  either  unac-  j 
quainted,  or,  at  leaff,  of  which  flie  did  not  chufe 
to  inform  us.  I cannot,  therefore,  pretend  to 
fpeak  in  a very  pofitive  manner.  Yet,  from  all 
the  circumllances  taken  together,  I mull  imagine, 
that  the  relloration  of  the  menllrual  difeharge  was 
the  effed  of  eledricity.  Confidering  it  to  have 
proceeded  from  this  fource,  it  next  occurs,  as  a 
quellion  of  fome  importance,  How  far  we  can 

look 
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look  upon  it  as  a radical  cure  ? and  whether  it 
is  unneceflary  to  do  any  thing  farther  to  fecure  a 
regular  return  of  the  menfes  ? or  whether  it  can 
be  confidered  as  obtained  only  for  a fingle  peri- 
od ? I mufl:  own,  that,  with  refped;  to  this  parti- 
cular, I am  extremely  doubtful  j I am  rather, 
however,  difpofed  to  hope  favourably  as  other- 
wife.  I intend,  therefore,  without  doing  any 
thing  further,  with  a view  to  promote  the  menfes, 
to  wait  till  the  ufual  term  of  difcharge  ; and  if  it 
then  appear,  I will  confider  nothing  farther  as 
neceffary.  If  it  do  not,  I (hall  again  have  recourfe 
to  eledricity,  and  profecute  the  plan  which  I at 
firft  intended.  If  the  electricity  induce  a dif- 
charge a fecond  time,  I fliall  be  contented  with 
ordering  a repetition  of  it  for  a day  or  two. pre- 
vious to  the  period  when  the  menftrual  difcharge 
is  expected.  And  I hope  fuch  meafures  may  prove 
effectual  in  fecuring  a regular  return  of  it.  If  the  e- 
leCtricity  fhall  entirely  fail,  we  may  yet  expeCt  that 
the  difcharge  may,  at  times,  occur,  although,  I 
muff  own,  I have  little  hopes  that  it  fhall  ever  be- 
come regular  5 at  the  fame  time,  there  are  other 
emmenagogues  which  may  be  tried.  And,  with 
this  view,  we  fhall  probably  put  the  patient  on 
the  ufe  of  the  rubia  tinClorum.  Failing  that,  I 

may- 
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may  have  rccourfe  to  the  tin£lure  of  black  helle- 
bore, pulhing  it  to  as  great  an  extent  as  I think 
can  be  done  with  fafety  or  prudence. 


The  menftrual  difcharge  with  this  patient  re- 
turned about  the  beginning  of  March,  and  con- 
tinued to  flow  gently  for  the  fpace  of  three  days. 
Soon  after  this,  as  being  free  from  all  her  fymp- 
toms,  Ihe  was  difmifled  from  farther  attendance 
at  the  Difpenfary.  But,  not  many  months  after- 
wards, flie  again  applied  for  afliftance  at  the  Dif- 
penfary. She  was,  at  that  time,  fubjeded  to  a 
paralytic  affeQion  of  the  inferior  extremities,  the 
powet  both  of  fenfe  and  motion  being  very  confi- 
derably  diminiflied.  This  was  alfo  attended  with 
an  obftrudion  of  the  menflrual  difcharge,  and  a re- 
turn of  her  former  fymptoms.  The  electricity 
was  again  ordered,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 
It  was  continued  daily  for  the  fpace  of  feveral 
weeks.  During  that  period,  the  menflrual  dif- 
charge again  returned,  but  not  to  the  ufual  ex- 
tent. The  paralytic  affedion  of  her  legs,  howe- 
ver, was  entirely  removed  ; after  which  her  at- 
tendance at  the  Difpenfary  was  difeontinued. 

CASE 
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CASE  xin. 

Obfer'i)ations  on  a Cafe  of  Tinea  Capitis ^ treated  by 
the  external  Application  of  Corrofive  Sublimate 
Mercury i and  Verdegrife, 

\ , 

I ■'5^  ■ ■ >.  M — ' — a girl  in  the  fikth  year  of  her 
JLjJ  age,  admitted  January  24th  1777,  has  o- 
ver  her  whole  head  a dry  fcaby  eruption  j of  a 
white  colour.  In  general,  it  is  neither  painful  nor 
itchy.  She  is  alfo  affeded  with  dulnefs  of 
hearing.  Her  abdomen  is  obferved  to  be  fome- 
what  larger  than  natural,  and  fhe  has  frequently, 
in  the  morning,  an  inclination  to  vomit.  ^ Her 
belly  is  regular,  and  her  appetite  natul-al. 

The  fcaby  incruftation  on  the,  hairy  fcalp,  firR 
A appeared  about  the  beginning  of  laft  winter,  and 
it  remained  till  the  fucceeding  fummer,  when  it 
I entirely  difappeared.  At  that  time  the  dulnefs  of 
f hearing  firft  commenced.  The  fvvelling  of  her 
I abdomen  has  been  obferved  for  two  or  three 
years ; and  laft  fummer  (he  pafled  a long  round 
1 worm,  of  the  lumbricous  kind.  She  knows  no 

U caufe 
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caufe  for  her  complaints  ; and  fhe  has  taken  no 
medicines  with  a view  to  the  removal  of  them. 

Mercurii  corroftvi  fublimati  gra?ium  unum.fot- 
ve  in  aquae  fontanae  unciis  duabus^  dein  adde  ‘ 
micae  panis  quantitatem  fufficierdem^  ut  fiat  , 
cataplafina,  partibus  affeElis  capitis  imponen- 
dum, Repetatur  tale  cataplafma  ter  in  fep- 
timana. 

February  i.  Several  parts  of 'the  dry  fcurf  on 
her  head  have  fallen  off  fince  the  application  of 
the  poultice.  And  now  flie  never  complains  of 
its  being  itchy. 

Continuetur  cataplafma  ut  antea,  et  capiat  eras 
mane  falis  Glauberi  femunciam  in  aqua  ferventis 
unciis  fex  folutam.  Repetatur  dofis  mane  die  Jo- 

vis, 

February  8.  The  falts  have  operated  well,  and 
the  fcurf  on  her  head  is  in  mofl  places  entirely 
gone.  But  the  poultice  adheres  fo  firmly  to  the 
hair,  that  the  removal  of  it  occafions  great  pain. 

Repetatur  fal  Glauberi,  ut  antea.  Intermittatur 
cataplafma,  et  j 

Pulveris  aeruginis  aeris  femidrachmam,  j 

Axungiae  porcinae  uncias  duas  ; tere  diligen- ' \ 
ter  fimul  et  fiat  unguentum.  Illinatur  fe-  j 
' midrachma  .■ 
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, viidrachma  partibus  ma^ime  affedis  omni 

vefpere  et  mane. 

February  22.  Her  head  has  been  regularly  rub- 
f ^ bed  with  the  ointment  fince  the  lafl:  report  j and 
t the  f^ibby  eruption  is  now  entirely  gone.  But 
d Ihe  is  ftill  afFeded  with  the  dullnefs  of  hearing. 

Intermittatur  unguentum  ex  aerugine,  applicetur 
;i  veficatorium  nuchae,  et  poftea  Jiat  fonticulus  ope  un~ 
guenti  epifpajlici. 

Obfervations  delivered  March  i. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient  is  not  totally  with- 
( out  difficulty  ; yet  ahnofl;  every  part  of  the  affec- 
i,  tion  is  obvious.  I can  by  no  means,  however, 
refer  the  whole  fymptoms  to  one  genus.  What 
1 I may  confider  as  the  principal  part  of  the  com- 
: plaint,  is  the  dry  fcaby  eruption  on  the  head. 

I In  affixing  a name  to  this  part  of  the  affedbion  I 
1 have  no  hefitation.  From  the  feat,  from  the  ap- 
\ pearance,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  eruption, 

< there  can  be  no  doubt  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  an 
inftance  of  tinea  capitis.  This  is  an  affedion  not 
uncommon,  and  frequently  very  obftinate,  in  fo 
f much  that,  after  a certain  {landing,  fome  are  dif- 
pofed  to  rank  it  among  the  incurable  difeafes. 

But, 
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But,  although  this  be  the  moft  confiderable,  It  is 
not  the  only  part  of  the  patient's  complaint,  and 
perhaps,  it  is  even  that  part  which,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  will  be  the  leaft  oblUnate. 

This  patient  is  alfo  affedled  with  confiderable 
dullnefs  of  hearing.  This  fymptom  is  confidered 
as  a characleriftic  of  a genus  of  difeafe  among 
all  nofologihs,  under  the  terms  of  Dyfecoea,  Co- 
phofis.  Surditas,  and  the  like.  And  each  ofthefe 
I genera  comprehends  various  fpecies,  which,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  confidered  chiefly  as  inftances  of 
the  difeafe  proceeding  from  different  caufcs. 
What  particular  eircumflance,  in  the  prefent  in- 
flance,  gives  rife  to  it,  may  be  confidered  as  mat- 
ter of  great  doubt.  There  is  fome  prefumption, 
however,  that  it  may  have  been  the  effect  of  the 
difappearing  of  the  eruption.  The  repulfion  of 
cutaneous  difeafes  is  enumerated  among  the  cau- 
fes  of  a great  variety  of  affedtions  ;.and  from  none 
are'  more  numerous  evils  faid  to  proceed, 
than  from  the  repulfion  of  the  tinea.  I do  not, 
however,  obferve,  that  any  pradical  author  has 
' mentioned  deafnefs  as  one  of  them.  It  has  been 
faid  to  induce  blindnefs.  And,  if  it  occafion  an 
affeaion  of  one  fcnfe,  this,  at  leaft,  gives  a pre- 
‘ fuiiiptiop  that  it  may  affca  another» 
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I would  then,  I own,  be  inclined  to  attribute 
the  prefent  deafnefs  to  the  former  removal  of  the 
affeaion,  which,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  was  not 
the  effea  of  any  particular  remedy,  but  a natural 
cure.  Still,  however,  it  may,  I apprehend,  have 
been  produftive  of  the  fame  affe^ions  as  if  the 
complaint  had  been  removed  by  artificial  means. 
Probably  both  the  one  and  the  other  produce 
their  effea  by  giving  rife  to  a different  flatc  of 
circulation. 

Befides  thefe  two  affedions,  it  may,  at  leafl:,  be 
a queflion.  Whether  this  patient  be  not  fubjedled 
to  a third  ? She  is  obferved  to  have  an  uncom- 
mon largenefs  of  the  abdomen,  and  to  be  affefted 
with  an  inclination  to  vomiting,  particularly  in^ 
the  morning.  In  neither  of  thefe,  feparately,  is 
there  any  evidence  of  a particular  aft'edion,  nor 
indeed,  in  both  of  them  conjoined.  At  the  fame 
time,  there  is  little  reafon  to  think  that  they  arc 
connefted  with  any  of  the  affedions  already  men- 
tioned. How  far  they  may  be  the  incipient  flate 
of  a more  dangerous  difeafe,  is  hard  to  fay.  But, 
as  far  as  I can  at  prefent  judge,  I cannot  look 
upon  them  in  that  light.  And  I am,  1 own,  dif- 
pofed  to  view  it  as  the  leafl  confiderable  part  of 


our 
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our  patient’s  complaint ; and  refpefting  the  event 
of  it  I have  not  the  fmallefl;  apprehenfion. 

Of  the  two  others,  I am  fomewhat  doubtful 
in  my  opinion.  From  the  tinea  having  before 
yielded,  there  is  ground  for  a favourable  judg- 
ment ; yet  it  is  an  affedion  not  unfrequently  ad- 
mitting of  a temporary  cure.  And,  as  was  the 
cafe  when  it  formerly  difappeared,  it  may  again, 
without  any  obvious  caufe,  return,  fhould  we  at 
prefent  be  able  to  remove  it.  But,  there  is  hill 

I 

greater  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  the  obftinacy  of 
the  deafnefs  ; for,  fince  its  firfl;  commencement,  | 
it  has  fuffered  no  obvious  remiffion  ; and,  at  the  1 
fame  time,  no  raanifeft  difeafe  in  the  ear  can  be  i 
difeovered.  | 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  different  objeds  ! 
are  to  be  had  in - view.  As  I have  already  ob-  | 
ferved,  what  I reckoned  to  be  the  principal  ob- 
jed  of  attention,  was  the  difeafe  of  the  head,  or  ■ 
the  tinea.  And  it  was,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
part  of  the  complaint,  in  the  treatment  of  which  | 
I expeded  to  be  mofl  fuccefsful,  although  I look 
upon  it  to  be,  in  every  inftance,  ap  obftinate  af- 
fedion.  While  I fay  this,  I am,  at  the  fame 
tirap,  convinced,  that  if  patients  will  fubmit  to  the 
remedy,  there  is  one  by  which  they  may,  in  by 

much 
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much  the  greateft  number  of  inftances,  be  cured. 
And  in  this  way,  a cure  is  frequently  effeded  by 
an  old  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  by  many  others,  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

The  principle  upon  which  her  remedy  a£ls, 
which  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  one  with  o- 
ther  praftitioners  in  the  fame  ftile,  is  very  obvious. 
There  is  little  doubt,  that  tinea  is  one  of  thofe  cuta- 
neous affedlions,  which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
difeafe  of  the  roots  of  the  hair.  We  may,  there- 
fore, look  for  a radical  cure  on  one  of  two 
grounds,  either  by  removing  the  difeafed  parts, 
or  by  deftroying  them.  It  is  on  the  ffrft  of  thefe 
principles  that  the  pra£lice  to  which  we  now  al- 
lude proceeds.  The  praftice  is  the  application 
of  a pitch  plafter  to  the  head,  which  is  allowed  to 
remain  fo  long  as  to  be  firmly  impaded  in  the 
hair,  and  then  it  cannot  be  removed  without  en- 
tirely pulling  thefe  along  with  it.  On  fuch  re- 
moval, the  cure  from  this  pradice  folely  depends. 
Yet,  although  it  be  an  effcdual  cure,  it  muff  be 
allowed  it  is  a very  fevere  one,  and  it  is  indeed 
fo  cruel,  that  few  regular  praditioners  will,  I be- 
lieve, be  found  to  venture  upon  it.  It  is  on  this 
account,  therefore,  that,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I 

have 
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have  chofen  rather  to  direft  my  endeavours  ta 
the  deftrudtion  of  the  morbid  parts,  and,  with 
this  view,  had  recourfe  to  corrofivc  fublimate, 
a medicine,  the  effeds  of  which,  as  a peculik 
ftimulus  on  topical  application,  is  unqueftionably 
very  great  5 and,  in  other  inftances  of  the  tinea, 
I havefeen  it  attended  with  the  beft  effeds.  With 
the  prefent  patient,  however,  I cannot  fay  that 
its  effeds  have  been  fuch  as  I expeded.  At  the 
fame  time,  it  has  been  followed  by  evident  good 
confequences,  at  lead,  to  a certain  extent ; and 
although  it  did  not  entirely  remove,  has,  at 
lead,  diminidied  the  affedion.  Probably  alfo  it 
aided  not  a little  the  medicine  which  was  af- 
terwards employed  : For  I found  it  inconvenient, 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  continue  the  application  of 
the  corrofive  fo  long  as  I propofed,  as  it  was,  in 
fome  refpeds,  produdive  of  more  than  was  in- 
tended. From  being  firmly  impaded  in  the 
hair,  it  was  likely  to  operate  in  the  fame  way  as 
a pitch  plader.  This  led  me  to  fubditute  to  cor- 
rofive the  ufe  of  the  verdigrife.  This  applica- 
tion alfo  is  not  uncommonly  employed  in  the  pre- 
fent complaint.  From  the  ufe  of  this  I obtained 
a much  greater  elfed  than  I expeded.  For,  in 
a week  after  this  undion  was  begun,  I found  the 

head 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  t6i 


head  as  free  from  fcabby  eruptions  as  if  it  had  rie-' 
ver  been  in  fuch  a difeafed  ftate.  I would  not, 
however,  entirely  afcribe  this  to  the  verdegrife  ; 
and,  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  good  effe£t  refult- 
ing  from  it  was  the  more  remarkable,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  previous  application  of  the  corro- 
five.  But,  whether  from  one  or  other,  or  from, 
both  of  thefe  medicines,  we  have  obtained,  ifnot  a 
permanent,  at  leaft,  a temporary  removal  of 
i this  affedlion.  And,  while  the  patient  is  m the 
■ prefent  ftate,  the  next  object  ot  cure  is  the  dcaf- 
: nefs. 

Here,  1 rnufl  own,  1 am  fomewhat  at  a lofs  on 

Iwhat  principle  I am  to  proceed.  Ciiidiy,  as  1 am 
in  great  doubt  refpedting  the  caufc  of  the  deaf- 
: nefs.  In  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  however^ 

) we  may  confider  deafnefs  as  anfmg  from  one  or 
( two  fources  j either  from  the  want  of  free  com- 
munication for  an  impreffion  on  the  extremities  of 
the  auditory  nerves,  or  the  want  of  due  fenlibili . 
i ty  in  the  nerves  when  impreffed.  How  far  either 
; . one  or  other  may  have  any  concern  in  the  pre- 
1 fent  cafe,  I am  at  a lols  to  lay.  Or,'  if  the  com** 
munication  be  obflrudled,  I am  entire*ly  ignorant 
! » from  what  particular  caufe  it  arifes.  I muff  own, 
therefore,  that  any  trials  which  i fliall  make  with 

a view  to  the  cure  are,  in  a grcAt  meafure,  ran- 
' ! dom  ones* 


X 
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When  we  confidcr  that  this  affeftion  fuccced- 
ed  the  cure  of  the  former  eruption,  there  is 
fome  prefumption  that  it  may  have  been  the 
elfeft  of  a change  of  circulation.  Hence  there 
is,  at  lead;,  one  chance  of  reftoration  by  another 
change  of  balance.  With  this  view,  therefore,  . 
I meant  to  try  the  effect  of  fupporting,  for  fome 
time,  a running  from  the  neck.  To  this  meafurc 
I was  the  rather  induced,  as  I expected  from  it 
fome  good  effedfs,  as  preventing  a return  of  the  e-  ■ 
ruption.  It  will  not  only  be  a drain  from  the  : 
neighbourhood  of  parts  formerly  affected,  but 
alfo  produce  a change  of  determination  in  the  ■ 
circulation  on  the  furface  of  the  head.  This, , 
therefore,  I confidered,  at  Icafl,  as  a reafonable  ^ 
trial.  If,  however,  I fhall  find  it  ineffectual,  II 
muff  have  recourfe  to  other  trials.  And,  with  i 
this  view,  I mean  firft  to  pay  attention  to  the  flate  * 
of  communication  for  impreflion. 

There  are  few  meafures,  perhaps,  more  effec-  - 
tual  for  removing  obflrudtions  in  the  paffage  toj 
the  auditory  organs,  than  fyringing  with  warniii 
water.  And  it  has  farther  the  advantage  of  be-  * 
ing  no  improper  method  of  augmenting  fecretion, , 
when  diminifhed  ; and  thus  giving  a proper  con-  - 
Uition  to  the  parts  fitted  for  the  communication  ■ 

of' 
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of  found.  If  it  be  in  this  way  infufficient,  other 
meafures  may  be  tried.  Recourfe  may  be  had 
to  the  ftiinulus,  which  is  given  by  camphorated 
oil  introduced  into  the  ear  from  being  dropped  on 
cotton.  Where  a ftiinulus  is  neceffary,  I have 
been  informed,  that  there  is  often  a good  effed: 
from  Burgundy  pitch,  introduced  into  the  meatus 
auditorius,  when  formed  into  fuch  a ftiape  as  to 
be  readily  put  into  it.  But,  in  order  to  prevent 
its  attachment  to  the  meatus  auditorius,  it  muft 
j be  properly  covered  with  a bit  of  gauze.  This, 
4 I am  told,  was  frequently  done  by  an  empyrie, 
ij  fome  time  ago  in  this  city,  who  confined  his  prac- 
I tice  entirely  to  the  cure  of  deafnefs,  and  who  is 
faid  to  have  fucceeded  with  this  fimple  remedy 
)Hi  where  regular  praftitioners  had  failed. 

( I muft,  however,  obferve,  that  I fpeak  of  this 

0 remedy  only  on  the  report  of  others  ; yet,  I 
n cannot  help  thinking,  that  it  is  one  which,  in 
■c  fome  cafes,  may  be  produdlive  of  inconveni- 

1 ence.  For,  notwithftanding  the  covering  with 
0 gauze,  fhould  the  pitch  melt  in  the  ear,  it  may 
fi  give  much  uneafinefs.  And  it  is  to  be  remark- 
, ed,  that  the  pix  Burgundica  is  one  of  thofe  ?4r- 
'I:  tides  in  the  Materia  Medica,  which  is  very  fre- 
A quently  adulterated.  Indeed,  the  hiftory  of  the 

preparation 
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preparation  of  it,  as  brought  from  Saxony,  where 
this  article  is  prepared;  is  not  well  afeertained, 
Some  imagine  that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  com- 
mon turpentine  boiled  up.  But,  whatever  may  be 
the  original  compofition  or  preparation  of  it  in  that 
country,  there  is  no  douDt  that  there  are  fome 
in  the  habit  of  making  it  in  Britain,  from  a mix- 
ture of  turpentine,  with  a proportion  of  rofin. 
From  thiscircu  -nflance,  probably,  we  are  to  account 
for  its  naving  very  different  degrees  of  confiftency ; 
and,  according  as  its  confidence  is  more  or  lefs 
firm,  it  is  more  or  lefs  apt  to  melt.  Unlefs, 
thcrelore,  there  be  reafon  to  prefume^  that  it  is 
productive  cf  good  cffccfs,  in  another  manner  than 
fro  1)  its  operating  as  a Itimulus,  I fhould  rather  be 
difpofed  to  try  fome  other  pradlice.  As  a flimu- 
lant,  i Ihouid  expect  more  from  camphorated  oil. 

Perhaps  we  may  confider  the  introduction 
of  garlic  into  the  ear  as  being,  in  this  way,  more 
powerful  than  either  of  thefe  articles.  The  fmall 
bulls  of  the  root  of  garlic,  or  cloves,  as  they  are 
called,  are  frequently  employed  in  this  manner  as 
acurefor  deafnefs,by  the  common  people  of  this 
country.  And  fliould  the  trial,  which  we  have 
already  propofed,  fail  of  producing  the  defired 
effedt,  1 mean  rather  to  try  this  than  the  pix 

Burgundica» 
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I Burgundica.  Bcfides  ciltering  the  flate  of  fe- 
cretion,  there  is  alfo  reafon  to  exped  fome  effe£t 
from  It,  as  altering  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves. 
Eor,  on  the  want  of  due  fenfibility,  as  we  have 
already  hinted,  rather  than  on  the  flate  of  the 
i paffage  the  affection  may  depend.  And  it  is  with 
t this  view,  that,  before  difrnifling  the  patient,  1 have 
^ tl^oughts  of  trying,  for  the  cure  of  her  deafnefs, 

[ the  effc£l  of  electricity.  If  all  thefe  means  prove 
f abortive,  I fhall,  I own,  have  but  little  expecta- 
)l  tion  of  obtaining  a cure.  And,  however  diflref- 
li  fing  this  difeafe  may  be,  it  is  an  affeClion 
which,  in  many  inflances,  is  neither  to  be  cured 
>1  nor  alleviated. 

Of  the  treatment  neceffary  for  the  fwelling  of 
the  belly,  and  the  vomiting,  I fay  nothing;  for  1 ap- 
prehend  they  will  require  little  elfe  than  the  regu- 
c lation  of  diet.  In  this  manner,  then,  I have  given 
fome  view  of  the  treatment  already  profecuted, 
( and  hereafter  intended,  with  the  prefent  patient. 

Yet  it  is  not  impoffible,  that,  from  the  recurrence 
: of  former  fymptoms,  or  from  frefli  appearances, 
i I fhall  be  obliged,  in  different  particulars,  to  al- 
: ter  the  plan  here  propofed. 


Sequel, 
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Sequel, 


This  patient,  during  her  farther  continuance 
at  the  Difpenfary,  continued  entirely  free  from  a- 
ny  return  of  the  tinea  capitis.  And  as,  from  the 
employment  of  the  ilfue,  conjoined  with  the 
camphorated  oil,  her  deafnefs  was  confiderably 
relieved,  no  farther  trials  were  thought  necef- 
fary  for  that  affection. 


CASE  XIV. 


Obfervations  on  a Cafe  in  which  were  Anomalous 
Symptoms^  arifmg  from  an  Intermittent  Fever, 
treated  by  the  Feruvian  Bark. 

M— — — , a man  aged  twenty-nine,  by 

occupation  a chair-man,  admitted  Feb.  7. 
complains  of  obtufe  pain,  and  frequently  alfo  of 
. coldnefs  in  the  fmall  of  his  back.  It  is,  in  general, 
attended  with  fhivering.  From  the  fmall  of  his 
back  the  pain  foinetimes. extends  acrofs  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  occahons,as  he  fays,  a 
temporary  fwelling  there,  during  which  his  refpira- 

tion 
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tion  is  confiderably  affeded.  At  other  times  the 
pain  afeends  along  the  courfe  of  the  fpine,  and 
affeds  the  mufdes  of  his  neck,  to  fuch  a degree 
as  to  prevent  him  from  moving  his  head.  It  af- 
feds  alfo  his  jaws,  face,  and  gums.  In  the  laft 
of  thefe  it  occafions  a tranfitory  forenefs,  and  has 
loofened  fome  of  his  teeth. 

His  pulfe  is  natural,  his  appetite  is  unimpared, 
and  his  belly  loofe.  His  urine  Is  foraetimes  pale 
and  limpid,  at  other  times  of  a very  high  co- 
lour. 

Twelve  weeks  ago,  in  coming  from  the  har- 
vefl:  in  England,  he  was  attacked  with  a pain  in 

/ 

the  abdomen,  attended  with  vomiting  and  pur- 
ging. To  thefe  fucceeded  the  pains  of  which  he 
has  ever  fince  complained,  and  by  which  he  is 
now  rendered  very  weak.  He  imputes  his  com- 
plaints to  fatigue  in  coming  home.  He  has  ta- 
ken many  medicines  without  any  relief. 

, 5..  Elixir  guaj acini  volatilis, 

Syrupi  Jvnplicis,  fingulorum  drachmas 
tres.  M.  Fiat  hauftus  bora  fomni  fu^ 
mendus.  Repetatur  omni  no6le. 

. February  15.  The  draughts  have  gently  open- 
ed his  belly,  but  have  produced  no  fwcat.  His 
pains  are  rather  incrcafed,  and  he  has  been  much 
>;  affeded. 
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afFeded,  fince  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  with 
the  fhivering  and  coldnefs,  which  he  now  thinks 
returns  with  increafed  feverity  every  fecond  day. 
Intermittatur  medicamentum^  fed  capiat  hora  fep- 
tima  vefpertina  Pulveris  Ipecacuanhae  fcrupulum 
unum  pro  emetico  ; et 

]?o  Calcis  zinci  grana  tria. 

Pulveris  valerian'ae  Jylveflris  femidrach-  ; 
. _ mam.  M.  Fiat  pulvis  /umendus  ter  j 

quotidie. 

February  22.  The  vomit  operated  well,  and 
the  powders  gave  no  uneafinefs.  But  he  is  ftill 
affefted  with  the  fhivering  and  coldnefs  return- 
ing every  fecond  day.  And  he  obferves,  that  it  is 
particularly  fevere  when  the  wind  is  from  the  eafi. 
He  ftill  continues  to  be  frequently  aff.'fted  with 

1 

the  pains,  and  with  returns  of  the  fwelling  of  his 
abdomen  as  formerly.  Belly  natural  ; pulfe-pq- 
Repetatur  emeticum  hora  feptima  vejpertina. 
Continuetur  calx  zinci ^ fed  conJlc7it  fingulae  dofes 
ex  granis  quinque. 

-.  March  i.  The  vomit  operated  well,  and  he  < 
has  continued  the  powders  regularly.  The  pains 
with  which  he  was  at  firfl  affected  are  now  much 

\ 

cafier.  But,  for  feveral  days  pad,  he  has  been 

attacked  regularly  every  evening  at  feven  o’clock 

with 
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■with  a (lilvering  fit,  and  has  afterwards  fweated 
profufely  during  the  night.  Pulfe  84  ; belly 
regular.  Capiat,  hora  qu-arta  pomeridiana,  pulve- 
ris ipecacuanbae  Jcrupulum.  Cras  mane  capiat  al- 
ternis horis  pulveris  corticis  Peruviani  fcrupidos 
duos. 

March  .8.  The  vomit  operated  well,  and  he 
has  taken  the  Peruvian  bark  regularly.  He  has 
had  no  return  of  fhivering  for  thefe  four  days 
pafl,  and  his  pains  are  conhderably  eafier.  But 
he  is  dill  at  times  affedfed  with  fome  degree  of 
fwelling.  Pulfe  80 ; belly  regular.  Continue- 
4 tur  cortex  Peruvianus,  fed  capiat  tantummodo  fe- 
J midraclmam  vcfperi  et  mane. 

I March  15.  lie  continues  much  eafier,  and  has 

j^Tiad  no  return  of  any  fhivering  fit.  Continuetur 

1 

f cortex  Peruvianas. 

1 March  22.  Continues  free  from  any  return  of 
1 the  fhivering  fits.  And  he  is  now  affedted  with 
:(  none  of  his  other  complaints,  except  fome  flight 
i remains  of  fwelling  about  his  face  and  gums,* 
8 Let  him  be  difmiffed. 

:i 

\ • 

J _ T Obj:r- 
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Obfervalmis  delivered  April  5. 

. I 

The  cafe  of  this  patient,  in  no  very  long  time, 
terminated  favourably  in  our  hands.  I muft, 
however,  own,  that  I'fliould  not  have  been  dif- 
pofcd  to  give  fuch  an  opinion  when  he  came 
firfl:  under  our  care.  On  confidering  the  cafe 
of  this  patient,  I was  difpofed  to  look  upon  it  as 
a lingular  afFeflion  ; and  I acknowledge,  that  I ^ 
fo  far  midook  the  nature  of  it,  as  to  treat  it  at  i j 
firft  in  a manner  which  I v;ould  not  have  done, 
had  1 properly  underllood  k.  In  the  very  accu- 
rate  liiRory  of  this  patient’s  complaints  introdu- 
ced into  the  regillcr,  you  will  find  a colleftion 
of  fymptoiMS  fomewhat  anomalous.  The  chief 
complaints,  however,  were  pains,  attended  with  - 
fweliings.  But  both  the  one  and  the  other  were, 
iia  their  nature,  tranfitory  j and,  beginning  at  a 
particular  part  of  the  body,  they  were  propaga- 
ted from  thence  in  different  directions.  They- 
oecafionecl,  at  the , fame  time,  temporary  aflec-- 
tions  of  different  functions,  particularly  refpira- 
tion.  Many  remained  unaffeCted.  The  ap- . j 
petite  was  unimpaired,- and  the  pulfe  natural.  ; 
Thefe  complaints  were  referred  by  the  patient  to  i 
a particular  caufe,  viz.  the  influence  of  fatigue 

from 


I 
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from  walking.  From  this  view  of  the  complaints, 
i was  chiefly  doubtful  in  opinion,  whether  1 ought 
to  confiJer  it  as  a rheumatic  or  a nervous  affec- 
tion, In  the  fymptoms  now  deferibed,  it  will 
not  be  refufed  that  there  is  fome  rcfemblance  to 
both.  The  temporary  fwellings  were  rather  in 
favour  of  the  fuppofition  of  rheumatifm  ; yet,  in 
the  attack  and  progrefs  of  the  paroxyfm,  it  had 
more  refemblance  to  a nervous  affedfion.  And 
this  fuppofition  was,  in  fome  mcafure,  corroboi^ 
rated  by  the  affection  of  motion  produced-  For, 
during  the  attacks,  at  lead  after  the  pain  had 
made  a certain  progrefs,  he  w^as  unable  to  move 
his  head.  ; 

On  thefe  fuppofitions,  the  treatment  of  this' 
cafe  w'as  at  firfl  begun.  I had  foon,  how- 
ever, reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  fuppofition  which  I have  now  mention- 
ed, was  well  founded  ; and  the  patient’s  difeafe 
put  on  an  appearance  w'hich  led  to  a different 
conjedure.  He  was  attacked  with  his  com- 
plaints more  regularly  at  a determined  hour;  and 
the  fliivering  at  each  attack,  which  had  been  ob- 
ferved  even  from  the  commencement,  became 
more  fevere.  From  this  circuraftance,  I was 
fir  ft  led  to  think  that  it  might  be  an  •ano- 
malous intermittent.  And  this  conjecture  is 
. fince^ 
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fince,  1 apprehend,  in  a great  meafure  verified 
by  the  method  of  cure  which  has  pro-ved  fuccefs- 
ful.  Perhaps  few  difeafes,  with  refped  to  their 
appearance,  are  fubjed  ta  greater  varieties  than 
intermittent  fevers.  Of  this  fufEcient  proof  may 
be  had  from  confulting  the  elaborate  work  of 
Mr  Sauvages.  ^ou  will  there  obferve  under  . 
how  many  different  forms  all  the  types  of  inter- 
mittents  have  been  concealed.  Such  a fuppofi»  j 
tion  is  further  corroborated  by  another  eircum- 
ftance  in  the  cafe.  For  , it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
there  is  here'  a probable  caufe  which  might  have 
produced  an  intermittent.  The  patient,  indeed, 
himfelf,  aferibed  the  difeafe  to  fatigue.  But  im- 
mediately before  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe, he  had  pafled  the  harveft  in  Lincolnfhire. 
The  people  in  this  country  are  much  in  the 
pradtice  of  hiring  themfelves  for  the  harvcfl-work. 
in  Lincolnfhire,  and  other  fthny  counties,  from  j 
whence  they  often-  bring  back  intermittents. 
And  to  thefe  they  arc  exjjofedy  both  from  the 
inarfhy  hate  of  the  country,  and  the  feafon  of  the  | 
year.  I confidered  it,  therefore,  as  equally  pro- 
bable, that  the  difeafe  had  its  origin  there,  as  j 
from  the  fatigue  of  walking  home.  Perhaps  I \ 
may  add,  this  is  ftili  further  corroborated  by  the.  j 

method  ; 
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method  of  attack.  It  began  with  vomiting  and 
purging,  a circumftance  by  no  means  unfrequent 
at  the  commencement  of  fevers  of  the  intermit- 
tent kind.  I mufl:  own,  however,  even  after 
adopting  this  opinion,  I fhould  have  been  very 
doubtful  as  to  the  prognofis  ; and,  at  no  period 
of  the  afFeclion,  did  I look,  with  any  confidence, 
for  fuccefs.  Even  on  the  fuppofition  of  an  in- 
termittent, I fufpeded  that  the  complaint  would 
be  tedious.  I fufpecled  this  would  be  flill  more  the 
cafe,  if  it  fhould  turn  out  to  be  a nervous  affec- 
tion. And  the  opinion  of  its  being  a rheumatic 
complaint,  was  of  the  three  the  lead  probable.  With 
refpedl  to  the  termination,  however,  I was  hap- 
pily difappointed  j for,  from  the  pradice  adopted 
in  intermittenls,  the  patient  foon  recovered. 

I mufl,  however,  obferve,  that,  even  yet,  there 
is  no  abfolute  fecurity  as  to  the  cure  ; for,  during 
the  fpring  feafon  in  particular,  interinittents  are 
apt  to  recur.  But,  fhould  the  patient  again  ap- 
ply to  us,  from  fuffering  a relapfe,  we  need  not 
be  alarmed.  For,  after  the  difeafe  has  yielded 
fo  eafily  already,  we  may  entertain  hopes,  in  fu- 
ture, that  it  will  not  prove  obflinate.  And,  at 
any  fate,  fpring-interinittents,  if  the  fymptoms 
are  moderate,  are  by  no  means  dangerous  affec- 
tions 5 
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tions ; and,  for  the  mod  part,  as  the  feafon  ad- 
vances, thcydifappcar,  even  without  medical  aid. 

Our  pradlice  with  this  patient  was,  at  different 
times,  conduced  on  very  different  plans,  which 
was  folely  the  effed  of  uncertainty,  and,  I muff 
even  acknowledge,  of  miflakes,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe.  On  the  fuppofition  of  rheu- 
matifm,  I began  the  patient  with  the  ufe  of  the 
elixir  of  guiacum,  a remedy  of  which  I have  had, 
oftencr  than  once,  occafion  to  fpeak,  and  from 
which,  in  fome  inftances  of  that  affedlion,  I have 
feen  the  befl  confcquences.  On  the  complaints, 
however,  of  the  prefent  patient,  it  had  no  effeft ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  acceflion  became  more 
regular.  This  led  me  to  the  opinion  of  the  affec- 
tion being  of  a nervous  kind,  and^  imagining 
that  the  pains  might  be  the  cffe£l  of  periodical 
fpafm,  1 had  recourfe  to  the  calx  of  zinc.  That 
we  might  be  more  certain  of  its  aftion,  I premi- 
fed  to  its  ufe  the  employment  of  an  emetic. 
Thefe  medicines,  however,  were  not  attended 
with  any  better  effea.  And,  at  length,  the  re- 
gularity of  the  fits  continuing  with  increafing 
Ihivering,  I was  led  to  the  opinion  of  its  being 
an  anomalous  intermittent.  On  this  fuppofition, 

I refolved  on  the  trial  of  the  common  cure,  the 

Peruvian 
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Peruvian  bark.  Even  fuppofing  the  afFeftion  to' 
be  of  the  nervous  kind,  I was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  produdlive  of  any  bad  effect ; and, 
if  it  was  an  intermittent,  I had  good  ground  to 
hope  for  a cure.  The  eVent,  as  I have  already 
obferved,  verified  the  conjedbure  ; and  the  pa- 
tient, from  the  ufe  of  it,  was  Toon  freed  from  all 
his  fymptoms.  I did  not,  however,  reckon  it 
prudent  immediately  to  intermit  the  ufe  of  the 
bark.  For,  by  this*  means,  fuch  fevers  are  fre- 
quently fuffered  to'relapfe,  when  it  would  not  o- 
therwife  be  the  cafe.  I continued  him,  there- 
fore, the  ufe  of  it  for  fome  time  after  the  fymp- 
toms  were,  in  a great  meafure,  ended  j yeti 
gave  him  only  a dofe  every  morning  and  evening. 
During  all  this  time,  there  was  no  fymptom  of  a 
relapfe.  I reckoned  it,  therefore,  unnecelTary 
that  he  fliould  continue  attendance  any  longer. 
And,  as  I have  not  fince  heard  of  him,  I prefume 
he  continues  in  perfedt  health. 


Sequel. 


; This  patient  continued  free  from  all  the  fymp- 
Jf  toms  with  which  he  had  been  affeaed,  and  return- 
I ed  to  his  ufual  employment  of  a chairman,?  in  the 
i fiscercile  of  which  he  ftill  continues. 


CASE 
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C A S E XV. 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Dyfphagia,  cured  by  the 
ufe  of  Electricity. 

W , a married  woman,  in  the  thirty-  j 

firfl;  year  of  her  age,  admitted  February  14.  j 

1777,  complains  of  difficult  and  painful  dcgluti-  \ 

tion,  efpecially  on  attempting  to  fwallow  any  fo-  i 

( 

lid  aliment.  This  occafions  fo  much  uneafmefs,  } 
that,  for  thefe  fix  months  paft,  fhe  has  not  eat 
any  thing,  but  has  lived  entirely  upon  food  in  a 
fluid  ftate,  which  Ihe  can  fwallow  without  much 
inconvenience.  Upon  infpeding  the  fauces,  no- 
thing can  be  feen.  But  fhe  thinks  that  ffie  can 
feel  two  fmall  vefications  or  ulcerated  fores  at  the  ■ 
root  of  her  tongue.  Her  pulfe  and  belly  arc  na-  \ 
tural,  and  her  menfes  regular.  * 

She  was  firfl  affefled  with  this  complaint  a- 
'.bout  twelve  months  ago,  without  any  evident 
'caufe.  Not  long  after  it  firfl  began,  a tumour  ' . 
appeared  in  her  throat,  which  fuppurated,  and  . 
fooii  again  difappeared.  Since  that  time  fhe  has  ’ 

been 
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been  alFe£lcd  with  fimilar  lumours,  which  have 
always  gone  off  without  coming  to  fuppuration. 
She  has  taken  mercury  to  a very  confiderable 
extent;  and  lil-Lewife  many  other  medicines,  with 
the  nature  of  whkh  fbe  is  unacquainted.  But 
Hie  has  derived  no  benefit  from  any  of  them. 
Eliciantur  fcintillae  ^leciricae  e faucibus  exter- 
nis  ter  in  jeptimana^  et  capiat  omni  noEle  Ein6lu- 
r-ae  Fuliginis  dmchmas  dims  bora  decubantis, 
February  22.  She  has  fome  ficknefs  at  flomach, 
from  the  -tinftura  fullgini-s.  , She  lias  been  thrice 
deftrified  fince  ihe  15th  ■;  and  Ihe  thinks  that 
file  can  now  fwallow  with  iitore  eafe  •:  but  fhe  flill 
eompiains  of  conftant  pain  in  her  throat. 

Intermittatur  Tinctura  Fuliginis,  xontinuetur  e^ 

^ I 

kclricitas,  ut  antea, 

March  i.  The  -elediricity  has  been  regularly 
continued.  She  ftill  complains  of  the  pain  in  her 
throat.  But  fhe  now  fwallows  folid  food  with 
much  more  eafe  than  fhe  has  done  for  thefe  fix 
months  paft.  She  now  complains  much  of  un- 
eafinefs  and  fwelling  at  her  ftomach,  from  wind, 
which  returns  every  day  abo.ut  noon. 

Continuetur  eledricitas,  Et 

Tindurae  aromaticae  unciam  unam. 

Aquae  Menthae  Piperitidis  uncias  quatuor,  M, 
Z.  Capiat 
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Capiat  femunciam  quotidie  hora  undecima 
matutina.  !• 

March  8.  She  ftill  corltinues-  to  fwallow  with 
much  more  facility  than  formerly  ; and  her  fl:o- 
mach  complaints  have  been  confidera'oly  eafier 
fince  fhe  began  tor  ufe  the  mixture  ; but  flie  is 
hill  much  afFei^cd  with-  the  pain  in  her  throat. 
Continuentur  medicamenta,  ■ 

March  15.  t^he  is  now  free  from  her  ftornach 
complaints,  and  fhe  fwallows  folid  food  with  very 
little  difheuity.  But  die  {fill  complains  of  fome  ■ 
fixed  pain,  which  is  now  chiefly  confined  to  the 
left  li.de  of  her  neck. 

Intermittatur  mijlura.  < Continuetur  electricitas^ 
et  illinatur  oleupi  camphoratum  parti  dolenti  cervi- 
cis ^ omni  inane  et  vejpere. 

March  29.  She  did  not  get,  the  camphorated  , 

oil,  as  was  ordered;  and,  as  fhe  has  been  for 

✓ 

foine  time  in  the  country,  the  electricity  has  been 
omitted.  She  has  now  no  difficulty  in  fwallow- 
ing.  But  fhe  flill  complains  fomewhat  of  the 
fixed  pain  in  her  throat.  _ - , 

Intermittatur  eledricitas)  fed  utatur  oleo  cam- • 
phorato. 


\ ' 


Obfer-  : 
< 


■ i 

i 
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Obfervations  delivered  April  1 2. 

The  difeafe  of  this  patient,  both  in  its  na- 
ture and  appearance,  is  . very  peculiar.  The 
•affeftion  confifts  of  one  fymptom  only,  difficult 
! deglutition.  This  is  well  known,  to  occur  as  a 
I fymptom  in  various  dilcafts  ; and  it  is  in  parti- 
cular often  obferved  in  cynanche.  n 
I '-But,  befidesthis,  it  is  confidiered  :iii  mod  nofo- 
t logical  fyftemS  as  conrtituting  a particular  genus 

iof  difeafe  by  itfelf.  In  thejyffem  of  Mr  Linnae- 
us, it  is  termed  Aglutitio  j in  that  of  Vogel,  Oefo- 
phagifmus.  ' But,  of  all  others,  the  moll  minute 
and  accurate  account  of  it,  is  under  the  article  of 
Dyfphagia,  by  Sauvage.  To  this  getius  he  has. 
It  referred  no  lefs  than  nineteen  different'  fpccies ; 

all  of  them  inftances  in  which  difficult  dcglutitain 
'i  arofe  from  different  caufes.  Yet  the  defeription 
J of  none  of  them,  by  any  means,  correfponds,  to 

' 1 

1 <hat  in  the  cafe  now  before  us.  Of  thefe,  fouie, 
1 as  the  paralytica,  afford  examples  of  its  proceed- 
I -ing  from  want  of  the  moving  power.  /Others, 
f as  fpafmodica,  from  the  effect  of  Itridlure  occur- 
t ring  in  the  effort  tofwallow  j and  all  the  others 
1 arile  from  fome  particular  local  affedion,  about 
fc  the  pharynx  or  oefophagus.  He  has  mentioned  no 
orie, 
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one,  however,  which  was  the  mere  efFcd  of  pain  ii> 
the  adionof  fwallowing,  without  any  obvious  caufc 
and  that,  too,  wlicre  the  pain  was  fo  fituatedy  that, 


if  there  was  any  local  afteaion,  it  mult  ncceffarily 
have  been  vifible.  As  far,  however^  aS'  our  ob- 
fervatioo  went,  no-  obvious  affedion  could  here 
be  difeovered.  Ihe  patient  herfelf,^  indeod,  al- 
ledged,  that  flae  had  a feeling  in  her  throat  re- 
fembling  that  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  a vefication  : ' And  a gentleman,  who  bad 
occalion  to  treat  this  patient  before  flie  came  un- 
der our  care,  thought,  that,  atone  time,  he  could 
difcover  fometbing  of  this  kind.  Yet,,  although 
fuch  might  then  have  exlfted,.  I can  have  little 
doubt  that  they  had  difappeared  before  fhe  came 
under  ou-r  care. 

At  the  time,  therefore,  when  we  began  the 

treatment  of  this  patient’s  cafe,  wfe  are  to 

confider  her  as  fubjed  t-o ‘difficult  deglutition, 

not  from  obftrudion,  but  from  pain  j and 
\ 

that  pain,  too-,  arifing  from  parts  which  w'ere  vifi-« 
ble  on  infpeding  the  fauces,  and  feemed  to  be  af- 
feded  ^^itb  no  apparent  difeafe.  I have  never 
before 'had'occaficn  to  treat  any  cafe  where  the 
fymptoras  were  fimilar  to  the  prefent.  And 
here,  I apprehend,-  there  is  no  room  for  enter- 
taining any  fufpicion  as  to  the  reality  of  the  affec- 


1 


! 

I 


1 


I 

f 
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tion.  The  patient  could  have  no  objed,  either 
in  deceiving  us,  or  thofe  under  whofe  care  Ihe  had 
been,  before  we  treated  her ; and  (he  (hewed  no 
indication  of  that  ftate  of  mind  which  would  lead 
her  to  deceive  hcrfelf.  Befides  this,  previous  to 
her  coming  under  our  care,  (he  had  been  fubje(R 
to  difeafes  of  the  throat,  in  which,  on  di(Ferent 
occafioDS,  the  fymptoms  were  obvious.  Thefe 
are  defcribed  in  the  hiftory  before  us,  according 
to  the  account  given  by  the  patient  her(elf.  I 
may  now,  however,  add,  that,  in  the  former  fore 
throats,  there  was  fomething  which  (he  did  not 
mention  to  the  gentlemen  who  drew  up  the  hi- 
ftory. Although  (he  be  a woman  of  a decent  ap- 
pearance, yet  her  former  fore  throats  were  ve- 
nereal. It  was  on  this  account  that  (he  had  ta- 
ken the  mercury  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  ; which, 
although  it  healed  the  ulcerations  in  the  throat, 
had  no  eifed  in  removing  the  particular  pain  on 
deglutition. 

As  to  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  difeafe,  then,  I 
have  little  doubt  that  it  derived  its  origin  from  a 
venereal  infedion,  and  from  that,  too,  as  indu- 
cing a venereal  fore  throat.  Yet  I reckon  it  to 
be  a matter  of  very  great  uncertainty,  how  far  it 
could  properly  be  conftdered  as  a venereal  fymp- 

tonij 
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tom,  when  we  began  the  treatment  of  this  cafe  5 j 
that  is,  how  far  it  could  be  viewed,  as  depending  I 
on  'the  venereal  virus.  1 muft  own,  that,  as  it 
bad;  already,  refifted  mercury,  and,  as  there  were 
nb -obvious  appearances,  l.was  inclined  to  confi- 
der  it  in  a different  light.  From  the  circumftance 
of  the  patient  being  able  to  fwallow  liquids  and 
not  folids,  it  is  evident  that  the  pain  was  not  gi* 
ven  by  the  effort ito  fwallow  ; for,  with  a bolus 
of  a proper  fize,  there  is  the  leaft  efiort  required. 
And  it  is  not  unfrequent  in  the  angina,  that  pa- 
tients have  more  pain  in  fwallowing  fpittle  than  ; 
fohd  food  ; aithough  thercJare  certain  dates  of 
the  inflamed  parts,  in  which  the  pain  inufl  arife 
from  the  touch  of  any  folid  ; and  then,  proba-  : 
bly,  from  the  augmented  fenfiblliiy  of  the  nerves, 
in  confcquence  of  their  being  put  upon  the 
flretch.  i.-;  ■ 

[ confidered  the  prefent  cafe,  then,  although  of 
a different  nature,  yet  to  be,  in  fome  meafure,  a-  1 
rialogoLis  to  this,  I viewed  it -as  an  inflance  of 
an  i.ncreafed.fetaflbility  of  the  pharynx,  from  a pe- 
culiar flate  of  thet^xtreniity  of  the  nerves  ; and  I . 
confidered  this  ffate  of  the.merves  to  have  arilen  i 
there  from  the  venereal  affeftion  to  which  thefe 
parts  had  formerly  ^een  fubjedt.  This,  then,  is  * 


i 
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niy  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafc.^  V\Tere  I tq;- 
give  a name  to  it,  1 could  only  refer  it  to  the  dyf- 
phagia  of  IVlr  Sauvage.  And,  to  the  different 
fpccies  which  he  has  enumerated,  I would  add  a- 
nother  under  the  title  of  Dyfphagia  Dolorofai 
But,  how  far  either  the  name  is  proper,  or,  the, 
conjedure  well  founded,  may,  perhaps,  with' 
many  of  you,  be  ^natter  of  doubt.  1 ain  far 
from  alledging,  that  the  fuppofition  now  fuggeft- 
I ed  is  founded  on  any  certain,  or  even  very  pro- 
bable grounds,.  I am  fehfible,’  that  it  is  not  on- 

Ily  liable  to  many  difficulties,  but  that  there  are 
other  fuppofitions^  on  which  the  phaenomena' 
might  be  explained.  Yet,  after  attentively  con- 
: fide  ring  the  cale,  1 was  led  to  adopt  the  preient, 
as  what  feemed  to  me  lead  improbable.  And  I 
: cannot  help  thinking,  that,  by  the  effeds  of  the 
I treatment,  and  the  termination  which  it  already 
ieems  to  have  had,  the  conjedure  has  been  in 
^ fome  meafure  verified.  While,  at  the  fame  time, 
j nothing  occurred  during  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
i cafe,  to  lead  me  to  alter  this  opinion. 
i 1 mufl:  own,  that,  when  the  patient  carne  under 
i our  care,  I was  very  doubtful  as  to  the  termina- 
tion  of  this  cafe.  I was,  however,  by  no  means, 
(}  difpofed  to  form  a favourable  judgment ; for, 

fuppofmg 
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fuppofing  the  conjedlure  well  founded,  no  affec- 
tions are  more  varied,  as  to  their  termination,  than 
thofe  of  the  nervous  kind  ; they  will  fometimes 
yield  in  the  mofl;  unexpected  manner  ; and,  at  o. 
tlier  times,  will  remain  obftinately  fixed  without 
alteration,  while  even  the  moll  powerful  medi- 
cines have  been  employed.  When,  therefore,  it 
had  already  continued  fo  long,  1 did  not,  I own, 
look  for  any  hidden  change  for  the  better  ; and, 

I imagined,  if  that  fuch  a change  did  happen,  it  , 
would  be  from  the  difeafe  turning  out  to  be  of  a 
different  nature  from  what  I expected.  But,  ' 
without  that  being  the  cafe,  it  has  now,  I hope,  j 
had  a termination,  and  that,  too,  more  favour-  j 
dble  than  I looked  for.  I would  not,  however,  ' 
pofitively  afiert,  that  this  patient  is  already  radi-  j 
cally  cured.  Yet,  from  the  recovery  being  fome-  | 
what  gradual,  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  there  ^ 
is  a better  chance  of  its  being  permanent.  And, 
at  the  fame  time,  I muff  own,  that  I am  difpofed 
to  aferibe  it  to  the  treatment  to  which  our  pa- 
tient was  here  fubjeCled. 

Concerning  the  plan  of  cure  to  be  followed  in 
this  cafe,  I was  no  lefs  uncertain,  than  with  re- 
gard to  the  prognofis.  Yet,  1 refolved  to  try  fome- 

tiling  on  the  idea  already  fuggefted,  refpeding  the 

nature 
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nature  of  the  difeafe.  It  will,  perhaps,  feera 
ftrange,  that,  with  this  view,  I lliould  have  had 
recourfe  to  electricity,  a remedy  well  known  to 
be  of  fingular  utility  as  augmenting  fenfibility. 
From  this  it  might  be  concluded  very  ill  adapted 
to  a cafe  in  which  I fuppofed  the  fenfibility  already 
morbidly  increafed.  I have,  however,  already 
I oftener  than  once  obferved,  that  1 confider  the 
I power  of  electricity  as  a medicine  to  be  as  yet  nei- 
I ther  thoroughly  underflood  nor  properly  explain- 
I ed.  For  my  own  part,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
; difcover  the  aClion  of  eleClricity,  1 am  perfuaded, 

: that  it  is  not  more  ufeful  in  augmenting  nervous 

I energy  where  it  is  deficient,  than  in  reftoring  to 
a natural  condition,  when  it  is  morbidly  affeCled 
in  other  refpeCls.  In  what  manner  it  produces 
fuch  a change,  I cannot  pretend  to  fay,  at  ieaft,,with 
any  degreeof  confidence.  On  this  fubjeCl,  however, 
I have  fometimes  indulged  myfelf  in  conjectures  5 
and  thefe  I fhall  not  fcruple  to  fubinit  to  your 
i confideration.  1 confider  morbid  fenfibility  as  de- 
f pending  on  one  of  two  circuinftances  j on  the  Itate 
ii  of  the  fentient  extremities  of  the  nerves,  or  on  the 
condition  of  the  nervous  fluid.  I cannot  help  thirik- 

!ing,  that  eleCtricity  may  have  fome  influence  on 
both.  It  will  afleCl  the  Hate  of  the  extremities, 

: A a .in 
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in  as  far  as  it  ads  as  a ftimulus  to  moving  fibres^ 

It  will  afFed  the  ftate  of  the  nervous  fluid,  as  every 
ftimulus,  applied  to  the  extremity  of  the  nerves, 
mufl  communicate  its  effeds  to  the  origin.  And, 
by  this  means,  it  may  alter  the  ftate  of  adion  in 
the  brain  in  general,  or,  at  leaft,  in  tint  part  of 
the  brain  furnifhing  fecreted  fluid  to  the  nerves 
morbidly  affeded.  For,  I am  difpofed  to  think, 
that  the  brain  is  to 'be  'confidered  not  as  one  fe- 
creting  organ,  but  as  a colledion  of  fecreting  or- 
gans, And  that  the  fluid  feparated  at  one  time, 
which  is  conveyed  into  different  nerves,  may  not 
poffefs  the  fame  general  properties.  ; 

It  was  in  expedation  of  fuch  effeds  that  I 
thought  of  employing  it  with  the  prefent  patient. 
When  I firft  direded  it,  however,  I had  fome  i- 
dea  that  the  pain  might  alfo,  in  fome  meafure, 
depend  on  a fpafmodic  affedion  ; and  it  was  on 
this  account,  that,  as  an  antifpafmodic,  I ordered 
the  tindura  fuliginis.  But,  from  the  pain  being  to  ! 
fome  degree  conftant,  and  from  the  patient  not 
complaining  of  any  particular  fenfe  of  ftridure,  I 
was,  at  laft,  led  to  drop  this  opinion;  and,  as  the 
tindura  fuliginis  occafioned  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  ' 

1 omitted  it,  employing  the  eledricity  alone . Here 
it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  I employed  e- 
; ^ ^ ledricity 


\ * f 


and  observations.  187- 

ledricity  In  the  way  of  fparks  only,  as  it  is  in  this 
manner  that  it  exerts,  principally,  its  aftion  on 
the  extremity  of  the  nerves,  and  this  was  the  ef- 
fea  chiefly  wanted  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Even 
the  firft  trials  feemed  to  produce  fome  good  ef- 
; fe£t  y and,  from  continuing  it  for  the  fpace  of  a 
fortnight  only,  flie  fwallowed  eafler  than  fhe  had 
‘done  for  fix  months  before.  She  became,  how- 
ever, at  this  time,  alFeded  with  periodical  com- 
i plaints,  from  wind  in  her  ftomach.  This,  how- 
: ever,  I confidered  as  merely  an  accidental  cir- 
: cumftance,  and  unconneded  with  the  difeafe  al- 
■ ready  mentioned.  Yet,  I thought  proper  to  order 

Ifor  this  complaint  a mixture  of  the  tindlura  aroma- 
. tica,  with  peppermint-water,  which,  in  a fhorttime 
i was  attended  with  the  defired  elfe£i: ; and,  by 
the  continuance  of  the  eledricity,  the  patient  is 
1 now  entirely  free  from  any  difficulty  in  fwallow- 

iing,  infomuch  that  I have  not  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  continue  it  any  longer.  As,  however, 
{he  fiill  complains  of  fome  fixed  pain,  I have  or- 
dered friction  of  the  parts,  externally,  with  cam- 
( phoratedoil,  which,  I hope,  may  foon  remove  it. 

)But,  as  this  patient  lives  at  a confiderable  di- 
{lance,  and  is  now  gone  to  her  own  habitation, 
I'  it  is  doubtful,  whether  we  {hall,  after  this,  hear 

much 


I 

I 
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much  with  regard  to  her.  This,  probably,  will 
only  happen  if  there  be  a return  of  the  aflFeftion. 
And,  if  I hear  nothing  to  the  contrary,  I think,  I 
may  infer,  that  Ihe  continues  in  health. 

Sequel, 

This  patient,  after  returning  to  her  hufband’s 
houfe,  which  was  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles 
from  Edinburgh,  continued  for  a fliort  time  the 
friftion  with  the  camphorated  oil.  The  fixed  pain 
gradually  went  off,  and  (he  had  no  occafion  to 
ule  any  other  medicine. 


Ohfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Faralyfis^  treated  by  Er 
ledricity. 


ruary  i8.  1777,  is  affected  with  al- 
moft  the  total  lofs  of  the  power  of  motion  of  his 
right  hand.  His  right  leg  is  alfo  much  affeded^ 
in  a fimilar  manner.  The  hand  and  foot  are 


CASE  XVI 


S , a boy  aged  fix,  admitted 


fo  me  what 
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fomewhat  incurvated ; but  the  fenfation  of  the 
parts  affefted  is  not  much  diminilhed.  His  pulfe 
is  natural,  his  belly  rather  bound,  and  his  appe- 
tite fomewhat  impaired. 

He  has  laboured  under  thefe  paralytic  fymp- 
toms  for  near  five  years  part.  He  was,  at  that 
time,  affefted  with  fmall  pox,  and  foon  after 
i with  the  chincough  and  mealies.  Thefe  difeafes 
I were  very  fevcre  j and  to  thefe  fucceeded  the 
; prefent  alFedion,  which  has  continued,  with 

Svery  little  variation,  ever  fince. 

For  the  removal  of  the  prefent  complaint  he 

ihas  ufed  no  medicines. 

Accipiat,  ter  in  Jeptimana,  idus  eledricos  qua- 
tuor  ad  gradum  Jecundum,  et  eliciamur  fcintillae 
a'  eledricae  e latere  dextro. 

'■  March  1.  The  eledlricity  has  been  regularly 
i)  continued,  and  he  moves  both  his  leg  and  arm 
:r  with  greater  eafe  fince  it  was  begun.  And  his 
M mother  thinks  that  the  alFedled  arm  is  now  fome- 
i what  more  plump  and  full  than  it  was  before  the 
i':  cledrical  fparks  were  drawn  from  it. 

, Continuetur  eledricitas,  fed  accipiat  finguUs  vi- 
i cibus  idus  eledricos  fex  ad  gradum  tertium, 

^ March  8.  He  now  moves  his  arm  with  much 
T,  greater  facility  than  formerly.  Continuetur  elec- 

tricitas, 
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irkitas,  et  accipiat  idus  o6lo  ad  gradum  tertium 
fingulis  vicibus, 

March  15.  He  continues  to  recover,  gradually, 
the  power  both  of  his  arm  and  leg.  Continuetur  5 i 
eledrkitas,  et  accipiat  ictus  duodecim  ad  gradum  i | 
tertium. 

March  22.  Continues  daily  to  gain  more  power 
of  motion  in  his  arm.  And  he  walks  both  with 
much  greater  eafe  and  firmnefs  than  before.  Con- 
tinuetur eleclrkitas^  et  accipiat  idus  quindecem  ad 
gradum  tertium.  ■ 

March  29.  Continues  to  recover.  Continue- 
tur eledrkitas ^ ut  antea. 

April  5.  Continues  to  recover.  Continuetur 
ehdricitas . 

April  12.  Continues  to  recover  both  flrength  and 
motion  in  the  affe£fed  fide,  and  feels  no  incon- 
venience from  the  electricity.  Continuetur,  et  ac- 
cipiat  ftngulis  vicibus  idus  quindecem  ad  gradum 

Obfervations  delivered  April  ip*  I 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  affords  us  an  evident  | 
example  'of  a difeafe  with  regard  to  which  | 
there  is  no  room  for  doubt.  In  the  aflPec- 

I 

tion  < 


I 


quartum. 
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Jtlon  to  which  this  patient  is  fubjeded,  we 
1 have  an  evident  inftance  of  paralyfis.  With 
1 this  patient  the  power  of  motion  merely  is  diminifh- 
I cd,  and  the  fenfibility  very  little  afFeded  5 while, 
at  the  fame,  time,  the  circulation  is,  in  a great 
1 ineafure,  in  its  natural  ftate  in  the  affeded  part ; 
and  thefe  parts  are  very  little,  if  in  any  percep- 
tible degree,  wafted.  At  the  fame  time,  howe- 
ver, the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  by  no  means  in- 
: confiderable.  For  here,  both  the  leg  and  arm  of  the 
right  fide  are  affeded  to  an  equal  degree ; and, 
as  this  lofs  of  motion  is  not  accompanied  with  a 

Iwant  of  fenfibility,  which  is  the  only  thing  that 
could  fhew  evidently  an  affedion  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  fide,  we  may  conclude  that  the  dif- 
eafe  extends  to  the  other  parts  alfo,  and  that  the 
paralyfis  is  really  what  may  be  called  Hemiplegia. 
J By  fome,  hemiplegia  is  confidered  as  a ge- 
^ nus  of  difeafe  by  itfelf.  But,  if  the  term  is  at  all 
1 to  be  ufed,  it  may,  I apprehend,  with  greater 
propriety,  be  employed  for  diftjnguifhing  a par- 
9 ticular  fpecies  only  of  palfy. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  you  will  readily  conclude, 
that,  both  for  giving  a prognofis,  and  for  conduc- 
1 ting  the  pradice,  feveral  queftions  are  fuggefted. 
J And  one  of  the  fir  ft  and  principal  in  the  prefent 

inftance 
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inftance  is,  whether  the  lofs  of  motion  proceeds 
from  an  alteration  of  the  condition  of  the  me- 
dium which  conduds  fenfe  and  motion,  or  of  the 
channels  by  which  that  medium  is  conveyed  ? • 
On  the  fuppofition  that  the  latter  is  the  cafe,  it  ■ 
is  to  be  confidered,  whether  it  depends  on  ero- 
fion,  comprcffion,  or  any  other  caufe?  And,  fup- 
pofmg  comprcffion  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  whether  that  comprcffion  be  at  any  part 
in  the  courfe  of  the  nerves,  or  at  their  origin  ? 
My  conjedure  refpeding  the  prefent  cafe  is,  that 
the  caufe  is  of  a complicated  nature.  Here  the 
difeafc  feems  evidently  to  have  derived  its  origin 
from  a long  continued  fucceffion  of  preceding 
alfedions.  This  patient  was  attacked  with  tlie 
fmall-pox,  meafles,  and  chincough,  fucceeding 
each  other  at  very  ffiort  intervals  ; and  by  thefe 
he  was  left  in  the  prefent  fituation.  Probably, 

/ this  date  has  been  rather  occafioned  by  their  ha- 
ving given  rife  to  compreffion,  than  by  any  other  , 
means.  That  this  compreffion,  however,  docs  i 
not  ad  on  the  nerves,  in  their  courfe,  is  fuffici- 
ently  proved  from  the  extent  of  the  difeafe.  It  , 
would  feem,  that  the  operation  is  confined  to  one 
hemifphere  of  the  brain.  -And  there,  probably, 
it  ads  as  altering  the  date  of  fecretion  by  that 

hemifphere  j 


4 
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i hemifphcre  ; or,  in  other  words,  giving  a con- 
4 dition  of  adion  of  that  hemifphere,  furnifhing  a 

(nervous  fluid  with  Itfs  than  the  natural  degree  of 
mobility. 

! This  conjedure,  with  regard  to  the  caufe  of  the 
paralyfis,  in  the  prtfent  inllance,  would  not  lead  us 
'1  to  a favourable  prognofis,  efp'ecially  when,  with  a 
ti  patient,  at  a period  of  life  when  the  conflitut’.on  is 
I fubjeded  to  fo  many  changes,  it  has  already  fubfift- 
1 ed  for  levera!  years.  By  natural  means,  however, 

) thecomprefflon,  if  it  do  exift,  may  yet  be  removed, 
i And,  if  this  be  effeded  fro  n a reftoration  of  a 
>t  due  adion  of  the  brain,  the  difeafe  may  be  corn» 

3 pleatly  cured.  But,  even  without  this,  by  arti- 
:i  ficial  means,  it  may  yet  admit  of  being  alleviated. 

I And,  it  is  with  fuch  a view,  that  1 have  put  the 
*'  prefent  patient  in  the  ufe  of  eledricity.  For  I 
r imagine  that,  although  the  caufe  of  the  complaint 
I remain,  yet  the  adkm  of  the  brain  may  be  fo 
1 far  altered,  as  to  give,  at  lead,  a greater  degree 
of  mobility  to  the  nervous  fluid  than  it  has  at 
' prefent.  And  this  I wifli  to  eft'ed,  both  by  fliocks  - 
; ading  upon  the  fydem  in  general,  and  by  fparks 
. drawn  from  the  aflFcded  parts  giving  a peculiar 
; ftimulus  to  the  extremity  of  the  nerves,  and  from 
1 tlicnce  to  be  communicated  to' their  origin. 

B b 
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Our  patient  has  now  continued  ele(!T:ricity 
for  fome  time,  and  it  has  unqueftionably  been  i 
fo  far  produdive  of  good  effeds.  The  arm 
has  even,  in  fome  meafure,  changed  its  ex-  ' 
ternal  appearance.  It  is  foinewhat  more  plump 
and  full  than  formerly,  and  with  this,  has 
recovered  a confiderable  degree  of  motion.  I 
may,  however,  obferve,  that  the  motion  is  as  yet ' 
by  no  means  compleatly  recovered,  and  that  the  ; 
progrefs  was  greater  at  firrt;  than  it  has  been  for 
fome  time  pad. 

Notwithiiianding  what  has  been  done,  there-  ' 
fore,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fear  that  the  prefent  i 
is  one  of  thofe  indances  where,  although,  from 
the  fird  appearances  there  were  flattering  hopes, 
yet  the  dediricity  will  not  be  fufiiaent  entirely  to 
remove  the'dileafe.  1 cannot  help  thinking,  that 
this,  in  fome  meafure,  corroborates  my  conjedure 
refpeding  the  compreflion  of  the  brain  being  the 
original  caufe  ; for  fuch  compreflion  eledricity 
cannot  readily  remove.  And,  while  this  comprd- 
fion  remains,  although  the  adion  of  the  hemi- 
fphcre  of  the  brain  affeded  may  be,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  yet  it  cannot  be  entirely  redored.  If,  however, 
he  continue  to  attend  regularly,  1 fliajl  yet  be 
difpofed  to  ufe  this  remedy  for  fome  length 
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of  time,  and  that,  too,  without  any  other  mode 
of  cure  being  conjoined  with  it,  principally,  that 
I may  fee  what  can  be  done  in  this  cafe  by  elec- 
. tricity  alone.  If,  however,  I find,  that  it  makes 
I no  farther  progrefs,  1 have  next  thoughts  of  re- 
iw  commending  an  ilTue  in  the  neck, 'by  which 
4 there  is  fome  chance  at  leaft  of  removing  ferous 

r<  comoreffion  from  the  brain.  And,  indeed,  if 

■\  * 

the  comprelfion  be  of  any  other  kind,  we  can 
I hardly  now  expert  a removal  of  it.  The  pre- 
ii  fent  is  alfo  a cafe  where  fomething  may  be  ex- 
j peeled  from  fternutatories.  But,  I confider  the 
I,  patient  as  at  too  early  a period  of  life  for  a trial 
of  any  ftrong  medicines  of  this  kind.  And  the 
Came  circumftance  is  alfo  an  objedlion  to  a mer- 
[|  curial  courfe.  In  cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  nieans 
;)  already  fuggefted,  then  I fliall  probably  difinifs 
c this  patient,  recommending  it  to  him  to  make 
;*  trial  of  other  remedies  when  he  is  better  able  to 
; bear  them. 


Sequel. 


The  ele<S;ricity  was  continued  for  a few  weeks 
f longer,  and  the  patient  was  then  difmiffed,  with- 
' out  any  other  medicine  being  ufed.  His  com- 
!<  plaints  were  not  entirely  gone,  but  very  confide- 
rably  relieved. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVII. 

. j 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Diarrhoea,  attended 
with  bloody  Stools,  treated  by  different  Aftrin^  ; 

gents»  ! 

j. 

L a woman  aged  fifty,  admitted  ! 

March  7.  1777,  is  affected  with  frequent'  ’j 
dejeftions  of  foeculent  matter  in  a diluted 'ftate,  j 
The  {tools  are  fometimcs  ftreaked  with  blood, 

I 

and  attended  with  pain  rn  her  bowels.  She  at-  i 
fo  complains  of  tenefmos  and  flatulency  j and  | 
{he  is  frequently  affected  with  headach.  When  ] 
fhe  ufes  vegetables  in  food,  flie  obfervcs,  that, 
for  the  mofl  part,  they  are  difeharged  undigefted.  . 
Her  pulfe  is  natural,  and  her  appetite  ‘unimpair- 
ed ; taut  {he-  is  affected  with  thirff,  particularly 
during  the  night  ; and  her  {kin  feels  more  dry 
’ than  natural.  Her  tongue,  however,  is  moilL 
She  has  had  no  menilrual  difcharge  for  thefe  fix  . 
years  part. 

Her  prefent  complaints  began  about  nine 

months  ago,  and  fhe  imputes  them  to  cold.  She 

has 
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t has  taken  many  medicines,  but  (he  has  derived 
f very  I trle  relief  from  them. 

J Si  [nfuft  Japonici  uncias  fex, 

* Laudani  Liquidi  guttas  quadraginta. 

]■  Syrupi  fimplicis  unciam  unam.  M.  Capiat 
! ^ • unciam  unam  omni  no6l e hora  fomni^  nec  non 

capiat  omni  mane  Decodii  Campechenfts 

I 

uncias  quatuor. 

March  22.  Has  taken  her  medicines  regularly, 

(i  from  which  fhe  feels  no  uneafinefs  at  ftoiuach. 

•1 

i Her  ftools  are  now  lefs  frequent,  and  fhe  is  lefs 
affedled  with  tenefmus  than  formerly.  Ihe  mat- 
•j  ter  difeharged  does  not  now  contain  any  mixture 
I of  blood;  but  fhe  flill  difeharges  much  flune, 

m 

■i  Continuentur  medicamenta> 

April  5.  She  has  taken  no  medicines  for  thefe 
q eight  days  paft,  and  her  loofenefs  is  now  as  fre- 
L quent  as  it  was  before.  1 here  is  a very  great 
1 difeharge  of  fluny  matter,  but  no  blood.  Her 
I pulfe  is  about  eighty  in  the  minute,  but  with  fre- 
1 quent  inter. niffions,  which,  however,  do  not  oc- 
i cur  regularly.  She  is  affedfed  with  much  thirfl ; 

» and,  although  her  tongue  be  clean,  yet  it  is  mere 
; dry  than  formerly. 

Intermittatur  DecoStum  Campechenfe.  Continue 

• etur  Infufum  Japonicum^  ut  antea.  Et 


15.  Pulveris 
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Pulveris  Rhei  fcrupulum  unum 
Magneftae  Albae  femidrachmam.  M.  Capiat 
dofin  hora  odava  matutina^  alternis  die- 
bus. 

April  12.  She  has  ftill  frequent  loofe  ftools,  ^ 
but  {he  has  difcharged  almoft  no  fliine  fmce  fhc 
began  the  powders.  And  fhe  is  in  other  refpeds 
eafier.  Continuentur  medicamenta. 

April  19.  Her  loofe  {tools  have  been  rather 
increafed  in  frequency,  for  fome  days  paft,  and 
{he  complains  of  being  more  affedled  with  fick- 
nefs  at  {tomach. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta.  Et 
15,  Laudani  liquidi  guttas  fexaginta. 

Tindurae  Rhei  uncias  quatuor. 

. Syrupi  ftmplicis  uncias  duas.  M.  CapiaC 

femunciam  omni  node  hor a fomni . 

April  26.  The  loofenefs  is  confiderably  abated  i 
fmce  {lie  began  her  mixture. 

Continuetur  mijiura  ut  antea. 

Obfervations  delivered  May  16. 

The  dileafe  of  this  patient,  with  refpedt  to  its 
name,  may  be  the  fuhj<  of  fome  difpute  It  is 
not,  however,  fo  much  from  any  diffi'ulty  refpec- 

ting  its  nature,  as  from  the  different  lenfes  in  ^ 

winch  ■ 


/ 
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1 


which  the  fame  terms  have  been  adopted.  There 
are  fome  who  confider  gripes,  tenefmus,  and 
bloody  ftools,  as  conftituting  a dyfentery.  And, 
in  this  fenfe,  we  would  neceffarlly  beflow  that  ap- 
pellation on  the  prefent  alFedtion.  By  the  term 
Dyfentery,  however,  I would  wilh  to  underltand 
a particular  febrile  alfedbon,  depending  on  a fpe- 
cific  contagion.  Of  fach  an  affedlion,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  there  is  no  room  for  entertaining 
any  fufpicion.  And,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  I 
would  adopt  the  term,  I have  little  difficulty  in 
pronouncing  the  difeafe  of  the  prefent  patient  to 
be  a Diarrhoea. 

The  thirfl  and  parched  fkin  which  here 
occur,  are  the  natural  confe.quences  of  a fe- 
rous  difcharge  from  the  fyftem  j while  tenef- 
mus and  bloody  ftools,  as  far  as  they  do  oc- 
cur here,  are  merely  the  effedls  of  an  abraded 
flate  of  the  inteflines.  The  want  of  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge  for  thefe  fix  years  pafl,  is  to  be 
confidered  as  the  natural  flate  of  the  fyftem  j for, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  before  this  difcharge 
ceafed,  our  patient  had  arrived  at  her  forty-fourth 
year,  a period,  before  which,  it  is  not  unfrequent 
that  women  ceafe  to  menflruate. 

In  the  hiflory  of  her  difeafe,  there  is  indeed  one 
circumftance,  which  would  lead  fome  to  confider  the 

I affedion 
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itfitdion  being  fotnewhat  complicated  ; that  is,  j 
the  flate  in  which  vegetable  matters  arc  difcharged 
by  ftool.'  We  are  told,  that,  when  thefe  are  em- 
ployed in  aliment,  they  come  ofF  undigefled.] 
This  has  been,  by  many,  confidered  as  confti- 
tuting  a particular  genus  of  difeafe  ; and,  in  mod 
nofological  fyllems,  it  is  diflingu  died  by  the  title 
of  Lienteria.  I apprehend,  however,  that  it  is 
improperly  confidered  as  a feparate  genus  ; and  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  Dodor  Cullen,  has 
followed  the  bed  plan  in  conjoining  it  with  the 
diarrhoea.  The  prefent  indance  even  affords  ar- 
guments for  fuch  a conjundion ; for  here  the  1 
lienterical  affedion  holds  only  in  a partial  man-  j 
ner ; and,  although  the  diarrhoea  be  of  long 
Handing,  this  fymptom  has  never  gone  to  any  ^ 
great  height. 

Refpedmg  the  termination  of  this  cafe,  I am| 
not  entirely  without  apprehenfion.  I cannot,  in- . 
deed,  as  yet,  fay,  that  it  has  had  any  confiderable 
influence  on  the  fyftem.  The  patient  is  neither  j 
greatly  weakened,  nor  j to  appearance,  of  an  ex- 
haufted  habit.  It  has,  however,  already  fublid- 
ed  for  fome  confiderable  length  of  time,  and  du- 

ting  that  period,-  has'  refilled  the  tfteds  of  vari-  ; 

oas 
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ous  medicines  j of  the  nature  of  thefe,  indeed, 
■ we  have  not  been  able  to  receive  information  5 
I but  there  are  many  reafonable  grounds  for  pre- 
; fuming,  that  they  have  not  been  the  lead  power- 
^ ful.  Since  flie  came  under  our  care,  various- 
; articles  have  been  ufed,  without  the  eifcct  of 
( producing  much  change  on  her  complaint.  And, 
with  regard  to  this  difeafe,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  one  which  is  apt  to  become  habitual  to 
the  fyftem.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  there  is  both 

I 


^greater  difficulty  in  the  cure,  and  greater  cau* 
^ tion  is  requifite,  as  fudden  means  of  checking  it 
are  often  followed  by  difagreeable  confequences. 
In  fuch  a cafe  as  the  prefent,  therefore,  the 
jjobjed  is  to  bring  about  rather  a gradual.than  a. 

fudden  cure  j and,  in  attempting  this,  in  the  pre* 
|ifent  inftance,  many  remedies,  we  are  told,  have 
I been  employed.  Here,  after  the  difeafe  has  been 
I of  fo  long  continuance,  there  is  little  reafoh  to- 
fufpea  any  particular  caufe  affording  irritation, 
by  which  aftion  may  be  induced,  or,  at  leaft,  if 
fuch  irritating  caufe  exifted,  I could  not  imagine 
t of  that  nature  which  could  be  removed  by 


jirt. 

I In  the. prefent  inftance,  then,  I confider  the 
ilifeafe  to  be  the  effed  of  an  increafed  difpofition 
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to  aclion,  and  augmented  fecretion  by  tile  inte- 
ftines  j at  the  fame  time,  this  augmented  fecre- 
.tion  does  not  feem  to  be  the  efFe£l  of  increafed 
determination  to  the  intcftines.  For,  of  this  there 
is  no  evidence  from  the  flate  of  the  pulfe,  of  heat, 
or  any  other  circumflance.  I would,  therefore, 
upon  the  whole,  confider  the  affedlion  before  us 
as  principally  proceeding  from  a relaxed  and  ir- 
ritable ftate  of  the  inteflines.  And  the  cure  of 
it  mufl  depend  on  medicines  capable  of  reftoring 
their  proper  tone,  which  will  have,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  effe£l  of  diminifhing  their  irritability. 
This  lafl  is  an  end  which  is  mofl  immediately 
obtained,  at  leaft,  by  fedative  medicines.  And 
thefe,  in  the  prefent  affedlion,  may  be  produc- 
tive of  good  confequences.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  obferved,  that  although,  as  I have  already  faid, 
I do  not  fufpcfl  any  particular  irritation  to  fub- 
fifl:  conflantly  here  ; yet  fuch  may  be  occafionally 

I 

generated.  And,  from  the  ftate  of  the  bowels 
now  deferibed,  I may  naturally  fuppofe  there 
' will  occur  a remarkable  difpofition  to  acidity,  of 
which,  accordingly,  at  different  times,  evident 
indications  have  appeared. 

It  is  on  thefe  general  principles  that  I have 
already  had  recourfe  ■ to  the  different  medi- 
cines which  have  been  ufed  with  this  patient 
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fince  fhe  came  under  our  care,  particularly,  to 
to  lignum  Campeachenfe,  the  Succus  Japo- 
ponicus,  and  the  Rhubarb,  as  aitringents  and 
tonics ; to  Magnefia  as  an  abforbent,  and  to  the 
liquid  Laudanum  as  a fedative.  From  all  thefc 
the  patient  has  obtained,  at  Icaft,  a temporary  re- 
lief. And  they  would  probably  have  had  more 
cffedt,  if  flie  had  continued  to  take  them  regular- 
ly without  inter miffion.  From  inattention  in  this 
refpect,  however,  after  her  complaints  were  fome- 
what  abated,  flie  had  again  a fevere  return.  But 
fince  that,  by  the  ufe  of  rhubarb,  conjoined 
with  a fmall  proportion  of  liquid  laudanum,  they 
are  again  confiderably  abated.  And  if,  under 
this,  fhe  continues  to  recover,  I fhall  not  think 
of  changing  it. 

If,  hov/ever,  the  loofenefs  flill  continues  ob- 
flinate,  it  is  my  intention  to  try,  with  this 
patient,  a medicine  which  I have  ufed  but  lit- 
tle, that  is,  the  ,Gum  Kino,  an  aftringent  from 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  which  has  not  yet 
found  its  way  into  the  grcateft  part  of  the  mo- 
dern pharmacopoeias.  And  what  I think  indeed 
fomewhat  ftrangc,  it  has  not  even  a place  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Suecica,  which  I confider  to  be 
the  befl  Pharmacopoeia  yet  extant.  Upon  the 
authority,  however,  of  trials  related  by  Doc- 
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tor  Fotherglll,  which  are  publiflied  in  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Obfcrvations,  it  has  had  a place 
in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  ; and,  as  it  is 
found  to  'make  a very  elegant  tinflure,  I have 
thoughts  of  trying  it  in  that  (late.  Should  this 
alfo  fail,  however,  I have  thoughts  of  employing, 
with  tills  patient,  the  Peruvian  bark,  at  the  fame 
time,  conjoining  it  with  a fmall  proportion  of  an 

I 

opiate  ; and,  from  one  or  other  of  thefe  means, 
I am  difpofed  to  hope  for  a good  eflb61:.  I mufl:, 
however,  obferve,  that,  in  the  removal  of  the 
prefent  alFedtion,  much  depends  on  carefully  avoid-, 
ing  exciting  caufes.  And,  by  cold  producing  a de- 
termination to  the  inteftines,  or  by  acrid  matter 
fupporting  irritation  there,  every  other  meafure 
will  be  rendered  abortive.  I conhder,  therefore, 
the  cure  here  as  depending  more  upon  atten- 
tion and  regularity,  on  the  part  of  the  patient, 
than  on  any  meafure  which  we  can  employ. 

'Sequel. 

Under  the  ufe  of  the  mixture,  with  the  tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb,  this  patient’s  loofenefs  continued 
confiderably  diminifhed.  And  her  attendance 
at  the’  Difpenfary  was  foon  afterwards  difconti- • 
nued,  without  any  other  medicine  being  tried. 

CASE 
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CASE  XVIII. 

Objervations  on  ci  Cafe  of  Venereal  Gonorrhoea  ^ 
with  an  Inquiry,  whether  Gonorrhoea  depends 
on  infediious  Matter  of  the  fame  kind  with  that 
which  produces  Syphilis,  or  on  an  infedlious 
Matter  of  a different  kind, 

ipv — ^ 11 in  the  forty -third  year  of  his 

J age,  admitted  March  25,  1777,  is  affeded 

with  a difcharge  of  whitilli  vifcid  matter  from  the 
urethra.  He  complains  alfo  of  much  ardor  u- 
’ rinae,  and  is  alfeded  with  a flight  degree  of  phy- 

I mofis.  The  inflammation  attending  it,  however^ 

> • 

is  but  very  inconfiderable,  [and  the  prepuce  little 
thickened.  He  is  alfo  frequently  troubled  with 
|flrangury.  Pulfe  and  heat  natural,  belly  bound. 
1 He  firfl  perceived  the  running  about  a fort- 
ij  night  ago.  The  other  fymptoms  have  fince  fu- 
1 pervened.  > , . ' , 

I He  afcribes  his  difeafe  to  venereal  infection  j 

I 

I but  he  is  not  certain  of  the  particular  time  at 
ijf  which  he  received  it. 


He 


1 
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« 

He  has  taken  no  medicine  except  a gentle 
purgative,  from  which  he  thinks  he  derived  fome 
relief. 

Pulveris  Sails  Nitri, 

— Gummi  Arabici,  fingulorum  fcrupulum 

iinum*  M.  f.  Pulvis  quater  in  die  fumendus* 
April  5.  The  running  fiill  continues.  The  heat 
of  urine  is  much  as  before ; and  he  thinks  that 
there  is  rather  more  fwelling  and  inflammation  < 
at  the  point  of  the  penis.  , ’ 

Continuetur  Pulvis  Nitrofus,  ut  antea,  fed  | 
capiat  eras  mane,'^  Salis  Glauber i drachmas  decern  | 
in  Aquae  ferventis  uncias  fex  folutas.  Et  iterum 
repetatur  talis  dofts  mane  die  Jovis, 

April  12.  The  falts  operated  well;  and  the 
fwelling  and  inflammation  at  the  point  of  the  pe- 
nis is  confiderably  diminiflied.  He  is  alfo  lefs 
affefted  with  the  ardor  urinae  ; but  the  running 
{till  continues.  Intermittantur  medicamenta,  et  I 
capiat  omni  vefpere  et  mane  pulveris  Corticis  Peru-  * 
viani  femidrachmam,  ' 

April.  19.  The  running  is  confiderably  abated 
fince  he  began  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark ; 
and  he  is  now  but  little  affefted  with  the  ardor 
ttrinae.  Continuetur  Cortex  Peruvianas,  ut  antea, 

Obfer- 
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Obfervatlons  delivered  April  23. 

Refpe£ling  the  difeafe  with  which  this  patient 
is  aiFefted,  there  is  no  room  for  entertaining  any 
: doubt.  There  can  be  no  hefitation  in  pronoun- 

I cing  that,  when  he  came  under  our  care,  he  was 
1 affedled  with*  a gonorrhoea  virulenta,  or  that  pe- 
1 cullar  difcharge  from  the  urethra  which  is  the 
! confequence  of  venereal  infedion.  This,  in  the 
i cafe  before  us,  occurred  in  the  mod  fiinple  date, 
f without  any  appearances  indicating  an  affe^lidh 
| _ of  any  other  kind.  And,  if  it  be  not  now 
J entirely  removed,  it  is,  at  lead,  fo  far  relieved, 
I that  it  is  produftive  of  very  little  inconvenience 
^ to  him.  I will  not,  indeed,  from  this,  pre- 
i tend  to  fay,  that  the  difcharge  may  not  yet  con- 
^ tinue  for  fome  time.  Yet,  I apprehend,  there 
I can  be  no  doubt  in  pronouncing  a favourable 
i prognofis.  And,  indeed,  without  farther  appear- 
t ances,  I diould  confider  farther  treatment  as  un- 
i neceflary  ; or,  at  lead,  I diould  imagine,  that  it. 
I is  only  hereafter  requidte,  that  the  patient  diould 
i manage  himfelf  with  a proper  degree  of  caution 
i refpefting  regimen.  ■ 

In  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I have  not  era- 
ployed  many,  medicines  j and,  at  the  fame  time, 

thefe 
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thefe  were  chiefly  meant  with  the  intention  of  • 
obviating  fymptoms.  Although  I am  difpofed  to 
think,  that  fonie  of  them  have  had  a tendency  to  j 
produce  a radical  cure  ; yet,  I look  on  the  re-  | 
covery  to  have  been  more  the  work  of  nature,  j 

r • - * . 1 

This,  you  will  obferve,  was  a treatment  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  I fliould  have  been  obliged  to 
follow  in  any  cafe  of  the  Syphilis.  This  natural- 
ly leads  us  to  the  confideration  of  the  queftion. 
How  far  Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  are,  as  has  ge- 
nerally been  fuppofed,  to  be  confidered  as  diffe- 
rent modifications  of  the  fame  difeafe  ? 

It  has  lately  been  the  fubjed  of  debate.  Whe- 
ther the  human  race  are  fubjed  to  one  venereal 
difeafe  onlv,  or  to  two  different  affections  ? This 
queftion,  I had  lately  occafion  to  mention  ; but, 
at  that  time,  I could  enter  no  farther  into  the 
controverfy,  than  barely  to  point  out  the  general 
heads  on  which  the  difpute  is  founded.  I hope, 
however,  that  no  apology  is  neceflary  for  taking 
a more  full  view  of  what  I then  faid  upon  this 
fubje(^j  efpecially,  as  it  may  be  confidered  as  a 
queftion  which  is  not  merely  a matter  of  fpecula- 
tion,  but  conneded  with  pradice.  And,  if  I fliall 
be  able  to  render  it  probable,  that  the  difeafes 
are,  in  reality,  different,  it  will,  at  leaft,  be  a 

com- 
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comfortable  reflexion  for  thofe  labouring  under  a 
gonorrhoea  merely,  to  think  that  they  are  not  from 
thence  liable  to  be  affe£led  with  fyphilis.  I am,  in- 
deed, far  from  imagining,  that  any  thing  I can  fay 
upon  this  fubjed  will  afford  fatisfadory  evidence 
that  the  difeafes  are  in  reality  different'.  Yet,  I muff 
I own,  after  confidering  this  queftion,  1 am,  of  the 
1 two,  rather  inclined  to  this  opinion.  And  I fliall 
1 now  prefent  you  with  the  arguments  by  which  I 
; am  led  to  adopt  this  fentiment.  Before  mention- 
) ing  thefe,  however,  it  is  neceffary  to  take  notice 
, of  what  is  faid  in  fupport  of  the  oppofite  dodrine, 

; and  to  endeavour  to  refute,  or,  at  leaft,  to  invali- 
date thefe  arguments.  In  fupport  of  the  opinion 
that  the  virus  in  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are 
' the  fame,  many  arguments  are  advanced.  I’he 
, four  following,  however,  may  be  confidered  as 
thofe  on  which  the  principal  ftrefs  has  been  laid, 
j I.  It  is  obferved,  that  both  gonorrhoea  and  fy- 

iphilis  are  very  generally  confequences  of  the  fame 
remote  caufe,  that  is,  communication  with  an  in- 
4 feded  female. 

I 2.  It  is  afferted,  that,  from  a fingle  inftance 
I of  expofure  to  infedion,  a patient  will  be  fubjec- 
4 ted  to  both  the  difeafes. 

i 3*  It 
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3.  It  is  maintained,  that,  from  the  fame  female, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  one  fliall  be  affeded  with 
fyphilis,  and  another  with  gonorrhoea. 

And,  4.  It  is  contended,  that  an  affedion,  be- 
ginning as  a gonorrhoea,  will,  in  confequence  of 
improper  treatment,  be  converted  into  fyphilis. 

Thefc  arguments  muft,  at  firfl  fight,  appear 
to  be  very  Convincing;  and,  if  they  be  well 
founded,  to  the  full  extent  here  mentioned, 
they  would  neceflarily  eftablifh  the  dodrine 
of  the  two  difeafes  depending  on  the  fame 
infedious  matter.  , On  accurate  examination, 
however,  they  will,  I apprehend,  by  no  means 
be  found  fo  conclufive  as  in  general  imagined. 
Admitting  fome  of  them  to  be  ftridly  true,  the 
conclufion  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  matter 
of  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis  are  the  fame  ; and, 
refpeding  the  others,  it  will  not  be  denied,  that 
there  is,  at  leaft,  room  for  deception.  To  evince 
this,  however,  it  is  neceffary  to  take  a more  par-  . 
ticular  view  of  them. 

That  both  difeafes,  in  by  much  the  greatefl  J 
number  of  inftances,  at  leaft,  proceed  from  the  | 
fame  remote  caufe,  cannot  be  doubted  ; and,  ^ 
with  males,  they  may  be  confidered  as  principally,  i 
if  not  even  folely,  derived  from  infedion  com  mu-  ; 
nicated  by  fome  female.  This,  however,  is  by  no 

means 
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means  a fufficient  proof  that  both  of  them  are  of 
the  fame  nature.  And,  indeed,  this  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  merely  a confequence  of  both  difeafes 
being  chiefly  featcd  in  the  organs  of  generation. 
But,  it  is  not  more  unnatural  to  fuppofe  two  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  infectious  matter,  particularly  ac- 
ting on  thefe  organs,  than  one.  And  this  is  no 
more  an  argument  that  the  matter  of  the  gonor- 
rhoea and  fyphilis  are  the  fame,  than  might  be 
ufedto  prove  that  the  matter  of  the  fmall-pox  and 
itch  are  the  fame.  For,  while  the  two  former  dif- 
eafes are  chiefly  obtained  in  confequence  of  con- 
tad:,  by  the  organs  of  generation,  the  two  latter 
chiefly  arife  from  contaCl:  by  the  furface.  From 
the  remote  caufe,  then,  nothing  farther  can  be 
inferred  than  that  both  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis 
are  the  effeCl  of  adual  contaCl:.  And  contaCl  is 
capable  of  inducing  both  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea, 
when  the  matter  is  applied  in  other  ways  than  by 
application  to  the  organs  of  generation.  Where- 
ver the  matter  of  the  fyphilis  is  properly  applied 
to  abforbents,  as  from  fuckling  an  infeCled  child, 
or  from  cutting  a finger  in  opening  a bubo,  or  . 
the  like,  a fyphilis  is  produced.  Application  of 
the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea  in  any^  other  man- 
ner than  by  the  organs  of  generation,  is  not  fo 

frequent. 
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frequent.  But,  in  proof  of  this  alfo,  there  arc, 

I apprehend,  feveral  fafts  which  can  hardly  be 
difputed.  An  ingenious  gentleman,  a {Indent  at 
this  univerfity,  about  twelve  years  ago,  oftener  * 
than  once,  gave  himfelf  a gonorrhoea  by  inocu- 
lation, that  is,  by  applying  the  matter  ot  the  go- 
norrhoea to  the  point  of  the  urethra  on  a probe. 
And,  it  has  farther  been  obferved,  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  matter-  of  the  gonorrhoea  to  o- 
thef  raucous  glands,  produces  from  thefe  a dif- 
charge  firailar  to  that  which  arifes  from  thofe  of 
the  urethra. 

This,  I think,  is  fufficiently  confirmed  by  a ' 
faft,  which  I am  well  aifured,  happened  in  this 
city  fome  years  ago,  A young  man  labour- 
ing under  a gonorrhoea,  was  obliged  to  em- 
ploy his  handkerchief  for  a fliort  time,  to  fave 
his  fhirt.  After  obtaining  other  cloths,  he  im- 
prudently put  the  handkerchief  In  his  pocket ; 
and,  without  being  aware  of  the  confequences, 
he  ufed  it  in  blowing  his  nofe.  The  effe^i  'was  . , 
a difeafe  of  the  Infide  of  the  nofe,  and  an  affec-  : 
tion  of  the  mucous  glands  there,  in  every  refpecl:  ; 
refembling  the  gonorrhoea.  From  thefe  circum-  : 
fiances,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  prefent  argu-  ^ 
ment  i$  by  no  means  conclufive  ; and  that  the  ' 

famenefs  of  the  remote  caufe  proves  nothing 

more 
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more  than  that  they  are  both  the  efFe£b  of  con- 
tad. 

2dly,  In  proof  of  the  matter  being  the  fame  in 
both  difeafes,  it  is  contended,  that,  from  commu- 
nication with  an  infeded  female  for  one  time  on- 
ly, both  difeafes  are  often  the  confequence.  This 
, aflertion  I cannot  pretend  to  deny  ; but  it  is  far 
I from  proving  the  matter  to  be  the  fame,  and,  in- 
f deed,  is  perfedly  reconcilcable  with  the  idea  of 
4 their  being  different.  If  the  female  be  affeded 
^ with  both  difeafes,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  the 
4 patient  is  equally  expo  fed  to  both.  It  is,  there- 
1 ; fore,  no  more  a proof  that  the  matters  of  the  fyphi- 
lis  and  gonorrhoea  are  the  fame,  than  would  be 
afforded  of  the  famenefs  of  'the  matters  of  fy- 
i philis  and  variola,  if  both  thefe  infedions  fliould 
s be  given  by  the  fame  perfon,  at  the  fame  time. 
4 And  there  is  no.  doubt,  that  this  has  happened 
I in  feveral  inflances. 

; No  one,  however,  is,  from  this,  difpofed  to 
1 imagine  that  there  is  any  fimilarity  in  the  mat- 

r 

I;  ters  of  thefe  difeafes.  And,  indeed,  when  we 
c confider  the  condition  of  thofe  by  whom  venere- 
j al  infedion  is,  in  general,  given,  upon  thefuppo- 
\ fition  that  the  matter  of  the  two  difeafes  are  dif- 
4 ferent,  it  can,  by  no  means,  feem  ftrange,  that 

both 
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both  infedtions  fhould  be  communicated  at  the 
fame  time. 

As  a third  argument  in  fupport  of  this  hypo- ' 
thefts,  it  is  contended,  that  from  the  fame  female 
one  man  will  be  affeded  with  fyphilis,  and  ano- 
ther  with  gonorrhoea.  Of  this  you  will  hear  of 
many  inftances  j and,  at  firft  fight,  the  argument 
muft  feem  convincing.  On  accurate  examination, 
however,  fuch  inftances  will  be  found  to  be  much 
-Icfs  frequent  than  is  in  general  imagined.  In  the  : 
greateft  number  of  cafes,  there  is  little  cer- 
tainty from  whence  the  infedion  is  derived.  It 
is  commonly  afcribed  to  the  moft  recent  fu- 
fpicious  expofure.  When  we  attend,  ho  we-  , 
'ver,  to  the  lurking  nature  of  the  difeafes,  it  will  ' 
appear,  that,  in  this,  there  is  much  room  for  fal-  ' 
lacy.  It  is  well  known  that  the  fyphilis  will  of-  , 
ten  appear  at  intervals  of  months  after  the  infec- 
tion has  been  communicated.  1 have  known  ' 
this  alfo  fometimes  happen  with  regard  to  the 
gonorrhoea.  Some  years  ago,  I had  occafion  to  ; 
treat  one  inftance  of  venereal  gonorrhoea,  where 
the  difeafe  had  not  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of 
fyphilis,  and  where  it  made  its  firft  appearance 
at  the  end  of  four  months  from  the  time  of  any 
poflible  infedion.  From  thefe  circumftances, 

then, 
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then,  there  is  room  for  doubting  the  founda- 
tion of  this  argument,  even  when  it  is  moft  pofi- 
tively  afferted.  But,  even  admitting  it  to  be 
true,  that  two  different  difeafes  may  be  thus 
: communicated  to  different  males  by  the  fame 
female,  yet  this  proves  nothing,  as  it  is  by  no' 
means  incompatible  with  the  fuppofition  of  the  two 
; matters  being  different.  The  female  may  as  pro- 
i bably  have  been  fubjedt  to  both  difeafes  as ' to 
one  only.  And  there  is  no  difficulty  in  fuppo;- 
fing  that  fhc  had  been  the  means  of  communica- 
ting one  to  each.  Had  ffie  alfo  been  fubjedl  to 
the  itch,  a third  might  have  caught  that  inifec- 

Ition,  a fourth  might  have  efcaped  without  any 
difeafe,  while  a fifth  might  have  had  a conjunc- 
tion of  all  the  three.  Even  admitting,  therefore, 

; the  affertion  on  which  this  argument  is  built  to 
be  no  rare  occurrence,  yet  it  by  no  means  proves 

(that  the  matters  of  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea 
are  of  the  fame  nature. 

jThe  /s^th  and  laft  argument  which  I think  is 
neceffary  to  anfwer,  is,  that  an  ^ffedion  which 
I begins  under  the  form  of  gonorrhoea,  will,  iii 
i confequence  of  improper  treatnient,  be  convert- 
1 ed  into  a fyphilis.  Could  this  be  eftabliffied,  it 
C would  unqueflionably  prove  the  famenefs  of  the 
4 matter  in  both  5 and  you  will  meet  with  many 
1 praditioners 
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praditioners  who  will  poffibly  affirm  that  they* 
have  feen^  it.  Here,  however,  there  is  more 
ground  for  deception  than  is  commonly  imagi-  : 
ned ; and,  on  fuch  deceptions,  the  aflertion  feems 
to  have  been  founded.  It  is  commonly  alledged 
to  be  the  effed  of  ahringents,  injected  at  an  ear- 
ly period  of  the  difeafe.  And  it  is  not  to  be  rc- 
fufed,  that,  from  an  improper  adminiftfation  of  , 

I 

thefe,bad  confequences  often  refult.  Infome  inflan- 
ces,  they  induce  very  confiderable  and  obflinate 
inflammations.  In  others,  and  that  more  frequently  ' 
too,  they  give  rife  to  fwelling  of  the  tefticle. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  .thefe  appear- 
ances, however,  are  to  be  confidered  as  fyphilitic 
fymptoms,  but  as  merely  the  effect  of  inflamma- 
tion, induced  by  a fudden  change  in  the  (late  of 
circulation  ; and,  accordingly,  they  are  cured  by 
the  ufe  of  antiphlogiftic  regimen  and  medicines. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  indeed,  that  there 
have  been  cafes  where  fyphilis  has  fucceeded 
gonorrhoea.  But  this  as  frequently  happens, 
when  the  gonorrhoea  has  been  treated  in  the 
mofl  judicious  and  cautious  manner,  as  when  it 
has  been  precipitately  cured.  Nor  is  it  necelTa- 
ry  for  the  explanation  of  this  fa£l,  that  we  fhould 

adopt  the  fuppofition  of  the  two  difeafes  depend- 

ing 
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ing  upon  the  fame  matter,  as  it  is  very  eafily  ex- 
plained on  the  fuppofrtion  of  the  patient’s  having 
Teceived  both  infections,  one  of  which,  for  fonie 
-time,  had  remained  latent.  And  this  circumftance, 
we  have  already  oblerved,  frequently  happens 
-where  only  one  drfeafe  has  been  communicated. 

' Thefe  I take  to  be  ithe  chief  arguments  addu- 
ced in  fupport  of  the  opinion,  that  the  matter  gi- 
ving -the  infection  of  the  gonorrhoea  and  fyphilis 
fj  are  of  the  fame  nature.  i\nd,  from  the  exami- 
( nation  of  them,  ic  appears,  that  they^are  by  no' 

) means  fo  conclufive  as  is  in  general  imagined. 
After  endeavouring,  .therefore,  to  refute,  or,  at 
leak,  ,to  invalidate  the  proof  of  this  hypothefis,  I 
come  next  to  confider  the  fecond  fuppofrtion,  by 
c which  it  is  contended  that  the  matter  of  the  fyphilis 
j and  gonorrhoea  are  in  reality  effentially  different. 

The  arguments  brought  in  fupport  of  'this  hy- 
1 pothefis  are  drawn  from  various  fources,  but 
k chiefly  from  the  following 

i.From  the  hiltory  of  the  progrefs  of  the 
a two  affections  in  different  countries. 

^ ;2.  From  the  phaenomena  which  they  exhibit. 

' 3.  From  the  method  of  cure  by  which  each 

iis  moff  readily  overcome.  , 

|U'  E .e  ' ' I.  The 
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I.  The  hiftory  of  the  two  affections  affords  | 
many  circumftances  which  corroborate  the  opi-  } 
nion  of  their  depending  on  matter  effentially  dif-  j 
ferent.  1 his  particularly  appears  from  their  pro- 
grefs  in  Europe  and  other  countries  in  to  which 
they  have  been  imported.  It  is  very  generally  allow- 
ed, that,  whether  the  difeafes  be  in  reality  the  fame, 
or  of  a different  nature,  both  of  them  are  but  of  a ; 
recent  date  in  Europe.  Of  late,  indeed,  an  ela- 
borate treatife  has  been  written  by  Mr  Sanches, 
one  of  the  phyficians  to  the  Eraprefs  of  Ruflia,  to  i 
prove  that  the  venereal  difeafe  was  not  brought  ^ 
from  America.-  But,  notwithftanding  what  he 
has  faid  to  the  contrary,  I am  ftill  inclined  to  be-  j 
lieve,  that  neither  fyphilis  nor  gonorrhoea  were  ■ 
known  till  the  difeovery  of  America.  The  fub- ' 
je£l  of  the  firft  appearance  of  venereal  complaints 
in  Europe  has  been  more  laboured  by  Dr  Aftruc 
than  by  any  other  writer.  He  has  been  at  the 
iitmoff  pains  in  collefting  fafts  upon  this  fubjed. 
Upon  his  authority,  it  appears,  that  both  difeafes 
did  not  appear  at  the  fame  time  in  Europe,  but, 
that  the  fyphilis  had  been  obferved  many  years 
before  the  gonorrhoea  was  known. 

This,  it  may  farther  be  remarked,  has  not  been 
peculiar  to  Europe,  but  has  held  alfo  of  other  ; 

quarters  ' 
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tjuarters  of  the  globe  to  which  the  fyphilis  has 
been  carried  from  Europe.  The  fyphilis,  for  in- 
llance,  w'as  very  foon  imported  into  China  ; but 
I we  have  the  authority  of  Dr  Aftruc  for  aflerting, 

! that,  at  the  time  when  he  wrote,  gonorrhoea  was 
■ but  a very  recent  difeafe  in  that  country.  Probably, 
as  being  a lefs  obftinate  alFedlion,  it  was,  from  the 
length  of  the  voyage,  very  generally  cured  before 

I reaching  that  country  : Or,  at  lead,  though  a 

running,  in  fome  degree,  remained,  yet  the  viru- 
lence might  be  overcome. 

Thefe  fa£ls  are  corroborated  by  an  obfervation 
of  ftill  later  date,  that  is,  the  importation  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  into  the  iflands  lately  difeovered  in  the 
I South-Seas,  particularly  Otaheitc.  It  is  certain  that 
fyphilis  was  unknown  there  till  thefe  iflands  were 
vifited  by  the  late  circumnavigators,  z:\nd,  it  is 
: : yet  a matter  of  difpute,  whether  the  firft  commu- 
^ - nication  was  by  the  French  or  Englifli ; for  they 
1 1 were  vifited  by  both  nations  pretty  nearly  about 
the  fame  time,  and  each  nation  feems  willing  to 
) throw  the  odium  of  introducing  it  upon  the  o- 
: I ther.  But,  by  whoever  it  was  imported,  it  would 
: ' appear,  that  they  carried  there  one  difeafe  only. 

I am  informed,  by  a gentleman  whofe  accuracy 
1 [ may  be  relied  upon,  and  who  vifited  that  ifland 

along 

1 

I 

? 
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along  with  Captain  Cook,  in  his  laft  voyage,  that",, 
at  that  time,  the  gonorrhoea  was  ftill  unknown- 
to  them.  This,  however,  we  could  hardly  fup- 
pofe  to  be  the  cafe,,  did  both  difeafcs  depend  on. 
the  fain e infedious  matter.  Thus,  then,,  from 
the  hiflory  of  the  progrefs  of  thefe  dlfeafes,  there 
are  feveral  circumftanees  which  would  lead  to  the 
fuppofition,.that  a peculiar  infedfious  matter  is  ne- 
celfaty  for  giving,  each ; and,  that  the  infe£lion 
producing  the  one,  will  not  give  rife  to  the  o- 
ther. 

Thee  fecond  fct  of  arguments  are  drawn  from 
the  phaenomena  of  the  difeafe.  Among  thefe, 
there  are  many  particulars  pointed  out,  which 
give  a prefumption  that  the  matter  of  fyphilis 
and  gonorrhoea  are  effentially  different.  It  is 
obferved,  that  the  fyphilis,  when  negleded,  uni- 
formly increafes  in  violence,  and,  if  it  be  not  arti- 
ficially removed,  it  will  univerfally  terminate  in 
the  death  of  the  patient.  The  gonorrhoea,  on 
the  ocher  hand,  has- no  fuch  progrefs.  It  is  even, 
a difeafe  which,  after  running  a certain  courfe, 
iias  a natural  tendency  to  cure.  And,  in  many 
cafes,  if  the  patient  lives  moderately,  and  avoids 
caufes  inducing  inflammation,  a natural  cure  will 
foon  take  place.  Many  praditioners  are  fo  much 

convinced 
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convinced  of  this,  that  they  reckon  medicines  in 
this  difeafe  unneccffary,  or  merely  direct  fuch  as 
may  pleafe  and  ainufe  the  patient.  I am  far, 
however,  from  contending  for  the  propriety  of 
this  pradice  to  its  utmoft  extent.  I hold  the 
ufe  of  fome  remedies  to  be,  in  many  cafes,  of  the 
utmoft  confequence.  But  ftill  it  muft  be  allow- 
ed, that,  in  other  cafes,  they  may  be  negleded, 

I 

without  any  great  danger  ; and,  in  general,  the 
negled  isprodudive  of  no  other  elFed  than  that  of 
rendering  the  prefent  fymptoms  more  uneafy, 
and  more  tedious.  There  can,  therefore,  be 
no  difpute,  that,  in  as  far  as  refpeds  the  progrefs 
of  the  affedions,  the  phaenomena  of  the  difeafes 
are  elTentially  diflferent. 

A fecond  circumitance  from  the  phaenomena 
of  the  difeafes  marked  out  as  demonttrating  a dif- 
ference, is,  that  the  infedious  matter  of  fyphilis 
uniformly  produces  fyphilis,  and  the  infedious 
matter  of  gonorrhoea  as  conftantly  produces 
a gonorrhoea.  I have  already,  indeed,  obferved, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  matter  giving  infec- 
tion in  ordinary  cafes,  we  are,  in  general,  in  the 
dark.  Few  are  fool-hardy  enough  to  expofe 
themfelves  where'  they  arc  certain  of  the  ex- 
iflence  of  either  difeafe.  But,  where  the  complaints 
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of  the  perfon  giving  the  difcafe  are  afterwards 
known,  it  is  very  generally  obferved,  that,  whe- 
ther it  befyphilis  or  gonorrhoea,  the  perfon  infec- 
ted receives  the  fame  complaint.  Dr  Boerhaave 
has  pofitively  afferted,  that  he  n’ever  knew  any  ■ 
one  with  the  gonorrhoea  alone  give  the  fyphilis  ; • j 
and  he  was,  perhaps,  as  accurate  an  obferver  on  j 
this  fubjeft  as  any  one  either  before  or  fince  his  time. 

In  general,  it  is  as  certain  that  one  gonorrhoea  is 
the  confequence  of  another,  as  that  finall-pox 
gives  the  fmall-pox.  No  one  was  ever  infefted 
with  a gonorrhoea  from  cutting  a finger  on  open- 

I 

ing  a bubo ; nor  one  was  ever  infefted  with  a gonor- 
rhoea from  fuckling  an  infant  affeded  with  fyphilis. 
Befides,  in  no  initance  where  the  gonorrhoea  was 
received  by  innoculation,  or  intentional  applica- 
tion of  the  matter  to  the  point  ©f  the  urethra,  by 
way  of  experiment,  has  any  fymptom  of  fyphilis 
ever  appeared.  It  would  feem,  then,  that  each  dif- 
eafe  is  an  uniform  confequence  of  a particular  in- 
fedious  matter  ; and  whenever  we  are  certain  of  1 

/ I T 

what  nature  that  is,  we  may  alfo  be  certain  of  , 
the  difeafe  which  will  follow. 

A third  particular  from  the  phaenomena  con- 
firming the  difference  between  the  matter  in  the  \ 

tw'o  difeafes,  is  drawm  from  the  difeafes  remain- 
ing 
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C frccjucntly  fcpsr&tc.  It  mullj  indGcd,  be 

1 allowed,  that  they  aa:e,  in  many  inllances,  conjoln- 
! ed  ^ yet,  in  by  much  the  greater  number  ot  cafes, 

3 each  runs  its  courfe,  without  the  leaft  appearance 
i of  the  other.  , It  has,  indeed,  fometimes  been 
I faid,  that  gonorrhoea  has  been  converted  into 
lyphilis : But  it  has  never  even  been  ahedged, 

; tliat  the  fyphilis  has  been  converted  into  a go- 
) norrhoea.  We  would  naturally  exped,  how'- 
; ever,  that  fuch  an  alternation  Ihould  trequently 
, happen,  were  the  infectious  matters  the  fame. 

We  would  naturally  expeft,  that,  when  the  mat- 
, ter  of  the  fyphilis  adts  on  almoft  every  other  part 
of  the  fyfteni,  it  Ihould,-  by  adion  on  the  penis, 
induce  a running.  This,  however,  is  not  obfer- 
ved  to-  happen.  Hence,  while,  there  is  fo  great 
rcafon  for  believing  that  it  is  applied,  we  are  led 
I to  infer,  that,  in  its  nature,  it  is  dilferent  from 
i that  giving  rife  to  a gonorrhoea. 

It  has  indeed  been  alledged,  that,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  gonorrhoea  gives  rife  to  fyphilis.  I 
have,  however,  pointed  out  feveral  circura- 
ftances  leading  to  ambiguity  in  this  refpedl;  and 
. it  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  there  are  even  but  few 
inftanccs  in  which  it  can  be  pretended  that  this 
happens  j efpecially  if  we  make  a proper  diftinc-. 

tiou 
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tion  between  real  fypilltic  fymptoms  and  thofe,  | 
fuch  as  fwelling  of  the  teflicles,  and  the  like,  j 
which  are  the  mere  confequences  of  an  obftruc-  | 
ted  difcharge,  and  which  are  in  no  degree  vene-  , 
real.  But,  were  the  infectious  miittcr  in  the  two  . 
difeafes  of  the  fame  nature,  inftances  of  the  one  . 
arifing  from  the  other  could  neither  be  rare  nor 
ambiguous.  And,  indeed,  in  every  cafe  where 
gonorrhoea  exifted,  fyphilis  fhould  follow.  In  e-  , 
very  inftance  of  gonorrhoea,  infectious  matter  is 
neceflarily  applied  to  an  innumerable  multitude 
of  lymphatic  abforbents  on  the  glans  penis.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that,  in  by  much  the  greater  , 
number  ot  cafes,  there  is  no  inconvenience  from  > 
thence ; and,  in  ninety-nine,  at  lead,  of  an  hundred  , 
inftances,  there  is  no  appearance  of  fyphilis.  1 can 
only  luppofe  this  to  happen,  however,  in  confe- 
quence  of  one  of  two  circuinftances:  Either  this 
matter  is  incapable  of  being  abforbed,  or,  although 
abforbed,  it  is  innocent ; whichever  fuppofition 
we  adopt,  it  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  the  matter  , 
of  the  fyphilis  and  gonorrhoea  are  effentially  dif- 
ferent. 

"J’he  third  and  laft  fet  of  arguments  are  thofc  , 
drawn  from  the  method  of  cure.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  remedies  by  which  the  one  is  overcome, 

are  j 
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are  effentially  different  from  thefe  curing  the  o- 
tlier.  Formerly  it  was,  indeed,  the  praftice  in 
every  inftance  of  both  difeafes,  to  employ  mer- 
cury. And,  perhaps,  where  there  is  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  a fyphilitic  taint  has  been  com- 
municated at ‘the  fame  time  with  gonorrhoea, 
this  is  the  moff  prudent  courfe.  But,  it  is  be- 
yond difpute  certain,  that,  for  the  cure  of  gonor- 
rhoea alone,  mercury  is  not  neceffary  ; and,  it  is 
! even  to  be  doubted  if  it  be  ufeful.  The  cure  is 
more  readily  effedled  by  more  fimple  medicines. 
* There  can  be  no  doubt,  on  the  one  hand, 
I that  the  treatment  ferving  to  remove  gonor- 
(h  rhoea,  is  by  no  means  fitted  for  the  cure  of 
H thefyphilisj  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
'f  treatment  fuited  for  the  cure  of  fyphilis,  is  not 
^ calculated  for  the  removal  of  gonorrhoea. 
^ Of  this  there  is  undoubted  evidence  from  attend- 
f ing  to  the  cafes  of  thofe  who  are  unfortunate  e- 
) nough  to  labour  under  both  difeafes  at  the  fame 
1 time.  Where  this  happens,  recourfe  is  ufually 
fi  had  to  the  means  of  curing  the  fyphilis,  as  being 
1 the  affection  from  which  the  greateft  immediate 
i danger  is  to  be  dreaded,  and  from  the  continu- 
f,  ance  of  which  there  is  moft  to  be  apprehended. 

1 Under  this  treatment,  indeed,  the  gonorrhoea 
i will,  very  gene^^lly,  be  diminiflied  5 but  this  di- 

F f minution 
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minutlon  takes  place' in  no  greater  degree  than 
would  happen  from  the  fame  length  of  time  a- 
lone,  conjoined  with  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
And  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  by  no  means 
ill  proportion  to  the  influence  which  mercury 
has  ill  healing  chancres,  difculfing  bubos,  or  re-  '1 
moving  other  fyphilitic  fymptoms.  Befides,  in  i 
very  violent  inflances  of  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  , 
obferved  to  be  uninterrupted  in  its  courle,  or  e- 
ven  increafing  in  feveriry,  during  the  ufe  of  mer-  , 
cury  to  a great  extcnt«  While,  at  the  fame  : 
time,  this  mercury  proves  effedual  in  removing  ' 
the  lymptoms  of  fyphllis.  Thus,  then,  there  is  i 
no  room  to  doubt,  that,  with  refpedl:  to  the  me-  ' 
thod  of  cure,  at  leaft,  the  two  difeafes  by  no 
means  agree.  And  this,  it  mud  be  allowed,  is 
no  inconfiderable  evidence  that  the  two  difeafes  ' 
arife  from  inleftious  matter,  of  a nature  eflenti-  j 

ally  d'fferent.  T 

From  alt  thefe  circumdances  taken  together,  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  that  this  opinion,  which  I ^ 
have  now  endeavoured  to  fupport,  is,  at  lead, 
in  fomc  degree  probable.  | 

I ail.  far,  however,  from  imagining  that  what  | 
I have  now  thrown  out  will,  by  any  means,  af-  | 

ford  conviaion:  I offer  the  pefent  obfervations  ... 

rather  ■ 
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rather  as  the  fubjcd  of  future  refledlion,  than  as 
a ground  for  prtfent  decifion  ; and,  i fhall  be 
glad,  if  thefe  obfervations  fhall  lead  you  to  ex- 
amine fads  with  attention  ; for,  I apprehend, 
that  it  is  by  this  means  alone  that  the  prefent 
controverfy  can  be  finally  determined. 

I muft,  however,  conclude,  as  1 have  already 
I obferved,  that,  from  every  view  which  I have 

I been  able  to  take  of  this  matter,  I am  inclined  to 
confider  the  difeafes  as  effentially  different,  /ind, 
'on  this  opinion,  the  practice  in  the  inftance  be- 
fore us  proceeded.  Of  this,  then,  it  next  fol- 
lows, that  we  fliould  off  r a few  obfervations  5 
and,  as  we  fliall  not  probably  again  fee  much  of. 
this  patient,  we  may  now  offer  fuch  remarks  as 
are  fuggefted. 

In  this  cafe,  before  the  patient  came  under 
I our  care,  the  dlfeafe  had  been  nearly  of  a fort- 
night’s (landing  ; by  this,  therefore,  i was  pre- 
cluded from  trial  of  fuch  pradices  as  might  be 
fuppofed  to  operate  either  by  diffblving  the  mu- 
i cus,  to  which  the  infedious  matter  adhered,  or 
i by  difcharging,  itfroin  increafingthefecretion.  At 
I the  tirhe  when  this  patient  came  under  our  care, 

. ) the  inflammatory  ffage  of  the  difeale  might  be 
confidercd  as  nearly  about  the  height.  I thought, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  that  it  ought,  at  firfl:,  to  be  the  princip'al 
object,  to  mitigate  this.  The  fymptoms,  however, 
were  not  in  fuch  a (late  as  to  require,  with  this  in- 
tention, any  great  evacuations.  And,  1 apprehend, 
that  the  more  evacuant  medicines  can  be  avoided 
during  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  the 
lefs  danger  there  is  of  the  continuance  of  a run- 
ning for  any  great  length  of  time. 

It  was  on  this  account,  that,  at  firfl:,  I had  nei- 
ther recourfe  to  bleeding  nor  purgatives.  But, 
befides  injoining  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
I direded,  merely  as  medicines,  the  ufe  of 
diluents  and  refrigerants.  With  the  laft  in- 
tention, I employed  powders  of  Nitre  with  Gum 
Arabic ; with  the  firfl,  the  infufion  of  Lint- 
feed.  From  thefe,  I hoped,  infome  meafure,  to 

diminifli  the  general  impetus  of  circulation.  I 

•<* 

' concluded,  however,  that  they  would  flill  have 
more  effetb  as  counterading  the  heat  of  urine  j 
and,  by  this  means,  would  obviate  the  mofl  ur- 
gent fymptom,  the  flrangury  ; for,  I concluded, 
that  this  was  folely  the  effed  of  the  ftimulus  of 
the  urine  on  parts,  the  fenfibility  of  which  was 
augmented;  and  this  I expeded  to  diminifli 
from  flieathing  the  acrimony  of  the  urine  by  the  de- 
mulcent quality  of  the  Gum  Arabic  and  Lint-feed. 

But, 


1 

) 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  229 


i 


-A 

.1) 

■j 


i 


) 


1 

< 


% 

X 


( 

i 


But,  I expefted  ftlll  more  from  increafing  the 
proportion  of  the  watery  to  faline  parts,  by  the 
introdudUon  of  diluents  into  the  fyllem,  and  by 
the  diuretic  powers  of  the  Nitre. 

Fromthefe  pradtices,  however,  I did  not  reap  all 
the  good  effefts  which  I expedled  ; and  the  ftate  of 
the  inflammation  at  next  report,  was  fuch,  that 

f 

I reckoned  it  necelfary  to  obtain  a depletion  of 
the  fyflcm  by  cathartics.  With  this  view,  I had 
recourfe  to  one  of  the  refrigerant  kind,  the  ope- 
ration of  which  I reckon  mod  certain,  the  Sal 
Glauberi.  From  this,  with  the  continuance  of 
the  former  courfe,  the  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion foon  difappeared.  And,  when  there  remain- 
ed no  fymptom  of  any  confequence  but  the  run- 
ning, I confidered  the  ftate  of  the  veflels  to  be 
the  great  objedl  of  attention.  With  the  view  of 
reftoring  to  their  former  vigour,  the  fecreting  or- 
gans in  the  urethra,  the  powers  of  the  fyftem 
themfelves  are  often  fully  fuflicient.  And,  un- 
lefs  either  where  the  difcharge  is  exceffive  in 
point  of  quantity,  or  where  it  runs  on  to  a very 
great  length,  it  is  necelfary,  perhaps,  to  do  but 
little.  Where  remedies  are  requilite,  many  may 
be  had  recourfe  to.  And  what  I reckon  amongft 
the  moft  powerful  of  thefe,  are  cold  bathing  and 

aftringent 


t 

230  MEDICAL  CASES  i 

aftrlngent  injections.  I did  not,  however,  look 
upon  cither  to  be  requifite  in  the  cafe  before  us. 

1 had,  therefore,  recourfe  to  one  which  may,  I 
apprehend,  be  more  frequently  employed  with 
fafety,  that  is,  Peruvian  bark ; and  which,  under  • 
proper  adminiftration,  is  not  without  very  confi- 
derable  effects.  To  the  extent,  indeed,  in  which  ; 
it  was  here  given,  I could  not  expeCl  very  great  . ■ 
benefit  from  it.  But,  when  exhibited  early  in  the 
difeafe,  all  that  is  requifite  is,  that  it  fhould  be 
given  in  a fparing  manner  ; for,  unqueftionably,  ' 
it  has  fome  tendency  to  remove  a difpofition  to /* 
inflammation  ; and,  in  fome  particular  conflitu-  ■ 
tions,  .the  running  is  even  fo  fuddenly  checked 
by  this,  as  to  give  rife  to  uneafy  fymptoms,  par- 
ticularly a fwelling  of  the  tefticles.  On  this  ac- 
count, 1 began  the  patient  with  the  ufe  of  it,  to 
the  extent  of  a dram  only  every  day.  It  was, 
however,  my  intention,  if  circumflances  fhould 
require  or  permit  it,  afterwards  to  increafe  the 
quantity. 

I cannot,  wnth  great  confidence,  affirm,  that 
the  Peruvian  bark  had  here  any  remarkable  , 
good  eflfeCf,  but,  at  leaft,  it  was  produClive  of  no  ' 
bad  confequences  j and  I mufl  own,  that  1 am  ' 

difpofed  to  refer  to  it  the  diminution  of  the  run- 
ning ' 
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nlng  which  foon  afterwards  happened.  And  I 
am  now  difpofed  to  think,  that,  unlefs  from  im- 
prudent management  on  the  part  of  our  patient 
himfelf,  his  complaints  will  in  no  long  time  have 
a favourable  termination. 


Sequel, 


It  was  not  found  neceffary  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  Peruvian  bark  given  to  this  patient. 
And,  as  his  fymptoms  difappeared,  his  attendance 
at  the  Difpenfary  was  foon  difeontinued. 


CASE  XVIII. 
Obfervations  on  Hydrocephalus  of  the  Cranium, 


A' 


R- 


, admitted  the  nth  of 

April  1777,  near  three  years  of  age, 
is  affeded  with  a confiderable  enlargement  of 
the  cranium,  which  has  a monflrous  appearance. 
The  head  meafiircs  in  circumference,  taken  a 
little  above  the  eyes,  about  twenty-eight  inches, 

and 


V 


I 
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and  from  ear  to  ear,  along  the  courfe  of  the  fa- 
gittal  future,  it  meafures  near  fixteen  inches. 
The  whole  upper  part  of  the  head  is  foft  and  e- 
laftic,  and  nothing  refembling  bone  can  be  felt 
for  a fpace  of  feveral  inches  in  diameter.  The 
fame  feel  is  alfo  difcoverable  in  the  courfe  of  mofl:  : 
of  the  futures,  particularly  in  the  back  part  of  ! 
the  head,  about  the  angle  of  the  lambdoid  future.  ; 

Her  mother  thinks  that  fhe  is  alfo  affeded  i 
with  total  blindnefs.  The  pupils  of  her  eyes  are  : 
very  much  dilated,  and  cannot  be  contraded  by  5 
the  adion  of  light,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  there  ' 
occurs  an  almoft  conflant  flrabifmus. 

She  is  unable  to  walk  or  fland,  neither  has  fhe 
ever  been  able  to  articulate  ; but,  at  times,  fhe 
utters  uncommon  fhreiks.  She  has  frequently  • 
been  obferved  to  pick  her  nofe  and  to  grind  her  * 
teeth. 

Her  pulfe  beats  above  an  hundred  ftrokes  in 
the  minute ; but  the  heat  of  her  fkin  is  nearly 
natural;  her  appetite  is  voracious,  and  fhe  drinks 
much.  ! 

More  than  two  years  ago,  flie  was  feized  with 
a fever,  attended  with  convuKions,  in  a very  fe- 
vere  manner.  From  that  time,  her  head  has 
been  obferved  gradually  to  enlarge,  and  all  the 

other  I 

\ 

! 

1 
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I other  fymptoms  have  fupervened.  At  the  time 
. of  her  birth,  there  was  nothing  uncommon  in 
the  appearance  of  her  head.  Her  mother  is  in- 
i dined  to  attribute  her  difeafe  to  the  fever,  and 
I file  knows  no  other  caufe  to  which  it  can  be  af- 

s 

g:  figned. 

A great  variety  of  medicines  have  been  tried, 
f with  a view  to  the  removal  of  her  complaint,  but 
i'  without  producing  any  diminution  of  the  fize  of  ' 
31  her  head,  or  a mitigation  of  any  of  her  other 
V fymptoms. 

Applicetur  emplaflrum  veficatorium  inter  fcapu- 
■|  las,  et  pojle a jiat  fonticulus  op^e  unguenti  epi/pa^ 
i|  ftici  j nec  non 

^ Tincturae  Jalappae  femunciam. 

Syrupi  Simplicis  uncias  duas. 

M.  Capiat  Cochleare  parvulum  omni  femi- 
hora  donee  Jupervenerit  catharfis.  Et  repeta- 
tur talis  dofis  'bis  in  feptimana, 

April  19.  There  was  a very  copious  difeharge 
: of  water  from  the  blifter  ; but,  notwithflanding 
I the  application  of  the  iffue  ointment,  it  is  now 
; perfectly  healed.  The  mixture  purged  her  brilk- 
I.  belly  flill  continues  open. 

Applicetur  iterum  emplaflrum  vefcatorium  inter 
fcapulas,  ut  antea  ; fed  intermittcitur  mifura, 

G g Ohfer- 
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Obfervations  delivered  June  3. 

This  patient,  for  fome  time  pad,  has  not  been 
brought  to  the  Difpenfary,  probably  from  the  ' 
place  of  her  refidence  being  at  the  didance  of 
'fome  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Had  die  continued 
regular  in  attendance,  (he  would  rather  have  aL  ■ 
forded  us  an  opportunity  of  marking  the  progrefs^’ 
of  her  difeafe,  than  of  her  cure.  Refpedling  the 
nature  of  the  affe£lion  to  which  this  patient  is 
fubjeded,  there  is  no  room  for  any  doubt.  From 
the  fird  view  of  her  head,  the  difproportion  which 
it  bore  to  the  red  of  her  body  could  not  fail  to  ; 
drike  the  mod  inattentive  obferver.  While,  at  >! 
the  fame  time,  in  this  enlargement,  the  face,  un- 
lefs  in  as  far  as  it  is  formed  by  the  bones  of  the 
cranium,  had  evidently  no  fliare.  That  part  of 
the  head,  however,  which,  in  a natural  date,  is  . 
'occupied  only  by  the  brain,  was  here  augmented 
to  a very  great  degree.  , _ - . ‘ 

Such  an  alFeflion,  though  not  every  day  to  be 
met  with,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  can  hardly  be 
reckoned  an  unfrequent  occurrence  wdth  infants, 
infomuch  that  there  are  alfo  two  others  fubjedied 
to  the  fame  didemper  at  prefent  under  our  care  ’ 

as 

* 

1 
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as  Difpenfary  patients.  Such  enlargements  are 
univerfally  found,  on  diffeQion,  to  arife,  not  from 
any  morbid  increafe  of  the  natural  contents  of 
the  cranium,  but  from  a dropfical  affedfion.  And 
that  the  cafe  before  us  affords  a ftriking  inftance 
of  the  hydrocephalus,  can  admit  of  no  doubt. 

Under  this  general  term,  however,  very  diffe- 
rent affedions  are  comprehended.  And,  per- 
haps, there  is  no  affedion  in  which  the  fymptoms 
are  more  varied,  from  the  feat  of  the  water, 
Praditioners,  in  general,  divide  this  affedion  in- 
to Hydrocephalus  externus  and  internus.  By  the 
lafl,  they  underhand  thofe  inftances  where  the 
water' is  depofited  within  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain.  By  the  firft,  all  thofe  cafes  where  the  wa- 
ter is  exterior  to  the  brain  itfelf.  If  we  examine 
the  nofological  fyhems,  however,  w'e  will  find 
that  the  definitions  in  all  of  them,  except  that  of 
Mr  Sagar,  apply  only  to  the  external.  And  his 
definition  is  a very  vague  one,  for  it  is  no  nrore 
than  that  the  hydrocephalus  is  a dropfy  of  the 
head. 

All  the  definitions  into  which  the  enlargement 
of  the  head  enters  as  a charaderizing  fymptom 
of  the  difeafe,  will  by  no  mcatis  apply  to  the  hy- 
drocephalus internus,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  we 

would 
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would  adopt  the  term.  And  this  fymptom  of 
enlargement  of  the  head  enters  the  definition  of 
all  the  other  nofologifts.  By  hydrocephalus  in- 
ternus, we  would  underftand  that  difeafe  which 
is  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  Dr  Whyte,  that 
few  practitioners  who  have  read  his  work  with 
^ attention  will  be  at  a lofs  to  diftinguifh  it,  after  it  has 
made  a certain  progrefs.  Although,  indeed,  in  its  , 
earlier  ftages,  it  is  a difeafe  of  a inoft  infidious  ' 
nature,  and,  till  very  lately,  we  may,  perhaps^  j 
fay,  that  it  was  not  underflood.  This  I the  ra-  | 
ther  mention,  as  the  terms  hydrocephalus  inte-  i 
rior  and  exterior  are  employed  by  Mr  Sauvages 
in  a fenfe  different  from  that  in  which  they  are 
Gommonly'underflood.  Ey  hydrocephalus  inte-  > 
rior,  he  means  thofe  cafes  where  the  water  col-  ^ 
le£ted  within  the  cranium  diftends  and  opens  the 
futures,  as  in  the  inflance  before  us.  By  the 
exterior,  he  means  thofe  cafes  in  which  a mere 
anafarcous  affection  occurs  partially  to  the  in- 
teguments of  the  head. 

From  thefe  different  fenfes  of  the  fame  term, 
difficulties  may  fometimes  arife.  I apprehend  it 
would  not  only  be  the  means  of  avoiding  confu- 
fion,  but  would  even  farther  ferve  fome  good 

• purpofe,  at  leaff,  in  the  prognofis,  if  the  affeaion 

were 
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were  divided  into  three  fpecies.  Thefe,  indeed, 
properly  fpeaking,  are,  perhaps,  to  be  confider- 
ed  rather  as  diftinft  genera  than  fpecies  ; At  leaft, 
if,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body,,  we  fuppofe  ge- 
nera to  be  conftituted  by  the  cavity  in  which  the 
water  is  effufed.  Thefe  I would  diftinguifli  by 
the  following  terms : 

1.  Hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles,  when  the 
water  is  fituated  within  thefe  cavities. 

2.  Hydrocephalus  of  the  cranium,  when  it  is 
fituated  between  the  brain  and  Ikull. 

3.  Hydrocephalus  of  the  integuments,  when 
it  is  fituated  totally  exterior  to  the  fcull. 

That  the  inftance  before  us  is  of  the  fecond 
kind,  can  admit  of  no  doubt.  And,  although  this 
be  lefs  rapid  in  its  progrefs  than  the  firft  kind  of 
hydrocephalus,  that  of  the  ventricles,  it  is,  per- 
haps, not  lefs  mortal.  It  has  even  been  difputed 
whether  there  be  inJlances  of  recovery  in  * any 
cafe.  • To  this  opinion,  however,  I cannot  agree; 
for,  I am  perfuaded,  that  I have  witneifed  more 
than  one  inftance  of  recovery  from  the  hydroce- 
phalus of  the  ventricles  ; and  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
I will  not  be  difpofed  to  think  that  it  may  not 
occur  with  regard  to  the  hydrocephalus  of  the 
cranium. 


Some, 


\ 


» 
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Some,  however,  are  fo  much  perfuaded  of  the 
fatal  tendency,  even  of  the  lafl;,  that  they  advife 
no  meafnres  to  be  taken  during  the  courfe  of  it. 
They  imagine,  that  if  thefe  have  any  effedk,  it  will 
only  be  to  haften  the  death  of  the  patient.  I 
muft  then  look  upon  the  cafe  before  us,  from  the 
nature  of  the  affeefion,  to  be  of  a very  dange- 
rous tendency  ; and  there  are  unqueftionably 
but  faint  hopes  of  cure  to  be  entertained  in  cafes 
much  more  favourable  than  the  prefent ; for,  it 
is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  the  difeafe  is  not 
merely  charadterifed  by  the  enormous  increafe 
of  the  fize  of  the  head.  Though  it  has  not  given 
rife  to  all,  yet  it  has  produced  feveral  of  the  fymp- 
toms  arifing  from  the  hydrocephalus  of  the  ven- 
tricles, fuch,  for.  example,  as  the  ffrabifmus,  or 
peculiar  fquinting,  the  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and 
lofs  of  fight. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that.  In  the  preferit  inflance, 
as  well  as  in  an  hydrocephalus  of  the  ventricles, 
'thefe  are  the  effedls  of  compreffion  on  the  brain. 
And  to  the  fame  caufe  we  may  alfo  refer  feveral 
other  appearances  in  the  cafe  before  us,  particu- 
larly the  inability  to  ufe  the  legs,  and  the  want  of  the 
power  of  articulation,  although  the  child  be  now  a- 
bove  two  years  old.  To  thefe,  I think,  we  may  add, 

with 


) 


/ 
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with  refpeft  to  the  intellcftual  faculties,  as  far,  at 
Icalt,  as  they  can  be  judged  of,  at  fo  early  a pe- 
riod of  life,  that  there  occurs,  if  not  abfolutc  idi- 
I otifm,  at  Icaft  a very  confidcrable  degree  of  it. 

' For,  of  this,  I apprehend,  we  had  fufficiently 
; ftrong  evidence  in  the  wild  ftirieks  fhe  emit- 
|.  ted.  From  all  thefe  particulars,  then,  taken  to- 
; gether,  we  may  confider,  that  the  affedtion  in  the 
I inftance ' before  us  is  in  a very  advanced  Rate  ; 

I and,  indeed,  it  has  already  fublifted  for  near  the 
fpace  of  two  years.  ^ 

I muft,  however,  remark,  that  I have  known 

iinftances  of  longer  duration,  and  where  the  head 
had  increafcd  to  a greater  fize,  where  the  fame 
I appearances  were  not  induced.  And  I have  feen 
i a child  farther  advanced  in  life,  with  a much 
larger  head,  who  could  not  only  articulate,  but 
. was  even  extremely  talkative.  It  would  appear, 

; then,  in  the  inftance  before  us,  that  the  progrefs 
; of  the  affedlion,  as  deftroying  the  powers  of  the 
fyftem,  had  been  great  even  for  the  time  for 

(which  it  had  fubfifted.  And,  without  a cure,  or, 
at  leaft,  fome  alleviation  of  the  complaint,  there 
: is  little  profped  that  flie  will  hold  out  much 
. longer. 

Befides 
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Befides  what  I have  already  mentioned,  there 
is  another  circumftance  to  be  taken  into  account 

4 

in  giving  a prognofis  in  all  fuch  cafes  as  the  pre- 
fent,  that  is,  the  caufe  to  which  the  aftedion  may 
be  referred.  And  from  this,  as  far  as  it  goes,  I 
would,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  rather  draw  a favour- 
able judgement  as  otherwife.  Often  ^e  difeafe 
begins  without  any  perceptible  caufe^in  which 
cafe,  there  is  reafon  to  dread  that  it  has  its  origin 
in  the  conftitution.  It  is  often  a difeafe  not  fu- 
pervening  after  birth,  but  born  with  infants  ; a 
circumftance  which  ftill  farther  demonftrates  that 
it  has  its  origin  in  the  habit  itfelf.  But,  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  the  difeafe  was  neither  congenial, 
nor  without  an  obvious  caufe  ; at  leaft,  the 
affedtion  was  attributed  to  a fever  and  convulfions 
with  which  fhe  was  attacked  about  two  years  ago. 
From  that  time  the  head  was  obferved  gradually 
to  enlarge.  It  is  true,  indeed,  thefe  may  be  fu- 
fpedted  to  have  been  the  confequences  of  the  af- 
feftion  upon  its  firft  attack  j and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  firft  ftage  of  the  hydrocepha- 
lus of  the  ventricle  is  marked  by  a fever.  But, 
as  it  is  never  obferved  to  be  a fymptom  of  the 
hydrocephalus  of  the  cranium,  we  may  conclude 

that  it  was  not  fo  in  the  prefent  inftance.  And, 

as 
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as  dropfical  affeaions,  in  genera  , are  often  a con- 
lequence  of  fever,  we  may  infer,  that  this  took  place 
in  the  inftance  before  us.  But,  allowing  the  dif- 
cafe  not  to  be  original,  but  acquired,  and  .the 
caufe  of  the  affe^ion  obvious,  whatever  founda- 
tion thefe  circu'.nflances  might  give  tor  a favour- 
able prognohs  in  other  inftances,  they  can- afford 
but  little  ground  for  it  in  the  prefent.  For,  after 
the  occurrence  of  iympto-ins  indicating  tiie  affec- 
tion of  all  the  more'iinportant  fundions,  a reco- 
very would  indeed  be  very  extraordinary. 

This,  however,  is,  1 apprehend,  no  fufficient 
reafon  why  we  Ihould  not  give  trial  to  raeafures 
for  cure.  For,  I hold,  that  even  in  the  inoft  de- 
fperate  cafes,  patients,  while  they  will  fubmit  to 
treatment,  are  not  to  be  deferted.  ,In’fuchde- 
fperate  cafes,  I confider  a praditioner  as  warrant- 
ed even  to  make  trial  of  doubtful  remedies. 
And,  even  where  he  does  not  chufe  to  employ 
fuch,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  inftance  in  which 
meafures  may  not  be  taken,  which,  without,  dan- 
ger of  any  prejudicial  corifequences,  have,  at 
leaft,  a profped  of  affording  fome  relief.  On 
thefe  principles,  then,  I proceed  to  fpeak  of  the 
cure  in  the  cafe  before  us.  It  is  evident,  that,  as 
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in  other  dropfical  afFefllons,  there  arc  here  two 
great  ob]t-£ts  to  be  had  in  view. 

1.  The  evacuation  of  the  water  already  collec- 
ted, within  the  cranium. 

2.  The  prevention  of  future  accumulation. 

Here,  as  in  other  cafes,  all  the  different  modes 

of  difcharging  the  water  may  be  referred  to  two 
heads,  natural  or  artificial  outlets.  The  former 
unqueflionably  furniflies  us  with  the  moffc  fafe, 
the  latter  with  the  moft  effe£lual  mode  of  evacu- 
ation ; that  is,  by  means  of  thefe,  we  can,  at  leaft, 
draw  off  the  water,  whatever  may  be  the  future 
event  of  the  difeafc.  It  mull  be  allowed,  how- 
ever, that,  in  this  affection,  fome  of  the  artificial 
modes  are  very  doubtful.  Among  thefe,  1 may 
mention  what,  of  all  others,  is  the  moft  certain, 
that  is,  the  pundure  into  the  cavity  containing 
the  water. 

ftefpeding  the  propriety  of  this  operation,  very 
oppofite  fentiments  are  entertained  by  the  moft 
eminent  moderns.  Some  reprefent  it  as  a mode 
of  cure  not  only  free  from  danger,  but  never  to  be 
negleded.  Others  confider  it  as  a certain  means 
of  precipitating  the  death  of  the  patient.  From 
my  own  experience  on  this  fubjed,  I can  fay  no- 
thing. I have  never  either  direded  this  opera- 
tion 
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tion  to  be  performed,  or  fcen  it  tried  under  the 
direction  of  any  other.  I muft  own,  however,  I 
fhould  not  entertain  from  it  any  fanguine  hopes 
of  fuccefs.  At  the  utmoh,  we  can  look  for  no  far- 
ther benefit  from  it  than  from  tapping  in  the  afcites: 
That  is,  it  ferves  merely  for  producing  evacuation 
of  the  water,  and  not  for  preventing  the  return  ; 
and  it  is  flill  matter  of  difpute  how  farj  even  in 
afcites,  tapping  is  of  any  great  advantage.  Some 
of  the  moft  eminent  practitioners  in  London,  in- 
deed, have  lately  recommended  early  tapping,  in 
very  high  terms ; but,  I am  well  affured,  that  e- 
ven  thofe  who  were  once  the  flrongeft  advocates 
for  it,  are  now  much  lefs  fond  of  it  than  former- 
ly. While  others,  and  thefe  too  of  the  firll  emi- 
nence, condemn  it  very  vflrongly  in  every  in- 
ftance. 

If,  however,  evacuation  by  an  outlet  of  this 
nature  is  exceptionable  in  afcites,  it  is  flill  more 
fo  in  hydrocephalus  of  the  cranium.  For,  it  is 
well  known,  that,  in  the  afcites,  even  the  greateft 
inconvenience  will  arife  if  the  difcharge  is  not 
compenfated  by  due  preffure.  Hence,  before  pro- 
per bandages  were  invented,  it  was  given  as  a 
conflant  direClion,  that,  in  afcites,  the  whole  wa- 
ter fhould  not  be  dravvn  oft'  at  once,  but  at  diffe- 
rent 
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rent  times  ; and,  if  it  is  to  be  attempted  in  hy- 
drocephalus, the  fame  injui  ction  mu(t  be  obfer- 

ved.  For  here , from  the  hate  of  the  matter  form- 

( 

ing  the  cavity,  viz.  the  bone,  preffure  cannot  have 
any  effect,  or,  if  the  intervals  betwixt  the  futures 
inay  admit  of  this',  yet  it  cannot  have  influence 
in  an  equable  manner.  Notwithltandmg  all  thefe 
obje6;ions,  however,  when  other  remedies  are  in- 
effctlual,  and  where  the  difeale  is  evidently  on 
the  increafing  hand,  it  is  to  be  confide  red  as  gi- 
ving the  o.  iy  pofiible  chance  of, a recovery.  And 
tho*,  as  .the  chance  is  ur.queflionabiy  a bad  one, 
it  is  never  to  be  enforced  ; yr  t it  ought,  I appre- 
hend, in  fuen  circunjftances,  to  be  propoled. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  calcs  where  the  evident 
concurrence  of  circumflanccs  require  it  more 
manifeftiy  than  in  this  before  us.  But,  to  the  o- 
peration,  an  unfur  mountable  objeftion  is  the  mo- 
ther’s  dread  at  the  thought  of  it.  By  this,  there- 
fore, we  were  here  determined  to  try  what  might 
wdth  fafety  be  done  by  other  artificial  or  natural 

outlets.  We  have  an  artificial  outlet,  not  only  to 
/ 

appearance  lefs  formidable,  but  in  reality  - lefs 
dangerous,  in  that  which  is  excited  by  bliflers, 
efpecially  when  thefe  are  continued  in  form  of 
an  iffue.  From  thefe,  applied  even  to  the  head 

itfelf. 
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itfelf,  there  is  lefs  to  be  apprehended  than  in  the 
hydrocephalus  ot  the  integuments,  and  more  to  • 
be  expefted  than  in  the  hydrocephalus  of  the 
ventricles.  Here,  however,  I chofe  to  give  the 
preference  to  the  application  of  them  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  head,  which,  while  it  is  produc- 
tive of  nearly  the  fame  advantages,  would  feem 
lefs  alarming. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  fupported  the  dif- 
I charge,  by  the  ule  of  epifpallic  ointment.  But 
although,  Irom  the  biiller  itfelf,  there  was  a very 
! copious  evacuation,  yet,  by  the  uTue  ointment,  ' 
tire  difeharge  was  not  fupported,  probably  from 
want  of  a proper  application.  Perhaps,  howe- 
ver, it  is  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  from  this 
^ there  is  any  real  difadvantage.  For,  if  there  be 
I not  an  equal,  yet,  at  kart,  there  is  a very 
c confiderabk  difeharge  obtained  by  repeated 
I blifters.  And  to  fuch  repetition  I had  here  re- 
( courfe.  What  has  been  the  effedt  of  it,  howe- 
: ver,  I have  not  fmee  learned.  But,  befides  bli- 
5 flers,  I employed  alfo  a mixture,  with  tindlure  of 
f' Jallap,  which  I hoped  would  operate  as  a brifk 
(j  purgative.  This  1 diredled  as  an  evacuant  of 
r water  by  a natural  outlet.  But,  as  of  this  I fhall 
i have  more  occafion  to  fpeak  in  other  cafes,  I fhall 

fay 
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fay  nothing  of  it  here.  And  of  my  future  plans 
with  this  patient,  1 need  make  no  oblervations,  as 
we  fliall  not  probably  fee  her  again. 

* * * # 

C\ 

This  patient  did  not  return  to  the  Difpehfary ; 
and,  as  her  refidence  was  at  the  diftance  of  feve- 
ral  miles  from  Edinburgh,  I have  never  been 
able  to  learn  the  event  of  the  cafe.  ‘ . 


CASE  XIX. 

% 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  in  which  there  occurred  a 
pecjMiar  morbid  Senftbility  of  one  of  the  Hands, 

F-—  R , A man  in  the  twenty-fourth 

year  of  his  age,  admitted  ;.pril  15th  1777, 
complains  of  very  violent  pain  yffedhing  all  the 
fingers  of  his  left  hand,  to  fuch  a degree  as  en- 
tirely to  prevent  him  from  being  able  to  move 
them.  They  are  all  drawn  in  towards  the  palm 
of  his  hand  ; and  he  alledges,  that  even  the 
flighteft  attempt  to  extend  them,  occafions  the 
moft  excruciating  pain.  None  of  them  are  dif- 

coloured, 
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coloured,  or  otherway s obvioufly  afFefted.  Yet, 
even  the  llightcft  touch  gives  very  great  uneafi- 
neis;  fo  that,  to  avoid  contaft  with  other  bodies, 
he  is  obliged  to  keep  his  hand  conftantly  in  a 
very  large  bag.  In  every  other  refpedt  he  is  in 
good  health.  But  the  pain  of  his  hand  totally 
incapacitates  him  from  following  any  employ- 
ment. 

Twelve  months  ago  he  received  ftroke  on 
the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  middle  finger,  near 
to  the  joint.  This  gave  him  much  pain  at  the 
time,  but  produced  no  wound.  It,  however, 
prevented  him  from  being  able  to  extend  his 
fingers  for  fome  time  ; and  a few  months  after 
this  accident,  all  his  fingers  began  to  contradi,  in 
which  (late  they  have  continued  ever  fince. 

He  has  ufed  warm  fomentations,  and  a variety 
of  other  medicines,  without  effedl. 

Habeat  fotum  electricum  per  horae  quadrantis 
fpatlum  ter  in  feptimana  ; et  nift  exinde  vehemens 
oritur  dolor,  eliciantur  fcintillae  eleCiricae  e manu 
finijlra, 

I' 

April  26.  He  has  been  regularly  eledlrified  fince 
laft  report,  and  the  eledtrical  fparks  occafion  fomc 
pain  in  his  hand  ; but  it  is  not  of  long  continu- 
ance. He  is  now  able  to  move  his  fingers  a 

little.^ 
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little  ; but  the  pain  of  his  hand,  on  being  touch- 
ed, flill  continues  as  before. 

Ohfervatwns  delivered  June  6. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  furnifhes  us  with  an 
example  of  what  I reckon  a very  fingular  affec- 
tion. I mult  own,  that  I have  never  before  met 
with  any  cafe  which  could  be  faid  very  nearly  to 
refemblc  it.  Nor  can  1 aflign  a place  for  it  in 
' any  nofological  fyflem.  Therefore,  without  at- 
tempting  to  give  any  name  to  this  difeafe,  we 
inufl;  try  how  far  we  can  give  any  probable  con- 
je£lure  as  to  its  nature.  It  is  evident  that  the 
afFeftion,  whatever  its  nature  may  be,  is  totally 
a local  one.  It  is  confined  entirely  to  the  left-' 
hand,  and  there  marked  merely  by  onefymptom, 
that  is,  pain.  For  the  contraftion  of  the  fingers 
and  lofs  of  motion,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  are  to 
be  confidered  folely  as  confequences  of  this. 
While,  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  no  tumour, 
ulceration,  inflammation,  or  any  obvious  caufe 
from  which  we  can  fuppofe  the  pain  to  arife.  It 
is  well  known,  however,  that  all  pain  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  imprefflons  communicated  from  the 
fenticnt  extremities  of  the  nerves  to  their  origin. 

And 
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And  thefe  impreffions  are  varied  by  many  dif- 
ferent  circumftances,  particularly  by. the  Rate  of 
the  fentient  extremities,  and  by  the  condition  of 
the  nervous  fluid.  With  thefe,  in  a certain  con- 
dition, the  force  of  the  impreflTion  is  cither  totally 
taken  off,  or  greatly  diminifhed  ; while,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  they  are  in  a contrary  condi- 
tion, its  influence  is  greatly  augmented,  infomuch 
that  animpreflion,  which  ufually  is  capable  of  gi- 
ving very  little,  or  rather  no  fenla»tion,  will  pro- 
duce even  an  excruciating  degree  of  pain.  From 
the  fuppofltion,  therefore,  of  fuch  a change  in  the 
Rate  of  the  nervous  fluid,  we  may,  I apprehend, 
account  for  the  Angular  affcdlion  in  the  cafe  be- 
fore us. 

This  patient  is  affected  with  excruciating  pain 
on  the  irritation  occafioned  even  by  the  moR 
gentle  touch,  or  flighteR  attempt  to  motion.  And 
he  complains  even  of  conRant  pain,  probably 
irom  that  irritation  which  muR  ever  be  occafion- 
cd  by  the  circulation  and  fuch  other  caufes. 

But,  while  fuch  a fuppofltion  would  afford 
i fome  folution  for  this  phaenomenon,  it  is  Rill  far- 
ther corroborated  by  the  caufe  inducing  the  af- 
fection. There  can,  I apprehend,  be  little  doubt 
that  our  patient  is  right  in  his  conjecture,  in  at- 
I 1 i tributing 
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tributing  the  difeafe  before  us  to  a flroke.  This 
fttoke,  although  not  fo  violent  as  to  occafion 
any  wound,  produced  fuch  pain  as  to  prevent, 
for  fome  time,  the  ufe  of  the  flexor  mufcles  of 
the  fingers  j and,  with  the  continuance  of  this 

I 

pain,  the  fenfibility  foon  arofe  to  its  prefent  height;  I 
in  fo  much,  that  he  dreads  the  mofl;  diftant  ap- 
proach towards  bis  hand,  even  in  the  mofl  gentle 
manner.  There  can,  then,  I apprehend,  be  little 
doubt,  that,  by  the  flroke,  though  no  wound  was 
produced,  an  injury  was  done  to  the  fubcuta-.' 
neous  nerves ; and  that,  from  this,  the  difeafe  is 
to  be  confidered  as  folely  originating.  I would  , 
then  confider  the  ’cafe  of  the  prefent  patient  to  ; 
be  one  of  thofe  anomalous  affetlions  of  the  ner-  ' 
vous  kind,  to  which  no  name  can  be  given,  and  j 
which  is  rather  charafterifed  by  its  peculiarity,  ! 
than  by  any  particular  fymptoms.  | 

To  the  prefent  cafe,  as  I have  already  obferved, 

I have  never  feen  any  thing  very  fimilar.  Yet, 
in  the  cafe  of  Janet  Wilfon,  one  of  our  clinical  pa- 
tients, during  the  winter-courfe,  we  had  an  affe£tion 
which,  to  me,  feemed,  in  its  nature,  fomething  to 
refemble  it.  There,  indeed,  from  the  feat  of  the 
affedtion,  I gave  it  the  name  of  that  genus’ of  dif- 
eafe  which  the  nofologifts  diftinguifli  by  the  title 
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pfDyfphagia.  But  we  had  inker  cafe,  I ima- 
gine, an  inflance  'of  difficult  deglutition  totally  a- 
•rifing  from  increafed  fenfibility.  And  from  this 
alfo,  there  was  both  a conftant  uneafmefs,as  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  and  an  excruciating  pain  on  being 
touched  by  folid  fubitances,  as  in  the  action  of 
fwallowing. 

1 have  heard  of  a cafe  flill  more  nearly  refem^ 
bling  the  prefent,  which  is  mentioned  by  a cele- 
brated teacher  of  medicine  at  London,  in  his  lec- 
tures. In  that  cafe,  without  any  evident  difeafed 
ftate,  there  was  a pain  fimilar  to  the  prefent,  a- 
rifing  from  the  fecond  joint  of  the  thumb,  and  on 
the  ffighteft  touch  the  moil  excruciating  fenfation 
was  induced.  With  this  patient  the  affedlion  re- 
fiiled  an  almoil  infinite  variety  of  means  of  cure ; 
and  even  the  divifion  of  the  nerve  leading  from 
the  thumb  had  no  other- effect  but  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  feat  of  it.  After  the  nerve  was 
divided,  the  pain  began,  not  at  the  thumb,  as  be- 
fore, but  immediately  above  where  the  incifion 
had  been  made. 

What,  at  length,  was  the  fate  of  that  cafe,  I 
do  not  know.  Were  we,  howevei^  to  form  any 
conjedlure  as  to  the  termination  of  the  prefent 
from  what  we  faw  of  that  of  Janet  Wilfon,  I 

ffiould 
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fliould  be  difpofed  to  form  a favourable  judg- 
ment. And  I own,  that  I do  not  here  fee  any 
thing  which  can  greatly  alarm  us.  1 confider 
the  patient,  although  he  be  in  a very  diftrelfed 
fituation,  yet  to  be  by  no  means  in  a highly  dan- 
gerous condition.  And,  indeed,  the  nervous  af-  | j 
fedions,  in  general,  are  more  terrible  than  they 
are  really  dangerous.  At  the  fame  time,  in  a- 
nomalous  cafes,  a judgment  ftiould  never  be  pro- 
nounced with  very^  great  confidence  ; and  it  is 
hard  to  fay  what  turns  they  may  fometimes  even 
fuddenly  take.  1 am  forty,  however,  to  obferve,  , 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe, 
we  fliall  probably  have  but  little  opportunity  of  ' 
obfcrving  it.  For  our  patient  has  now  difcon- 
tinued  his  attendance  at  the  eledricity,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  where  he  lives.  If, 
however,  1 can  difeover  his  place  of  refidence,  I 
fiiall  reckon  it  worth  while  to  attend  to  the  dif- 
eale,  even  although  we  may  not  be  able  to  pre-  ■ 
vail  upon  him  to  make  trial  of  any  medicines.  I 
1 muft,  however,  owm  I am  difpofed  to  think)  \ 
that,  without  fome  artificial  cure,  the  afieQion  . •, 

' will  be  very  tedious.  ^ 

Before  he  can  e under  our  care,  his  difeafe  had  ■ 
continued,  with  very  little  alteration,  for  the  fpace  ‘ 

pf 
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of  twelve  months ; and  during  that  time  it  had  re-  ' 
filled  the  ufe  of  various  remedies.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  all  our  attempts,  fhould  he  ever 
return  to  be  treated  here,  will  not  be  more  for- 
tunate. Had  he,  however,  continued  attendance 
with  us,  1 Ihould,  at  lead,  have  given  a fair  trial 
I to  different  medicines,  from  which,  I apprehend, 

Ifomething  might  have  been  expedted. 

Here  it  will  naturally  occur  to  you,  from  what 
I have  faid  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  that  I 
confidcr  the  great  objedl  in  the  cure  to  be  the 
;refloration  of  proper  fenfibility  to  the  nerves. 
iThe  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  where  there  is  no 
obltrudlion  to  the  intercourfe  with  the  fenforium, 

I confider  as  depending  on.  two  circumftances ; 

I firfl  on  the  condition  of  the  fentient  extremity ; 

^ and,fecondly,on  the  condition  ofthe  nervous  fluid. 

j » 

I And,  as  I confider  the  brain  to  be  not  one  only, 

I but  a great  number  of  fecreting  organs,  I ima- 
j|:gine  the  fluid  may  be  morbidly  altered  in  one 
i nerve,  while  it  is  notfoin  another j and, lam difpo- 
I fed  alfb  to  think,  that,  from  an  adlion  on  the  ex- 
tremity  of  any  nerve,  the  flate  of  fecretion,  at 
<that  part  of  the  brain  furnifliing  it  with  fluid,  may 
be  altered  j for,  in  every  cafe,  impreffions  on  the 
. extremity 
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extremity  of  a nerve  are  immediately  communi- 
cated to  its  origin. 

On  thefe  principles,  then,  I confider  the  in- 
treafed  fenfibility  here  as  depending  upon  both 
the  circumftances  -which  have  been  pointed  out ; 
perhaps,  however,  it  depends  more  on  a change  in 
the  (late  of  the  nervous  fluid  than  in  the  fentient  ' 
extremity  of  the  nerve.  At  leaft,  that  this  took  i 
place,  with  regard  to  the  cafe  to  which  I have  com-  , 
pared  the  prefent,  was  evident  from  the  uneafmefs 
remaining  after  the  nerve  was  cut,  and  from  its 
ariflng  above  the  incifion.  Suppofing  this,  there-  ; 
fore,  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  augmented  fenfibility, 
the  proper  (late  is  to  be  reflored,  both  by  an  al- 
teration in  the  condition  of  the  nervous  fluid  with 
which  the  part  is  fupplied,  and  of  the  fentient 
extremities  of  the  nerves  with  which  it  is  furni/h- 
ed. 

Thofe  who  heard  the  obfervations  which  I offered 
on  the  cafe  of  Janet  Wilfon,  will  not  be  furprifed, 
that,  with  thefe  intentions,  I fhould  have  had  re- 
■courfe  to  eleftricity,  efpecially  as  I was  difpofed  to 
imagine, that  it  produced.fogood  efiedlsin  that  cafe. 

It  may,  at  firft  fight,  indeed,  feem  odd,  that  I 
fliould  have  here  employed,  for  diminifliing  mor- 
bid fenfibility,  a remedy  which  is  known  to  be 

fo 
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fo  powerful  an  agent  in  augmenting  it,  or  refto- 

ring  it  when  it  is  diminiflied  or  loft.  But,  I am 

inclined  to  believe,  that  thefe  elFeds  are  produ- 
\ 

ced  in  confequence  of  its  altering  the  ftate  of  fe- 
cretion,  and  that,  by  an  analogous  alteration,  it 
will  reftore  the  nervous  fluid  to  the  natural  ftate 
when  it  is  otherwife  affedled. 

But,  whatever  be  the  principle  of  a£lion,  I am 
perfuaded,  from  fadls,  that  eledlricity  is  capable 
of  diminifliing  morbid  fenfibility.  And,  on  thefe 
grounds,  I diredbed  it  to  the  prefent  patient.  In 
a cafe,  however,  where,  from  the  flighteft  touch, 
exquifite  pain  was  induced,  it  was  neceflary  to  ■ 
begin  with  the  utmoft  caution.  On  this  account, 

I began  by  diredting-for  our  prefent  patient  the 
eledlrical  fomentation,  that  is,  the  mere  charging 
his  body  with  eledlrical  fire.  In  this  way  of  ex- 
hibition, I am  of  opinion  that  the  eledlricity  ope- 
rates as  a ftimulus  to  the  whole  fyftem.  But  it 
' does  not  affedl  any  part  fo  immediately  as  if  ei- 
ther fhocks  are  given,  or  fparks  drawn  from 
thence.  It  was  on  this  account,  therefore,  that, 
at  the  fame  time,  I ordered  that  a trial  fhould  be 
made  whether  the  patient  was  able  to  have  fparks 
drawn  from  the  extremity  of  the  fingers  of  the 
left  hand.  Almoft  contrary  to  expedtation,  I 

found 


/ 
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found,  that,  in  this  way,  he  was  able  to  bear  it. 
For,  although  it  excited  fome  pain,  yet  that  pain 
was  but  of  fliort  continuance.  ' . 

i^fter  he  had  but  for  a fhort  time  .ufed  the 

i 

eledlricity  in  this  manner,  there,  was  the  ap-  ! 
pearance  of  -fome  progrefs  in  the  cure ; for, 
although  the  pain  from  the  touch  ftill  conti-  ■ 
nued,  yet  he  was  able  to  move  his  fingers  i 
a little.  At  this  time,  however,  our  electrical 
machine  met  with  an  accident,  which  necef- 
farily  gave  an  interruption  to  the  cure,  and  it 
was  not  again  got  fo  foon  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  workman  as  could  have  been  wifhed*.  Du-  ' 
ring  this  period,  the  patient  called  feveral  times 
without  being  eledrified ; and,  after  repeated 
difappointments,  he  at  lail  forfook  us.  I muft 
own,  that  I was  very  forry  for  this,  both  on  his  ■ 
own  account,  as  1 imagined  that  he  had  fome  chance 
of  recovery  from  it,  and  on  ours,  as  it  prevented 
the  trial  which  we  had  in  view.  If  I fliall  ever  fall 
in  with  him  again,  provided  his  difeafe  is  in  the 
fame  fituation,  I fhall  perfuade  him  to  renew  the 
ufe  of  the  eledlricity.  Of  other  meafures,  how- 
ever, which  ought  afterwards  to  be  taken,  fhould 
the  eledricity  prove  abortive,  it  is  unneceffary 
to  fay  any  thing,  fincc  there  is  but  little  profped 

that 
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that  we  fliall  hereafter  have  any  opportunity  ol 
treating  this  cafe. 

* * * * 

As  this  patient  never  afterwards  returned  to 
the  Difpenlary,  the  future  progrefs  and  the  event 
of  his  cafe  are  not  accurately  known.  But  fome 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  attended  the  ledtures,  met 
him  fome  months  afterwards  in  the  ftreet,  and 
he  informed  them,  that  his  complaint  ftill  con- 
tinued nearly  in  the  fame  Rate  as  before.  At 
that  time  he  was  under  the  direftion  of  another 
pradlitioner. 


CASE  XIX. 

Obfervatlons  on  a Cafe  of  Convulfio,  treated  with 
the  Filulae  Caeruleae»  ' . 

T M , a man  aged  29,  by  trade  a 

J flioemaker,  admitted  18th  of  April  1777,  is 
afiedled  almoft  every  evening,  foon  after  going 
to  bed,  with  convulfive  motions  of  different  parts 

Kk  of 
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of  his  body,  particularly  of  the  legs  and  arms.  ’ 
The  length  of  time  for  which  thefe  fits  continue  ; 
is  confiderably  varied.  Sometimes  they  lafl  for  ! 
half  an'hour,  fometimcs  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  ' 
when  they,  in  general,  terminate  by  inducing  a 
profufe  fweat.  During  the  continuance  of  the 
fit  he  is  affeded  with  dyfpnoea  and  vertigo.  And 
for  the  moft  part  it  is  attended  alfo  with  an  invo- 
luntary difcharge  by  (tool  and  urine.  Immediately 
after  the  convulfive  motions  ceafe,  he,  in  general, 
falls  alleep,  and  refls  well  during  the  night.  He 
complains,  however,  of  being  much  diflreffed 
through  the  day  with  a fcnfe  of  weight  and  op- 
preffion  about  the  praecordia  ; and  he  is  alfo  fre- 
quently diflreffed  with  flatulence. 

His  appetite  is  fomewhat  impaired,  and  his 
belly  is  bound,  unlefs  when  he  ufes  purgative 
pills.  But  his  pulfe  and  heat  are  natural.  ' 

He  has  been  affe£led  with  thefe  complaints  for  ' 
about  the  fpace  of  three  weeks.  Before  that,  he  I 
was  never  fubjefted  to  any  fimilar  affe6lion  j and  | 
none  of  his  parents,  or  near  connections,  wdre  e- 
ver  known  to  be  liable  to  any  fuch  difeafe.  ^ 
During  the  fits  none  of  his  fenfes  are  impaired  ; \ 

and  he  can  fpeak  to  thofe  around  him,  although  : 

» ^ ^ 

not  without  difficulty. 

He 
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He  imputes  his  affeftlon  to  exceffive  drinking 
of  (Irong  liquors,  with  which  he  had  b.een  tre- 
quently  intoxicated  to  a great  degree  before  his 
fits  began. 

He  has  ufed  fome  remedies  w'ith  which  he  is 
unacquainted,  and  from  which  he  has  derived 
very  little,  if  any  relief.  He  is  at  prefent  in  the 
habit  of  taking  Anderfon’s  pills,  to  fuch  an  ex- 
tent as  to  produce  two  or  three  loofe  {tools  every 
dav. 

j - • 

Intermittantur  pUulae  cathartlcae^  et 

E,  Laudani  liquidi  giittas  viginti  quinque. 
Syrupi  ftpiplicis  drachmas  duas.  ^ 

Aqua  menthae  unciam  unam.  M.  Fiat  hau- 
Jlem  Jumendus  omni  node  hora  Jomni ; ncc 
non  fumat  omni  mane  pilulam  Caeruleam 
unam. 

April  26.  He  has  taken  his  medicines  as  direc- 

1 

ted,  and  he  has  had  no  fit  for  thele  feveral  days 
paft.  But,  about  eleven  o’clock  this  forenoon, 
he  had  a flight  attack.  His  belly  has  been  very 
bound  ; and,  in  order  to  obviate  the  coflivenefs, 
he  has  had  occafionally  tecourfe  to  the  Ander- 
fon’s  pill. 

Intermittantur  hauflus ; continuentur  pilulae  Cae- 
rulae^  et  capiat  alternis  nodibus  pilularum  ex  colo- 
cynthide cum  Aloe  grana  decem  hora  /omni. 

May 
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May  9.  He  had  a very  fevere  fit  on  Wednef- 
day  laft,  which  began  about  one  o’clock  m the 
morning,  and  continued  near  an  hour.  But  he 
has  had  no  other  fince  the  laft  report.  He  is, 
however,  frequently  affedted  with  ficknefs  at  fto- 
mach,  and  with  vomiting.  He  has,  in  general, 
an  eal'y  ftool  every  day  fince  he  began  the  ufe  of 
the  purgative  pills. 

May  i6.  He  has  had  no  fit  fince  the  laft  re- 
port, and  he  has  been  but  little  affedted  with  the 
ficknefs  or  vomiting.  But  he  complains  much 
at  prefent  of  pain  abbVit  the  region  of  his  fto- 
mach.  Belly  regular,  although  he  has  taken 
but  few  of  the  purgative  pills. 

Intermittantur  plulae  ex  Colocynthide  cum  Aloe  i 
continuentur  pilulae  Caeruleae,  et  capiat  pilulam 
unam  mane  et  vefpere. 

May  23.  He  had  a fevere  fit  on  Friday  night, 
and  another  on  Saturday.  But  fince  that  he  has 
had  no  return  of  them. 

Continuentur  pilulae  Caeruleae,  fed  capiat  pilulas 
duas  omni  node  et  pilulam  unam  omni  mane. 

May  30.  Hc  has  had  no  fit  fince  the  laft  re- 
port. But  he  complains  much  of  ficknefs  at  his 
ftomach.  Yet  his  appetite  is  fomewhat  mended. 

Continuentur  pilulae  Caeruleae,  ut  antea. 

Ohfer, 
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Obfervations  delivered  June  10. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  is,  in  fome  refpe£ls,  fin^ 
gular,  and  affords,  I apprehend,  an  example  ot 
a difeafe  not  every  day  occurring  in  pradice. 
His  difeafe  confifts  of  paroxyfins  which  give  evi- 
1 dent  indication  of  their  being  of  the  nervous 
kind.  Thefe,  at  their  firfl  commencement,  were 
in  fome  refpeds  periodical,  returning  evfery  eve- 
ning at  a certain  hour.  This  (late  of  appear- 

11  ances, however,  was  but  of  fhort  duration,  and,  in 
no  long  time,  he  was  fubjed  to  attacks  of  them 
with  the  fame  irregularity  as  if  they  had  been 
fits  of  the  hyfterical  or  epileptic  kind.  It  may 
farther  be  obferved,  that  to  hyfterical  and  epilep- 
: tic  fits,  they  had,  in  feveral  particulars,  fome 
refemblance.  And  fuch  affedions,  it  is  well 
■ known,  are,  in  the  prefent  age,  by  no  means  an 
unfrequent  occurrence. 

It  would  neceflarily,  therefore,  prefent  itfelf  as 
4 a probable  fuppofition,  at  leaft,  that  the  difeafe 
<1  of  our  prefent  patient  may  be  a peculiar  modifi- 
4 cation  of  either.  When  we  examine,  however, 
• the  cafe  with  attention,  ftrong  objedions  appear 
I to  both  fuppofitions.  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  re- 
Ifufed,  that  both  difeafes  put  on  very  various  ap- 
I pearances 
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pearances  ; yet,  amidft  all  thefe,  there  are  certain 
charaderiftical  fymptoms,  which,  with  each,  are 
uniformly  prefent,  and  which,  whatever  may  be 
the  variety  in  the  appearances,  ferve  to  point  out  < 
the  true  nature  of  the  affeftion. 

I 

Hyfteria,  in  every  inflance,  is  attended  with  j 
a peculiar  affection  of  the  alimentary  canal,  j 
and  with  a particular  (late  of  mind,  the  patient  | 
being  fubject  to  a remarkable  fluctuation  of  fpi- 
rits,  both  in  point  of  chearfulnefs  and  dcfpon- 
dency.  No  indication,  however,  either  of  the  one  i j 
or  the  other,  is  to  be  found  in  the  inflance  before  ) j 
us.  The  patient,  indeed,  as  might  naturally  be  - 
imagined,  is  fomething  alarmed  by  the  difeafe  to]  I 
which  he  has  now  become  fubjeCtcd.  But,  byj  j 
this,  the  affection  of  mind'  whuih  has  been  in-  j | 
duced,  approaches  to  the  defponding  condition  | 
attending  melancholia  or  hypochondriafis  ; and  j j 
there  are  no  marks  of  that  variable  flate  of  tern- 1 | 
per  which  is  the  concomitant  of  hyfleria.  Here, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that  affeCtions  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal  are  not  entirely  wanting,  and  that  thefe 
alfo  conflitute,  as  it  were,  a conflant  part  of  pa- 
roxifm  ; For,  we  are  informed  in  the  hiflory  of  the 
difeafe,  that  the  firfl  attack  of  the  fits  was  attended 
with  an  irrefiflible  inclination  to  a difeharge  both 

0/ 
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of  foeces  and  of  urine.  Such  a difcharge,  we 
mufl:  fuppofe  to  be  caufed  by  fome  involuntary 
muffcular  adion.'  And  it  might  proceed  either 
from  the  adion  of  the  containing  organs,  as  the 
bladder  and  redfum,  or  from  the  action  of  other 
mufcles,  as  the  abdominal  ones,  giving  compref- 
fion  to  thefe  vifcera.  On  the  lafl:  of  thefe  fuppoft- 
tions,,  which,  of  the  two,  is  not  the  leaft  impro- 
bable, we  have,  in  this  cafe,  no  proper  afFedion 
of  the  alimentary  canal.  But,  even  adopting 
the  firfl;  to  be  the  real  caufe  of  the  involuntary 
difcharge,  yet  this  is  an  afFedion  very  difFerent 
from  that  murmuring  of  the  belly,  or  fenfe,  of  a 
ball  rifmg  to  the  throat,  which  occurs  in  hyfteria. 
Befides,  although  this  appearance  at  firft  took 
place,  yet  it  has  for  fome  time  ceafed ; and  he 
has  had,  even 'of  late,  feveral  very  fevere  fits, 

1 where  there  v/as  no  fuch  appearance.  There  can 
;be  no  queftion,  then,  that  the  efFential  fymptoms 
;of  Hyfieria  are  here  wanting,  and  that  we 
Imuft  look  for  the  afFedion  under  fome  other 

! genus. 

To  the  fuppofition  of  its  being  an  epilepfy, 
which  is  an  afFedion  of  the  nervous  kind,  to' 
which  it  has  alfo  fome  refernblance,  there  are  ftill 
: greater  difficulties.  Even  in  the  convulfive  agi- 
tations 
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tatlons  of  the  legs  and  arms,  there  is  an  obvious 
diffimilitude.  Ehere  the  motions  arc  violent, 
but  without  rapid  fucceffion.  In  the  cafe  before 
us  they  are  of  that  quick  nature  which  gives  the 
ridiculous  contorfions  in  the  chorea  St  Viti.  Be- 
lides this,  a ftill  more  elfential  fymptom  of  the 
epilepfy  is  here  wanting  ; for,  during  the  whole 
continuance  of  the  fit,  the  patient  retains  every 
fenfe,  and  can, even  fpeak  tolerably  diftincliy.  But, 

, in  epilepfy,  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe.  Thefenfes, 
both  external  and  internal,  are  manifeftly  affec- 
ted. The  recovery  from  the  fit  is,  in  general, 
with  marks  of  delirium,  and  with  incoherent 
fpeech.  And,  I am  even  difpofed  to  confider 
the  total  abolition  of  fenfe,  at  leaft,  for  fome 
length  of  time,  as  an  elfential  charafter  of  that 
affedion. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  we  have  clonic  fpafms  of 
voluntary  mufcles,  without  any  affedion  of  the 
mental  faculties  ; and  1 look  upon  it  as  afibrd- 
ing  us  a ftriking  inflance  of  the  Convulfio,  ftrid- 
ly  fo  called.  This  alfedion,  in  different  nofo- 
logifls,  you  will  find  diltinguiflied  by  the  titles  of  . 
Chorea,  Scelotyrbe,  Hieranofos,  and  the  like. 
But,  although  it  be  divided  by  fome  nofologifts  . 
info  fo  many  genera,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  a com- 
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mon  complaint.  I would  not,  however,  be  un- 
derftood  to  rcprefent  it  as  never  occurring.  It 
is  particularly  known  to  praditioners  under  the 
form  of  what  is  called  the  Chorea  St  Viti  5 a dif- 
eafe  in  which  fuch  odd  motions  occur,  as  afford, 
at  the  fame  time,  an  objed  of  pity  and  of  laugh- 
ter. Befides  this,  according  to  the  mufcles  affec- 
ted, and  the  mode  of  the  affedion,  it  puts  oh 
various  appearances.  For  the  defcription  of  thefe 
I may  refer  you  to  the  pradical  writers  in  gene- 
ral, particularly  to  Dr  Sydenham.  You  will, 
however,  find  a remarkable  cafe  of  this  affedion 
related  by  Dr  White  of  York,  in  a late  num- 
ber of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  and,  from  the 
hiftory  which  he  gives,  it  will  appear,  that  this 
affedion  is,  in  fome  infiances,  much  more  di-^ 
ftreffmg  than  it  was  with  our  patient. 

From  the  favourable  conclufion  of  that  cafe,  1 
Ihould  be  difpofed  to  entertain  greater  hopes  of 
the  prelent  than  I would  do  otherwife.  I muft, 
however,  obferve,  that,  refpeding  the  progn9fis, 
I cannot  here  fpeak  with  very  great  confidence. 
I do  not,  indeed,  fee  any  fymptoms  which  threat 
ten  imminent  danger ; and  I have,  therefore* 
endeavoured,  as  much  as  I could,  to  quiet  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  patient.  Such  affedions, 
L 1 however, 
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however,  are,  in  general,  the  confequence  only 
of  a change  being,  as  it  were,  induced  on  the  . 
conftitution.  Hence,  when  they  have  once  ta- 
ken place,  they  cannot  eafily  be  removed.  I 
fhould  not,  therefore,  be  furprifed,  if  the  prefent 
cafe  IS  found  to  refift  the  efficacy  of  medicines  for 
fome  time,  or  even  at  length  to  baffle  our  utmofl 
efforts. 

Such  a termination  is  the  rather  to  be  feared, 
as  there  is  ground  for  prefuming,  that  the  pa- 
tient will  continue  to  be  fubjefted  to  the  caufe 
at  firft  inducing  the  affeftion.  For,  1 have  little 
doubt  in  adopting  his  own  fuppofition,  that  it  was 
the  effed  of  frequent  hard  drinking.  This  is 
generally  enumerated  among  the  caufes  of  con-r 
vulfio  by  pradical  authors,  and  is,  I believe,  one 
of  the  moft  common.  At  leaft,  the  only  inflance 
of  proper  chorea  St  Viti  which  I ever  faw,  was, 

I apprehend,  with  juflice,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
fame  caufe.  And,  indeed,  the  unfteadinefs  and  i 
fflaking  of  the  hands,  which  very  generally  occur 
from  hard  drinking,  are,  perhaps,  not  lefs  an  ap- 
proach to  this  than  to  a ftate  of  paralyfis. 

Suppofing  this  to  be  the  caufe,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  he  will  again  be  expofed  to  it ; for, 

I am  informed  by  the  tradefman  to  whom  this 
patient  is  a'journeyman,  that  he  has,  of  late  years, 

fallen 
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fallen  very  much  into  the  habit  of  drinking ; a 
. habit  which,  when  contrafted,  is  not  eafily  relin- 
quiftied.  From  this  circumftance,  therefore,  I 
conclude,  that  the  cure  will  as  much  depend  up- 
on himfelf  as  upon  any  thing  we  can  do  for  him. 

While  he  continues  to  attend  us,  however, 
meafures  may,  I apprehend,  be  taken  with  fome 
profpe£t  of  fuccefs.  And,  I am  even  difpofed 
to  think,  that  the  difeafe  'has  already,  in  fome 
meafure,  yielded  to  thq  medicines  employed. 

I come  next,  then,  to  explain  the  principles  on 
which  I have  hitherto  proceeded,  in  what  I have 
already  done,  and  briefly  to  ftate  the  future  objeQs 
which  I have  in  view. 

I confidcr  all  mufcular  action  to  be  the  effect 
of  nervous  influence,  whether  the  motion  in  that 
fluid  be  excited  by  the  a£tion  of  a ftimulus,  by 
the  power  of  volition,  or  by  any  other  means.  I 
would  then  place  the  proximate  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe in  what  we  may  call  an  inordinate  motion 
of  the  nervous  fluid.  For  exciting  this  motion 
a certain  ftimulus  is  requifite,  and  that  this  flimu- 
lus  again  may  have  effed,  a peculiar  irritability 
of  the  moving  fibre  is  neceflary.  We  may,  there- 
fore, confider  two  great  objects  as  chiefly  claim- 
ing our  attention  in  the  cure. 


I.  The 
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1.  The  removal  of  the  exciting  caufes. 

2.  The  removal  of  that  condition  of  the  mo- 
ving fibre,  without  which'  thefe  caufes  can  have 
no  effe£l. 

'If  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  ends  be 
compleatly  obtained,  it  is  evident  that  the  accef- 
fion  can  no  longer  occur.  To  the  firfl:  we  are 
conftantly  and  almofl  unavoidably  expofed.  It 
is,  therefore,  chiefly  on  the  laft  footing  that  a 
radical  cure  is  to  be  expeded.  And,  by  the  re- 
moval of  fuch  a condition  of  the  fyftem,  not  only 
convulfion,  but  even  the  much  more  obfiinate 
affedion  of  epilepfy  is  fometimes  overcome. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  fome  meafures  have 
been  taken  with  both  thefe  intentions ; but  I 
chiefly  depend,  here,  on  the  lad.  As  the  'fits 
came  at  firfl;  by  regular  accefllons,  I imagined 
that  fome  benefit  might  be  derived  from  antici- 
pating them.'  And  it  was  with  this  view  that 
I directed  an  opiate  to  be  taken  at  the  ufual  time 
of  the  attack.  With  the  intention  alfo  of  fecu- 
ring  a regular  difcharge  by  the  belly,  and  thus, 
at  lead,  preventing  one  caufe  of  irritation,  I have 
employed  purgative  pills.  But  1 have  chiefly  trufl:- 
ed  the  cure  to  the  ufe  of  the  Cuprum  Ammo- 
niacum,  under  the  form  of  the  pilulae  Caeruleae, 

than 
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than  which,  I know  no  medicine  more  powerful, 
as  removing  a difpofition  to  convulfive  affections. 
And  I had  lately  occafion  to  treat  a cafe  of  the 
cpilepfy,  where  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  has 
been  the  means  of  obtaining  a radical  cure.'  It 
is  my  intention,  therefore,  to  give  it  a fair  trial 
in  the  prefent  cafe  j and,  with  that  view,  I have 
already  augmented  the  dofe  from  one  to  three 
pills  in  the  day.  -To  this  extent,  it  has  had  no 
I other  obvious  operation  than  in  fupporting  the 
I ficknefs  at  (tomach,  of  which  he  complains.  lam 
' difpofed  to  think,  however,  that  it  has  already 
had  fome  good  effeCI  on  his  difeafe.  I confider 

f 

it  as,  in  a great  meafure,  producing  the  long  in- 
; termiffions  which  have  of  late  taken  place.  And 
I am  even  in  hopes,  that,  by  means  of  it,  the 
' cure  may  be  efiecled. 

If,  however,  I fhould  either  be  difappointed, 
or  the  difeafe  prove  tedious,  I have  thoughts'of 
I conjoining  with  it  cold  bathing.  And  if  botli 
t prove  abortive,  it  is  my  intention  to  try  this  pa- 
: tient  with  the  Puruvian  bark.  During  this  courfe, 
however,  it  is  requifite  for  him  to  avoid  as  much 
: as  poffibie  every  caufe  exciting  the  paroxyfms  or 
! fupporting  predifpofition.  And,  above  all,  I have 
enjoined  fobriety,  on  which,  perhaps,  more  than 

any 
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any  other  circumftance,  the  cure  in  the  inftancc 
before  us  muft  depend. 


This  patient  continued  on  the  ufc  of  the  pilu- 
lae Caeruleae  for  fome  weeks  longer.  And, 
without  either  increafmg  the  dofe,  or  employing 
any  other  medicine,  his  aflfeftion  was  entirely  re- 
moved, and  his  attendance  at  the  Difpenfary  dif- 
continued. 


C A S E XX. 

I 

Obfervat'ions  on  a Cafe  in  which  Jevere  periodical 
Pains  of  the  Intejlines  were  removed  by  the  Ufe 
of  the  Pilulae  Gummofae, 

O , a man  in  the  fortieth  year  of 

his  age,  admitted  May  lo.  1777s  by  trade 
a bafket-maker,  of  a low  ftature,  thin  habit,  and  . 
dark  complexion,  complains  of  being,  at  times,  • 
affefted  with  very  violent  pain  of  his  belly.  This 
pain  is  attended  with  confiderable  fwelling  and  i 

diftention 
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diftention  of  the  part,  which  feems  to  arife  from 
wind,  and  on  the  difcharge  of  wind,  he  is  always 
relieved.  This  pain  extends  upwards  from  the 
I'  under  part  of  his  belly,  through  his  whole  body, 
i and  it  is  particularly  fevere  under  his  arm-pits. 
I After  a fhort  continuance  the  diftention  ceafes ; 
I but  he  is  affedted  with  pain,  to  fome  degree, 
1 through  the  remainder  of  the  day,  after  each  at- 
3 tack ; but,  during  the  night,  it  in  general  cea- 
I fes. 

'J  He  is  affedled  with  an  attack  of  this  kind  al- 
3 moft  every  day,  particularly  when  the  weather  is 
t cold.  They  are  always  preceded  by  the  dif- 


charge of  about  two  fpoonfuls  of  an  infipid  wa- 
tery fluid  from  his  mouth.  And  this  he  takes  as 
1 a fignal  for  looting  his  apron  and  waiftcoat ; for, 
t unlefs  he  does  fo,  the  fwelling  of  his  belly,  and 
1 fevere  pain  which  inftantly  fupervene,  occafion 
i much  greater  uneafinefs.  During  thefe  attacks 
: he  complains  of  much  thirft ; and,  when  the  re- 
1 turns  of  the  pain  are  frequent,  he  is  troubled 
i with  obftinate  coftivenefs ; at  other  times  his 
*.  belly  is  regular.  His  appetite  is  good  ; he  fleeps 
3 well ; pulfc  64  ; heat  natural. 

He  has  been  fubjecl  to  thefe  complaints  for 
5 thefe  twelve  years  paft.  And  from  the  begin- 
ning 


272  MEDICAL  CASES 


ning  they  put  on  nearly  the>  fame  appearance  as 
at  prelent.  But,  of  late,  the  attacks  have  be. 
come  more  frequent  and  'more  fevere. 

' He  knows  no  particular  caufe  to  which  thefe 
complaints  can  be  afcribed  5 and  he  has  ufed  but 
few  medicines,  from  which  he  has  derived  only 
very  flight  temporary  relief.  He  obferves,  how- 
ever, that,  when  his  belly  is  loofe,  his  complaints 
are  much  eafier ; and  nothing  affords  him  fo 
much  relief,  when  his  pain  is  very  fevere,  as  a : 
warm  cloth  applied  to  his  abdomen  ; which,  how- 
ever, is  frequently  ineffedtual. 

Capiat  Omni  no^e  hora  fomni  pilularum  Gum^ 
mofarum  grana  decem»  • • 

' May  16.  He  difcharges  much  wind  downwards 
fmce  he  began  the  ufe  of  the  pills  j and  they  1 
have  the  effedt  of  keeping  his  belly  gently  open.  , 
He  has  had  no  return  of  the  diflenfion  or 


i 

i 


violent  pain.  Continuentur  pilulae  Gummofae. 

May  23.  He  ftill  continues  to  difcharge  much 
wind  downwards,  and  has  had  no  attack  of  the 
violent  pain  fmce  he  began  the  ufe  of  the  pills. 
Belly  regular. 

Continuetur  medicamentum. 


May  30.  He  continues  free  from  any  return 
of  his  pain,  and  is  in  other  refpedts  in  perfeft 
health,  | 

Obfervations  i 
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Ohfervations  delivered  June  3. 

The  cafe  of  this  patient  had  very  foon  a favour- 
! able  termination  under  our  care;  or,  at  lead, 

1 he  received  fuch  inter miflion  from  his  affedliou, 

I that  1 judged  it  unneceffary  for  him  to  continue 
'i  his  attendance  any  longer.  I would,  however, 

I by  no  means  be  aftonifhed  if  he  (hould  be  again 
i affcSed  with  a return  of  his  former  ailments ; 

: and,  1 mult  own,  that  the  relief  he  obtained  from 
I ■ his  complaints  was  much  fooner  than  1 fhould 
i have  expefted.  For,  I confider  his  cafe  as  by  no 

I means  without  lingularity.  It  is  eafier,  1 appre- 
hend, to  form  a probable  guefs  as  to  the  nature 
of  this  affedtion,  than  to  give  it  either  a proper 
name,  or  to  explain  all  the  'phaenomena.  It  is 
evident,  that  the  eflcntial  part  of  his  difeafe  con- 
fills  in  pains  beginning  in  the  abdomen ; and 
thefe,  while  they  continue,  fubfifl  with  very  great 
violence.  Among  nofological  writers,  all  pains  of 

!the  inteltines  not  arifmg  from  any  fixed  caufe, 
are  referred  only  to  the  general  head  of  Colica. 

!To  the  bellowing  this  denomination  on  the  pre- 
fent  alfedion  there  is,  however,  fome  objedfion, 

iFrom  its  tranfitory  nature,  as  well  as  from  the 

M m frequency 

i 

! 

I 

i 

j 
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frequency  of  it?  returns,  it  differs  in  appearance, 
at  lead,  from  uhat  is  generally  known  by  the 
title  of  Colica.  And  that,  too,  even  when  colica 
arifes  from  flatulence,  which  manifeftly  appears 
to  be  the  caufc  in  the  inftancr  before  us. 

Bur,  befides  this,  there  are  feveral  other  pecu- 
liarities in  the  prefent  cafe.  As  an  example  of 
thefe,  we  may  mention  the  particular  fymptom 
preceding  the  attack:  The  uncommon  flow  of 
faliva  into  the  mouth.  I what  manner  this  is 
conneded  with  the  other  parts  of  the  affedion,  I 
inufl  own,  I am  totally  at  a lofs  to  fay.  It  is, 
indeed,  obvious,  that  an  increafed  feparation  of 
fluids-  by  the  fahvary  glands,  is  theeffedl  of  many 
differ ent  peculiar  fenfations.  Thus,  for  example, 
it  arifes  not  unfrtquently  from  particular  founds. 
We  may,  at  lead,  conjedure,  therefore,  that  it  Is 
produced,  in  the  prefent  inffance,  by  a caufc 
fomething  fimilar,  and  that  it  depends  on  a pecu- 
liar fenfation  arifing  from  the  bowels,  which  pre- 
cedes the  violent  pain. 

I may  here  obferve,  that  this  is  not  the  only  in- 
ftance  in  which  I have  known  fuch  an  appear- 
ance to  occur.  I have  had  occafion  to  treat  two 
cafes  of  epilepfy,  in  which  a flow  of  infipid 
\vatery  fluid  into  the  mouth  was  the  forerunner 

of 
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of  the  attack.  » And  there  I was  difpofed  to  ima- 
gine that  k might  be.  -explained  on  the  fappofi- 
tion  now  thrown  out.  But  whether,  in  the  one 
cafe  or  the  other,  the  fuppofition  was  well  found- 
ed, I will  not  pretend  to  affirm. 

As  the  affeclion  of  this  patient  is  fingular  ih 
the  circumftances  preceding-the  pain,  fo  it  is  alfo 
in  the  confequenccs  of  it,  or  at  I'ealt  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  is  propagated.  We  are  told, 
that;  in  every  attack,  it  begins  at  the  under  part 
of  the  belly  j and  that  in  the  pained  part  there  is 
a manifefl;  fwelling  and  diftention.  it  is  foon, 
however,  propagated  from  the  part  where  it  has 
its  origin,  through  the  trunk  of  the  body  in  ge- 
neral, and  it  terminates,  as  it  were,  under  tho 
arm-pits,  in  which  it  is  particularly  fevere.  From, 
what  caufe  it  is  determined  in  this  particular  di- 
redion,  I cannot  pretend  to  fay.  Some  would  be 
difpofed  to  refer  it  to  the  continuity  of  mem- 
branes j while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  would  re- 
fer the  feverity  of  it  under  the  arm-pit,  to  the 
termination  and  interruption  of  thefci 

'fo  this  reafoning,  I rnuft  own  that  I krjpw  no 
very  Ilrong  objection  j at  the  fame  time,  1 can 
. hardly  confider  it  as  confirmed  by  the  phaeno- 
mena ; for,  although,  in  particular  cafes,  as  in 

the 
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the  prefent,  pain  may  always  follow  a certain  di- 
redion  ; yet  when  we  compare  together  different 
cafes,  the  courfe  in  which  pains  are  propagated 
is  very  much  varied,  while,  at  the  fame  time,-  in 
all  thefe  inftances,  the  conneclion  of  the  mem- 
branes  is  the  fame.  I am,  therefore,  difpofed 
to  confider  the  diredion  in  which  it  is  pro-  j 
pagated,  to  be,  in  each  cafe,  the  confequence  of  j 
the  particular  condition  of  the  parts  which  are  j 
more  efpecially  affected.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  j 
it  is  probably  rather  from  the  condition  of  the  \ 
riervts  in  the  part  than  of  the  fimple  folids. 

Yet,  on  whatever  footing  we  are  to  explain 
the  appearances  which  are  either  the  forerun- 
ners or  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  attacks, 
we  can,  I apprehend,  be  in  little  doubt  in  aferi- 

■ 

bing  the  principal  part  of  the  complaint  to  an 
afi'edion  of  the.  fpafmodic  kind ; and  we  mufl  . 
confider  this  fpafmodic  affedion  to  arife  from  di- 
llenfion  of  the  intefUnes  by  wind.  This  is  equal- 
ly evident,  both  from  the  fwelling  of  the  belly,  ^ 
and  from  the"  relief  which  the  patient  receives  on 
the  difeharge  of  wind. 

On  this  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  affedion,  I 
did  not  defpair  of  being  able  to  bring  about  a 
cure,  or,  at  lead,  of  alleviating  the  feverity  of 

' ^ the 
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the  pains,  and  of  diminifliing  the,  frequency,  of 
the  attacks.  When  I confideredl,  however,  the 
violence  of  the. attacks,  I was  difpofed  to  think, 
that  it  would  not  be  ealily  effected.  And  when 
I reflected,  that  it  had  fubfifted  for-the  fpace.  of 
twelve  years,  1 imagined  it  would  not  be  brought  . 
about  in  a fhort  fpace  of  time.  While,  there- 
fore, 1 looked  for  a favourable  termination,  I yet 
dreaded  that  the  cafe  would  be  tedious.  In  this, 
however,  it  appeareu,  from  what  afterwards  hap- 
pened, that  my  apprehenfions  were  groundlefs. 

I confidered  the  cure  of  this  alFedion  as  turn- 
ing on  two  circumitances.  The'  firfl;  was  the 
frequent  expulfion  of  wind  from  the  inteflines, 
by  which  the  caufe  inducing  the  fpafmodic  affec- 
tion would  be  taken  off ; and  the  fecond,  the'  re- 
moval of  the  difpofition  to  fpafm,  from  which, 
although  the  irritating  caufe  might,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  remain,  yet  it  would  foon  ceafe  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  former  effedt.'  It  was  with  the 
•view  of  anfwering  both  thefe  intentions  that  I had 
here  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  the  pilulae  Guminofae, 
in  which  I trufted  chiefly  to  the  ftimulant  and 
antifpafmodic  powers  of  the  affa  foetida. 

There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  this  medi- 
cine fully  anfwered  the  intentions  which  I had  in 


view. 
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view.  From  the  time  that  our  patient  began  to 
ufe  this  medicine  he  had  a free  difeharge  of  wind 
downwards,  and  it  feemed  to  have  further  the  ef- 
fect of  occafioning  a regular  evacuation  of  foe-  ^ 
culent  matter  by  ftool ; For,  during  the  ufe  of  i 
the  pills,  his  belly  was  moderately  open.  With  | 
thefe  changes,  the  patient  was  at  the  fame  time  { 
freed  from  any  return  of  the  violent  pain  ; and,, 
after  fuffering  no  relapfe  for  the  fpace  of  a month, 

'I  thought  it  unneceifary  to  perfift  any  longer  in 
the  ufe  of  the  medicine.  1 difmiffed  him,  there- 
fore, for  the  time,  at  leaft,  cured.  I will  not, 
however,  fay  that  he  will  continue  free  from  any 
returns.  But,  if  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  we  will  ^ 
probably  hear  of  him  again,  and,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  fame  medicines,  his  complaint,  I hope,  may 
be  removed. 

* * * * 

This  patient  has  not  again  made  application 
at  the  Dilpenfary  fmee  he  was  difmifTed.  And 
when  inquiry  was  made  after  him  at  the  end  of  ■ j | 
feveral  months  after  he  was  difmiffed  from  the  , ■ , 
Dffpenfary,  he  ftill  continued  free  from  any  re- 
turn  of  his  former  complaint ; and  in  other  re-  j 

fpeas  in  perfea  health.  ' j 

C AS  E 
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CASE  XXI. 

I Obfervations  on  an  obfiinate  cutaneous  Affedion  of 
the  leprous  Kind, 

. I • 

!1~' R , a woman  in  the  thirty-fifth 

year  of  her  age,(  of  a moderately  full  ha- 
bit, and  middle  flature,  has,  on  diflerent  parts  pf 
the  trunk  of  her  body,  an  eruption,  appearing 
under  the  form  of  dry  white  coloured  fcales,  ri- 

Ifing  a little  above  the  furfaee  of  the  fkin.  Her 
legs  and  arms  are  alio  overfpread  with  an  erup- 
tion of  the  fame  kind  ; but  few  appear  on  her 
face.  Thefe  dry  fcabs  are  of  different  fizes ; fome 
|i  of  them  lefs  than  a fixpence,  others  larger  than  a 
4 fhilling. 

ij|  Thefe  white  fcurfs  fometimes  fpontaneoufly  fall 
I off,  and  the  parts  below  appear  pretematurally 

V 

4 red,  but  are  not  in  any  degree  ulcerated,  and  ne- 
|ver  manifeftly  difcharge  any  matter.  When  the 
i white  dry  fcurfs  fall  off,  the  parts  below  are  fomc- 
iwhat  hot  and  itchy,  but  not  to  any  great  degree#. 
«(And,  in  a fhort  time,  they  are  again  gradually 

covered 

\ 
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covered  by  other  white  fcabs  of  the  fame  na- 
ture. 


She  is  never  free  from  this  affedfion  for  any 
part  of  the  year  ; but  the  erruption  is  ulually  ob- 
ferved  to  be  moft  extenfive  during  fpring  and 
‘autumn.  Befides  the  eruption,  fhe  complains 
alfo  of  being  frequently  affected  with  head-ach, 
attended  with  -fome  degree  of  vertigo,  which 
principally  attacks  her  in  the  morning ; and  is, 
for  the  moft  part,  eafier  towards  night.  Her  ap- 
petite is  good  j her  heat  natural ; and  her  pulfe 
beats  about  eighty  ftrokes  in  the  minute.  Her 
belly  and  menfes  are  regular. 

This  eruption  firft  appeared  about  fourteen 
years  ago,  and  was  then  nearly  to  as  great  an 
'extent'  as  at  prefent.  -During  the  period  of  its 
continuance,  it  has,  at  different  times,  yielded  to 
medicines  diredled  for  the  removal  of  it.  But 
file  has  never  been  long  free  from  it.  She  does 
not  know  what  the  medicines  were.  But,  about 
.five  years  ago,  when  fhe  was  in  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary for  this  complaint,  where  fhe  remained  for 
the  fpace  of  about  fixteen  weeks,  fhe  received 
very  confiderable  relief-  from  the  ufe  of  pills, 
which  had  the  cffedl  of  loofing  her  teeth. 


I 


i 


I 


i 
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She  afcribes  this  complaint  to  her  having  eat 
much  falmon,  and  afterwards  drunk  frefli  milk 5 
as,  foon  after  fhe  had  done  fo,  the  prefent  affec- 
tion began.  None  of  her  parents  or  near  rela- 
tions have  ever  been  fubje£led  to  any  fuch  com- 
plaint. And  her  diet,  as  well  as  her  mode  of  li- 
ving, in  other  refpeftsi  has  been  in  no  particular 
different  from  that  of  other  people  of  her  own 

rank.  ' 

5,  Mercurii  Corrofivi  fublimati  grana  quatmr 
fohe  in  aquae  purae  uncias  feptem,  et  folutioni  adde 
'Spiritus  Lavendidae  compofitae  unciam  unam,  Mt 
Capiat  femunciam  omni  node  horae  decubitus. 

May  13.  She  has  taken  the  folution  regularly;  and 
it  has  never  produced  any  fweat  during  the  night  i 
But  the  firft  dofes  griped  her  a little,  and  occa- 
fioned  fome  loofe  flools  in  the  morning.  Now, 
however,  it  neither  produces  gripes  nor  loofenefs  5 
but  fhe  does  not  obferve  any  obvious  change  in 
the  eruption,  or  on  the  flate  of  her  other  com-' 
plaints. 

Continuetur  medicamentum^  ut  anieai 
May  16.  Her  fymptoms  continue  as  before, 
and  file  has  no  uneafinefs  from  the  folution.  ' 
Continuetur  medicamentum. 

N n 


May 
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May  2 3.  The  eruption  is  fomewhat  diminifhed 
on  the  trunk  of  her  body,  but  on  her  arms  it 
continues  much  in  the  fame  ftate  as  formerly. 
In 'other  refpcdl^s,  however,  flie  now  thinks  that 
fhe  enjoys  better  health  than  at  the  time  when 
fhe  began  her -ittedicines.  Continuetur  folutio. 

May  3c.  The  eruption  on  her  arms  is  nothing 
diminifhed  ; and  that  on  the  trunk  of  her  body 
is  rather  increafed  fince  lafl  report.  The  folu-  ■ 
tion  has  of  late  occafioned  much  ficknefs  at  fto- 
mach,  and  fevere  gripes,  with  fome  loofenefs ; 
but  it  has  never  had  any  effedt  in  producing  moi- 
fture  on  the  fkin  during  the  riight. 

Intermittatur  folutio  Mercurii  corrofwi  fublimati^ 

It 

k Acidi  Vitriolici  drachmam  unam, 

' Aquae  purae  fefcunciam. 

Sy^  upi  fimplicis  femunciam.  M. 

Capiat  drachmam  unam  ex  aquae  cyatho  oni' 
ni  mane. 

June  10.  The  mixture  with  the  vitriolic  acid 
occafions  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  but  without  vomit- 
ing. She  ftill  complains  of  gripes,  and  is 
'particularly  affeaed  with  them  in  the  afternoon, 
when  they  are  in  general  attended  with  fome  de- 
gree of  loofenefs.  The  eruption  on  her  arms. 
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and  alfo  on  the  trunk  of  her  body,  is  greatly  di- 
minifhed  fince  (lie  began  this  medicine. 

Continuetur  mijlura  Vitriolica,  Sed  capiat 
drachmam  unam  mane  et  vefpere  ; nec  non.  capiat , 
his  in  feptimana.  Salts  Qlauberi  fefcunciam  ex 
Aquae  ferventis  unciis  odo  pro  cathartico. 

June  17.  The  two  dofes  of  Glauber’s  falts  ope- 
rated rather  feverely.  But  the  mixture  with  the 
vitriolic  acid  fits  ealily  on  her  ftornach.  And 
the  eruption  is  now  almofl  entirely  gone  from 
every  part  of  the  furface  of  her  body,  excepting 
a little  about  the  wrifls  and  ancles. 

Continuetur  mixtura  VitrioUca  lit  antea,  et  re- 
petatur Sal  Glauberi  bis  in  feptimana,  fed  capiat 
unciam  unam  folummodo  pro  finguUs  dofibus. 


Obfervations  delivered  fune  24. 

The  affe£tion  under  which  this  patient  labours,  ' 
at  leafl  the  far  greater  part,  is  an  obvious  one. 

It  affords  us  an  evident  example  of  a cutaneous 
difeafe,  and  that,  too,  not  lefs  extenfive  than  di- 
flinclly  marked  in  its  appearance.  Some  parts, 
indeed,  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  are  more  affec- 
ted with  it  than  others  j and  this  is  particularly 

the 


g84  MEDICAL  CASES 


the  cafe  with  refpe£t  to  the  fuperior  extremities, 

$ 

But,  befides  thefe,  the  inferior  extremities  alfo, 
and  the  trunk  of  her  body,  when  flie  came  un- 
der our  care,  were  in  many  places  covered  with 
the  fame  eruption.  But,  exdufive  of  the  difeafe 
obvioufly  appearing,  there  were  alfo  marks  indica- 
ting here  a general  affe£lion  of  the  fyftem.  For, 
of  fuch  an  affedhion  the  head-ach  and  vertigo,  to 
which  file  is  frequently  fubjeded,  alFord  undoubt- 
ed evidence.  Thefe,  however,  are  not  to  be 
Gonfidered  as  by  any  means  conftituting  a fepa- 
rate  difeafe,  or  giving  what  could  be  viewed  as  a 
complicated  affection.'  They  are -merely  to  be 
confidcred.as  fymptoms  from  the  cutaneous  af- 
fcdlion,  and  that,  probably,  depending  on  the 
difeharge  by  the  furface. 

Nptwithflanding  the  extent  of  the  difeafe,  how- 
ever, it  would  appear  that  her  health,  in  feveral 
refpefts,  is  very  little  affeded.  Her  pulfe  and 
heat  are  at  the  natural  ftandard,  while,  at  the 
fpme  time,  the  difeharges  by  ftool,  urine,  and  o- 
ther  excretions,  are  in  a healthful  condition,  and 
her  appetite  is  unimpaired.  I could,  therefore, 
. confider  her  as  being  fubjedled  to  no  other  difeafe 
but  the  obvious  cutaneous  ^ffedion. 


Of 
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Ot  the  diflindion  of  cutaneous  affeftions,  and 
of  the  general  caufes  to  which  they  are  to  be  at- 
tributed, when  fpeaking  of  fome  other  cafes,  I 
have  already  had  occafion  to  make  fome  remarks. 
According  to  the  diflindtion  which  I then  attempt- 
ed to  cftablifli,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  refer- 
ring  the  prcfent  cafe  to  the  head  of  the  Lepra. 
And  here  1 find  very  difiindly  almoft  all  the  cha- 
radlers  of  the  lepra,  as  defined  by  the  greater 
number  of  nofologifts.  True,  indeed,  it  is  here 
faid,  that  there  is  neither  any  itchy  nor  painful 
fenfation  from  the  eruption.  And,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  former  of  thefe,  the  itchy  fen- 
fation, is  introduced  into  the  definition  of  lepra 
by  moft  nofologifts.  But  it  cannot,  I imagine, 
be  confidered  as  an  eflential  part.  And,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  account  given  by  our  patient,  it  is,  I 
'think,  extremely  doubtful,  whether  this  fenfation 
has  been  entirely  wanting. 

Of  all  the  fpecies  defcribed  by  Mr  Sauvages,  the 
prefent  moft  nearly  relembles  his  Lepra  Graeco- 
rum, or,  as  it  is  called  ordinarily  the  Lepra.  And, 
it  is  here^to  be  obferved,  that  the  parts  afFedled 
are  without  pain,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  infen- 
fible.  Thus,  in  as  far  as  any  itchy  fenfation’  does 
occur,  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  parts  furround- 
ing the  fcabs. 


This 
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This  afFeftiorij  it  is  to  be  obfcrved,  takes  j 
place  but  rarely  in  this  country ; and,  I may,  ' 
fay,  that  I never  before  faw  an  inftance  occur.  ] 
ring  precifely  in  the  fame  form  as  the  pre-  « 
fent.  The  eruption  is  more  dry  and  fcaly,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  thefe  fcales  fmaller  in  fize,  and 
extending  farther  over  the  body,  than  is  genera!- 
ly  the  cafe. 

From  every  circumftance,  I was  difpofed  to 
conclude,  that  we  fliould  find  this  affedion  very 
obllinate.  1 he  difeafe,  in  the  flate  here  dcfcri- 
bed,  is  generally  remarked  to  be  fo.  But,  it 
may  be  confidered  as  flill  farther  unfavour- 
able in  the  inflance  before  us,  as  it  is  * 

by  no  means  in  a recent  flate.  Before  the 
patient  came  under  our  care,  it  had  already 
fubfifled  fourteen  years,  and,  during  t^^t  pe- 
riod, a great  variety  of  medicines  had  been 

tried  in  vain.  To  fome,  indeed,  we  are  told,  ; 
that  it  feemed  for  a little  time  to  yield  ; but  it 
foon  again  returned  to  its  former  condition.  ■ 

When,  therefore,  there  is  thus  far  evidence  of 
its  being  rooted  in  the  conflitution,  we  cannot 
reafonably  exped  an  expeditious  cure  ; and  there 
is  even  reafon  to  apprehend,  that.  In  the  end,  we 
fhall  be  as  much  foiled  as  other  praditioners  have 

been. 
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been.  I may,  however,  affert,  that  the  attempts 
to  cure  which  we  have  already  made,  have  not 
been  altogether  without  effect»  And  I am  not 
without  hopes  that  we  fliall  be  able  to  difinifs 
this  patient  confiderably  relieved,  and  that  flie 
will,  at  leaff,  continue  fo  for  fome  time. 

I have  formerly,  obferved,  that,  with  refpe£i  to 
the  principles  on  which  the  pradlice,  in  fuch  a cafe, 
ought  to  proceed,  I am  much  at  a lofs.  Thdfe 
are,  in  a great  meafure,  to  be  accommodated  to 
the  particular  caufe  from  which  tlie  affection 
more  immediately  arifes  ; and  while  hach  caufes 
are,  in  their  nature,  very  different,  they  cannot 
always,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  be  afccr- 
tained. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  there  are  few  circuin- 
ftances  throwing  much  light  on  the  particular 
caufes  . hich  have  operated.  In  this  way,  there 
is  no  conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  remote 
caufes.  The  patient  herfelf  aferibed  her  affedion 
to  the  eating  of  fifh  with  milk.  -For  this  conjee-  * 
ture,  however,  I am  difpofed  to  think  there  is  no 
foundation.  Not  only  patients  thenrfelves,  in- 
deed, but  praflitioners  alfo,  are  led  to  confider 

« 

the  ufe  of  liHi  as  a powerful  caufe  of  cutaneous 
difeafesj  and  I do  not  mean  to  deny  that 

it 
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it  may  be  the  cafe.  But,  when  this  happens,  It 
is  not  the  efFeiSt  of  a finge  meal,  but  of  the  long 
continued  ufe  of  fifh,  and  of  thefe  as  then  confti- 
tutlng  the  greatefl;  part  of  the  aliment. 

Here,  however,  the  difeafe  is  afcribed  to  the 
ufe  of  filh  at  one  meal  only,  and  then  to  the 
imprudent  mixture  of  them  with  milk,  which 
fhe  took  at  the  fame  meal.  Though  fuch  a mix- 
ture is  very  generally  forbid,  I am  inclined  to 
confider  It  as  merely  a popular  prejudice.  And, 
at  any  rate,  if  it  gave  rife  to  a cutaneous  affedion, 
we  might  conclude,  that  it  would  be  merely  of  a 
tranfitory  nature ; fuch  as  is  frequently  obfer- 
ved  to  proceed  in  fome  habits  from  the  ufe  of 
fhell-filhj  and,  indeed,  in  particular  conftitutions, 
from  the  adion  of  different  articles  of  aliment 
on  the  flomach.  ' ' 

From  the  obflinacy  and  extent  of  the  affedion 
with  this  patient,  1 was  inclined  to  confider  the  dif- 
eafe as  in  a great  meafure  depending  on  the  general 
ftate  of  the  fluids.  Hence,  I imagine  that  a cure 
was  chiefly  to  be  expeded  from  an  alteration  of 
the  mafs  of  blood.  And,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  a radical  recovery,  if  it  be  obtained,  will  be 
more  the  effed  of  diet  than  of  medicines.  It  is 

on  the  idea  now  mentioned,  however,  that  I have 

thoughts 
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thoughts  of  attempting  the  cure  rather  by  inter- 
nal than  by  external  mcafures.  Though  I mull, 
at  the  fame  time,  confels,  that  the  remedies 
which  I have  already  employed,  are  uled  rather 
on  an  empyrical  than  on  a rational  footing, 

I have  already  faid,  that  I look  upon  the  great- 
er part  of  cutaneous  afFe£iions  as  to  be  cured  ra- 

I 

ther  by  external  than  by  internal  means.  And, 
I imagine,  that  even  the  latter  fometimes  have 
influence  by  topical  afUon  on  the  ajfefted  parts 
after  entering  by  circulation.  » 

How  far  the  medicines  which  we  have  here 
ufed  may  have  acted  on  thefe  principles,  I fliall 

not  pretend  to  fay.  But,  1 ani  inclined  to  think, 

* » 

that  this  is  particularly  the  cafe  with  refpe£f  to  the 
firfl;  medicine  which  we  employed,  the  mercurial. 
I am  perfuaded,  that  there  is  not  a more  power- 
ful medicine  than  mercury,  where  a change  is  re- 
quirdd  in  the  general  mafs  of  the  fluids,  the 
ikme  time,  1 (uppofe  it  to  adl  alfo  as  a ftimulant, 
and  as  an  evacuant  by  different  excr’etories  from 
the  body.  It  exerts  thefe  effedls  more  efpecially 
bn  the  excretories  at  the  furface  when  it  is  thrown 
into  the  fyftem  in  an  acrid  dr  falihe  ftate.  And  of 
a’.!  the  acrid  mercurial  preparations,  I confider  the 

O o Corrohve 
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corrofive  fublimate  mercury  to  be  the  moft  power- 
ful. 

I 

I was,  therefore,  in  hopes,  that,  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  it  might  have  been  produdive  of  good 
effeQs.  It  is  often,  however,  inconvenient,  as  it 
occafions  gripes,  and  other  affeflions  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  efpecially  when  it  is  continued  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time  without  intermiflion. 
With  the  prefent  patient,  after  fome  weeks  con- 
tinuance, it  produced  thefe  effe£ls.  And  as,  du- 
ring that  time,  the  progrefs  to  cure  was,  at  the 
utmoft,  but  very  flow,  1 fubftitutcd  in  its  place  a 
different  medicine. 

The  medicine  I then  ordered  was,  indeed,  one 
which,  in  fuch  complaints,  has  been  very  little 
ufed.  And  1 chiefly  employed  it  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  as  I imagined,  that,  if  it  fucceeded  in  an  af- 
fedion  fo  obflinate,  it  would  afford  me  the  ftrong- 
efl  confirmation  of  its  efficacy.  This  medicine 
was  the  vitriolic  acid,  taken  internally,  ft  was 
firft,  I believe,  introduced  in  this  manner  againfl 
cutaneous  affedion  in  the  armies  of  his  Pruffiarr 
Majefty,  as  a cure  for  the  itch.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  much  ufed  in  the  continent  of  Germany^ 
particularly  at  Goettingen,  by  Dodor  Baldinger, 

one  of  the  mofl  eminent  profeflfors  there,  as  a 

' curcy 
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jcure,  both  for  the  Scabies  Sicca  and  Humida. 
The  fuccefs  which  it  has  had  in  his  hands  is  fuf- 
ficient,  I think,  to  lead  to  future  trial  5 and  with 
the  prefent  patient,  the  appearances  are,  at  leaft,  fo 
far  flattering.  She  had  not  ufed  it  for  many  ^ 
days,  when  the  eruption,  even  where  it  was  the 
worfl;,  was  very  much  diminilhed.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  however,  I reckoned  it  prudent  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  ufe  of  repeated  purgatives.  Not 
that  I dreaded  any  thing  from  what  is  generally 
called  the  repuliion  of  the  eruption,  but,  becaufe 
I concluded  that  it  mufl  occahon  a change  in  the 
circulation,  from  which  there  was  fome  inconve- 
nience to  be  apprehended.  And  fuch  inconve- 
niencc  in  pradice,  I think,  I have  already  had 
occafion  to  experience.  In  one  mflance  in  which 
1 ufed  the  vitriolic  acid  againll  an  eruption  of  the 
herpetic  kind,  very  foon  after  it  was  begun,  the 
progrefs  to  cure  appeared  to  be  very  rapid.  But 
the  removal  of  the  eruption  was  fucceeded  by  a 
dropfical  affedion,  which  I was  inclined  to  attri- 
bute to  the  cure  of  the  cutaneous  difeafe,  and 
which,  1 thought,  might  have  been  avoided 
by  affording  another  outlet.  It  was  with  the  ' 
intention  of  affording  fuch,  that  I here  em- 
ployed the  faline  purgative.  It  was  ufed,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  only  with  the  view  of  obviating  confequenr 
CCS  5 and,  in  this  cafe,  it  is  my  intention  to  try, 
at  lead,  for  fome  time,^  what  can  be  effected  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  the  vitriolic  acid  alone.  If  this' 
do  not  fucceed,  I have  thoughts  of  applying  it  ex-, 
ternally,  united  with  hogs  lard.  In  fuch  an  u- 
nion  it  forms  an  ointment  by  no  means  inelegant, 
which  1 am  inclined  to  think  will  polfefs  feveral 
advantages  over  the  ointments  made  with  fulphur 
as  their  bafis- 

Should  all  thefe  meafures  fail,  there  are  flill  ; 
many  others  which  may  be  had  recourfe  to.  But 
it  is  unnecefl'ary  to  fuggelt  any  thing  at  prefent,  , 
as,  after  the  tnai  already  propoltd,  I fhall  be  di-  i 
redtea  by  the  appearances  which  may  then  take  ! 
place.  ^ 


The  eruption,  which  had  oyerfpread  every  part  ; 

of  this  patient’s  body,  was,  in  the  fpace  of  a few 

weeks,  almoft  entirely  gone.  In  this  fituation  it 

was  thought  unneceifary  to  continue  the  vitriolic 

acid  to  the  fame  extent  as  before.  It  vyas,  there- 
* ' ‘ 

fort:,  ordered  to  be  given  in  fmaller.  dofes,  and 
lefs  frequently  repeated  than  before.  But,  ncit 

- long 
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long  after  this  change  had  been  made,  fome  frefii 
fpots  appeared  on  her  arms.  And  thefe  could 
neither  be  made  to  yield  to  the  external  ufe  of 
,the  vitriolic  acid,  nor  to  the  external  application 
of  it  in  the  form  of  ointment.  After  thefe  me- 
dicines had  been  tried  for  what  was  thought  a due 
length  of  time,  recourfe  was  had  to  a fecond 
trial  of  the  corrofive  fublimate  mercury.  A fo- 
Jution  of  this  was  both  taken  internally,  and  applied 
outwardly  to  the  affedled  parts  in  the  form  of 
poultice.  To  thefe  meafures  this  local  alFedfion, ' 
at  Icafl,  yielded  ; for  no  eruption  returned  on  the 
trunk  of  her  body,  or  on  the  inferior  extremities. 
And,  about  the  end  of  O6;ober,  fhe  was  difmif- 
fed  from  the  Difpenfary,  free  from  her  complaints. 
But,  fmce  the  beginning  of  April,  her  former 
affection  has  returned  5 and  flie  is  again  a pa- 
tient at  the  Difpenfary, 


CASE  XXII. 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  of  Haemoptyfis, 

H' , a man  in  the  fifty-firft  year  of 

his  age,  by  trade  a blackfmith,  admitted 

the 
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the  2d  of  June  1777,  is  afFcded  with  a very  vio- 
lent cough,  which  is  at  prefent  attended  with  the 
cxpeftoration  of  a vlfcid  yellow-coloured  matter. 
At  dilferent  times  he  has  expectorated  very  con- 
fidcrabie  quantities  of  florid  red  blood,  nearly  in 
the  fame  flate  as  if  it  had  been  difcharged  from 
a vein.  About  two  weeks  ago  he  thinks  that  he 
alfo  difcharged  a confiderable  quantity  of  blood 
by  vomiting  ; and  he  frequently  difcovers  a little 
in  the  matter  which  he  at  prefent  expectorates, 
But  the  matter  difcharged  has  neither  any  foetid 
frnell  nor  difagreeable  tafte,  He  is  alfo  alFeded 
with  confiderable  difficulty  of  breathing,  great 
oppreffion  and  pain  at  his  breaft,  and  a very  high 
degree  of  debility,  in  fo  much  that  he  can  walk 
only  in  the  moft  infirm  manner.  His  habit  is,  to 
appearance,  very  much  exhaufted,  being  remark- 
ably thin  and  fpare,  which,  he  fays,  was  not 
formerly  the  cafe.  When  there  is  a confiderable 
difeharge  of  blood,  it  cafes  both  the  cough 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  for  a fhort  time.  But 
thefe  fymptoms  foon  again  return,  and  he  thinks 
that  his  complaints  are  increafing  in  violence. 
He  fleeps  ill  in  the  night ; his  appetite  is  much 
impaired  ; his  pulfe  beats  about  ninety-fix  flrokes 
in  the  minute  ; and  his  belly  is,  in  general,  re- 
gular. 


He 
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He  has  been  alFe£led  with  his  prefent  complaints, 
particularly  with  the  bloody  expcftoration,  at  times 
to  fome  degree,  for  thefe  feveral  years  paft.  And 
the  debility  which  they  have  induced,  has  been 
fo  great,  that,  for  thefe  lad  three  years,  he  has 
been  almofl  totally  incapable  of  working. 

He  attributes  thefe  complaints  to  cold,  to 
which  he  was  expofed  before  the  commencement 
of  them,  and  which,  at  that  time,  induced  fevere 
cough.  He  has  ufed  many  medicines,  with  the 
nature  of  which  he  is  unacquainted.  And  he 
has  never  reaped  any  confiderable  relief  from 
them. 

5,  Infuft  Rofarum  uncias  duas  ; 

Mucilaginu  gummi  Arabici, 

Syrupi  fimplicis,Jingulorum  unciam  unam. 
Aquae  Hy(pfi  uncias  tres,  M.  ' 

Capiat  jemunciam  tertia  quaque  hora, 

June  IO.  i'he  mixture  fits  eafily  on  his  flo- 
mach  j but  he  has  had  frequent  returns  of  the 
bloody  expedoration,  to  a confiderable  extent  j 
and  he  is  dill  very  much  didrelfed  with  cough. 
His  pulfe  beats  an  hundred  drokes  in  the  minute  ; 
but  it  is  at  prdent  neither  hard  nor  full  j and  his 
belly  is  regular. 
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Continuetur  mijlura,  et 
Pulveris  Salts  Nitri, 

Pulveris  gummi  Arabici,  utriufque  femidrach^ 
mam.  M.  Capiat  dojtn  vefpere  et  mane. 

June  17.  The  mixture  fits  eafily  on  tiis  fto-4 
mach  j but  he  complains  of  having  been  affeded 
with  gripes  from  the  powders.  His  breathing  is 
now  confiderably  relieved,  his  cough  is  fomewhat 
eafier,  and  he  has  had  no  bloody  expedoration 
fince  the  laft  report.  Pulfe  an  hundred  j belly 
regular. 

Intermittatur  pulvis  Salis  Nitri.  Continuetur 
Mijlura,  cum  infufo  Rofarum,  ut  antea. 

July  I.  He  has  taken  none  of  the  mixture  for 
fome  days  pad.  And  he  dill  continues  free  from 
the  bloody  expedoration  ; but  he  is  adeded  with 
much  cough,  which  is  particularly  fevere  during 

i 

the  night ; and  he  complains  alfo  of  pains  in  his 
bread,  and  other  parts  of  the  trunk  of  his  body^ 
Pulfe  ninety-four  ; belly  regular. 

Intermittatur  mi  (lura,  et 
• ij,  Mucilaginis  gummi  Arabici, 

Syrupi  fmplicis,finguloruni  uncidm  unarii t 
Tindurae  Thebaicae  drachmas  duas. 

Aquae  Hyjfopi  uncias  quatuor.  M. 

Capiat' unciam  unam  omni  node  hora  decubi- 
tus. 

Ob- 
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Ohfervations  delivered  July 

That  this  patient  is  fubje0:ed  to  difeafe,  is  evi- 
dent even  from  the  moft  flight  attention  to  his 
appearance.  In  his  emaciated  habit,  wc  have  e-* 
vident  indication  of  foine  caufe  giving  exhauflion 
of  the  general  fyftem  ; and,  from  his  mode  of 
refpiration,  there  can  be  little  doubt  in  fixing 
this  caufe  to  be  in  the  breafl;  j although,  at  the  fame 
fame  time,  the  defcription  given  by  the  patient 
would  feem  to  lead  to  a different  fuppofition . For, 
according  to  his  account,  he  was  affected  about  a 
fortnight  before  he  came  under  our  care  with  a 
fevere  vomiting  of  blood.  This  m'ight  tnerefore 
lead  to  a fufpicion,  that  the  caufe  of  the  affection 
was  rather  in  the  ftomach  than  in  the  lungs.  Or, 
in  other  words,  that  the  principal  part  of 
the  affedion  to  which  he  is  fubjedcd  is  ra- 
ther Haematemefis'  than  Haemoptyfis.  Here, 
however,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  between  thefe 
two,  patients  are  not  always  very  accurate  in 
their  diftindions.  They  are  apt  to  include 
under  the  title  of  vomiting,  almofl;  every  preter- 
natural difcharge  by  the  mouth.  And,  in  this 
cafe,  there  is  particularly  room  for  deception, 
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when, 4dy  the  a£tlon  of  vomiting,  the  expe£):o ration  * 
of  blood  is  promoted.  That  the  blood  vs^ith  our 
prelcnt  patient  is  in  reality  difcharged  by  expec- 
toration, is  evident  from  the  mixture  ftill  appear- 
ing in  what  is  fpit  up  from  the  lungs  by  cough- 
ing. 

The  prefumption,  therefore,  is,  that  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  our  patient,  as  to  his  difeharging  blood 
by  vomiting,  is  a miftake,  efpecially  when  we 
confidcr  that  Hacmatemelis  is  but  a rare  af- 
fection ; and  very  generally  occurs  only  as  a 
fymptom  of  other  complaints.  I would  here  then 
confider  the  evacuation  of  blood  as  wholly  a Hae- 
moptyfis.  And  this  is  the  rather  probable,  from 
the  other  complaints  with  which  it  is  conjoined, 
particularly  from  the  cough.  Cough,  indeed, 
may  be  conjoined  with  Haematemefis  as  well  as 
with  any  other  affeClion  ; but  it  is  by  no  means  a 
fymptom  peculiar  to  it,  or  charaCtcriflical  of  it. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  univerfal  concomitant 
of  the  Haemoptyfis,  and  it  muft,  indeed,  be  a con- 
flant fymptom  of  every  difeafe  where  matter  is 
lodged  in  the  breaft. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  the  cough 
occurring  in  Haemoptyfis,  takes  place  in  very 
difterent  flates.  Sometimes  there  is  merely  a 

fhwt 
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Ihort  tickling  cough  without  any  feverity  ; and 
this  is  to  be  confidcred  as  proceeding  from  no 
other  caufe  than  from  the  irritation  which  the 
blood  occafions  in  the  air  veficles.  This,  per- 
haps, is  the  moll  common  Rate  of  the  cough ; 
and  hence,  in  fome  of  the  bed  definitions,  it  is 
charafterifed  by  the  title  of  Tullicula.  Where 
the  Haemoptyfis  is  with  this  Rate  of  the  cough, 
it  may  be  confidered  as  the  effecl,  either  of  a pe- 
culiar determination  to  the  lungs,  or  of  a gene- 
ral plethoric  habit.  And  the  haemorrhage  oc- 
curring, is  to  be  viewed  always  as  being  of  the 
aftive  kind,  that  is,  as  depending  upon  the  a6:ion 
of  the  blood-veffels  themfelves  being  augmented 
and  giving  rupture ; not  on  a rupture  proceed- 
ing from  other  caufes,  and  a confequent  difeharge 
of  blood  merely  from  the  ordinary  impetus  of  the 
circulation.  ' 

In  cafes  of  Rich  active  haemorrhage,  befides 
the  Rate  of  the  cough,  the  affedion  is  alfo  diftin- 
guifhed  by  other  marks  of  a plethoric  habit, 
particularly  by  a flulhing  of  the  countenance,  and 
a general  florid  Rate  of  complexion,  by  a fenfe 
of*  weight  and  oppreflfon,  and  particularly,  by 
what  may  be  called  a hacmorrhagical  difpofition, 
that  is,  a tendency  to  the  evacuation  of  blood 

by 
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by  other  parts,  as  well  as  by  the  veffels  of  the 
lungs.  All  fuch  appearances,  however,  whate- 
ver may  have  been  the  cafe  formerly,  are  at  pre- 
fent,  at  leafl,  wanting  in  the  inftance  before  us, 
and  the  cough  is  here  diftinguifhed  both  by  fre- 
quency and  feverity. 

A difeharge  of  blood  may  take  place  from  the 
lungs,  in  confequence  of  paflive  haemorrhage,  as 
well  as  from  that  of  the  adive  kind.  And,  a- 
mong  other  caules  inducing  a rupture  of  velTels, 
violent  cough  is  to  be  juftly  enumerated.  It  oc- 
curs, therefore,  as  a queftion  of  fome  impor- 
tance, Whether  the  haemorrhage  with  our  pre- 
fent  patient  be  of  this  or  the  former  kind  ? And, 
I mull  own,  that,  from  the  Hate  of  the  cough, 
together  with  the  prefent  condition  of  his  habit, 
I am  difpofed  to  view  it  now,  at  leafl,  whatever 
may  have  formerly  been  the  cafe,  as  of  the  paflive 
kind.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  befides  dyfpnoea, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a confequence  of 
the  air  veficles  being  filled  with  other  matter, 
this  patient  complains  alfo  of  a pain  at  his  breaft, 
which  is;  perhaps,  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
flrongell  marks  of  increafed  a6Vion,  or  what  is 
called  haemorrhagic  effort,  giving  rife  to  in- 
creas'd (UfGharge.  But,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 

pain. 
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pain,  as  well  as  cough,  is  of  different  kinds ; and, 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  pain  here  occur- 
ring is  merely  the  confequence  of  oppreffion  and 
of  general  uneafinefs,  particularly,  as  it  is  not  re- 
marked that  it  is  attended  with  any  fenfe  of  heat, 
which  is  an  almoft  conftant  concomitant  of  that 
peculiar  incrcafed  afiion. 

But,  although,  from  thefe  confideratlons,  I 
would  view  the  haemorrhage,  as  at  prefent,  of  the 
paffive  kind,  yet  I would  not  infer  that  it  has 
'always  been  fo  ; for,  from  beginning  in  a different 
Rate,  it  may  have  given  rife  to  a debilitated  con- 
dition of  the  veffels,  and  may  have  even  been  the 
origin  of  fome  fixed  caufe  producing  the  cough. 
Of  this  there  is  fome  prefumption  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  affection,  and  from  the  extent  of 
the  haemorrhage  giving  the  appearance  of  vomit- 
ing. Yet,  when  I confider  the  caufe  of  the  af- 
fection, as  far  as  that  is  obvious,  we  may  per- 
haps conclude,  that,  from  the  beginning,  it  was 
of  the  fame  nature  as  at  prefent. 

But  any  inquiry  refpefting  the  original  Rate  of 
this  patient’s  difeafe,  is  now  perhaps  immaterial, 
as  the  treatment  is  unqueftionably  to  be  accom- 
modated to  his  prefent  condition.  And,  refpec- 
ting  this,  there  is  another  queftion  of  greater 
^ confequence 
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confequence  claiming  attention,  that  is,  whe- 
ther we  can  confider  him  as  fubjcded  to  the 
Phthifis  Pulmonalis,  or  not.  I have  former- 
ly had  occafion  to  point  out  three  different  cau- 
fes  giving  origin  to  Phthifis.  Thefc  were.  Catarrh, 
Tubercle,  and  Haemorrhage.  Whenever,  there- 
fore, Haemoptyfis  exifts,  there  is  reafon  to  dread 
Phthifis  Pulmonalis  as  a confequence.  And, 'in  a 
difeafe  which  makes  its  progrefs  fo  imperceptibly, 
every  fymptom  giving  any  indication  of  it  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  attended  to. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  there  are  fome  particu- 
lars which  favour  the  fuppofition  of  a phthifis,  and, 
it  may  be  imagined,  that  it  is  in  confequence  of  ul- 
ceration or  vomica  pulmonum  originating  from  this 
caufe,  that  the  cough  is  fupported  for  fo  long  a time, 
and  with  fuch  feverity.  The  ftate  of  expedo- 
ration  alfo  may  be  confidered  as  giving  fome 
countenance  to  this  fuppofition.  For  there  is 
here  room  for  fuppofing  that  the  yellow  vifeid 
matter  expedorated  is  of  a purulent  nature.  It 
muff  be  owned,  that  we  are  fubjeded  to  fome 
difficulty  from  the  want  of  a proper  diagnoftic 
between  pus  and  mucus.  It  is  well  known,  how- 
ever, that  both  the  particulars  mentioned  as  de- 
feriptive  of  the  matter  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
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yellownefs  and  the  vifcidity  are  ftriftly  properties 
of  mucus.  The  latter  is  even  more  a property 
of  mucus  than  of  purulent  matter ; and  here 
there  are,  at  lead,  fome  of  the  moft  common 
marks  of  pus  wanting,  particularly  a foetid  fmeil 
and  tafte.  I would  then  confider  this  mark,  at 
lead  of  a phthifical  affedion,  to  be  wanting.  And, 
from  the  circumdance  of  the  vifcid  mucus  alone, 
we  may,  perhaps,  explain  the  feverity  and  fre- 
quency of  the  cough. 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  other  charac- 
teridic  marks  of  Phthifis  are  alfo  wanting. 
Though  his  breathing  be  affefted,  yet  it  is  not  ob- 
ferved to  be  particularly  laborious  when  he  lies 
on  either  fide.  The  pain  of  the  bread  is  not  fixed 
to  any  particular  fpot  ; and,  although  his  pulfe  be 
quick,  yet  it  is  not  with  thofe  regular  acceflions 
which  didinguidi  the  heftic  fever.  Befides, even  the 
circumdance  of  the  continuance  of  his  difeafe  alone 
may  be  confidered  as  an  objection  to  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  phthifis.  Before  he  came  under  our 
care  he  had  been  liable  to  the  haemorrhage  for 
the  fpacc  of  three  years.  If,  however,  the  phthi- 
fical affection  had  occurred  when  the  haemorrhage 
was  greated,  we  may  conclude,  that,  ere  this  time, 
our  patient  would  have  been  cut  off.  And,  it  is 

well 
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well  known,  that  haemorrhage  not  unfrequently 
occurs  from  the  lungs  without  inducing  Phthifis: 
For  this  laft  is  the  confequence  ot  ulceration  and 
fuppuration  fucceeding  the  rupture  of  velfels  5 
and  fuch  a fuppuration  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as 
proceeding  from  a depraved  condition  of  the  lungs, 
than  following  as  a necelfary  confequence  from  a 
rupture  of  velfels.  When  fuch  a habit  does 
not  exift,  the  rupture  is  naturally  healed  up  by 
the  firft  intention. 

From  all  thefe  circumllances,  then,  I am  dif- 
pofed  to  confider  the  prefent  patient  as'  not  yet, 
at  Icaft,  fubjefted  to  the  phthifis.  And,  on  this 
fuppofition,  his  chance  for  recovery  is  unquelli- 
onably  better  than  we  Ihould  otherwife  pronounce 
it  to  be.  I mull,  however,  view  the  prefent  cafe 
as  being,  upon  the  whole,  of  a very  dangerous  ten- 
dency.-It  is  fo  in  every  inllance,  even  in  the'flighteft. 
But  it  is  particularly  dangerous  when  it  has  con- 
tinued for  fo  long  a time.  After  this  has  been 
the  cafe,  we  can  hardly  expert  to  prevent  a re- 
turn, even  from  the  llightell  accident  j and  the 
utmoft  that  can  be  looked  for,  is,  I imagine, 
to  give  a temporary  relief  to  the  patient.  I 
am  much  afraid,  that,  by  this  alfedtion,  or  the 
confequences  of  it,  our  patient  will  yet  be  cut  off ; 

and, 
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and,  although  I,  at  prcfent,  fuppofe  him  free  from 
Ththifis  Pulmonalis,  it  may  ncverthdcfs  foon  occur. 

It  is,  however,  our  bufmefs  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fiires  as  may  ferve  to  remove  his  prefent  com- 
plaint. The  general  principle  on  which  this  is  to 
be  elfeded,  muft,  in  fuch  cafes,  in  a great  meafure, 
turn  upon  the  condition  of  the  patient.  Even  where 
the  haemorrhage  is  of  apaffive  kind,  and  the  quan- 
tity ot  blood  in  the  fyftem  not  morbidly  augment- 
ed, it  is  yet  fometimes  necelfary  to  diminifli  the 
impetus  of  circulation.  For,  in  the  ordinary  im- 
petus, we  may  have  a caufe  capable  of  fupport- 
ing  the  haemorrhage  ; and,  from  the  reduction  of 
this  below  the  natural  flandard,  other  remedies 
will  operate  with  greater  fuccefs.  Where,  how- 
ever, the  Rate  of  the  general  impetus  is  fuch,  as 
to  preclude  any  meafures  ; with  this  view  it  may 
yet  be  necelfary  particularly  to  diminifli  the  im- 
petus at  the  lungs,  and  that  either  by  reftraining 
the  aclion  of  the  vcffels  there,  or  by  promoting 
' a determination  to  other  parts. 

With  thefe  different  intentions  now  mentioned, 
^ blood-letting,  cathartics,  bliflers,  ifiues,  emetics, 

» 'and  various  other  articles,  are,  according  to  clr- 
i cumflances,  employed  with  advantage.  In  fome 
c cafes,  however,  none  of  thefe  pradices  are  ad- 

> • C^q  inifhble. 
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miffible,  particularly  in  cafes  where  the  patient, 
as  in  the  inftance  before  us,  is  much  exhaufted. 
The  farther  ditninUtion  of  impetus,  even  allowing 
that  a morbid  augmentation  of  it  fhould  be  de- 
inonftrated  by  an  increafed  quicknefs  of  pulfc, 
is  not  to  be  attempted  by  evacuants.  The  ut- 
inoft  that  can  be  done  is  to  moderate  it  by  the 
life  of  refrigerants.  In  fuch  a cafe^  the  great  ob- 
ject to  be  aimed  at  in  the  cure,  mud  be  the  co'n- 
ftridlion  of  the  bifeeding  veflcls,  and  the  removal 
of  evety  cirCumflance  which  can  give  rife  to  a 
frelh  rupture. 

It  was  ori  the'fe  principles  that  I expected  to 
give,  at  lead,  temporary  relief  to  this  patient,  and  I 
put  the  chief  dependence  on  fuch  a medicine  as 
I thought  would  have  fome  chance  of  producing 
conftridlion  of  the  veffels.  With  this  intention,  I 
might  have  employed  many  different  aftringentS  ; 
but  I confidered  none  as  preferable  to  the  Infu* 
fum  Rofarum;  I do  not  fuppofe  it  powerful  from 
any  great  efficacy  which  it  derives  from  the  rofes, 
although  thefe,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  do  poffefs  an 
aftringent  quality,  and  enter  thisTormula  to  fuch 
an  extent,  that  we  may  expedl  the  utmoft  effects  i 
which  they  are  capable  of  producing.  But  there  j 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  we  poffefs  other  vegetable 
, aftringentS 
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aftrlngents  dill  more  powerful  ; and  I confider  the 
chief  efficacy  of  this  medicine  as  arifmg  from  the 
vitriolic  acid  entering  its  compofition.  While, 
however,  I exhibited  it  as  an  aftringenf,  I wiffied 
alfo  to  employ  it  as  a means  of  alleviating  the 
cough.  And  it  was  with  this  intention  that  I 
have  united  the  Infufum  Rofarum  with  the  mu- 
cilage of  gum  Arabic,  fimple  Syrup,  and  Hyffop 
water. 

Thefe  articles,  of  themfelves,  would  have  form- 
ed a mucilaginous  mixture  ; and,  although  they 
were  conjoined  with  aftringents,  yet  I did  not 
think  that  this  would  diminiffi  their  power  of 
lubricating  and  Iheathing  parts  againft  irritatiqn. 

I hoped^  therefore,  that  by  this  means  the  fe- 
\ » 

vere  cough,  which  I confidered  as  the  chief  caufe 
giving  rife  to  the  rupturCj  might  be  naitigated. 
But,  while  I formed  thefe  expedations  from 
this  prefeription,  ][  did  npt  think  it  advifable  to 
trull  to  it  alone  ; and,  although  I could  not  here 
venture  on  evacuants  a§  a means  pf  rellraining 
the  impetus  of  circulation,  yet,  while  our  patientes 
pulfe  continued  to  beat  an  hundred  Itrokes  i-n  the 
rhinute,  I confidcred  fomething  as  necelfary  with 
. this  intention.  With  this  view,  then,  I had  re- 
epurfc  to  nitre  as  a refrigerant,  and,  that  it  might 

fit 


3o8  medical  cases 

fit  more  eafily  on  the  flomach,  I combined  it' 
with  the  gum  Arabic  j from  which  alfo  I expec- 
ted fome  good  efFods  as  a demulcent.  ,The  for- 
mer of  thefe  medicines,  his  mixture,  feems,  in  a 
great  meafurc,  to  have  been  attended  with  the 
defired  eftea  j for,  after  the  ufe  of  it  for  fome 
time,  the  cough  was  not  only  mitigated,  but  he 
had  no  return  of  bloody  expedoration.  The 
latter  prefcription,  however,  did  not  feem  to  have 
had  much  influence  on  the  jflate  of  circulation, 
and,  as  our  patient  imagined  it  had  the  effect  of 
producing  gripes,  1 thought  it  advifable  to  omit 
it. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  mixture  for  a- 
bout  a fortnight,  he  remained  perfe£tly  free  from 
the  fpitting  of  blood.  Still,  however,  the  cough 
was  fevere,  and  particularly  fo  about  bed-time. 
While,  therefore,  1 faw  no  farther  immediate  oc- 
cafion  for  employing  aftringents,  I reckoned  the 
means  of  mitigating  the  cough  ftill  more  necef- 
fary  ; and  it  was  with  this  intention  that  I omit- 
ted the  Infufum  Rofarum,  and  introduced  a pro- 
portion of  an  Anodyne.  What  effect  this  pre- 
fcription has  had,  however,  I have  not  yet. learn- 
ed ; but,  I hope,  it  may  have  had  fome  influence, 
as  diminifliing  the  cough  j and,  if  this  be  the 

, , cafe, 
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cafe,  there  is,  at  leaft,  a better  chance  that  he 
•will  not  be  fub]c6led  to  a return  'of  the  haemor- 
rhage. This,  however,  I imagine  is  hardly  to  be 
expefted  ; but  if  it  do  return,  unlefs  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  cafe  be  much  changed,  I fhall, 
probably,  have  again  recourfe  to  the  fame  mea- 
fures  as  formerly. 

, Sequel.  . 

This  patient  had  afterwards  fome  return  of  the  , 
haemoptyfis,  but  to  a flight  degree  only.  And, 
without  the  ufe  of  any  other  medicines  than  thofe 
before  directed,  he  was  difmifled  from  attendance 
at  the  Difpenfary  about  the  beginning  of  Auguft. 
His  {frength  was  then  conflderably  recruited,  and' 
all  his  other  fymptoms  much  mitigated. 


C A S E ^ XXIII, 

Obfervations  on  a Cafe  in  which  violent  Pains  in 
the  Stomach  and  Bowels^  ari/ing  frotn  Flatu^ 
knee,  were  removed  by  the  ufe  of  Af a foetida, 

T3  M , a man  in  the  thirty-eighth 

year  of  his  age,  admitted  the  14th  of  June 

17773 
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1777>  of  a dark  complexion,  and  middle  ftature, 
complains  of  being  affected  with  violent  pain  a- 
bout  the  cartilago  enfiformis,  which,  from  thence, 
extends  downwards,  through  the  abdomen.  The 
attacks  of  this  pain  are  not  of  very  long  continu- 
ance ; but  they  return,  at  fliort  intervals,  with 
' great  feverity.  They  are  always  fomewhat  re- 
lieved upon  a difeharge  of  wind,  either  upwards 
or  downwards.  And  he  obferves,  that,  after  e- 
very  meal,  he  difeharges  wind  in  great  quantities, 
by  eructations.  He  i$  often,  alfo,  affeCted  with 
borborygmi,  attended  with  local  diftenfions  of  the 
inteftines,  from  wind. 

When  the  pain  is  very  fevere,  he  is  affeCted 
with  violent  head-ach  and  flight  fliiverings;  But, 
although  thefe  fymptoms  only  attend  very  violent 
attacks  of  the  pain,  yet  the  uneafinefs  about  the 
cartilago  enfiformis  is,  in  fome  degree,  conflant,; 
and,  in  the  mornings,  even  without  very  violent 
pain,  he  has  alfo  Home  degree  of  head-ach. 

His  pulfe  beats  about  feventy  flrokes  in  the 
minute ; his  belly  is  regular  ; and  he  fleeps  well 
in  the  night ; but  his  appetite  is  impaired. 

He  has  been  fubjeCl  to  thefe  complaints,  to  a 
confiderable  degree,  for  thefe  three  years  pafl. 

They  are  fomewhat  eafier  during  the  winter ; 

but 
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but  they  always  return  with  increafed  violence  in 
the  fpring  feafon.  He  aferibes  this  alFedion  to  a 
jaundice,  to  which  he  was  fubjefled  about  eleven 
years  ago,  as,  fince  that  time,  he  has  never  been 
entirely  free  from  fome  affeftions  in  his  bowels, 
although  it  be  only  fmee  the  period  mentioned 
above  that  they  have  appeared  in  the  prefent 
form. 

He  has,  at  times,  ufed  different  medicines,  and 
particularly,  he  has  lately  taken  Anderfon*s  pills 
for  fome  length  of  time,  but  without  deriving  any 
relief  from  them, 

5,  Afae  foetidae  y 

Aloes  Soc'ot'oriMey 

Sapo7iis  Hifpantyfinguiorum  drachmam  mam. 

Syrupo  fmpUci  fiat  majja,  dividenda  in  pilulas 
granorum  quinque. 

‘Capiat  grana  decem  omni  noBe  hora fomnu 
June  24.  He  has,  in  general,  one  or  two  loofe 
ftools  every  day  from  the  pills.  He  is  now  lefs 
affeded  with  flatulence ; but  he  ftill  complains 
of  uneafinefs  at  the  fcroblculus  cordis.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  it  is  now  lower  feated  than  for- 
merly. And  he  has  been  lefs  affedled  with  head- 
ach ; but  he  ftill  complains  of  weaknefs. 
Continuentur  pHulaCy  ut  antea. 

July 
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July  I . The  pills  have  now  no  farther  effect 
than  that  of  keeping  his  belly  gently  open.  Ilis 
hcad-ach  continues  eafier  ; and  he  complains 
lefs  of  weaknefs.  But  he  is  ftill  affeded  with 
pains  at  the  under  part  of  his  belly. 

Continuentur  pilulae,  ut  antea. 

July  8.  He  has  had  four  loofe  ftools  from  the 
laft  dofe  of  the  pills.  For  fome  time  palt  he  has 
had  no  return  of  the  violent  pain  at  the  pit  of 
his  ftomach  ; and  all  his  other  fymptoms  are  very 
confiderably  relieved. 

• « 

Continuentur  pilulae  j fed  capiat  grana  quinque 
/olummodo  omni  node.  ^ 

July  15.  The  pills  ftill  keep  his  belly  gently 
open,  although  he  takes  but  one  every  night. 
He  continues  free  from  any  return  of  the  fevere 
pain  at  the  cartilago  enhformis  ; and  is  very  lit- 
tle affected  with  any  of  his  former  complaints. 

Let  him  be  difmiffed  ; but  let  him  continue  to 
life  the  pills  occafionally. 

Obfervations  delivered  Augujl  i . 

t * 

■ With  regard  to  the  name  of  the  difeafe  of  this 
patient,  there  is  fome  difficulty  j but,  as  to  the 
nature  of  it,  I apprehend  there  is’little  room  for 

doubt.  By  much  the  moft  urgent  part  of  his 

complaints 
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complaints  is  a pain  in  the  abdomen,  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  that  there  is  a poffibility  of  its  arifing 
from  the  different  vifcera,  particularly,  we  might 
conjedure  the  feat  of  it  to  be  in  different  parts  of 
the  alimentary  canal.  It  may  either  originate  from 
the  flomach  or  from  the  large  flexure  of  the  colon. 
But,  whether  it  be  feated  in  the  one  or  the  other, 
that  it  is  not  from  any  fixed  caufe,  appears  from 
two  circumftances.  In  the  firfl;  place,  it  is  not 
a conltant  pain,  but  returns  only  at  times  ; and, 
fecondly,  it  is  not  confined  to  the  place  at  which 
it  originates,  but  is  propagated  from  thence 
downwards,  through  other  parts  of  the  abdomen. 
To  this  it  may  be  further  added,  that  no  fixed 
affection  can  be  difcovered  on  the  moft  accurate 
examination  of  the  place  at  which  the  pain  com- 
monly begins,  and  that  the  pain,  on  the  difeharge 
of  wind,  IS  confiderably  relieved. 

From  this  lafl:  circumftance,  we  have  not  only 
a proof  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  any  fixed 
caule,  but  we  are  led  even  to  form  a probable 
conjecture,  if  not  to  arrive  at  certainty,  re- 
fpecting  the  caufe  which  induces  t *,  and  there 
can,  I apprehend,  be  little  doubt,  that  wind 
confined  in  the  alimentary  canal  immediately 
gives  rife  to  the  pain.  We  may  even,  I ima- 
gine,  go  one  ftep  further,  and  conclude,  that 

if  r this 
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this  wind  a£ts  in  inducing  the  affe£lion,  from  being 
, pent  up  in  the  ftomach.  Of  this,  I apprehend, 
there  is  fuflicicnt  evidence  from  the  relief  given 
by  eradiations,  and  from  farther  obferving  that 
erudlations  are  uniformly  remarked  to  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  eating.  I confider,  therefore,  the 
molt  urgent  fymptoms  in  this  cafe  to  be  the 
immediate  effed  of  wind  in  the  ftomach.  Bcr; 
fides  this,  however,  he  is  affeded  with  fome  Or 
ther  fymptoms,  particularly  head-ach  and  fliiver- 
ing.  But  thefe  are  well  known  to  be  fre- 
quently the  confequence  of  an  affedlion  of  the 
ftomach ; and  that  they  are  fo  in  this  cafe,  is^  at 
leaft,  highly  probable  ; for  the  head-ach  and  ver- 
tigo are  obferved  only  to  occur  when  the  pain 
from  the  wind  is  violent..  We  may,  therefore, 
I imagine,  confider  wind  in  the  ftomach  as  the 
caufe  of  all  the  fymptoms  with  which  this  patient 
is  affeded. 

For  properly  underftandlng  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  however,  it  is  neceffary  to  confider  from 
whence  the  wind  in  the  alimentary  canal  arifes.  This 
we  can  conceive  to  be  the  effed  only  of  two  caufes ; 
Either  it  muft  proceed  from  latitude  being  aSord- 
ed  for  the  extrication  of  an  uncommon  quantity 
erf  air  from  the  ordinary  matters  employed  in  ali- 
ment, 
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merit,  or,  it  may  proceed  from  fubftanccs  being 
employed'  in  aliment,  from  which  air  mull  be  ex- 
tricated to  a very  great  extent.  In  the  cafe  be- 
fore us,  there  is,  I imagine,  reafon  for  fuppofing 
that  both  caufes,  in  fome  degree,  operate.  That 
it  is,  in  fome  meafure,  the  efl'cft  of  aliment,  may 
be  inferred  from  the  particular  feverity  of  it  du- 
ring the  fpring  feafon.  It  is  well  known,  that 
then  the  flatulent  vegetables  are  employed  in. 
greateft;  abundance.  But  the  prefumption  is, 
that  this  was  neither  the  foie,  nor  even  the  prin- 
cipal caufe,  otherwife  it  fliould  not  occur  with 
the  prefent  patient  in  fo  much  higher  a degree 
than  with  other  people.  We  may  conclude, 
thereforej  that  there  alfo  took  place  with  him  that 
peculiar  flatc  of  the  ftomach  ,mofl;  favourable  for 
the  extrication  of  windi  This,  however,  is  well 

* • I 

known  to  be  the  confequence  of  a weakened  tone, 
which  probably  operates,  principally,  as  giving 
rife  to  a greater  remora  of  the  food  in  the  fto- 
mach, than  would  otherwife  take  place.  On  this 
footing,  then,  the  real  nature  of  the  difeafe  may 
be  fuppofed  to  confift  in  chronic  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach ; and,  for  my  own  part,  I fliould  have 
little  hefitation  in  giving  it  the  appellation  of  Dyf- 
pepfia. 


It 
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It  niufl;,  however,  be  allowed,  that  the  charac- 
terifing  marks  of  that  affection,  as  defined  by  the 
beft  Nofologifts,  are  not  here  prefent.  But,  if 
we  confider  this  term  as  applied  to  flomach- ail- 
ments, thefe  here  are  fufficiently  marked  in  the 
pain  of  the  flomach,  attended  with  flatulency  and 
cruftations. 

Any  obfervations  on  the  prognofis  arc  now, 
in  a great  meafure,  precluded,  as  the  patient  is 
already  difmifled  free  from  .complaints.  I may, 
however,  obferve,  that  the  termination  was  more 
fpeedily  favourable  than  I expedlcd.  I did  not,' 
indeed,  confider  the  affeflion  as  in  any  degree 
, dangerous,  but  I was  of  opinion  we  fhould  find 
it  tedious  5 for,  although  the  fymptoms  were  not 
numerous,  they  had  proceeded  to  a very  great 
degree  of  violence.  Of  this  there  was  fufficient 
evidence  in  the  fliiverings,  head-ach,  and  other 
affeflionsof  the  fyflem  which  it  produced.  But, 
befides  the  feverity,  they  had  already  been  of  a 
confiderable  (landing.  He  had  been  fubjedl  to 
this  affeclion  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  nearly 
to  the  fame  degree  as  when  he  came  under  our 
care.  And  he  had  been  affecled  with  fome 
fymptoms  even  for  the  fpace  of  eleven  years  be- 
fore. We  might,  therefore,  imagine,  that  the 

flatc 
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ftate  of  the  ftomach  which  we  have  here  fuppofed 
to  take  place,  was  in  fome  meafure  rooted  in  the 
conftirution,  and  that  it  would  by  no  means  be 
eafily  removed.  I mull  now  add,  that,  although 
this  patient  has  been  difmiffed  free  from  com- 
plaints, I do  not  fuppofe  an  entire  removal  of 
this  affection  to  have  taken  place.  And,  although 
the  caufe  be  not  eradicated,  the  confcquences  re- 
fulting  from  it  on  the  fyftem  may,  for  the  time, 
be  removed,  and  the  patient  obtain,  by  this  means, 
at  lead  a compleat  temporary  cure. 

This,  1 imagine,  to  have  been  the  utmoft  that 
took  place  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Yet,  even 
this  is  to  be  reckoned  an  obje£t  of  fome  confe- 
quence ; and,  unlefs  fome  frefh  exciting  caufe 
occur,  it  may  be  the  means  of  producing 
even  a radical  cure.  From  fuch  a temporary  re- 
lief, the  tone  of  the  flomach  has  a better  oppor- 
tunity of  being  reftored,  than  perhaps  from  the 
ufe  of  any  medicine  whatever. 

The  next  object  of  inquiry  is.  How  far  this  re- 
' lief  has  been  affected  by  the  means  profecuted 
while  the  patient  was  under  our  care  ? Here,  on 
the  idea  which  we  have  given  of  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe,  the  great  object  of  cure  was  the  refto- 
ration  of  a proper  tone  to  the  alimentary  canal. 

And 
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And  this  we  may  conceive  to  be  effected  on  one 
of  two  principles  ; either  by  the  ufc  of  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  immediately  act  in  increafing  the  tone  of 
the  ftomach,  or  by  the  removal  of  fach  caufes  as 
ferve  farther  to  weaken  it.  It  was  on  the  latter 
of  thefe  principals  that  I here  attempted  the  cure  ; 
and,  with  this  view,  I employed  a combination  of 
aloes  and  afa  foetida.  'From  thefe  I hoped;  that, 
in  confequence  of  the  antifpafmodic  power  of  the 
medicine,  the  wind  would  no  longer  be  pent  up 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  that,  by  the  ftimulus 
which  it  would  occafion  to  the  alimentary  canal, 
the  adtion  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  might 
be  fo  far  augmented  as  to  prevent  that  flow 
progrefs  and  detention  of  the  aliment  which 
might  give  rife  to  any  generation  of  wind. 
Thefe  different  intentions  feem  to  have  been 
fully  anfwered  by  this  medicine.  For,  while: 
it  had  the  effedl  of  operating  as  a gentle  cathar- 
tic, the  patient  was,  at  the  fame  time,  freed  from 
all  uneafmefs  from  wind  ; and,  while  the  pain  be-* 
came  lefs  fevere,  it  feemed  alfo  to  have  fliifted  its 
fituation ; for,  he  foon  afterwards  deferibed  it 
to  be  feated  lower  in  the  bowels,  and  he  had  not 
continued  the  ufe  of  his  medicine  for  any  long 
period  when  it  was  entirely  gone.  In  this  fitiia- 

tion. 
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tion,  I reckoned  it  unnecelTary,  either  to  put  the 
patient  on  the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine,  or  to 
diredl  longer  attendance.  He  was,  therefore, 
difiniffed,  with  injunctions  to  give  us  information 
if  he  fliould  be  fubjeCled  to  any  return  qf  his 
complaints.  But  1 have  fince  had  occafion  to 
fee  him  oftner  than  once,  and  he  (till  continues 
in  good  health. 


Sequel.  ' 

This  patient  has  not,  as  far,  at  lead,  as  we  can 
}earn,  been  fmce  fubjeCted  to  any  return  of  his 
difeafe. 


CASE  XXIV. 


Obfervations  on  a Cafe  in  which  Lumbrici,  lodged 
in  the  inte f inal  Canal,  were  removed  by  the  ufe 
of  Calomel  and  Tindlure  of  jallap. 


T ^ » a boy  in  the  third  year  of  his 

^ age,  admitted  June  10.  1777,  has  of  late 
been  obferved  frequently  to  difeharge  worms  of 

the 
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the  lumbricous  kind,  which,  in  general,  are  a- 
•bout  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length.  He  com- 
plains of  pain  in  his  belly  and  bread,  which  is 
not  condant,  but  attacks  him,  at  diort  intervals, 
with  confiderable  violence.  He  is  frequently  ob- 
ferved  to  pick  his  nofe.  He  is  often  affe£ted 
with  tenefmus,  and  he  makes  frequent  attempts 
to  difeharge  urine  without  being  able  to  pafs 
any. 

He  deeps  tolerably  well  during'  the  night.  But 
he  is  affefted  .with  confiderable  third ; and  his  ap- 
petite is  much  impaired.  His  belly  is,  in  gene- 
■ ral,  regular  j but  with  the  tenefmus  he  difeharges 
a dimy  mucous  matter.  In  the  date  of  his  urine 
there  is  no  preternatural  appearance. 

He  has  now  been  affeded  with  thefe  com- 
plaints  for  about  the  fpace  of  three  weeks.  His 
mother  knows  no  caufe  to  which  they  can  be  af- 
figned.  And  he  has  ufed  no  medicines,  except- 
ing a fingle  dofe  of  rhubarb. 

^ Calomelanos  granum  unum. 

Confervae  Rofarum  quantum  fufficit,fat  bolus 
fumendus  ho,ra  fomni  ; 7iec  non 
Tinblurae  Jallappae  fe?nunciam, 

Syrupi  ftmplicis  uncias  duas.  M,  Capiat 

femunr 
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femunciam  eras  inane,  et  repetatur  mni  ho- 
ra donec  fupervenit  catharfis . 

June  13.  The  bolus  fat  eafily  on  his  ftomach, 
and  the  purgative  operated  brilkly.  During  the 
operation  of  it,  he  difeharged  two  large  worms, 
each  about  ten  inches  in  length. 

Repetatur  bolus,  ut  ant£a,  vejpere  die  Solis,  et 

Catharticum  mane  die  Lunae. 

June  17.  He  has  not  got  his  medicines  as  di- 
redled.  No  more  worms  have  been  obferved  to 
be  difeharged  fince  laft  report,  and  he  Hill  com- 
plains much  of  the  pain  of  his  belly.  • 

Habeat  medicamenta,  ut^antea  praef cripta, 

June  20.  He  has  taken  the  bolus  and  purga- 
tive as  preferibed,  the  laft  of  which  operated 
brifkly,  and  he  has  difeharged  one  large  worm. 
Another  was  obferved  at  the  anus  5 but  it  again 
made  its  way  into  the  inteftine. 

Repetantur  bolus,  et  catharticum,  ut  antea,  bis  in 
feptimana, 

July  I.  He  has  taken  his  medicines  twice  fince 
the  laft  report.  From  the  firft  purgative  he  dif- 
eharged five  worms  5 from  the  laft,  fix.  All  of 
thefe  were  about  eight  inches  in  length.  He 
does  not  now  complain  of  the  gripes  ; but  he  is 
fometimes  obferved  to  pick  his  nofe,  and  to  grind 
his  teeth  during  his  fleep.  ' 

S f Rejpe^ 
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Repetantur  medicamenta,  ut  antea, 

July  II.  He  has  taken  his  medicines  twice 

fince  the  laft  report.  From  the  fir  ft  purgative 

he  difcharged  two  worms ; but  the  laft  did  not 

operate.  ‘ , 

\ 

Repetantur  medica?ne.nta,  ut  antea., 

July  2p.  He  has  difcharged  three  worms  *by 
each  of  the  laft  purgatives ; one  of  them  was  a- 
bout  eleven  inches  in  length,  the  others  were  ra- 
ther fraaller.  He  has  taken  no  medicines  for 

« 

\ 

thefe  eight  days  paft  ; during  that  time,  no  worms 
have  been  obferved.  He  does  not  now  com- 
plain of  gripes,  and  his  other  fymptoms  are  con- 
fiderably  diminiflied. 

Continuentur  medicamenta,  ut  antea, 

Obfervatiohs  delivered  Augujl  i . 

In  the  cafe  of  this  patient,  we  haye  an  example 
of  a difeafe,  refpeQing  which  we  can,  1 ima- 
gine, entertain  no  doubt.  The  principal  fymp- 

I 

toms  which  here  occUr,  the  pain  of  the  breaft  and 
belly,  accompanied  with  a tenefmus,  are  fuch  as 
may  arlfe  from  different  caufes.  When  thefe, 
however,  are  accompWied  with  picking  of  the 
nofe,  it  gives  prefumption  that  they  may  originate 

from 


I 
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from  worms.  But  this  prcfumption,  in  the  cafe 
before  us,  is  put  beyond  all  doubt,  from;  the  dif- 

charge  of  worms  by  ftool. 

V/^hen  we  have,  thus,  certain  evidence  of  the 
exigence  of  thefe  animals  in  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal, there  can  be  no  helitation  in  pronouncing 
them  to  be  the  caufe  of  all  the  fymptoms.  And 
the  prefent  cafe  affords  an  ihftance  how  little  de- 
pendence is  to  be  put  ob  particular  fymptoms  as 
diagnoftics  of  \vorms,  which  fome  are  difpofed  to 
confider  as  affording  certain  evidence  'whether 
they  be  prefent  or  not.  Of  thefe  many,  particu- 
larly fwelling  of  the  upper-lip,  on  which  fome  are 
difpofed  to  put  fo  rhuch  confidence;  are  here 
wanting.  And  as,  in  cafes  of  fcrophula,  it  may 
often  take  place,  when  there  are  no  worms,  fo  it 
appears  alfo,  that  it  may  be  abfent  when  thefe  are 
really  prefent  in  the  alimentary  canal. 

As  giving  rife  to  worms,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  no 
particular  caufe  is  affigned ; we  may  conclude, 
however,  that  the  ova,  or  firfl  rudiments  of  them, 
have  been  accidentally  introduced  into  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  and  that  they  have  been  gene"- 
rated  there  in  confequence  of  their  finding  a pro- 
per nidus.  It  is  from  the  circumftance  of  the 
more  ready  introdudion  of  the  ova,  that  worms 


are 


324  MEDICAL  CASES 


are  particularly  apt  to  occur  as  a caufe  of  dlfeafe 
during  the  fpring  feafon,  when  undreffed  vege- 
tables are  much  taken.  And  it  is  probable,  that 
fuch  a caufe  may  have  operated  here. 

Refpe6ling  the  termination  of  this  cafe,  there 
are,  I think,  grounds  for  entertaining  favourable' 
expedations.  Although,  from  what  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  we  may  conclude,  that  they  have' 
been  prefent  in  the  bowels  to  a confiderable  num- 
ber^  yet  they  have  induced  no  fevere  fyraptoms. 
And,,  while  thefe  fymptoms  were  of  no  long  conti- 
nuance, before  he  came  under  our  care,  they  have 
fofar  at  I'eaft  already  yielded  to  the  medicines  ufed. 
I hope,  therefore,  that,  in  a fliort  time,  his,  prefent 
complaints  may  be  brought  to  a favourable  ter- 
mination, efpecially  as  the  worms,  which  are  the 
caufe  of  the  prefent  affedion,  the  Teretes,  or^  as 
others  have  called  them,  the  Lumbrici,  are,  of  all 
the  different  kinds,  the  moft  eafily  combated. 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  unqueftionably  the  great 
pbjed  of  the  cure  is  the  expulfion  of  the  worms' 
themfelves,  and  of  the  ova.  While,  however, 
they  are  alive  and  vigorous,  they  exert  ef- 
forts’ for  retaining  their  place ; hence,  it  is  of 
great  advantage,  before  employing  the  means  of 
cxpulfioh',' to  weaken  and  debilitate  worms.  With 
t'"  thefe 
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thefe  intentions,  various  remedies  are  in  com- 
mon ufe.  And  I might  here  have  employed,  as 
a means  of  diminifhing  or  deftroying  the  vital 
power  of  the  worms,  the  decoftion  of  cabbage- 
tree  bark,  or  other  articles  fuppofed  to  be  of  the 
highefl;  efficacy.  But  I was  unwilling  to  venture 
on  the  ufe  of  a remedy  which  I had  not  before 
tried,  with  fo  young  a patient.  I had,  therefore, 
recourfe  to  calomel,  with  the  view  of  killing  the 
worms,  or  debilitating  their  power  ; and  to  the 
tin£lure  of  jallap,  combined  with  fimple  fyrup, 
for  the  expulfion  of  them.  In  thefe  medicines 
we  have  uniformly  perfifted  fince  this  patient 
came  under  our  care  ; and,  in  their  'operation,  for 
the  moft  part,  we  have  not  been  difappointed. 
Every  different  dofe  has  been  attended  with  the 
difcharge  of  feveral  worms ; and  now  he  appears 
to  be  in  no  degree  affedled  with  fymptoms  from 
worms.  I am,  therefore,  hopeful,  that  few,  if  any 
worms,  now  remain.  While,  however,  there  is 
• any  appearance  of  worms  from  the  ufe  of  cathar- 
tics, I ffiall  not  think  of  difcontinuing  his  medicines. 
But  1 hope,  that,  for  effecting  a radical  cure  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  I fhall  not  be  obliged  to  change 
his  medicines  ; and  that  he  may  foon  be  difmiffed. 
from  any  farther  attendance  here. 


Sequel» 
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/ ^equel^ 

This  patient  was  continued  on  the  medicines,- 
at  fi.rft  direded,  for  fome  time  longer.  As  there 
was  neither  any  difcharge  of  worms,  nor  any  re- 
currence of  his  former  fymptoms,  he  was  then 
difmiffed,  and  {till  continues  in  perfed  health. 


CASE  XXV. 

The  Hiflory  of  a Cafe  in  which  a Worniy  about  fiftf 

Inches /m  lengthy  , of  that  Kind  which  is  denomU 

~\  ^ 

7iated  the  Teniae^  was  difeharged  from  the  In- 
. teJHnal  canal,  hy^  the  life  of  the-  Powder  of  the 
Root  of  the  Male  Fern;  fucceeded  by  a Cathartia 

C , a^woman  in  the  feventy- 

third  year  of  her  age,  admitted  Septem- 
ber 17.  1777,  often  obferves  that  (he  difcharg.es, 
by  ftool,  living  worms,  which,  on  examination,- 
appear  to  be  portions  of  a Teniae.  The  frag- 
ments difeharged  are  of  very  different  fi^es. 
S'oihe  of  them  are  not  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in 
' ■ breadth. 


JV 
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breadth,  fathers  above  three-tenths.  The  thick- 
nels'of  either  does  not  exceed  one  twelfth  of  an 
' inch.  They  are  of  different  lengths ; but  they 
are  ieldoinilefs  than  half  an  inch,  and  rarely  ex- 
ceed an  inch.  They  are  all  of  a white  colour,  and 
manifeftly  confift  of  different  joints. 

She  complains  of  pains  in  her  right-fide,  which 
frequently  fliift  their  fituation.  And  fhe  is  af- 
fected with  great  debility  in  her  right-leg.  This 
debility  is  fo  far  conflant  as  to  occafion  a halt  in 
walking.  But  it  fometiines  increafes  fuddenly  to 
fo  great  a degree,  that  fhe  falls  down  in  the 
ftreei  j and,  previous  to  fuch  attacks,  fhe  is  af- 
feCled  with 'great  ficknefs  at  flomach.  In  afhort 
time,  however,  fhe  again  recovers,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  ftrength  of  the  affeCted  leg,  fo  as  to  be 
able  to  walk,  although  not  without  difficulty. 
She  has,  at  times,  the  fenfation  of  'ternporary  lo- 
cal fwellings  in  the  left  fide  of  her  abdomen, 
which  do  not  feern  to  her  to  arife  from  wind. 

Her  pulfe,  heat,  and  appetite  for  food  are  in 
the  natural  flate  ; and  her  tongue  is  clean  ; but 

her  belly  is,  in  general,  bound,  and  fhe  fleeps  ill 
in  the  night. 

She  has  now  been  obferved  to  difeharge  por- 
tions of  this  kind  of  worm  for  thefe  thirty  years 

pad.  ■ 
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paft.  And,  during  all  that’ time,  fhe  has  been 
afFeded  with  fome  of  her  prefent  fymptoins,  par- 
ticularly the  pains  in  her  belly.  But  flie  was 
firft  affcded  with  the  weaknefs  of  her  leg  about 

twelve  months  ago.  ' 

• ^ 

- She  has,  formerly,  applied  to  feveral  diffe- 
rent praO:itioners,  and  has  ufed  many  medi- 
dines,  particularly  powder  of  tin  and  tinfture  of 
rhubarb.  From  thefe  laft  medicines  Ihe  has,  at 
different  times,  paffed  three  worms  of  the  fame 
kind  which  flie  difcharges  at  prefent,  which- were 

I 

either  entire,  or,  at  lead,  very  large  portions.  One 
of  them  meafured  about  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  inches  in  length ; another  feventy-four 
inches ; and  the  third  about  eighteen  inches. 
But,  after  thefe  were  brought  away,  fhe  foon  a- 
gain  came  to  difcharge  fmall  portions  in  the  fame 
{late  as  at  prefent ; and  fhe  was  never  entirely 
freed  from  the  pains  in  her  belly. 

■ Capiat  eras,  hora  feptima  matutina,  Tuheris  Ra^ 
dicis  Filicis  non  ramofae  drachmam  unam,  ex  Aquae 
purae  cydtho  ; nec  non 

Calomelanos,  Gambogiae,  utriufque  grana  tria. 
Pulveris  Cremoris  Tartari  fef eundam,  Syrupi 
ftmplicis  quantum  fufficiat,  M.  Diligenter 
fubigens,  ut  Jiat  eleduaritim  j capiat  circiter 

partem 


AND  OBSERVATIONS.  g2^ 


‘part-em  dimidiam  cras  hora  undecima  ante  me- 
ridiem^ et  foftea  capiat  drachmam  unam  onini 
hora  donec  fupervenerit  Cathdrjis. 

September  23.  As  the  medicine  direded  could 
tiot  be  immediately  procured,  Ihe  did  not  get  it 
till  yeflerday  mornings  The  powder  occafioned 
very  confiderable  ficknefs  at  ftomach  ; but  it 
neither  induced  vomiting  nor  loofeiiefs.  The 
cathartic  began  to  operate  about  two  hours  after 
it  was  taken ; and  during  the  operation  flie  dif- 
charged  feveral  fragments  of  the  worm.  The 
longed  of  thefe  was  about  two  feet  in  length, 
and  nearly  about  three-tenths  of  an  inch  in 
breadth : the  fliorter  fragments  were  mod  of 
them  much  narrower,  and  one  of  them  termi- 
nated in  a point  not  broader  than  the  fize  of 
a thread.  The  w^hole  fragments  taken  toge- 
ther, as  far  as  they  could  be  collefted,  meafu- 
red  about  fifty  inches.  This  morning  flie  has 
difcharged  fome  more  fragments,  which  appear-r 
ed  to  be  dead  when  they  came  away. 

Repetantur  medicamenta  u.  a.  eras  mane^. 

T t 
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September  30.  ,The  dofe  of  the-  pc^.der 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  occafioned 
very  confiderable  ficknefs  at  ftomach  ; and  from 
the  cathartic  Hie  had  feveral  loofe  ftools  : but  no 
fragments  of  any  worm  were  obferved  to  be  dif- 
charged  ; nor  has  fiie  obferved  any  in  her  ftools 
fince  that  time.  She  has  been  for  fome  days 
entirely  free  from  the  pains  in  her  abdomen, 
and  at  prefent  fhe  complains  only  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  leg ; but  flie  has  of  late  had  no  at- 
tacks of  that  fudden  lofs  of  ftrength  from  which 
flie  was  before  in  danger  of  falling  down. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta^  et  illinatur  oleum 
camphoratum  femori  dextro  omni  node  hora  fomni, 

O£lober  10.  She  fliill  complains  of  weaknefs, 
and  of  fome  degree  of  pain,  in  her  right  leg  and 
knee  ; but  fhe  continues  free  from  the  pains  In 
her  abdomen  ; and  no  more  fragments  of  the 
Ttenia  have  ever  been  obferved  to  be  difcharged, 
either  by  flool  or  at  other  times. 

Continuetur  oleum  camphoratum  ut  antea. 


Odober 
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October  17.  There  is  no  farther  appearance 
of  any  portion  of  the  Taenia ; but  the  affe(Etion 
of  her  leg  continues  nearly  in  the  fame  Hate  as 
before. 

Continuetur  oleum  camphor atum ; nec  non  ac- 
cipiat quotidie  idus  eledrlcos  quatuor  ad  gradum 
tertium,  et  eliciantur  fclntillce  elettrlca  e femore 
affedo. 

This  patient  continued  the  ele£tricity  for  the 
fpace  of  forne  weeks,  but  without  recovering 
the  natural  vigour  of  her  leg.  As  in  this  fitua- 
tion  (lie  did  not  expect  to  be  farther  benefited  by 
the  eledricity,  flie  gave  up  attendance  at  the 
Difpenfary : but  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her 
attendance,  after  the  remedies  for  the  expulfion 
of  the  T^nia  were  given  her,  flie  continued  free 
from  all  her  other  fymptoms,  excepting  the  affec- 
tion of  the  leg.  At  the  end  of  fcveral  months, 
after  (he  had  difeontinued  her  attendance  at  the 
Difpenfary,  I had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  her; 
and  was  happy  to  find  that  flie  flill  continued 
free  from  any  fymptoms  indicating  the  prcfence 

T t 2 of 
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of  Ta:nia  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and  that  flic 
had  never  during  that  time  obferved  any  portions 
of  it  to  be  difcharged  by  the  re£lum. 

. Obfervations . 

\ 

As  this  patient  did  not  make  application 
at  the  Difpenfary  till  the  beginning  of  Septem-* 
ber,  by  which  time  the  fummer  courfe  of  Cafer 
Ie£lures  for  the  year  1777  was  terminated,  her 
complaints  were  never  made  the  fubjecl  of  lec- 
ture. But  as  this  is  the  firfl;  cafe  in  which  I have 
ever  had  qccafion  to  ufe  the  powder  of  the  fern- 
root  againfl  the  Tsenia,  and  as  the  pradice  has 
not,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  been,  common  in  this 
country,  I imagined  that  the  publication  of  it 
I might  not  be  unacceptable,  or  without  fome  ad- 
vantages. 

I need  not  obferve,  that,  in  the  treatment  of 
this  cafe,  the  pradice  which  I followed  was  fug- 
gefted  by  a publication  which  has  lately  been 
made  at  Paris.  This  treatife  is  intitled, 
ment  contre  Tania  ou  Ver  Solitaire,  pratique  a Morat 
Suijfe,  examine  et  eprouve  a Paris.  Publie  par 
crdre  du  Roi ; And  it  is  figned  by  the  refpedable 

names 
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names  of  Laflbne,  Macquer,  de  la  Mottc,  JuR 
fieu,  Carburi,  and  Cadet,  In  their  publication, 
befides  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  I'^nia,  iR 
luflrated  by  plates,  and  a particular  account  of 
the  method  employed  by  Madame  Noutfer  in 
the  adminiflration  of  her  fpecific,  we  are  pre- 
fented  alfo  with  the  hillory  of  feveral  cafes  in 
\vhich  it  was  ufed  with  fuccefs.  It  muft,  how^ 
ever,  be  obferved,  that  the  powder  of  the  root  of 
the  male  fern,  which  is  confidered.  as  the  article 
of  greateft  aclivity,  is  reprefented  to  be  a fpeci^ 
fic  only  in  cafes  of  the  folitary  worm,  tape-worm, 
or  T^nia  lata.  But  although  it  be  not  held 
forth  as  having  a certain  effeft,  it  is  confidered 
alfo  as  highly  ufeful  againft  the  Tasnia  cucurbi- 
tina, or  gourd-worm.  On  this  authority,  then, 
I determined  to  have  recourfe  to  it  in  the  prefcnt 
cafe,  and  was  not  without  expectation  of  fuc- 
cefs.  This  expectation  was  fomewhat  increafed 
from  the  accounts  which  I had  heard  of  the  ufe 
of  the  fern-powder  in  Britain.  Not  long  after 
the  treatife  which  I have  mentioned  had  been 
publiflied  in  Paris,  it  appeared  in  an  Englilh 
drefs,  being  tranflatcd  into  our  language  by  that 

V * 
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ingenious  and  induRrious  phyfician  Dr  Simmons 
of  London.  And  I was  informed,  that,  in  a 
fecond  edition  of  his  tranflation,  he  intended  to 
publifh  the  hiftories  of  feveral  cafes  tranfmitted 
to  him  by  practitioners  in  different  parts  of  Bri^ 
tain,  in  which  it  had  been  ufed  with  fuccefs  both 
againfl  the  Tasnia  lata  and  Tsenia  cucurbitina. 
Such  induftry  in  the  colledion  of  hiftories  with 
regard  to  the  ufe  of  medicines,  either  new  or 
revived,  the  rather  merits  praife,  as  it  affords 
not  only  thb  fulleft  fatisfaftion  with  regard  to  the 
fuccefs  and  fafety  of  the  medicine,  but  likewife 
leads  to  the  moft  effectual  mode  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  ' 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  foon  after  the  treat- 
ment propofed  was  begun,  it  appears  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  cafe,  that  our  patient  was,  for  the 
time  at  leaft,  freed  from  an  aft'edtion  with  which 
file  had  been  diftrefled  for  many  years.  Two 
queftions,  how'ever,  naturally  prefent  themfelves 
on  this  fubjedl.  It  may  occur  as  a matter  of  fome 
doubt,  how  far  the  cxpulfion  of  the  large  por- 
tions of  the  Tasnia  w'hich  here  took  place,  real- 
ly depended  on  what  Madam  Nouffer  terms  her 
, fpecific 
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rpccific  the  fern*powcicr  ? And.  it  msy  be  ^ikedj 
Whether  there  be  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the 
cure  thus  obtained  will  be  efFeclual  and  radical? 

Perhaps  a pofitive  anfwer  can  be  given  to  nei- 
ther of  thefe  queftions.v  With  regard  to  the 
firfl:,  however,  I cannot  help  thinking,  that 
there  is  here  great  reafon  for  prefuming  that  the 
fern-powder  had  very  confiderable  influence  in 
the  expulfion  of  the  worm.  I am  indeed  fully 
aware,  that  good  effects  may  be  obtained  in  the 
expulfion  of  worms  of  any  kind,  or  of  any  other 
foreign  .matters,  from  the  inteflinal  canal,  by 
ftrong  and  draftic  cathartics,  although  they  pof- 
fefs  no  fpecific  power.  An  evacuant  of  fuch  a 
nature,  however,  is  unqueflionably  afforded  by 
the  purgative  which  Madame  Nouffer  directs  to 
be  given  after  her  fpecific.  It  confifls  of  no  lefs 
than  ten  grains  of  mercurius  dulcis,  as  much  re- 
fm  of  fcammony,  and  from  four  to  feven  grains 
- of  gamboge,  Paris  weight..  Each  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles is  dircdled  to  be  feparately  reduced  to  a 
fine  powder,  and  then  the  whole  to  be  formed 
into  a bolus  with  fome  conferve.  Any  one  of 
thefe  articles,  taken  by  itfelf,  may  naturally  be 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  a powerful  cathartic.  It  mufl;  indeed 
be  oblerved,  that,  frorn  the  cafes  treated  and 
publiflied  at  Paris,  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
dofe  may  be  taken,  even  in  weak  habits,  with- 

i 

out  inconvenience  ; and  although  it  often  pro*- 
duced  a confiderable  number  of  fiiools,  as  for 
example,  to  the  extent  of  fourteen  or  upwardSj 
yet  they  were  in  general  without  pain,  and  did 
not  weaken  the  patient  by  the  evacuation.  It  is 
but  natural,  therefore,  to  fufpedt,  that  fomething 
may  depend  on  the  mere  purgative  power  of  this 
article. 

In  the  cafe  here  treated,  indeed,  we  did  not 
venture  to  exhibit  a purgative  of  fuch  ftrength* 
Three  grains  only  of  calomel,  and  as  much  gam- 
boge, without  any  refin  of  fcammony,  were  here 
employed.  Thefe  were  conjoined  under  the 
form  of  eleftuary,  with  a quantity  of  cream  of 
Tartar,  fufficient  to  fecure  their  operation.  And 
this  eleftuary  was  at  the  fame  time  directed  to 
be  taken  in  repeated  fmall  dofes,  fo  as  to  avoid 
all  danger  of  hypercatharfis.  In  this  way,  how- 
ever, the  ufe  of  it  was  followed  by  a very  brilk 

operation,  and  confcquently  it  mufl:  have  had 

confiderable 
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eonfiderable  influence  in  tending  to*  expel  any 
thing  contained  in  the  inteftines. 

But  it  may  farther  be  obferved,  that  it  is  not 

I 

improbable  that  one  of  the  articles  which  enter- 
ed the  purgative  here  employed,  as  well  as  that 
of  Madame  NoulFer,  has  more  influence  than 
merely  as  a cathartic ; that  is,  the  gamboge. 
There  is  even  reafon  for  prefuming,  that  while 
the  gamboge  in  fuch  cafes  operates  as  a purga- 
live  to  the  human  fyftem,  it  has  alfo  the  effcd  of 
operating  as  a poifon  to  the  Taenia.  At  leafl,  it 
is  now  highly  probable,  that  gamboge,  united  to 
the  fal  abfynthii,  conftitutes  a medicine  which 
has  been  much  celebrated  for  the  expulfion  of 
Taenia  from  the  inteftinal  canal ; I mean  the  re- 
medy employed  by  Dr  Herrenfchwand.  Of  the 
wonderful  fuccefs  of  this  remedy  fome  account  was 
given  feveral  years  ago  by  the  illuftrious  Baron 
Van  Swieten : but  he  mentions  it  as  a remedy 
not  then  communicated  to  the  public  ; and  from 
his  account  no  conjedure  whatever  can  be  form- 
ed with  regard  to  the  articles  on  which  the  adti- 
vity  of  it  depends.  I have  lately,  however,  been 

V 

informed,  by  a very  ingenious  friend  of  mine, 

U u that 
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that  Dr  Herrenfcbw^nd’s  remedy  is  prepared  ac- 
cording to  the  following  formula:  “ Guttsc 
Gambogias  grana  decem  ad  grana  quindecim, 
pro  ratione  setatis,  Salis  Abyfynthii  Cryft.  grana 
quindecim  ad  grana  viginti.  M.”  With  this 
receipt  he  was  favoured  by  Dr  Herrenfehwand 
hinifelf.  The  dofe  mentioned  above  is  directed 
to  be  taken  early  in  the  morning.  After  it  »the 
patient  has  generally  a mucous  ftool ; but  the 
worm  rarely  comes  away.  In  two  hours  the 
fame  dofe  is  repeated;  and  this  for  the  moll 
part  is  fufEcient.  But  if  flTill  the  worm  fliould 
not  be  difeharged,  a third,  and  even  a fourth, 
dofe  is  given,  the  fame  interval  being  interpofed 
between  each  exhibition. 

Although,  in  this  mode  of  cure,  a Very  large 
proportion  of  an  article  which  is  commonly’ con- 
fidered  as  a very  draftic  purgative,  be  introduced 
into  the  alimentary  canal ; yet  it  is  faid,  that  it 
never  produces  any  bad  effeft,  even  with  children : 
and  it  is  farther  faid,  that  where  it  operates 
ftrongly  as  a cathartic,  its  operation  is  not  at- 
tended with  gripes.  It  deferves  here  to  be  re- 
marked, that  thq  remedy  of  Dr  Herrenfehwand, 

as 


; 
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as  well  as  that  of  Madam  Nouffer,  is  reprefented 
as  being  eflfe£l:ual  only  againft  the  Tasnia  lata 
or  tape- worm.  Dr  Herrenfchwand  himfelf  allows 
that  he  has  derived  biit  little  benefit  from  it  when 
employed  againft  the  Taenia  cucurbitina'or  gourd- 
worm.  Hence,  then,  befides  what  arifes  from 
the  activity  of  the  purgative  employed,  another 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  the  fern- 
powder  may  be  ftarted  alfo  from  the'  influence  of 
the  gamboge. 

» 

' I cannot,  however,  from  thefe  circumftance’s, 
confider  the  evidence  which  we  have’of  the  efficacy 
of  the  fern-po-wder  as  being  much  invalidated.  * 
With  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  Dr  Herrenfch- 
w'and’s  mode  of  treatment,  it  would  at  prefent 
be  out  of  place  to  make  any  obfervations.  I 
■have  had  oceafion  to  employ  it  alfo  in  fome  cafes, 
^the  particulars  of  which  I propofe  to  lay  before 
^the  public  in  a future  volume  of  this  publication. 
It  is  fufficient  here  to  obferve,  that,  in  his  prac- 
tice, the  gamboge  is  given  to  a much  greater  ex- 
tent than  it  is  ever  employed  by  Madam  Nouffer. 
And  it  may  farther  be  remarked;  that,  in  the 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  her  care,  the  worm 
• ’ ’ U u 2 was 


i 
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was  often  expelled  by  the  fern-powder  alone, 
or  what  fhe  calls  the  fpecific,  before  the  gam- 
boge, or  any  other  purgative,  was  taken.  To 

V 

.thefe  arguments  it  may  alfo  be  added,  that  the 
power  of  the  male  fern  as  an  anthelmintic,  and 
particularly  as  a remedy  in  cafes  of  Tsenia,  was 
well  known  to  the  ancients.  This  abundantly 
appears  from  the  writings  of  Theophraftus,  Dio- 
fcorides,  Galen,  Oribafius,  Actius,  Avicenna, 
and  many  others.  It  feems,  however,  to  have 
fhared  the  fate  of  many  other  powerful  articles 
of  the  materia  medica,  in  falling  into  unmerited 
negle£l:  among  pradlitioners  of  more  modern 
date.  Into  the  caufes  of  this  it  is  unneceffary  to 
inquire  : but  if  the  prefent  pradice  fliall  confirm 
the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  the  reftoration  of 
this  article  to  the  lift  of  the  materia  medica  may 
be  confidered  as  a circumftance  of  importance  in 
the  pradice  of  medicine.  In  the  cafe  before  us, 
while  the  expulfion  of  the  worm  unqueftionably 
followed  the  treatment  employed,  that  degree  of 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  which  arofe  from  the  fern- 
powder  alone  before  any  other  medicine  was  ex- 
hibited, gives  reafon  for  prefuming  that  this  ex- 

pulfion 
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pulfion  was  in  a great  meafure  owing  to  the  in- 
fluence which  it  exerted. 

But  if  the  cafe  before  us  ferves  to  (how  that  the 
fern-powder  is  a remedy  of  efficacy  in  expelling 
the  Taenia  lata,  it  is  a matter  of  ftill  greater  import- 
ance to  afcertain  whether  it  affords  an  effedual 
and  radical  cure  in  fuch  cafes.  With  regard  to 
this  qucflion,  in  the  prefent  inftance  at  leaft,  I can 
now  fpeak  with  greater  confidence  than  formerly. 
Even  at  that  time,  indeed,  when  I confidered, 
that,  after  the  difcharge  of  the  worm,  ffie  was 
completely  freed  from  all  the  fymptoms  with 
which  ffie  had  been  before  affedted,  and  that 
fome  months  had  elapfed  without  the  llightefl: 
appearance  of  any  fragment  of  the  worm  being 
difeharged,  I thought  there  was  ground  for  ho- 
ping that  a radical  cure  had  been  obtained.  This 
was  the  rather  probable,  as  the  very  narrow  por- 
tion which  came  away  was  evidently  the  neck, 
or,  as  it  has  perhaps  been  more  properly  called, 
the  thread ' of  a taenia.  Hence  there  xms  ground 
for  believing,  that  every  part  of  the  worni  was  dif- 
eharged. 

Yet,  when  I confidered  that  much  larger  por- 
V tions 
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tions  had  before  been  difcharged  by  the  ufe  of 
other  remedies,  I thought  there  was  reafon  to 
fear,  that,  from  the  continuance  of  fome  portion 
of  it  in  the  inteftines,  fhe  fhould  again  be  fub- 
jeded  to  her  former  affedion.  And  even  the 
appearance  of  the  thread  was  no  certain  evidence 
of  the  contrary  of  this.  For  it  is  now  well 
known,  that,  both  in  the  cafe  of  the  Taenia  cu- 
curbitina and  Taenia  lata,  although  the  latter  has 
obtained  the  name  of  the  folitary  worm,  two,  or 
even  more,  may  'at  the  fame  time  be  prefent  in 
the  alimentary  canal.  > 

The  late  ingenious  Mr  Charles  Darwin,  who 
officiated  as  medical  afliftant  at  the  Difpenfary 
at  the  time  when  this  patient’s  cafe  was  treated, 
and  who,  while  he  poffeffed  extenfive  knowledge 
in  every  branch  of  medicine,  was  alfo  eminently 
diftinguilhed  for  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
natural  hiftory,  had  the  firft  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining this  worm  after  it  was  difcharged.  He 
found  it,  as  had  indeed  been  before  afcertalned 
from  the  fragments  difcharged  on  other  occa- 
fions,  to  be  the  Taenia  lata  of  Linnaeus.  This 
circumftance,  as  the  worm  is  in  general  folitary, 

when 
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when  conjoined  with  the  difcharge  of  its  thread, 
gave  ground  for  fuppofing  that  the  whole  be- 
longed to  one  worm,  and  that  it  was  completely 
difchargcd  ; but  the  fragments  which  came  away 
with  the  thread  during  the  operation  of  the  pur- 
gative were  numerous.  There  was  no  circum- 
ftance  from  which  it  could  be  with  certainty  in- 
ferred that  they  all  belonged  to  the  fame  worm  j 
and,  even  a day  after  the  thread  was  difengaged, 
fome  broad  fragments  were  obferved  to  come 
away. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  then,  although  a 
fecond  dofe  of  the  fern-powder  had  been  em- 
ployed without  any  effedl,  and  even  after  fome 
months  were  elapfed  without  any  return  of  fymp- 
toms,  I could  not  venture  to  affert  that  a radical 
cure  was  produced.  But  it  is  now  three  years  fince 
the  fern*-powder  was  employed  in  this  cafe  j and 
I have  the  fatisfaftion  of  learning  from  the  pa- 
tient herfelf,  that  during  all  that  period  Ihe  has 
never  obferved  any  appearance  of  Taenia,  nor 
been  fubjefted  to  any  fymptom  which  could  lead 
her  to  fufpedl  its  prefence.  We  may  now, 
therefore,  venture  to  affert,  that,  by  the  ufe  of 

this 
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this  remedy,  fhe  has  been  freed  from  an  afFec* 
tion  to  which  fhe  Had  been  fubjedted  for  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years. 

Since  I wrote  the  above  remarks,  I have  been 

favoured  with  a letter  from  an  eminent  and  re- 

fpedlable  phyfician.  Dr  Ogilvy  of  Forfar,  giving 

an  account  of  a cafe  in  which  he  has  employed 

the  fern-powder  againfl  Taenia.  His  patient  has 

taken  this  medicine  many  different  times  in  the 

manner  direfted  by  Madame  Nouffer.  The  con- 

fequence  has  been,  that  upwards  of  thirty  yards 

of  a Taenia  have  been  brought  away.  Dr  Ogilvy 

has  fent  me  a large  fragment  of  this  worm;  and 

I find  it  to  be  the  Vermis  Cucurbitinus  of  Pla- 

terus,  or  Taenia  Solium  of  Linnaeus.  Although 

« 

every  dofe  of  the  fern  has  brought  away  a large 
portion  of  it,  yet  even  frequent  repetition  has  not 
been  able  to  effect  a complete  removal.  This 
affords  additional  confirmation  of  Madame  Nouf- 
fer’s  remarks  with  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
fern-root. 
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'MEdicinjE  doctores  ornatissimi, 

\ 

CHIRURGI  SOLERTISSIMI, 

ARTIS  SALUTIFERA  STUDIOSI  GENEROSISSIMI, 
AUDITORES  DENIQUE  HUMANISSIMI, 

Nulla  re,  ut  praeclarus  olim  obfer- 
vavit  philofophus,  homines  ad  deos 
propius  accedunt  quam  falutem  hominibus 
dando.  Pulchrum  igitur,  imo  honorificum, 
efle  de  arte  medendi  bene  mereri  nemo  cer- 
te inficias  ibit.  Atque  bene  meritos  etiam 
laudibus  profequi  haud  abfurdum.  Hodi- 
ernus vero  dies  luculentiflima  virtutum  ex- 
hibet exempla  ; et  latiffimum  oratori  vide- 
tur praebere  campum,  ubi  difeurrere  liceat 
* X X auditores 
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auditores  oblectando,  pariterque  monendo. 
Volventibus  enim  annis  denuo  redit  illuftrif- 
fimi  Harvei  dies  nartalitius.  Bina  jam  elap- 
fa  lunt  iecLila  ex  quo  fanguinis  circulatidnis 
Inventor  vitalem  primo  haufit  auram.  An 
ullus  magis  laudibus  affici  meretur,  quam  ille 
qui  orationem  inftituit  annuam  in  comme- 
morationem aliorum,  qui  beneficiis  fuis  in 
rem  medicarn  claruerunt?  Cujus,  quaefo, 
memoria  ad  feros  eriarh  nepotes  magis  ac- 
cepta (Tefcendere  debet,  quam  illius  qui  tot 
vivus  peregit-,  tot  mortuus  perfecit  ? 

ExpeCtatis  igitur  forfaii,  quotquot  adeftis, 
auribus  arreClis,  animifque  intentis,  diffie- 
rentem  protinus  audire  hodiernum  conciona- 
torem  de  prima  origine,  fumma  utilitate,  at- 
que  denique  poll  homines  natos  maxima 
dignitate,  inventi  Elarveiani.  Non  omnia 
tamen  .poffiumus  omnes.  Neque  mihi  nunc 
convenit  in  aequore 'magno  ventis  vela  dare. 
Haud  multis  igitur  mine  opus,  cum  in  hoc 
fermone  de  vita,  inventis,  ac  meritis  illu- 
flriffimi  Harvei,  breviter  in  animo  fit  difle- 
rere.  Atque’,  fi  quantum  cuperem  pofTem 

quoque, 


✓ 
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quoque,  haud  nunc  deficeret  oratoria  com- 
mendatio. Non  tamen  dubitandam,  quiiv 
apud  cordatos  molimina  etiam  laudi  luei  iut.  , 
Eft  quodam  prodire  tenus,  atque  in  magnis 
faltem  voIuifTe,  fi  non  datur  ultra,  tiaud 
dubito  igitur  quin  nodros  defedlus  indulgen- 
tia veftra  facile  excufatos  habebit,  cum  fefti- 

\ 

nante  atque  impari  calamo  rem  tantam  ag- 
■ grediamur. 

Vos  igitur,  auditores  optimi,  oro,  obfecro- 
que  coeptis  adfpirate  meis  ; favete  linguis  ; 
atque  benigne  nunc  accipite  quae  de  viro 
celeberrimo  in  medium  proferre  decrevi. 

Natus  eft  Gulielmus  Harveus,  ftemmate 
haud  ignobili,  Folkftoniae,  in  agro  Cantii, 
ipfis  Calendis  Aprilis,  anno  poft  Chridum 
natum  millefimo  quingentefimo  feptuage- 
fimo  odfavo.  Literarum  humaniorum  ele- 
menta in  fchola  publica  Doroberniae  primum 
didicit.  h 'xinde,  annum  agens  decimum 
quartum,  Academiam  Cantabrigienfein  peti- 
vit. Poftea  apud  exteras  regiones  medici- 
nae ftudio  incubuit.  Inter  alios  dodlores, 
apud  gymnafuim  Patavinum  viri  celeberrimi 

Fabricii 
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Fabricii  ab  Aquapendente  praeledlones  au- 
divit. Studiorum  curriculo  tandem  obito, 
Medicinae  Doctor  creatus  eft. 

Laboribus  academicis  ita  peractis,  haud  fi- 
ne iriduftriae  atque  ingenii  laudibus,  fub 
proximi  feculi  initium,  artem  medicam  ex- 
ercere, docere,  atque  adaugere,  Londini 
aggreffus  eft.  Annum  agens  circiter 
vicefimum  fextum,  frequenti  ftudioforuin 
concurfui  corporis  humani  ftrudturam  expo- 
fuit,  Praeledtiones  ejus  anatomicae,  eo 
tempore,  propria  manu  exaratae,  in  Biblio- 
theca Mufei  Britannici  adhuc  exftant.  Tn 
iis  fanguinis  gyrum  primus  ' exploravit, 
detexit,  patefecit.  Rem  tanti  momenti  etiam 
juvenis  invenit,  perfecit,  edidit.  Poft  pau- 
,cos  annos,  exercitatio  ejus,  de  motu  cordis  et 
fanguinis,  typis  excufa,  publici  juris  fada  eft. 
Talibus  argumentis  hanc  dodlrinam  ftabili- 
vit,  ut  nemo  facile  de  veritate  ejus  dubitare 
potuerit.  Inter  eruditos  et  cordatos  viros 
Riolanus,  tunc  in  academia  Parifiehfi  profef- 
for  Regius,  et  Ludovici  decimi  tertii  medi- 
cus primarius,  ei  fidem  tere  folus  non  habuit. 
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Experimenta  tamen  raciocinatlonem  cito  fu- 
perant ; atque  opinionum  commenta  veritati 
tandem  cedunt.  Nemo  igitur  inventum 
Harveianum  de  fanguinis  circuitu  nunc  ne- 
gabit. Atque,  quod  paucis  quidem  evenit, 
adhuc  vivens-  novam  hanc  fuam  dodlrlnam, 
ab  omni  ingenuo  et  fapienti  medico  ubique 
terrarum,  lubenter  receptam  videbat. 

Haud  deerant  tamen  apud  aequales  ejus 
quidam  vituperatores,  qui  hoc  inventum  an- 
tiquiffimis  etiam  medicis  tributum  volebant. 
Quo  longius  autem  diftat  infignis  aliqua  vir- 
tus, eo  minus  fulgore  urit,  nec  tamen  debili- 
us lumen  fpargit.  Ubi  igitur  hominum  in- 
vidiam atque  odium  mors  tandem  extinxe- 
rat,  ingenium  admirabile  Harvei  pulchrius 
multo  enituit.  Neque  in  praefenti  feculo 
quifquam  dubitare  audet,  quod  de  hoc  oeco- 
nomiae animalis  vitali  motu  ante  illum,  ne 
vel  fomniaverint  medici.  Infignem  igitur 
impetravit  coronam,  unde  prius  nulli  velarunt 
tempora  dodi. 

Laudare  autem  inventum  ejus  pro  eo  ac 
lueretur,  haud  noftrum,  nec  tali  auxilio  nunc 

eget, 
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eget.  Sufficiat  dicere,  quod  philofophlae  cor- 
poris humani  fundamentum  pofuit  Elar- 
veus;  atque  fabricam  ipfam  exftruendi  facuU 
tatem  pofteris  dedit. 

Summis  lic  affedus  honoribus,  haud  tamen 
reliquam  vitam  filentio  tranfivit ; fed  medici- 
nae ftudio  indefeffus  incubuit.  In  medium 
poftea  protulit  praeclaras  Exercitationes  de 
Generatione  Animalium.  Ibique  intima  fere 
naturae  penetralia  invadens,  vitae  fomitem 
incredibili  acumine  indagavit.  Sententiam 
docuit,  quae  nunc  eruditis  atque  ingeniofiffi- 
mis  nonnullis  viris  apprime  arridet.  Ut  ver- 
bis enim  ipfius  utar,  ‘ Vita  in  fanguine  con- 
‘ fiftit,  ut  in  facris  noftris  legimus,  quippe  in 
‘ ipfo,  vita  atque  anima  primum  elucet.* 
‘ Clare  enim  conftat,  fanguinem  effe  partem 
‘ genitalem,  fontem  vitae,  primum  vivens  et 
‘ ultimum  moriens ; fedemque  animi  prima- 
‘ riam,  in  quo  tanquam  in  fonte,  calor  primo 
‘ et  praecipue  abundat  vigetque,  et  a quo 
« reliquae  omnes  totius  corporis  partes  calo- 

? re  influente  foventur  et  vitam  obtinent.* 

Nec 
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Nec  magis  enituit  Harveus  audtor  magni 
nominis  quam  profeffor  celeberrimus.  Lon- 
dini  enim  munus  praeceptoris  gnaviter  obe- 
unti omni  anni  tempeftate  magna  auditorum 
frequentia  Temper  adfuit. 

Feliciter  praeterea  apud  cives  artem  falutl- 
feram  exercuit  : Atque  Magnae  Britanniae 
Regibus,  tum  Jacobo  tum  Carolo,  Archiater 
creatus  eft.  Sub  hoc  autem  tempus,  tetra 
diTcordia  civium  ardorem  incendens,  funef- 
tum  miferrimumque  bellum  commovit.  Me- 
dicus fidelis  Regii  Domini  fortunam  infe- 
quens  urbe  expulfus  eft.  Atque,  dum  inter 
arma  commilitonibus  Talutem  dabat,  ferro  at- 
que  igni  ingenii  proles  periit.  Quae  ftimmo 
acumine,  Tummaque  induftria  exploraverat, 
literifque  mandaverat,  heu  nefas  ! expoliata 
domo  ejus,  crepitantibus  uruntur  flammis. 

Agris  vero  tandem  pacatis,  Londinum  re- 
diit, ibique  medicorum  omnium  feculi  fui  a- 
pud  Anglos  princeps  facile  habitus  eft. 
Collegii  regalis  Londinenfis  decus  atque 
gloria  extitit;  liberrfque  foclorum  fuffra- 
giis  ad  Praefidis  officium  evedus  fuit.  Sed, 


annis 
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annis  laboribufque  labefadatus,  honorifico 
hoc  munere  aetate  magis  integris  ceflit  ; 
benevolentiam  tamen  erga  focios  abunde 
monftravit.  Collegii  enim  aedes  locupletavit 
ornavitque.  Caenaculum^  et  Mufeum  condi- 
dit ; bibliothecam  propriis  fumptibus  inftrux- 
it  ; atque  demum,  exemplo  prope  inaudito, 
in  pleno  fodalium  conventu,  patrimonio  fuo 
fe  fponte  exuit,  ut  etiam,  dum  ipfe  viveret, 

haereditas  illa  ad  collegium  perveniret.  Non 

% 

aurum,  non  argentum,  non  lapides  perluci- 

i 

dos,  non  falces,  non  purpuram  quaefivit. 
Sed  imprimis  in  votis  fuit,  ut  animi  pofteri- 
tatis  medicae  fama  gloriaque  majorum  ac- 
cenfi,'ad  omnem  fcientiae  laudem,  ad  omnia 
humanitatis  ofEcia,  provocarentur. 

Sic  vixit  Harveus,  atque  tandem,  annos  na- 
tus circiter  odfoginta,  minime  quidem  viridis, 
obiit.  Tertioenim  nonas  Junii,  anno  millefimo 
fexcentefimo  quinquagefimo  feptimo,  vitam 
cum  morte  commutavit.  Atque  fi  aetas 
perfeda,  vita  haud  minus  perfeda.  In  nulla 
enim  parte  ceffavit.  Sed  boni  medici,  boni 
amici,  boni  civis  officio,  ad  extremum  uf- 
que,  fundus  eft. 

Ut- 
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Ut  vivus  amorem  fodalium  fibi  concilia- 
bat, fic  mortuus  fumma  cum  veneratione 
femper  memorandus.  'Adhuc  enim  inventis 
et  confiliis  ovantem  patriam,  imo  fcientiam 
medicam,  fovet  et  ornat.  Neque  deerit,  utfpe- 
ro,  poft  mille  fecula,  qui  viri  de  re  medica  op- 
time meriti  res  geftas  memorabit.  Manet 
adhuc  honos,  nomenque,  laudefque,  femper- 
que  manebunt. 

Mihi  quidem  jucundum  foret,  et  vobis 
fortaffe  haud  moleftum,  fi  ea  quae  bene  me- 
ruit immortalis  Harveus  fufius  exponere  ag- 
grederer. Non  tamen  ulterius  pergam,  ne 
magni  viri  laudes,  ingenii  culpa,  deteram. 
Sufficiant  igitur  quae  de  vita,  moribus,  atque 
inventis  ejus  jam  didta  funt.  Non  enim  id. 
animo  eft  vos  fermone  longo  morari,  vel  per 
ambages  ducere.  Ab  ejus  tamen  exemplo 
monita  pauca  colligere  liceat. 

Recordamini  igitur,  quaefo,  quotquot  ad- 
eftls,  immortalis  Harvei  induhriam.  Vita 
brevis,  ars  longa.  Volat  irrevocabile  tempus. 
Carpe  igitur  diem,  dum  fororum  fila  trium 
patiuntur  atra.  Nil  fatis  morituris,  nil  mo- 

^ y rientibus* 
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rlentibus.  Quotidie  enim  propius  ab  ultimo 
flamus.  Extremus  cito  perveniet  dies.  Mag- 
nus ideo  animus,  confeius  Tibi  melioris  natu- 
rae, operam  dabit  ut  honefle  fe  et  induftrie 
gerat.  Falfa  non  durant,  fed  diligentiae  tenor 

permanet.  Ad  ingenium  rite  exercendum, 

0 

feientia  medica  latiffimum  adhuc  praebet 
campum.  Natura  munera  fua  non  fimul 
tradit,  nec  omnibus  patent,  redud:a  funt,  et 
in  interiori  facrario  claufa,  ex  quibus  aliud 
haec  aetas,  aliud  poftera,  accipit  et  depro- 
mit. Multum  adhuc  reflat  operis,  multum- 
que reflabit,  neque  ulli  nato  poft  mille  fecula 
piraecidetur  occafio  aliquid  adhuc  adjicien- 
di. Noflrum  eft  igitur,  dum  artis  medicae 
dignitatem  tueri,  dum  turpitudinem  erinfa- 
miam  evitare  volumus,  animos  exfufeitare, 
intentifque  ingeniis  ea  omnia  revolvere  quae 
ad  artis  vim  atque  perfedionem  quovis  mo- 
do conferre  videantur.  Hoc  ergo  a vobis- 
orare  liceat,  ut  quales  praeftarevos  inflitueritis, 
tales  ufque  ad  exitum  fervetis.  Efficite  igi- 
tur ut  in  morem  Harvei  laudari  poffitis,  fin 
minus  ut  agnofei.  Unumquemque  oportet 


in 
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in  hoc  ftudio  verfatum,  fvmbolum  aliquid, 

• t 

utcunque  exiguum,  in  commune  medicinae 
aerarium  contribuere.  Monftrent,  igitur,  co- 
namina veftra  vitalis  aurae  ufum  non  fruftra 
datum  effe,  neque  vos  fruges  folummodo 
confumere  natos. 

In  artis  autem  medicae  incrementum  quae 
via  optime  ducat  fortaffis  quaerendum. 
Hic  autem  exemplum  Harvei  deviis  atque 
errantibus  tramitem  monftrat.  Obfervatio- 
nibus  atque  experimentis  fanguinis  circui- 
tum indagavit.  Experimentum  quidem  dif-  . 
ficile,  fed  caute  peradiuin  laboris  juftum  ad- 
fert  praemium.  Quae  prius  anirno.  conje- 
cimus, fi  vera,  confirmat,  fi^falfa,  refellit. 
Hac  via  igitur  veftigiis  Harvei  infiftamus  ; ' 
hac  parvi  properare  debemus  et  ampli.  Et 
fi  qua  forte  fortuna  utile  aliquid  antea  latens 
quaerenti  fefe  obtulerit,  id  nominis  gloriam, 
pereunte  etiam  marmore,  pofteris  enarrabit. 

Hoc  quidem  paucis  folummodo  expedtan- 
dum.  Studendum  tamen  eft  non  tantum 
ut  plus  fcias,  fed  ut  melius.  Ad  ipfam 
igitur  naturae  normam  recurrendum  eft,  ft 
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exoptetis  ut  vel  vobis  honori,  vel  amicis  u- 
tilitati,  vel  reipublicae  emolumento,  efle  pof- 
fitis. 

, Si  ea  quae  modo  diximus,  ^ fi  Immortalis 
Harvei  exemplum,  apud  auditores  hodiernos, 
ad  artem  medicam  per  experimenta  exco- 
lendam, ftudium  atque  ardorem  excitabunt, 
fumma  quidem  afficiar  voluptate.  Ne  tamen 
inani  nunc  videar  fungi  munere,  in  animo 
eft  honoris  palmam,  utcunque  exiguam,  Iut 
ftituere,  quae  generofo  cuique  candidato  in- 
genium atque  indullriam  exercendi  occafio- 
nem  praebeat.  Hac  ratione  imprimis  re- 
verentiam noftram  adverfus  venerabilem  Har- 
veum,  qui  tam  multa  atque  praeclara  inffi- 
tuit,  ut  tum  aequales  tum  pofteros  ad  laudis 
gloriam  excitaret,  adhibere  aliquatenus  vo- 
lumus. Et  fortaffe  etiam,  ingenio  aliter 
pundfabundo  portam  pandat,  unde  fummarn 
fibi  impetret  honorem,  fummarn  arti  faluti- 
ferae  adferat  utilitatem.  Talis  enim  palma, 
haud  pretio  fed  honore  aeflimanda,  tardis 
ftimulurn,  alacribus  qbledamentum  praebet. 
Atque  ‘dum  inter  omnes  fervet  opus,  aliquid 

faltein 
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feltera  expeaandum  quod  communi  utili- 
tati  inferviat. 

His  igitur  addudus,  decrevi,  dum  res 
et  aetas  patiuntur^  dumque  ftudioforum  cona- 
mina noftrum  foveant  defidarium,  numifma 
aureum, venerando Harvei  nomine infcriptum, 
quotannis  proponere  ; quaeftionem  aliquam, 
per  experimenta  indagandam,  publico  exa- 
mini fubjicere  ; ingeniique  mercedem,  aequo 
jure  decretam,  fefto  folenni  in  Harvei  hono- 
rem inftituto  tradere.  Inter  varias  autem  cor- 
poris partes,  quid  melius  primam  quaeftionem 
fuppeditare  poteft,  quam  ipfe  fanguis  ? De  hoc 
fluido,  quo  quidem  immortalis  Harveus  ftim-- 
mum  fibi  honorem  et  meritus  et  adeptus  eft, 
plurima  etiamnum  indaganda  reftant : In- 
ter alia,  coloris  rubri  caufa  adhuc  latet.  Viri 
quidem  folertes  apud  recentiores  hac  in  re  per 
experimerita  non  parum  progrefli  funt;  aliif- 
queviamquafi  patefecerunt.  Multum 'tamen 
agendum  reftat ; atque  fi  veftris  exercitatio- 
nibus experimenta  jam  in  medium  prolata, 
yel  refelluntur  vcl  confirmantur,  labor  haud 

inutilis. 
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inutilis,  haud  injucundus.  Si  autem,  favente 
Numine,  fortunatus  aliquis  ex  fumo  lucem 
dare  poterit,  et  opus  et  ftudium  remunerabit 
fegete  laeta. 

Hanc'  igitur  quaeftionem  nunc  proponere 
liceat : Unde  color  fanguinis  ? Atque  hac 
indagatione  nihil  amplius  in  votis  eft,  quam 
ut  memoriae  Harvei  debitos  perfolvamus 
honores,  ut  exemplum  ejus,  quo  ars  medica 
imprimis  excolenda,  haud  paflibus  aequis 
fequamur,  atque  denique  ut  experimentorum 
utilitas  omnibus  pateat. 

His  expofitis,  haud  amplius  morandi  cau- 
fa,  quam  ut  vobis,  auditores  fpe^tatilfimi,  gra- 
tias reddam.  Non  equidem  volo  vos  inani- 
bus ladtare 'blanditiis;  compertum  autem  ha- 
bete, quod,  ubicunque  terrarum  vitam  poflea  ' 
agetis,  Tros  enim  Tyriufque  mihi  nullo  dif- 
crimine  habetur,  vota  mea  vos  femper  co-^ 

r 

m itabuntur. 

Ut  morbo  detentis  profpere  confulere  pof- 
fitis,  ut  medici  officio  ex  omni  parte  rite  fungi 
queatis,  ut  per  longum  annorum  decurfum, 

quic^ 
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quicquid  felix  fauftumque  eft,  abunde  con- 
tingat, ut  generi  humano  diu  laeti  interfitis, 
ut  feri  ad  coelum  redeatis,  concedat  Deus 
Optimus  Maximus.  Dixi. 
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Sequentes  paginas,  Le£tor  benevole,  ex 
proprio  penu  nequaquam  deprompfi..  Tum 
verbis  turn  fententlis  virorum  illuftrium  ubique  fere 
. ufus  fum  ; atque  ex  illorum  copia  inopiam  meam 
fubievavi.  Horum  igitur  haud  mihi  fas  eft  ferre 
honorem.  Attamen,  fi  inceptis  laudatio  fit  decer- 
nenda, benevolentiam  indulgentiamque  tuam  ex- 
optare licebit.  Mendas  vel  corrigas  vel  condones 
enixe  precor.  Molimina  noftra  aequi  bonique 
confulas,  oro  obfecroque.  Vale. 
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pihil  mirum  li  neoterici,  diruto  caduco  aedificio,  prope 
aovam  inllaurandam  curaverint  artem  medicam. 

' BoNETUSt 


i 


COLLEGIO  REGIO 


jr 

MEDICORUM  LONDINENSI 


Haec,  qualiacunque. 

In  Socii  Beatiffimi  Memoriam, ■ 

I 

Summa  Veneratione 


Dicat 

/ 

*-  . X 

* / 

k.  ANDREAS  DUNCAN, 


( ' 

I 

I 


r; 


r ^ »1 


- y;.  V,-  ; Gl  ^ 


f J I ' iii*  - )’*<i*.  'J  r *. 

^ * I 


o; 


n 


Q_^  La/V^  ^ CcXa^^XtvV^ 


- -#, 


S" 


A N. 


ACCOUNT 

Of  the  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS  of 

THE  LATE 

ALEX'.  MONRO  Sen'.  M.D.  F.  R.S. 

S 

DELIVERED  AS  THE 

HARVEIAN  ORATION  at  Edinburgh, 

, For  the  Year  1780. 

By  AN, DREW  DUNCAN,  M.  D ’ 

( 

Member  of  the  Royal  Societies  of  Medicine  of  Paris, 
Copenhagen,  and  Edinburgh. 


Diligentia  in  omnibus  rebus  plurimum  valet,  hsec  praecipue  colenda 
eft  nobis,  hxc  femper  adhibenda,  quas  nihil  eft  quod  aftequatur, 
qua  una  virtute  reliquae  omnes  virtutes  contine.itur. Cicero. 


Printed  forC.  ELLIOT,  Edinburgh; 
and  C.  DILLY,  London. 


M,  D C C,  L X X X, 


[Price  One  Shilling.] 


..  r t < 


' /. 
f H 


■ 'K 


v- 


.o 


/ • • 


j; 


'll 


« -i'..  '4«  i ; 


/ * 


.Kii 


i. 

J ' ’ 


■**  if  * ^ 5 '1  i 'fT'-",  V ' !•  - * t 

» '/  ■ ,• 

' • * ’ 

' . • ■•''^4.-'  V • * 

! «•  V V « • . V 


/ - y : 


X/ 

t'fLt  « 


!•  /-liV-» 


. < V ' 


■■,7...  ' ' .I*A>.V  K AVy'  ^ 'U'-  ^ 


•.;i  -...* 


,‘j  ;i  r ! 3T  • '•  ' * 

id*  ■ ■ < 


'I  ; 


' ' * f ^ 

• - i • - • ;> 


’ • * 


t *« 


t ."'>  ^ -t.V  • • ’5i ». . 


V , 


•■  ( 


T O 


THE  ROYAL  COLLEGES 

OF  PHYSICIANS,  AND  OF  SURGEONS,  IN  EDINBURGH, 

THIS  ELOGIUM 

ON  A LATE -WORTHY  MEMBER, 

/ 

WHOSE  EXAMPLE, 

AS  A TEACHER,  A PRACTITIONER,  AND  A MAN, 

I 

WELL  MERITS  IMITATION, 

IS  RBSPECTFULLV  INSCRIBED, 

B y 

Their  mofb  obedient  Servant 


ANDREW  DUNCAN.- 


: , - V ' 


' / . 


I ' V 

■ -A  ' 


Vi, 

■ r /,-■ 


0 

1 


»;  -r.  r ''.*  ■*  • ' •• 

C .i  : i ?.  . ^ ^ ^ jJ 


ii  :i  i'i  ' 


■A' 


' i ^ J.-10  VJ  la.  .J..  u i xj  i 


\ , 


f t-i'i.  • ii i'*i ii  -•<  i\i  TA.T  /.  ’« i 


» - .■  ;3?»- 


I — ' ^ tfi  A ^ »T  rt  o Cp  rS  V#* 


•7) 


• l.-f 


'■  ' . ' *•'  / * > 

-■  - r.-  •■;:  ' • ' '•..  ' 

l«*  A 'i’*' A , .i  1 ■»  "I  A . , I ;■!  7, .'.  "v. , 


. •>  i 'i'  A 1’  1 V.  till  J IS. . .1,:  r{  '.,• 

,**.•'*  t ' 9 


7 :C 


k---  ,..^. 

•f  ' • ^ ^ ''t 

' «Jl'  - 


, 2 U i ^ ■_./  i y.,-  .1  Y : i 1 


. .1 


i. 


■fc'.  ' ^.  • • 


KV-..7 


?/■«  rl^Cn  iVuiVlLk.  ir,>. 


.•■•:  t-  . \ 
I ' ; ■' 't 

* K S . 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE  following  pages  were  delivered 
as  a public  annual  difcourfe,  which 
was  inftituted  fome  years  ago,  with  a view 
of  paying  honour  to  the  memory  of  the 
dead,  and  of  encouraging  the  induflry  of 
..  the,  living.  That  the  tribute  of  applaufe 
to  departed  merit,  muft  operate  with  the 
human  mind  as  a flrong  motive  to  vir- 
tuous exertion,  may  be  afferted  wdthout 
danger  of  contradiHion.  When  this  ac- 
count, therefore,  of  an  illuftrious  charac- 
ter, is  now  publifhed,  after  having  been 
delivered  to  the  audience  for  whom  it  was 
written,  the  author  flatters  himfelf,  that 
the  merit  of  the  intention  is  the  bell:  apo- 
logy he  can  offer  for  the  imperfe^lions  of 
the  work. 


Edinburgh,  17th  April 
1780. 
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HARVEIAN  ORATION 


At  EDINBURGH, 

For  the  year  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

N attempt  to  commemorate  the  me 


ritorious  condudl  of  thofe  to  whom 


pofterity  are  deeply  indebted,  mull  ever 
afford  pleafure  to  the  virtuous  mind.  An 
endeavour  to  call  forth  the  efforts  of  la- 
tent, or  riling  genius,  muft  appear  lau- 
dable to  every  one  interefted  in  the  pub- 
lic good.  To  thefe-  valuable  purpofe^, 
the  birth-day  of  the  illuftrious  Harvey 
is,  in  this  place,  annually  appropriated; 
and,  if  the  abilities  of  the  fpeaker . were 
equal  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion, 
this  meeting  might  be  produdlive  of  con- 
fiderable  advantages  to  the  healing  art.  If 
any  name  can  excite  juft  ideas  of  the 
utility  of  medical  difcoveries,  or  infpire 


due 
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due  veneration  for  the  mofl  valuable  cha-” 
rader,  that  of  Harvey  muft  animate  the 
efforts  of  every  fpeaker,  mull  awaken  the 
attention  of  every  hearer. 

But  to  give  a juft  delineation  of  lingu- 
lar merit,  requires  no  inconfiderable  fhare 
of  thofe  very  abilities  which  are  to  be 
the  fubjeH  of  detail.  I trufl,  however, 
that  the  benevolence  of  your  difpofi- 
tions,  will  compenfate  the  deficiency  of  my 
endeavours ; and  I flatter  myfelf,  that 
what  is  now  to  be  delivered,  will  be  can- 
didly received,  at  leafl  as  the  belt  apology 
for  what  may  have  been  expected. 

Thefe  confiderations  will,  I doubt  not, 
fecure  to  me  an  indulgent  and  attentive 
hearing,  when  I am  now  to  prefent  you 
with  fome  account  of  the  late  Dr  Alex- 
ander Monro,  who  may  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  father  and  founder  of  the 
Medical  School  at  this  place.  If,  while  I 
endeavour  to  delineate  his  chara(5ter,  fuch 
an  example  fliall  be  fet  before  you,  as 
may  challenge  your  efleem,  and  excite 
your  imitation,  the  tribute  thus  paid  to  the 

dead 
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dead  may  be  beneficial  to  the  living ; and 
I flatter  myfelf,  that  with  many  of  this 
audience,  an  example  worthy  of  imita- 
tion will  have  very  great  influence,  al- 
though it  be  not  enforced  by  that  weight 
of  argument  and  power  of  words,  which 
are  talents  pertaining  only  to  a few  fortu- 
nate individuals. 

Dr  MONRO  was  born  at  London,  on 
the  1 gth  September  1 697.  He  was  the  fon 
of  Mr  John  Monro,  then  a furgeon  in 
the  Brkifh  army.  If  a line  of  diftinguifli- 
ed  anceflry  could  add  any  thing  to  his 
meric,  many  names  might  be  mentioned, 
both  among  * his  paternal  and  maternal 
progenitors,  diftinguifhed  for  true  valour, 
ftri(5l  honour,  and  Ready  patriotifm ; 
names  on  which  the  hiflorians  of  their 
country  have  beflowed  thofe  encomiums, 
to  which  departed  merit  is  intitled.  But 
of  his.  anceftors  it  is  unneceffary  to  fpeak ; 
for  his  reputation  needs  no  addition,  from 

Z z circum- 

* He  was  defcended,  by  his  father,  from  the  family 
of  Monro  of  Milton";  and,  by  his  mother,  from  that 
of  Forbes  of  Cullodcn.  ' 
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circiimftances  in  which  he  had  no  meric, 
If  we  trace  him  from  the  earlieft  periods' 
at  which  he  was  capable  of  rational  ex- 
ertion, to  the  final  termination  of  his  la- 
bours, we  fliall  find  ample  f’ubjefl  for  e- 
logiiim,  and  confpicuous  examples  for  imi- 
taition,  withofut  being  interrupted  by  a 
fmgle  tranfaftion  over  which  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  caft  a veil. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  his  father,  retiring  from  the  ar- 
my, fixed  liis  refidence  in  Edinburgh;  and 
was  foon  afterwards  admitted  a member 
of  the  college  of  furgeons  in  that  city. 
Real  knowledge.  Ready  induftry,  and 
engaging  manners,  fooii  introduced  him 
into  extenflve  praftice.  But  although  he 
was  much  occupied  in  the  difcharge  of 
profeflional  engagements,  the  education  of 
his  fon  engroffed  no  fmall  part  of  his  at-^ 
teiltion  ; and  it  was  an  objecR  from  which 
he  ever  derived  the  greateft  felicity.  He 
faw,  with  a father’s  feeling,  early  marks 
of  fuperior  talents  : Ele  wilhed  that 

thefe  might  be  appropriated  to  the  exercife 

of 
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t)f  the  healing  art : He  regretted  that  E~ 
dinburgh  then  afforded  but  little  oppor- 
tunity for  medical  inftrucftion : And  he 
hoped,  that  the  genius  of  his  fon,  when 
ripened  by  years,  and  improved  by  cul- 
ture, might  be  the  happy  means  of  fup- 
plying  fo  great  a defedl:.  That  genius, 
united  with  uncommon  affiduity,  facili- 
tated his  progrefs,  in  acquiring  an  early 
and  accurate  knowledge,  in  all  thofe 
branches  of  literature,  which  could  then 
be  obtained'  from  an  Edinburgh  educa- 
tion. As  he  was  intended  for  the  profef- 
fion  of  medicine,  it  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  his  information  in  the  preli- 
minary branches  of  that  art  was  not 
inconfiderable,  when  he  had,  for  his  firft 
teacher,  an  intelligent  and  affecflionate  pa- 
rent. But  at  Edinburgh,  other  opportu- 
nities of  improvement  in  medical  fcience 
were  then  wanting.  For,  at  that  time, 
even  the  name  of  a medical  fchool  had 
not  here  an  exiflence.  There  were  indeed 
titular  profeffors,  but  there  were  no  teach- 
ers. The  diffecfion  of  a human  body 

Z z 2 was 
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was  fliewn  only  occafionally,  and  in  a fu- 
perficial  manner,  as  an  additional  difgrace 
to  the  punifhinent  of  the  moll  atrocious 
crimes.  It  was  not  therefore  in  this  city, 
that  the  intelligent  pradlitioner,  or  accom- 
plifhed  teacher,  could  then  be  formed. 
An  education  elfewhere  was  necelfary  to 
fatisfy  the  wilhes  of  a young  man  ambi- 
tious to  excel,  and  to  promote  the  views 
of  a fond  father,  who  had  proje6led  the 
future  fame  of  a fon,  whofe  opening  ge- 
nius was  already  the  objecfl  of  his  ad- 
miration. 

An  extend ve  courfe  of  education  at 
London,  at  Paris,  and  at  Leyden,  was 
judicioully  planned,  and  efFe6lually  carried 
into  execution.  During  his  rehdence  at 
thofe  places,  no  clrcumflance  more  ftrong- 
ly  marked  Dr  Monro’s  charadler,  than 
the  unwearied  affiduity  with  wLich  he 
cultivated  every  opportunity  for  improve- 
ment which  they  afforded.  He  became  the 
attentive  pupil  of  themoft  eminent  teachers 
of  thofe  days.  And  among  others  whofe 
piiblic  ledlures  he  attended,  we  may  men- 
tion 
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tion  the  names  of  Chefelden,  Hawkfby, 
Chomel,  Bouquet,  Thibaut,  and  the  illuf- 
trious  Boerhaave.  From  thefe  preceptors, 
he  could  not  fail  of  acquiring  much  ufe- 
ful  knowledge.  But  it  was  not  from  pub- 
lic teachers  alone  that  he  derived  in- 
Bruclion.  Fired  with  the  ambition  of 
excelling  in  the  profeflion  he  had  chofen, 
wherever  he  went,  he  neglected  no  op- 
portunity for  obtaining  real  knowledge. 
This  was  the  objeft  of  his  purfuit,  and  he 
fought  it  wherever  it  was  to  be  found.  , 
But  if  he  derived  much  from  the  eru- 
dition of  others,  his  progrefs  was  no  lefs 
forwarded  by  his  own  refledlions.  To  all 
that  could  be  obtained  from  the  lectures 
. of  eminent  teachers,  or  from  the  conver- 
fation  of  men  of  learning  and  experience, 
he  fuperadded  the  fruits  of  his  own  in- 
duftry,  improved  by  the  remarks  of  thofe 
who  were  the  companions  of  his  fludies. 
An  effay  on  the  bones  in  general,  deliver- 
ed in  a fociety  of  his  fellow-fludents  at 
London,  was  the  ground-work  of  a fu- 
ture publication  on  that  fubjedt,  which 

will 
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will  do  him  immortal  honour.  Several 
elegant  anatomical  preparations  which  he 
made  at  London,  were  prefentcd  by  his  fa- 
ther to  the  colleges  of  phyficians  and  of  fur- 
geons  at  Edinburgh,  and  gained  him  very 
great  credit  as  an  anatomift.  Mr  Drum- 
mond, who  had  then  the  title  of  profeffor  of 
anatomy,  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  thofe 
marks  of  the  progrefs  which  he  had  made, 
that  he  formed  the  refolution  of  relinquilh- 
ing  a nominal  dignity,  and  delivering  k 
into  the  hands  of  one  by  whom  it  would 
be  converted  into  an  ufeful  profeffion. 

Neither,  however,  a natural  predilec- 
tion for  anatomy,  nor  the  alTurances  which 

he  had  received  of  being  furniflied  with 
\ 

an  opportunity  of  teaching  it  on  his 
return  to  Edinburgh,  led  him  to  negledt 
other  branches  of  medicine.  His  nume- 
rous manufcripts  from  the  ledlures  of 
many  different  teachers  are  flill  preferved ; 
and  they  demonftrate  his  extenfive  labours, 
his  unwearied  induftry.  But  from  the 
profpedl  which  he  had  of  foon  filling  an 
anatomical  chair,  it  may  naturally  be 

fuppofed, 
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fuppofed,  that  this  fundamental  branch  of 
medical  fcience  was  never  pofbponed  to 
any  other.  While,  therefore,  he  exerted 
much  induftry  to  become  an  able  phyfi- 
cian,  he  {trained  every  nerve  to  render 
himfelf  an  accomplifhed  anatomift. 

Thus  qualified  for  the  duties  of  a 
pra(5litioner,  and  for  the  office  of  a teacher, 
he  returned  to  Edinburgh.  There  he 
remained  not  long  inadlive.  Within  the 
fpace  of  a few  months  after  his  arrival,  in 
the  year  1720,  he  began  the  fir  ft  regular 
courfe  of  anatomical  and  chirurgical  lec- 
tures and  demonftrations  which  was  ever 
delivered  in  that  city.  From  his  abilities 
and  zeal,  fuccefs  could  hardly  fail  to  at- 
tend his  labours.  The  fatisfadlion  given 
to  his  audience  did  not  difappoint  the  ex- 
pe<ftations  of  thofe  who  held  him  in  the 
higheft  efteem ; and  while  his  accuracy  as 
an  anatomift  and  ingenuity  as  a phy- 
fiologift  were  equally  confpicuous,  he  ne- 
glecled  no  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
ufeful  applications  to  the  pracftice  of 
phyfic  and  of  furgery. 


But 
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But  it  could  not  be  expected  tliiit  an 
anatomical  and  chirurgical  courfe  alone, 
liowever  valuable,  or  that  a Tingle  pro- 
fedbr,  however  great  his  abilities,  would 
be  lafiicient  to  raife  the  fame  of  a medical 
fchool,  Vv’hich  had  to  combat  many  rival 
i'eminaries  of  deferved  eminence.  It  be- 
came, therefore,  a matter  of  the  utmoll 
confequence  to  obtain -fuch  alfociates  as 
could  fecond  and  fupport  his  labours. 
His  father,  whofe  zeal  for  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  his  favourite  objeH,  the  intro- 
duHion  of  regular  medical  education  at 
Edinburgh,  had  increafed  in  proportion 
to  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  prevailed  on 
Dr  Alfton,  then  king’s  botanill  for  Scot- 
land, to  begin  a courfe  of  ledlures  on  the 
materia  medica.  Still,  however,  the  want 
of  ledures  on  other  branches  was  an 
elTential  defed.  The  endeavours^  there- 
fore, of  the  yoimg  profelTor  were  Ilre- 
nuouily  exerted  for  exciting  in  others  the 
, fame  enthufiafm  with  which  he  was  him- 
felf  .animated.  Thefe  endeavours  were 

foon  crowned  with  fuccefs ; and  he  obtain- 
ed 
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ed  afTociates  in  every  refpedl  correfpoii- 
dent  to  his  wilhes.  In  a fliort  time,  he 
had  for  his  colleagues,  Rutherford,  Sin- 
clair, Plummer,  and  Innes,  names  which 
will'  be  long  and  defervedly  confpicuous 
in  the  annals  of  medicine.  Aided  by 
thefe  fellow-teachers,  and  their  immediate 
fuccelTors,  he  continued  his  labours  with 
indefatigable  induftry,  for  near  the  fpace 
of  fifty  years.  During  all  that  period,  he 
had  the  fatisfa(3;ion  of  obferving  the  in- 
creafing  fame  of  a feminary  of  medical 
education,  which  owed  its  exiflence  in  a 
great  meafure  ,to  himfelf ; and,  before  the 
termination  of  his  labours,  to  find  it  e- 
qualled  by  few  other  medical  fchools,  and 
inferior  to  none  in  Europe.  Thus  the 
man  who  had  given  a beginning  to  medi- 
cal education  at  this  pla^e,  faw  it  acquire 
in  reality,  as  high  a degree  of  reputation 
as  he  could  ever  conceive  in  imagination. 

But  to  the  applaufe  which  refulted  from  • 
his  fuccefs,  he  fuperadded  the  merit  of 
teaching  with  lingular  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment.  Of  this  difpofition,-  his  condudl 
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to  the  ingenious  Dr  Martin  exhibited  a 
ftriking  example.  When  Dr  Martin,  juftly 
celebrated  both  as  a philofopher  and  phy- 
fician,  began  to  read  medical  ledures  at 
Edinburgh,  men  of  narrower  minds  view- 
ed him  in  the  light  of  a rival  to  the  College. 
But  Dr  Monro  thought,  and  he  thought 
with  juftice,  that  the  fame  of  the  fchool 
of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  would  be  in- 
creafedin  proportion  to  the  number  of  able 
teachers,  whether  their  lelTons  were  de- 
livered within  or  without  the  precin^ls 
of  the  univerlity ; and  he  rejoiced  that 
another  opportunity  was  there  afforded,  to 
the  {Indents  of  that  fcience,  for  acquiring 

I 

ufeful  knowledge.  Upon  the  death  of  Dr 
Martin,  he  lamented  the  untimely  fate  of  a 
riling  genius : He  celebrated  the  praifes  of 
departed  worth : And  he  fuperintended  the 
publication  of  his  pofthumous  works,  that 
the  anatomical  part  of  his  labours  might 
defcehd  to  poflerity,  with  every  advan- 
tage to  his  fame : A conduct  worthy  of  a 
mail ; an  example  deferving  the  imitation 
of  rival  teachers,  to  lateft  ages. 

It 
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It  has  been  often  and  juftly  regretted, 
that  the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar  have  ren- 
dered private  diffedlion  at  Edinburgh,  if 
not  impoffible,  at  lead  to  a high  degree 
hazardous.  Had  Dr  Monro  lived  in  a 
more  enlightened  age,  from  his  condudl 
in  other  refpefls,  there  can  be  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  he  would  have  employed  every 
effort  to  afford  to  the  anatomical  fludent 
at  Edinburgh  all  thofe  opportunities  of 
improvement  which  he  can  enjoy  either  at 
London  or  Paris.  But  thofe  defirable 
objedls,  from  the  genius  of  the  period  and 
of  the  people,  ftill  remain  to  be  accom- 
plifhed.  If,  however,  the  time  fhall  ever 
arrive,  when  the  prefent  infuperable  barrier 
of  vulgar  prejudice  fhall  be  removed,  every 
one,  who  is  duly  interefled  in  the  public 
good,  will  afhft  in  forwarding  this  im- 
provement : But  the  ardent  zeal  and  ex- 
tenfive  views  of  another  Monro  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  its  complete  accomplifhment. 

To  confider  Dr  Monro  as  a mere 
anatomical  demonflrator,  however  emi- 
nent, however  meritorious  his  condu(d  in 
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that  capacity,  wonld  be  to  take. a very 
confined  view  of  what  he  was,  and  of  what 
he  did.  While  he  fhewed  uncommon 
anxiety  in  giving  inftrudion  to  his  pu- 
pils, he  was  no  lefs  afliduous  in  adding  to 
his  own  knowledge,  and  improving  every 
branch  of  the  medical  art.  He  was  fully 
fenfible  of  the  many  advantages,  which 
the  ftudents  of  medicine,  which  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  which  mankind  in  gene- 
ral, would  derive  from  the  eftablifhment 
of  an  hofpital  at  Edinburgh.'  To  afford 
immediate  and  falutary  aid,  to  thofe  at 
once  oppreffed  with  poverty  and  difeafe ; 
to  teach  the  healing  art  by  experiment 
and  example;  to  furnifh  ufeful  leffons, 
not  merely  to  {Indents,  but  to  thofe  en- 
gaged in  pracftice ; and  to  improve  the  art 
itfelf ; were  the  invaluable  obje61s,  rea- 
fonably  to  be  expedied  from  fuch  an  infti- 
tution.  For  the  fpeedy  accomplifliment, 
therefore,  of  fuch  a purpofe,  he  left  no 
meafure  untried,  jio  nerve  unflrained.  In 

this,  indeed,  he  'laboured  not  alone ; nor 
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had  he  to  combat  difficulties  ariiing  from 
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fordid  or  felf-interefted  oppofitlon.  Even 
the  mofl  avaritious  citizens,  where  fortune 
had  placed  them  in  affluent  circumflances, 
grudged  not  to  aid  the  undertaking,  from 
the  fulleft  convidion  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated for  the  public  good : And  men 
whom  heaven  had  bleffed  with  extenfive 
views  and  feeling  hearts,  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other,  in  promoting  fo  ufeful 
an  eftablifhment. 

While  all  ranks  were  thus  zealoufly  in- 
terefted  in  the  eredion  of  an  hofpital,  the 
name  of  another  individual  mufl  be  men- 
tioned on  the  prefent  occafion.  No  one 
could  be  animated  with  more  liberal 
principles,  no  one  could  exert  more  in- 
ceffant  endeavours  for  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  than  the  late 
George  Drummond,  Efq ; who  had 
often  held  the  rank  of  chief  magiftrate 
of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  with  no  lefs 
credit  to  himfelf,  than  advantage  to  the 
public.  His  Ration,  as  well  as  his  a- 
bilities,  juflly  entitled  him  to  take  the 
lead  in  this  matter  among  his  fellow- 

citizens. 
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citizens.  And  in  defigning,  fuperlntend- 
ing,  and  executing  every  part  of  the  work, 
. he  found  in  Dr  Monro  a faithful  and 
affiduous  colleague.  By  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  firft  contributors,  thefe 
two  were  alone  nominated  the  building- 
committee  ; and’  ere  long  they  had  the 
fatisfadfion  of  beholding  a large,  com- 
modious, and  elegant  hofpital,  completely 
furnifhed.  To  their  mutual  labours,  there- 
fore, mankind  are  indebted,  for  all  the 
advantages  refulting  from  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary of  Edinburgh. 

Dr  Monro  forefaw  that  this  hofpital 
would  be  ufeful  for  many  purpofes : But 
he  had  particularly  in  view  the  advan- 
tages which  might  be  derived  from  it 
as  a field  for  medical  education;  and  in 
rendering  it  fubfervient  to  this  end,  he 
took  an  acflive  part,  to  the  lateft  period 
of  his  life.  Even  after  he*  was  exhauft- 
ed  by  years  and  by  exertion,  and  had 
entirely  relinquifhed  to  his  fon  the  du- 
ties of  the  anatomical  clafs,  he  yet  con- 
tinued with  unwearied  induftry  his  pre- 
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ledlions  m the  Infirmary.  There  I had 
myfelf  the  'happinefs  of  being  a pupil 
who  profited  by  the  judicious  condud  of 
his  pradice,  who  was  improved  by  the 
wifdom  and  acutenefs  of  his  remarks.  I 
have  indeed  to  regret,  that  I attended 
only  the  laft  courfe  of  ledures  in  which 
he  had  ever  a fhare,  and  at  a time  when 
he  was  fubjeded  to  a difeafe  which  proved 
at  length  fatal.  Still,  however,  from  what 
I faw,  and  from  what  I heard,  I can 
venture  to  alfert,  that  it  is  hardly  pofllble 
to  conceive  a phyfician  more  attentive 
to  pradice,  a preceptor  more  anxious  to 
communicate  inftrudion.  His  humani- 
ty in  the  former  of  thefe  charaders,  led 
him  to  beftow  the  mofl:  anxious  care  on 
his  patients  while  they  were  alive;  and 
his  zeal  in  the  latter,  induced  him  to 
make  them  the  fubjed  of  ufeful  leflbns 
when  they  happened  to  die. 

In  the  different  flations  of  phyfician,  of 
ledurer,  and  of  manager,  in  tlie  hofpital, 
he  took  every  meafure  for  inquiring  into 
the  caufes  of  difeafe  by  diffedion.  He 

per- 
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peribnally  attended  the  opening  of  every 
body:  and  he  not  only  didlated  to  the 
{Indents,'  an  accurate  report  of  the  diffec- 
tion;  but,  with  nice  difcrimination,  con- 
traded  the  difeafed  and  found  ilate  of 
every  organ.  Thus,  in  his  own  perfon,  he 
afforded  to  the  {Indents  a confpicuous  ex- 
ample of  the  advantages  of  early  ana- 
tomical purfuits,  as  the  happieft  founda- 
tion for  a medical  fuperftrucflure.  His 
being  ?t  once  engaged  in  two  depart- 
ments, the  Anatomical  Theatre  and  Clini- 
cal Chair,  furnifhed  him  with  opportuni- 
ties for  experiment  both  on  the  dead  and 
living  body,  and  placed  him  in  the  mod 
favourable  {ituation  for  the  improvement 
of  medicine;  and  from.thefe  opportunities 
he  derived  every  poflible  advantage  which 
they  could  afford. 

The  fame  temper  of  mind  which  led 
Dr  Monro  to  be  an  adtive  teacher,  and 
by  which  he  was  indrumental  in  the  eda- 
blidiment  of  the  infirmary,  didinguilhed 
him  in  every  other  {ituation  in  life.  Be- 
{ides  extendve  pradtice  in  the  line  of  his 

pro- 
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profelTion,  to  enumerate  all  the  important 
tranfaclions  in  which  he  was  uniformly 
engaged,  would  require  a tedious  detail. 
He  was  not  only  a member  of  many 
learned  Societies,  and  a manager  of  many 
public  charities ; but,  with  the  ftriHeft 
pundluality,  he  at,the  fame  time  performed 
every  part  of  his  duty  in  * fcveral  other 
engagements,  both  of  a civil  and  political 
. nature : ■ And,  though  very  few  have  ever 
been  at  once  employed  in  fo  many  different 
occupations,  no  one  could  be  more  afli- 
duous  in  his  endeavours  to  promote 
every  meafure  which  tended  to  public 
utility. 

But  his  charaHer  was  not  more  con- 
fpicuous  in  public,  than  it  was  amiable 
in  private  life.  He  was  equally  diftin- 
guilhed  for  filial  piety,  conjugal  fidelity, 
and  parental  affection . When  his  father 
was  no  longer  able  for  the  fatigues  of  bu- 
finefs,  he  purchafed  for  his  ufe  a delight- 

3 B ' . ful 

* He  was  a Diredlor  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  and  a Commiflioner  of  High- 
roads. 
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fui  couiitry-feat.  There,  the  aged  parent 
enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  every  comfort, 
which  the  affedion,  the  reverence,  or  the 
merit  of  a fon  could  afford ; and  there  he 
ended  his  days  in  calm  retirement.  Soon 
after  Dr  Monro  began  to  teach  anatomy, 
he  married  Ifabella,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Donald  Macdonald,  a baronet  of  Scotland. 
With  her,  till  his  death,  he  lived  in  unin- 
terrupted domeflic  harmony.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  marriage.  Of 
thefe,four  died  young;  f four  areftill  alive. 
But  of  the  living  it  is  not  here  our  bufinefs 
to  fpeak.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that,  before 
the  death  of  Dr  Monro,  they  were  all 
placed  in  reputable  and  honourable  fta- 
tions.  Their  own  public  declarations 
bear  teftimony,  that  they  ftood  indebted 
to  him  for  all  the  favours  which  can  be 
received  from  the  moft  fincere  friend,  the 
mod:  attentive  preceptor,  and  the  bed;  of 

fathers* 

■[  His  furviving  children  are,  John  Monro,  Efq;  - 
Advocate;  Dr  Donald  Monro,  Phyfician  in  London; 
Dr  Alexander  Monro,  Phyfician  in  Edinburgh  ; and 
Mrs  Philip,  wife  of  James  Phili|>,  Efq;  Judge  Ad™ 
miral  for  Scotland. 


C 387  ] 


fathers.  Thus  there  cannot  be  a doubt, 
that  the  obligations  which  he  owed  to  his 
parents,  were  amply  repaid  to  his  chil- 
dren. 

After  a life  fpent  in  the  moft  adlive  in- 
duflry,  he  became  afflicted  with  a tedious 
and  dangerous  difeafe.  But  he  bore  the 
mofh  exquifite  pain  with  the  refolution  of 
a man,  with  the  refignation  of  a Chriftian. 
At  length,  after  having  been  fubjedted  to 
it  for  many  months,  he  died  on  the  ipth 
of  July  1767,  in  the  70th  year  of  his 

To  give  a full  account  of  his  numerous 
difcoveries  and  improvements  in  medi- 
cine and  in  medical  philofophy,  would 
require  a, very  long  detail.'  It  is  enough  to 
fay,  that  his  fame  among  his  cotempora- 
ries was  eftabliffled  on  the  moft  unequi- 
vocal foundation ; and  that  the  writings 
which  he  has  bequeathed  to  the  public 
will  tranfmit  his  merit  to  pofterity,  long 
after  the  efforts  of  other  pens,  which  have 
combined  in  celebrating  his  praifes,  are 
buried  in  oblivion. 
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In  every  Society  at  Edinburgh,  for  the 
improvement  of  arts,  or  of  letters,  he  was 
juftly  confidered  as  one  of  its  brightefl 
ornaments.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Colleges  of  Surgeons  andPhyficians ; of  the 
Medical  Society,  which  then  fubfifted ; of 
the  Philofophical  Society ; of  the  Selecfl 
Society  for  queftions  in  morality  and  po- 
litics ; and  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
arts,  fciences,  and  manufadlures  in  Scot- 
land, ' In  all  thefe  he  uniformly  fup- 
ported  the  charadler  of  an  able  alTociate, 
and  in  all  of  them  his  zeal  was  not  infe- 
rior to  his  abilities.  While  he  was  efteemed 
and  refpedled  at  home,  he  was  revered 
and  honoured  abroad.  The  Societies  at' 
London  and  at  Paris,  effcabliflied  and 
patronized  by  royal  authority,  confidered 
it  as  an  honour  to  have  his  'name  en- 
rolled among  the  catalogue  of  their 
members. 

What  his  cotemporaries  knew  from  his 
converfation,  pofterity  may  learn  from  his 
writings.  His  Treatife  on  the  Anatomy  of  • 
the  Bones  was  written  for  the  ufe  of  ftu’- 
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dents ; but  it  is  capable  alfo  of  affording 
inftrudion  even  to  the  oldcft  and  moft 
experienced  practitioner.  At  once  it  dif- 
plays  extenfive  reading,  accurate  obferva- 
tion,  and  judicious  reflection. , In  treat- 
ing of  this  fundamental  branch  of  all  ana- 
tomical knowledge,  befides  a minute  de- 
fcription  of  the  parts  copied  from  nature, 
and  a candid  account  of,  the  fentiments  of 
others,  the  work  every-where  ,abounds 
with  new  and  important  obfervations, 
immediately  applicable  to  praCtice.  The 
reception  which  it  has  met  with  from  the 
public,  has  been  proportioned  to  its  merit. 
It  has  been  tranflated  into  many 'different 
languages.  It  has  paffed  through  nume- 
rous editions.  It  has  been  re-printed  in 
foreign  countries  in  the  moft  fuperb  man- 
ner, and  adorned  with  as  elegant  and  ma- 
fterly  engravings  as  are  to  be  found  in  any 
anatomical  work. 

His  Defcription  of  the  LaCleal-Sac  and 
Thoracic  Du6l,  contains  the  moft  accurate 
' account  of  that  important  part  of  the 
body  which  has  yet  been  publiflied;  and 

his 
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his  Anatomy  of  theNerves  will  tranfmit  to 
pofterity  an  excellent^  example  of  accurate 
diffedlion,  faithful  defcription,  and  inge- 
nious i;eafoning. 

But,  however  great  his  merit  in  thefe 
publications,  he  is  intitled  to  dill  higher 
applaufe  for  another  and  a more  extenfive 
work,  although  it  bears  his  name  only  in  a 
fecondary  way.  To  him  chiefly  we  are 
indebted  for  the  fix  volumes  of  Medical 
Effays  and  Obfervations,  publilhed  by  a 
Society  in  Edinburgh.  On  this  work, 
after  the  character  which  has  been  given 
of  it  by  the  molt  able  judges,  it  is  unne- 
ceffary  for  me  to  pronounce  any  enco- 
mium. It  is  enough  to  fay,  that  the  illu- 
flrious  Elaller  reprefents  it  as  a book 
which  ought  to  be  in  the  pofTefTion  of 
every  medical  pradtitioner.  In  every  vo- 
lume, feveral  of  the  molt  ufeful  and  in- 
genious papers  are  the  produdtions  of  Dr 
Monro.  But  befides  this,  although  in  the 
firft  volume  he  had  the  aid  of  fome  other 
gentlemen,  to  whom  he  officiated  as  fe- 
cretary,  yet  they  foon  became  remifs  in 

their 
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their  attendance  ; their  meetings  in  a 
fliorc  time  were  entirely  difcontinued ; 
and,  although  the  title  was  not  changed, 
yet  the  fecretary  was  the  foie  colledlor 
and  publiflier  of  the  work.  To  him  we 
are  therefore  in  a great  meafure  indebted 
for  thofe  numerous  and  important  difco- 
veries  with  which  this  publication  has 
enriched  every  department  of  medical 
knowledge.  ' 

In  the  two  firfl  volumes  of  the  Phyfical 
and  Literary  Elfays,  publilhed  by  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  in  which 
he  had  the  rank  of  one  of  the  prefidents, 
we  find  feveral  papers  written  by  him, 
which  are  not  the  leafl  ornaments  of  that 
valuable  colleflion.  His  Account  of  the 
fuecefs  of  Inoculation  in  Scotland  may  be 
cnnfidered  as  his  lafi;  publication.  It  de- 
monftrates  his  extenfive  carrelpondence,' 
and  indefatigable  indullry ; and  it  has 
had  very  great  influence  in  recommend- 
ing to  the  attention  of  every  pra(5li- 
tioner,  and  of  every  parent,  a falutary 
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practice,  which  has  been  the  means  of 
prefer ving  the  lives  of  thoufands. 

Befides  thefe,  Jie  was  alfo  the  author  of 
ffeveral  other  elegant  and  maflerly  pro- 
dudlions,  which  were  never  publilhed. 
Upon  his  appointment  to  the  profelTor- 
ihip  of  anatomy,  he  delivered  an  oration 
De  utilitate  anatomes.  Some  years  after,  he 
delivered  a fecond,  De  cuticula.  Upon  the 
death  of  that  truly  great  man  Mr  M‘Lau- 
rin,  profefTor  of  mathematics,  a fellow- 
teacher,  with  whom  he  had  always  lived 
in  the  flridteft  ties  of  intimate  friendfhip 
from  the  day  on  which  they  were  toge- 
ther received  profeffors  of  the  univerlity, 
he  pronounced  an  elogium  on  the  me- 
mory of  that  eminent  mathematician;  in 
which  he  delineated,  to  a numerous  au- 
dience, the  juft  character  of  the  friend 
whom  he  loved,  the  philofopher  whom  he 
admired. 

After ’having  given  this  account  of  the 
life  and  writings  of  Dr  Monro,  it  may  be 
expeded  that  we  fliould  thence  endea- 
vour to  exhibit  afliort  view  of  his  charac- 
ter. 
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ter.  But  to  fum  up  his  qualifications  in 
a few  words  would  be  impoffible.  He 
lludied  medicine,  with  a zeal  and  induf- 
try^  feldom  parallelled,  perhaps  never  ex- 
ceeded. He  taught  it  with  an  enthufiafm, 
« 

and  liberality  of  fentiment,  proportioned 
to  the  importance  of  the  art.  And  he 
negledled  no  opportunity  of  encouraging 
genius,  of  promoting  and  forwarding  the 
efforts  of  induftry. 

If  in  the  line  of  an  anatomical  teacher 
Dr  Monro  left  much  to  be  done,  yet  he 
accompliflied  more  than  in  the  life  of  any 
one  man  could  have  been  reafonably  ex- 
pedled.  If  as  a fon,  a father,  a hufband, 
and  a friend,  he  difplayed  in  private  and 
dorneftic  life  a chara<5ter  which  challenged 
admiration;  fo  in  the  various  flations  of 
a ftudent,  a teacher,  and  a pradlitioner 
in  medicine,  he  exhibited  a bright  pattern 
for  imitation. 

After  his  example,  long  may  every 
ftudent  at  this  place,  with  induflrious 
attention,  feize  every  opportunity  of 
acquiring  ufeful  knowledge : Long  may 
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every  one,  who  takes  upon  himfelf  the 
bfhce  of  a teacher,  with  a zeal  propor- 
tioned to  the  importance  of  the  talk, 
dire6l  all  his  views  to  the  communica- 
tion of  that  inftru6lion  which  will  be 
■of  inofl  avail  in  the  removal  of  difeafe ; 
Long  may  every  one,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profeffioh,  with  a fpirit  of 
real  benevolence,  anxioufly  endeavour  to 
render  the  fruits  of  his  experience  fubfer- 
vient,  not  merely  to  his  own  improve- 
ment, but  to  the  inlfrudlion  of  others, 
and  to  the  advancement  of  the  healing 
art.  While  thefe  circumftances  are  pro- 
perly and  happily  united;  while  genius 
and  induflry  are  excited,  cheriflied,  and 
fupported,  by  fuch  a protestor,  and  fuch 
a patron,  as  the  illuftrious  Monro;  the 
fame  of  that  fchool  of  medicine  which  he 
6ftabliflied  at  Edinburgh,  will  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  latefl  pofterity  with  undimi- 
hiflied  reputation. 
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TO  THE 


STUDENTS  OF  MEDICINE, 
By  Dr  CHARLES  WEBSTER, 


On  delivering  the  Harveian  Prize  for  1780,  to 
Pr  Arthur  Broughton  of  BriftoJ. 

I 

, Gentlemen, 

HE  objetT  of  this  annual  meeting  is 


not  only  to  commemorate  the  illvi"- 
Ilrious  dead,  but  to  confer  the  rewards 
of  genius  on  the  living.  Eftablifhments 
thus  friendly  to  emulation  almoft  univer- 
fally  prevail.  They  have  given  birth  to 
fome  of  the  moft  brilliant  difcoveries; 
the  firft  names  in  philofophy  and  the  arts 
have  honoured  them  by  their  comped-  ' 
tion ; and  from  them  the  happleft  elfeds 
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liavc  redounded  to  every  department  of 
fciencc. 

Of  the  utility  of  the  prefent  inftitution, 
.another  proof  is  now  added  to  thofe  for- 
merly given  by  a Steve N s and  a D a r w i n . 
The  prize  for  the  queftion  announced 
lafl  year,  is  adjudged  to  a gentleman  al- 
ready diftinguilhed  in  the  line  of  experi- 
ment. In  his  review  of  former  tefts  be- 
tween Mucous  and  Purulent  Expectoration  j 
he  has  difeovered  fallacies  hitherto  un- 
detected, and  pointed  out  a criterion  which 
appears  to  be  equally  fimple  and  juft. 

In  the  prefent  Eflay,  he  has  given  a 
clear  and  concife  detail  of  every  thing 
relating  to  the  Coagulable  Lymph  of 
the  Blood,  and  ^ demonftration  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  that  fubftance  in  inflammatory 
difeafe.  He  has  likewife  formed  fome 
probable  conjectures  of  the  caufe  of  diis 
increafe,  and  drawn  feveral  inferences  ufe- 
ful  in  the  practice  of  phyfic. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  much  fatisfaction 
I now  deliver  to  him  this  Medal,  with 
the  Works  of  the  illuftrious  Harvey;  and 
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1 finccrely  wiili,  that  future  competitors 
may  do  equal  honour  to  the  inftitution. 

The  fubjecl  of  the  Blood  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  yet  exhaufhed.  Controverhes 
refpecfling  its  parts  flill  fubfift.  It  is  a 
fluid  of  fuch  importance  in  the  animal 
ceconomy,  that  every  remaining  doubt 
concerning  it  muft  be  matter  of  regret. 

The  inquiry,  therefore,  of  this  year, 
is  into  the  Nature  and  Ingredients  of  the 
Serum.  The  faline  matter  which  this 
contains j is  flill  the  fubjecfl  of  difpute. 
Whether  its  vifcid  part  be  coagulable 
lymph  diflblved  in  the  feroflty,  requires 
demonflration;  and  the  exiflence  of  mu- 
cus in  it,  does  not  feem  to  be  afcer- 
tained.  Clofely  connecfled  with  this  inve- 
fligation,  is  the  theory  of  Purulence.  The 
experiments  of  Pringle  and  Qaber  have 
of  late  been  much  controverted:  fo  that, 
in  every  view,  the  field  for  inquiry  is 
confiderable;  and  will,  I hope,  fully  re- 
pay the  labour  beflowed. 

No  arguments,  furely,  are  necelfary  at 
this  day  to  recommend  experimental  pur- 
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fiilt.  No  one  is  now  ignorant,  that  it  is 
the  only  road  to  genuine  fcience;  and  that 
nothing  is  intitled  to  tlie  denomination  of 
philofophy,  which  rcfls  not  on  this  founda- 
tion. Had  it  not  been  that  tafte  for  ex- 
periment fo  happily  introduced  by  the  im-^ 
mortal  Bacon,  and  lince  fo  fuccefsfully 
cultivated,  we  might  have  ftill  been  drag- 
ging the  .car  of  Ariflotle,  flill  toiling  in 
the  trammels  of  the  fchools. 

Though  even  random  experiment  may 
have  fometimes  fhruck  out  truths  of  mo-  • 
ment,  yet  a fund  of  knowledge,  and  a 
collected  attention,  are  certainly  the  fureft 
guides,  not  only  to  bare  difcovery,  but  to 
principles  of  extenfive  application.  The 
leaves  of  trees  had  been  falling  unheeded 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world:  it  was 
the  attentive  eye  and  comprehenfive  mind 
of  Newton  alone  that  could  feize  this 
common  appearance,  and  from  it  explain 
the  conftitution  of  the  univerfe. 

Indeed  the  very  habit  of  experiment 
tends  to  awaken  and'  improve  thofe  facul- 
ties of  the  mind,  on  which  fuccefs  molt 
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generally  depends.  It  begets  attention, 
rivets  knowledge,  and  expands  the  powers 
of  comprehenlion. 

Allow  me  then,  Gentlemen,  to  recom- 
mend fuch  purfnits  ^to  your  zealous  re- 
gard. They  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  that 
quicknefs  of  perception,  which  thofe  of 
your  years  fo  commonly  enjoy.  Once  be- 
gun, they  will  recommend  themfelves  to 
your  own  feelings.  By  no  other  method 
can  you  more  effedlually  ferve  the  interefts 
of  humanity  and  your  profeilion  ; by 
none  fo  alfnredly  hope  for  the  reputation 
of  a Harvey  or  a Monro. 
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